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The Parallel Gospels in Chronological Order

 Week Four of Twelve

 Matthew 8:1-13; 11; 12:33-50 Luke 7; 8:19-21; 11

Sunday (Luke 7:1-17; Matthew 8:1-13)

Luke

Healing the Centurion’s Slave

7:1 After Jesus had finished teaching all this to the people, he entered 

Capernaum. 7:2 A centurion there had a slave who was highly regarded, but who was sick and at the point of death. 7:3 When the centurion heard about Jesus, he sent some Jewish elders to him, asking him to come and heal his slave. 7:4 

When they came to Jesus, they urged him earnestly, “He is worthy to have you do this for him, 7:5 because he loves our nation, and even built our synagogue.” 

7:6 So Jesus went with them. When he was not far from the house, the centurion sent friends to say to him, “Lord, do not trouble yourself, for I am not worthy to have you come under my roof. 7:7 That is why I did not presume to come to 

you. Instead, say the word, and my servant must be healed. 7:8 For I too am a man set under authority, with soldiers under me. I say to this one, ‘Go,’ and he goes, and to another, ‘Come,’ and he comes, and to my slave, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.” 7:9 When Jesus heard this, he was amazed at him. He turned and said to the crowd that followed him, “I tell you, not even in Israel have I found such faith!” 7:10 So when those who had been sent returned to the house, they found the slave well. 

Raising a Widow’s Son

7:11 Soon afterward Jesus went to a town called Nain, and his disciples and a large crowd went with him. 7:12 As he approached the town gate, a man who 

had died was being carried out, the only son of his mother (who was a widow), and a large crowd from the town was with her. 7:13 When the Lord saw her, he had compassion for her and said to her, “Do not weep.” 7:14 Then he came up 

and touched the bier, and those who carried it stood still. He said, “Young man, I say to you, get up!” 7:15 So the dead man sat up and began to speak, and Jesus gave him back to his mother. 7:16 Fear seized them all, and they began to 

glorify God, saying, “A great prophet has appeared among us!” and “God has 

come to help his people!” 7:17 This report about Jesus circulated throughout Judea and all the surrounding country. 

Matthew

Cleansing a Leper

8:1 After he came down from the mountain, large crowds followed him. 8:2 And a leper approached, and bowed low before him, saying, “Lord, if you are 

willing, you can make me clean.” 8:3 He stretched out his hand and touched him saying, “I am willing. Be clean!” Immediately his leprosy was cleansed. 8:4 

Then Jesus said to him, “See that you do not speak to anyone, but go, show 

yourself to a priest, and bring the offering that Moses commanded, as a 

testimony to them.” 

Healing the Centurion’s Servant

8:5 When he entered Capernaum, a centurion came to him asking for help: 8:6 

“Lord, my servant is lying at home paralyzed, in terrible anguish.” 8:7 Jesus said to him, “I will come and heal him.” 8:8 But the centurion replied, “Lord, I am not worthy to have you come under my roof. Instead, just say the word and my servant will be healed. 8:9 For I too am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. I say to this one, ‘Go’ and he goes, and to another ‘Come’ and he 

comes, and to my slave ‘Do this’ and he does it.” 8:10 When Jesus heard this he was amazed and said to those who followed him, “I tell you the truth, I have not found such faith in anyone in Israel! 8:11 I tell you, many will come from the east and west to share the banquet with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the 

kingdom of heaven, 8:12 but the sons of the kingdom will be thrown out into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 8:13 Then Jesus said to the centurion, “Go; just as you believed, it will be done for you.” 

And the servant was healed at that hour. 

Prayer

Lord, may my faith be as informed and certain as was the Centurion’s. 

Summary and Commentary

Jesus was asked by a Roman centurion, one responsible for about 100 men, to 

heal his favored servant. The centurion may have been a local citizen pressed into service, but was not a Jew (see Luke 7:9b). However, in this case, the Gentile centurion was sympathetic to the local Jewish culture and had an awareness of Jesus. 

Note: Many Bible stories and other discipleship resources render the Centurion as 

“begging” or “pleading”, as if on his knees or even prostrate on the ground; however, the text does not support that directly or indirectly.  The Centurion’s representatives made a case to Jesus that the Centurion was “worthy” of a positive response because he was sympathetic and helpful to the Jews. 

When Jesus was still at a distance the centurion sent word that He need not 

trouble Himself to come all the way, but rather to “say the word, and my servant must be healed” (Luke 7:7, italics added) — he knew Jesus would merely need to give a spiritual order for this to happen, as he himself would give a military order with the anticipation and the surety that it would be obeyed. Jesus was favorably impressed by the man’s understanding of spiritual authority and of his faith, as “not even in Israel have I found such faith!” (vs. 9b), in contrast to the often faithless and stubborn Jews. 

[Note: The difference in detail between Luke and Matthew's telling is  

unimportant. Whereas Luke told of indirect contact between the Centurion and Jesus throughout, Matthew's text may be read to intend that the Centurion personally went to Jesus initially.  If one needs to reconcile the two the text provides a means as the Centurion described those under his command as essentially extensions of himself – if they went to Jesus in his name and at his behest it was the same as if he had himself done so.]

Restoring life to the dead son of a woman led to a large crowd glorifying God and declaring Jesus a “great prophet” (Luke 7:16) sent by God to help His people.  Matthew added to his telling the account of the healing of the leper, who asked Him for healing, if He is willing, to which Jesus responded “I am willing. Be clean!” (8:3). 

Interaction

 Consider

Do we have as clear and compelling an understanding of the authority of Jesus, and as revealing an evidence of the indwelling Holy Spirit, as did the centurion? 

 Discuss

Do we believe unflinchingly that Jesus has authoritative power over all creation, that He has given us access to that power through the Holy Spirit, and that He acts in powerful ways in and through us? 

 Reflect

Jesus did not need to physically touch the leper in order to heal him, He chose to do so to make a point: He sent the newly-healed leper to make a sacrifice (a leper was not allowed to do so) as a testimony to and as an indictment against the priests. Jesus’ higher purpose was always discipleship and evangelism. 

 Share

When have you been used by God, through a healing or some provision He has 

made in your life, as an instrument of His discipleship or evangelism? What was the result in your life or the life of another? 



KTALZ

A centurion was responsible for 100 men, often in remote regions of the huge Roman empire, and were given significant independent authority.  This centurion chose to be friendly to the Jews.  He also recognized that Jesus had authority over life and death just as he had authority over his soldiers. 

Source: Public domain – reproduction from an ancient relief http://www.bible-history.com/sketches/ancient/roman-centurion.html

Faith In Action

 Pray

Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to you the story of His provision for, or a healing of, you - which He wants you to share. 

 Act

Today I will recall a miracle, great or small (other than the gift of my salvation), that God has done in my life or the life of someone with whom I am personally familiar. I will share that story with someone and celebrate with them the loving grace and power of God. 

Be Specific __________________________________________________

Monday (Matthew 11:1-24; Luke 7:18-35)

Matthew

11:1 When Jesus had finished instructing his twelve disciples, he went on from there to teach and preach in their towns. 

Jesus and John the Baptist

11:2 Now when John heard in prison about the deeds Christ had done, he sent 

his disciples to ask a question: 11:3 “Are you the one who is to come, or should we look for another?” 11:4 Jesus answered them, “Go tell John what you hear 

and see: 11:5 The blind see, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news proclaimed to them. 11:6 Blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.” 

11:7 While they were going away, Jesus began to speak to the crowd about John:

“What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 

11:8 What did you go out to see? A man dressed in fancy clothes? Look, those who wear fancy clothes are in the homes of kings! 11:9 What did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 11:10 This is the one about whom it is written:

‘Look, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way 

before you.’

11:11 “I tell you the truth, among those born of women, no one has arisen 

greater than John the Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he is. 11:12 From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven has suffered violence, and forceful people lay hold of it. 

11:13 For all the prophets and the law prophesied until John appeared. 11:14 

And if you are willing to accept it, he is Elijah, who is to come. 11:15 The one who has ears had better listen! 

11:16 “To what should I compare this generation? They are like children sitting in the marketplaces who call out to one another, 11:17 ‘We played the flute for you, yet you did not dance; we wailed in mourning, yet you did not weep.’

11:18 For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a 

demon!’ 11:19 The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look at him, a glutton and a drunk, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ But wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.” 

Woes on Unrepentant Cities

11:20 Then Jesus began to criticize openly the cities in which he had done many of his miracles, because they did not repent. 11:21 “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! If the miracles done in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. 11:22 But I tell you, it will be more bearable for Tyre and Sidon on the day of judgment than for you! 

11:23 And you, Capernaum, will you be exalted to heaven? No, you will be 

thrown down to Hades! For if the miracles done among you had been done in 

Sodom, it would have continued to this day. 11:24 But I tell you, it will be more bearable for the region of Sodom on the day of judgment than for you!” 

Luke

Jesus and John the Baptist

7:18 John’s disciples informed him about all these things. So John called two of his disciples 7:19 and sent them to Jesus to ask, “Are you the one who is to come, or should we look for another?” 7:20 When the men came to Jesus, they 

said, “John the Baptist has sent us to you to ask, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or should we look for another?’” 7:21 At that very time Jesus cured many people of diseases, sicknesses, and evil spirits, and granted sight to many who were blind. 7:22 So he answered them, “Go tell John what you have seen and 

heard: The blind see, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, the poor have good news proclaimed to them. 7:23 Blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.” 

7:24 When John’s messengers had gone, Jesus began to speak to the crowds 

about John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 7:25 What did you go out to see? A man dressed in fancy clothes? 

Look, those who wear fancy clothes and live in luxury are in kings’ courts! 7:26 

What did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 

7:27 This is the one about whom it is written, ‘Look, I am sending my 

messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.’ 7:28 I tell you, among those born of women no one is greater than John. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he is.” 7:29 (Now all the people who 

heard this, even the tax collectors, acknowledged God’s justice, because they had been baptized with John’s baptism. 7:30 However, the Pharisees and the 

experts in religious law rejected God’s purpose for themselves, because they had not been baptized by John.)

7:31 “To what then should I compare the people of this generation, and what are they like? 7:32 They are like children sitting in the marketplace and calling out to one another, ‘We played the flute for you, yet you did not dance; we wailed in mourning, yet you did not weep.’

7:33 For John the Baptist has come eating no bread and drinking no wine, and you say, ‘He has a demon!’ 7:34 The Son of Man has come eating and drinking, and you say, ‘Look at him, a glutton and a drunk, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ 7:35 But wisdom is vindicated by all her children.” 

Prayer

Lord, may I speak with the same clarity, and have the same boldness, as John when I have opportunity to share the Good News. 

Summary and Commentary

Jesus received a challenge from the disciples of John the Baptist, “‘Are You the One Who is to come?’” (Luke 7:20). Jesus responded by noting the many public healings and miracles in His ministry which were evidence of Who He was and which should assure John that He is indeed the One. And He affirmed to the crowd the calling of John, 

“my messenger...who will prepare the way” (Luke 7:27). 

Matthew noted that John was at the time in prison and had heard about “the deeds Christ had done” (11:2), which helps us in understanding the perspective and urgency of John. 

Jesus noted that John was criticized for eating no bread or wine then the same people criticized Him for eating bread and wine, indicating that they had a different true agenda, and teaching that “... wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.” (Matt. 11:19) Jesus pointed out that shallow worldly people hung out with kings whereas John lived simply away from the city “... When that day comes, you will cry out against the king whom you have chosen; but it will be too late, the LORD will not answer you". 1 

Samuel 8:11-19

Jesus criticized and condemned the cities in which he had done “many of His 

miracles” (Matt. 11:20), yet they did not repent. Jesus noted that some in Tyre and Sidon, though plenty sinful, would have responded to the evidence of His ministry and repented, rendering them available for forgiveness. In contrast, Chorazin and Bethsaida had seen His miracles yet remained unrepentant — to their woe. 

Interaction

 Consider

Criticism is not only often incorrect it may include a hidden agenda. 

 Discuss

Do we sometimes drift into doubt, when socially-isolated and/or under pressure (as with John in prison), because we are not resting in the assurance that Jesus truly is the One? 

 Reflect

Wisdom, and the evidence and fruit thereof, is celebrated throughout the old and new testaments of the Bible. 



 Share

Have you been attacked by unbelievers, or confused Believers, and drifted over into sharing their doubt? How was your faith impacted? 

KTALZ

There was a wide variety of people curious about John, so as the picture depicts, everything from rich and powerful business and religious leaders to average citizens. 

Imagine religious leaders today preaching and teaching without buildings or 

organizations – simply entering into the community wherever people will listen and sharing the good news – and not just in the foreign mission field. 

Source: Public domain as indicated in the image. 

Faith In Action

 Pray

Ask the Holy Spirit to show you a place in your life where you drift toward 

doubting. 

 Act

Today I will deal with a place where I doubt and, instead of trusting in my own strength and wisdom, turn my eyes upon Jesus and trust in Him and His strength. I will ask someone to pray in agreement with me to purge that place of doubt from my life. 

Be Specific _________________________________________________

Tuesday (Luke 7:36-50)

Jesus’ Anointing

7:36 Now one of the Pharisees asked Jesus to have dinner with him, so he went into the Pharisee’s house and took his place at the table. 

7:37 Then when a woman of that town, who was a sinner, learned that Jesus was dining at the Pharisee’s house, she brought an alabaster jar of perfumed oil. 7:38 

As she stood behind him at his feet, weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears. She wiped them with her hair, kissed them, and anointed them with the perfumed oil. 

7:39 Now when the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, 

“If this man were a prophet, he would know who and what kind of woman this 

is who is touching him, that she is a sinner.” 7:40 So Jesus answered him, 

“Simon, I have something to say to you.” He replied, “Say it, Teacher.” 

7:41 “A certain creditor had two debtors; one owed him five hundred silver 

coins, and the other fifty. 7:42 When they could not pay, he canceled the debts of both. Now which of them will love him more?” 7:43 Simon answered, “I 

suppose the one who had the bigger debt canceled.” Jesus said to him, “You 

have judged rightly.” 

7:44 Then, turning toward the woman, he said to Simon, “Do you see this 

woman? I entered your house. You gave me no water for my feet, but she has 

wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. 7:45 You gave me no kiss of greeting, but from the time I entered she has not stopped kissing my feet. 

7:46 You did not anoint my head with oil, but she has anointed my feet with 

perfumed oil. 7:47 Therefore I tell you, her sins, which were many, are forgiven, thus she loved much; but the one who is forgiven little loves little.” 7:48 Then Jesus said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” 

7:49 But those who were at the table with him began to say among themselves, 

“Who is this, who even forgives sins?” 7:50 He said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.” 

Prayer

Lord, when we are saved we acknowledge that our lives have been filled with 

hopelessly-condemning sin before a holy God; we surrender all, even our very lives as we repent and accept Your forgiveness and reconciliation.  May I remember to be humble as I daily acknowledge my grateful service and reverent honor owed to You. 

Summary and Commentary

Jesus accepted the invitation of the Pharisee in order to create a teachable moment. 

The Pharisee, more interested in challenging the authority of Jesus, perhaps seeking an occasion to mock him during the meal, or perhaps to borrow some of his popularity with the people, neglected the common courtesy of “water for my feet”, the traditional welcoming “kiss of greeting”, or the act of honor, respect, or symbol of peace to “anoint my head with oil”.  [Note: Some render the oil as a “brightening” of the face, whereas a dry and dusty appearance would appear less 'royal', in this case  apparently intentionally neglected by the Pharisee for Jesus.]

In contrast “the woman of that town” (a euphemism for a prostitute) “wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair”, “from the time I entered she has not stopped kissing my feet”, “anointed my feet with perfumed oil”.  [Note: The NET 

translator's notes observe that an Alabaster jar implied very valuable oil, something not sacrificed lightly by a woman so desperate for income to survive that she sold her body. 

It's worthy of consideration that she may even have been a wife carelessly discarded by a a man respected by the Pharisee, due to his socio-economic standing, for another woman and for no Biblical cause – merely selfish lust.  Such a woman would have had few if any other means of survival in that culture.]

Just as Nathan challenged David with an interactive illustration to draw-out his sense of correct and incorrect, just and unjust, right and wrong, Jesus challenged the Pharisee – and drew-out his response that the one with the greater debt would be the one with the greater gratefulness for forgiveness. 

The Pharisee missed the point, though given his education in Biblical teaching he should not have, that all were in need of forgiveness – including himself. 

When Jesus forgave her of her sin, because she was clearly repentant and clearly humble – and she clearly understood Who He was, the Pharisee in his other guests were troubled. 

Interaction

 Consider

There has been no time since the Fall that every human did not require 

forgiveness in order to be reconciled with God. 

 Discuss

With the business of our lives, and the rituals of our religious exercises, do we wash the feet of Jesus with our humility, demonstrate our returned-affection for Him though service, and give to Him the anointing of our surrendered lives? 



 Reflect

One might wonder if the woman readily accessed the Pharisee's residence merely because  of the open nature of the design of homes, or because - in her line of business -  

she was also used to visiting someone in his home. 

 Share

When have you received or given acts of courtesy, peace, and welcome to a 

visitor to your home?  Perhaps done in a way that is unique to a certain sub-culture. 

What did that look like? 

KTALZ

It has been speculated that an alabaster jar may have looked something like that in the image.  It is believed that “alabaster” referred to an expensive container for expensive perfumed-oil.  If so, imagine a woman, desperate for money to survive pouring this on the feet of Jesus – what must she have sensed about Him in her broken heart that the arrogant and wealthy Pharisee could not? 

Source: Public domain H.O. Watson & Co, Watson, H.O., & Co., New York, John Getz

Press of J.J. Little & Company, 1908 - Pottery, Persian 

Faith In Action

 Pray

Ask the Holy Spirit to show you how you might wash the feet of Jesus with your humility, demonstrate your returned-affection for Him though service, and give to Him the anointing of your surrendered life. 

 Act

Today I will follow in the way that the Holy Spirit leads, perhaps asking a fellow believer to join me, and together celebrate the joy of our worship in action. 

Be Specific ____________________________________________________

Wednesday (Matthew 12:33-50; Luke 8:19-21)

Matthew

Trees and Their Fruit

12:33 “Make a tree good and its fruit will be good, or make a tree bad and its fruit will be bad, for a tree is known by its fruit. 12:34 Offspring of vipers! How are you able to say anything good, since you are evil? For the mouth speaks 

from what fills the heart. 12:35 The good person brings good things out of his good treasury, and the evil person brings evil things out of his evil treasury. 

12:36 I tell you that on the day of judgment, people will give an account for every worthless word they speak. 12:37 For by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned.” 

The Sign of Jonah

12:38 Then some of the experts in the law along with some Pharisees answered him, “Teacher, we want to see a sign from you.” 12:39 But he answered them, 

“An evil and adulterous generation asks for a sign, but no sign will be given to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. 12:40 For just as Jonah was in the belly of the huge fish for three days and three nights, so the Son of Man will be in the heart of the earth for three days and three nights. 12:41 The people of Nineveh will stand up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it, because they repented when Jonah preached to them – and now, something greater than Jonah is here! 12:42 The queen of the South will rise up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it, because she came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon – and now, something greater than Solomon is here! 

The Return of the Unclean Spirit

12:43 “When an unclean spirit goes out of a person, it passes through waterless places looking for rest but does not find it. 12:44 Then it says, ‘I will return to the home I left.’ When it returns, it finds the house empty, swept clean, and put in order. 12:45 Then it goes and brings with it seven other spirits more evil than itself, and they go in and live there, so the last state of that person is worse than the first. It will be that way for this evil generation as well!” 

Jesus’ True Family

12:46 While Jesus was still speaking to the crowds, his mother and brothers 

came and stood outside, asking to speak to him. 12:47 Someone told him, 

“Look, your mother and your brothers are standing outside wanting to speak to you.” 12:48 To the one who had said this, Jesus replied, “Who is my mother and who are my brothers?” 12:49 And pointing toward his disciples he said, “Here are my mother and my brothers! 12:50 For whoever does the will of my Father 

in heaven is my brother and sister and mother.” 

Luke

Jesus’ True Family

8:19 Now Jesus’ mother and his brothers came to him, but they could not get 

near him because of the crowd. 8:20 So he was told, “Your mother and your 

brothers are standing outside, wanting to see you.” 8:21 But he replied to them, 

“My mother and my brothers are those who hear the word of God and do it.” 

Prayer

Lord, may we remember that fellow Believers are our true family, because they share the same Holy Spirit and they partner with us in relationships that supersede mere blood relations in order to do Your work. 

Summary and Commentary

Jesus challenged His listeners that “the mouth speaks from what fills the heart” 

(Matt. 12:34) and declared that if our heart is evil then so will be our words, no matter how righteous-sounding we try to make them. 

He used the illustration of a good tree (a faithful believer) producing good fruit versus a bad tree (a rebellious person) producing bad fruit – and he used the term “make” 

to emphasize that either path is the result of choices. 

Jonah preached repentance and Nineveh repented. The queen of Sheba (see I 

Kings 10:1-3) sought truth and found it in the wisdom of Solomon. But “an evil and adulterous generation” (12:39) demanded signs and were unrepentant, even though the Messiah had been shown to them. Jesus told the Pharisees seeking a sign “something greater than Jonah is here!” (Matt. 12:41) and “something greater than Solomon is here!” 

(vs. 42). 

Bible.org shares a useful discussion of the term “unclean spirits” here: 

https://bible.org/illustration/unclean-spirits

Jesus cautioned that merely ridding oneself of the presence, practice, or influence of evil does not prevent evil spirits from returning to fill the void; indeed, it may lead to evil returning with “seven other spirits more evil than itself” (Matt. 12:45). [Note: “The key to the example appears to be that no one else has been invited in to dwell” (NET sn).]

One must not only empty oneself of the world, but fill oneself with the Holy Spirit — by way of genuine surrender to the Lordship of Christ.]

[Note: A demon cannot possess a genuine believer, due to the presence of the Holy Spirit, but may harass one who has blocked-off parts of their life from the active Lordship of Christ.]

The family of Jesus arrived while He was doing ministry, and someone suggested that He stop what He was doing to greet them — to which He replied that His true 

“family” was defined as “whoever does the will of my Father in Heaven” (Matt. 12:50). 

Luke's text clarified “family” as those “who hear the word of God and do it” (8:21). 

Faith In Action

 Consider

Do we contemplate the condition of our heart before we open our mouths? Are we repentant when confronted and convicted by God? Or are we rebellious, resistant, and https://about.twitter.com/download?lang=en&logged_out=1 resentful? 



 Discuss

Do we keep one foot in the world and the other in the kingdom and, in doing so, prevent the Holy Spirit from a fullness of presence in all of us, which leaves us open to the Enemy’s attacks (harassment)? 

 Reflect

Do you remember seeing evidences of the truth of God, prior to your surrender to the Lordship of Christ, yet you resisted despite that evidence? 

 Share

Have you discovered yourself failing to use the things of Christ to fill the emptied places in your life — places once filled with the things of the world you left behind — 

which led to these places being flooded with more spiritual garbage than before? How did you counteract? 

KTALZ

A plant properly planted, properly fed, properly watered, and with proper 

exposure to sunlight will produce good fruit.  Consider what prompts good fruit in the life of a Christian. 

Faith In Action

 Pray

Ask the Holy Spirit to show you the way to greater spiritual maturity, no matter the cost. 

 Act

Today I choose to focus upon, and to be encouraged by, one place in my life 

where the words of my mouth rightly show evidence of a heart seeking righteousness. I will ask another to pray in agreement that I will allow the Holy Spirit to lead me to greater spiritual maturity so that I will be a more intentional witness to God’s presence in my life. 

Be Specific ________________________________________________

Thursday (Luke 11:1-36)

Instructions on Prayer

11:1 Now Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he stopped, one of his 

disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples.” 

11:2 So he said to them, “When you pray, say: 

Father, may your name be honored; may your kingdom come. 

11:3 Give us each day our daily bread, 

11:4 and forgive us our sins, for we also forgive everyone who sins against us. 

And do not lead us into temptation.” 

11:5 Then he said to them, “Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to him at midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread, 11:6 because a friend of mine has stopped here while on a journey, and I have nothing to set before him.’ 11:7 Then he will reply from inside, ‘Do not bother me. The door is already shut, and my children and I are in bed. I cannot get up and give you anything.’ 11:8 I tell you, even though the man inside will not get up and give him anything because he is his friend, yet because of the first man’s sheer 

persistence he will get up and give him whatever he needs. 

11:9 “So I tell you: Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and the door will be opened for you. 11:10 For everyone who asks 

receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened. 11:11 What father among you, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead of a fish? 11:12 Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? 11:13 If you then, although you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!” 

Jesus and Beelzebul

11:14 Now he was casting out a demon that was mute. When the demon had 

gone out, the man who had been mute began to speak, and the crowds were 

amazed. 11:15 But some of them said, “By the power of Beelzebul, the ruler of demons, he casts out demons.” 11:16 Others, to test him, began asking for a sign from heaven. 11:17 But Jesus, realizing their thoughts, said to them, “Every kingdom divided against itself is destroyed, and a divided household falls. 11:18 

So if Satan too is divided against himself, how will his kingdom stand? I ask you this because you claim that I cast out demons by Beelzebul. 11:19 Now if I cast out demons by Beelzebul, by whom do your sons cast them out? Therefore they 

will be your judges. 11:20 But if I cast out demons by the finger of God, then the kingdom of God has already overtaken you. 11:21 When a strong man, fully 

armed, guards his own palace, his possessions are safe. 11:22 But when a 

stronger man attacks and conquers him, he takes away the first man’s armor on which the man relied and divides up his plunder. 11:23 Whoever is not with me is against me, and whoever does not gather with me scatters. 

Response to Jesus’ Work

11:24 “When an unclean spirit goes out of a person, it passes through waterless places looking for rest but not finding any. Then it says, ‘I will return to the home I left.’ 11:25 When it returns, it finds the house swept clean and put in order. 11:26 Then it goes and brings seven other spirits more evil than itself, and they go in and live there, so the last state of that person is worse than the first.” 

11:27 As he said these things, a woman in the crowd spoke out to him, “Blessed is the womb that bore you and the breasts at which you nursed!” 11:28 But he replied, “Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and obey it!” 

The Sign of Jonah

11:29 As the crowds were increasing, Jesus began to say, “This generation is a wicked generation; it looks for a sign, but no sign will be given to it except the sign of Jonah. 11:30 For just as Jonah became a sign to the people of Nineveh, so the Son of Man will be a sign to this generation. 11:31 The queen of the 

South will rise up at the judgment with the people of this generation and 

condemn them, because she came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon – and now, something greater than Solomon is here! 11:32 The 

people of Nineveh will stand up at the judgment with this generation and 

condemn it, because they repented when Jonah preached to them – and now, 

something greater than Jonah is here! 

Internal Light

11:33 “No one after lighting a lamp puts it in a hidden place or under a basket, but on a lampstand, so that those who come in can see the light. 11:34 Your eye is the lamp of your body. When your eye is healthy, your whole body is full of light, but when it is diseased, your body is full of darkness. 11:35 Therefore see to it that the light in you is not darkness. 11:36 If then your whole body is full of light, with no part in the dark, it will be as full of light as when the light of a lamp shines on you.” 

Prayer

Lord, may I not be found wasting my influence on others by hiding my fellowship with You as if under a basket, but rather sharing my relationship with You so Your light will shine on others. 

Summary and Commentary

Jesus offered, by way of example, what has come to be known as 'the Lord’s 

prayer' when His disciples asked Him, “Lord, teach us to pray” (Luke 11:1). Jesus intended it as a guideline for personal prayer, not as a ritualized chant to be recited en masse during organized worship. 

The key elements of Jesus’ guidelines for prayer were:

May Your name be honored. This lays-claims to an intimate relationship with the Lord God, joined with honoring and glorifying Him. 

May Your Kingdom come. We are expected to long for the return of Christ — this requires true separation from the world and actively longing for Heaven, the place of perfect righteousness. 

Give us each day our daily bread. Daily bread is the food of Christ — His 

teaching, love, provision — which sustains us day to day. We are asking Him to give us each day what we need for the day. 

Forgive us our sins. Forgiveness of sin first requires that we ask for forgiveness 

— after which, God promises to act. 

We also forgive everyone who sins against us. Translated from the Greek, “who is indebted to us,” (see Matt. 6:12) this not only speaks of the sin of violation against personal boundaries, but also speaks of people in social circumstances who are indebted to one another for favors done and needs met. 

In response to favors done or needs which have been met, we are only obliged to show gratitude — although one may feel they have further obligation, and the other may have an unjust sense that they are owed something in return. 

Feeling resentment against others for not doing something for us, and feeling owed by others for what we have done for them, are mutual sins which require forgiveness from God so that He may forgive us — “if you do not forgive others, your Father will not forgive you your sins” (Matt. 6:15). 

Do not lead us into temptation. This does not suggest that God causes temptation, but is “a rhetorical way to ask for His protection from sin,” (NET sn). The equally-acceptable translation, “into a time of testing,” removes any hint that God might be the author or promoter of sin — sin always begins with us allowing a test to become a temptation. 

Jesus challenged them (and us) to understand that God wants us to call upon Him with “sheer persistence” (Luke 11:8), humbly and submissively pleading for Him to meet the need which we have no hope of meeting ourselves. 

To the charge that He cast-out demons because He was “the ruler of demons” 

(Luke 11:15), Jesus reminded them how foolish that assertion was and that believers must be “fully armed” (vs. 21) — by implication, with the same armor He used in the desert, the Word of God (see Luke 4:1-13). 

We are not to imagine there is any middle ground between saving-faith and 

condemning-rebellion — Jesus told them that one was either with Him or against Him: 

“Whoever does not gather with Me scatters” (Luke 11:23). 

Jesus told them to be certain that His light shined from them and that they not put it “under a basket” (Luke 11:33). We need to be intentional about sharing His light for others to see. 

In Luke's telling a woman tried to focus on Mary but He redirected attention to the blessing due the one who hears “... the word of God and obey[s] it!” 

Interaction

 Consider

Are we obedient, as was Jesus in the desert, in resisting the Devil? Or do we fail, as did David and Bathsheba, causing what was a test to become a temptation? 

 Discuss

Do we honor God in all that we say and do? Do we accept His forgiveness and 

new teaching daily? Do we confess our sins to God, repent of them, and seek (and accept) His forgiveness? Do we hold grudges and obligations against others? Do we avoid the places where the Enemy tempts and God allows us to be tested? 

 Reflect

Do we call upon Jesus daily for our daily bread, His filling of yet-surrendered places in our lives with Lordship of the Holy Spirit, and His teaching us through the Word? Do we accept the reality that there is no middle ground where we may stand between Jesus’ firm foundation of Truth and Satan’s quicksand of deceit? 

 Share

What does a personal inventory reveal to you about things in your heart: Are there things that you do not want seen in the light? What should you change in your life to be sure that you are sharing Jesus’ light with others, not contributing to the darkness? 



KTALZ

We are all starved for the food, which only Jesus can give, which feeds our souls. 

Faith In Action

 Pray

Ask the Holy Spirit to lead you to greater maturity, after first confessing and then repenting (turning away from) the places where you know you have fallen short. 

 Act

Today I choose to celebrate where the Holy Spirit has led me to greater maturity and to confess and repent where He reveals that I am falling short. I will tell someone about Jesus (in person or by e-mail, text, telephone) and show them Jesus in me by an intentional change in my attitude and/or priorities. 

Be Specific __________________________________________________

Friday (Luke 11:37-54)

Rebuking the Pharisees and Experts in the Law

11:37 As he spoke, a Pharisee invited Jesus to have a meal with him, so he went in and took his place at the table. 11:38 The Pharisee was astonished when he saw that Jesus did not first wash his hands before the meal. 11:39 But the Lord said to him, “Now you Pharisees clean the outside of the cup and the plate, but inside you are full of greed and wickedness. 11:40 You fools! Didn’t the one who made the outside make the inside as well? 11:41 But give from your heart to those in need, and then everything will be clean for you. 

11:42 “But woe to you Pharisees! You give a tenth of your mint, rue, and every herb, yet you neglect justice and love for God! But you should have done these things without neglecting the others. 11:43 Woe to you Pharisees! You love the best seats in the synagogues and elaborate greetings in the marketplaces! 11:44 

Woe to you! You are like unmarked graves, and people walk over them without 

realizing it!” 

11:45 One of the experts in religious law answered him, “Teacher, when you say these things you insult us too.” 11:46 But Jesus replied, “Woe to you experts in religious law as well! You load people down with burdens difficult to bear, yet you yourselves refuse to touch the burdens with even one of your fingers! 11:47 

Woe to you! You build the tombs of the prophets whom your ancestors killed. 

11:48 So you testify that you approve of the deeds of your ancestors, because they killed the prophets and you build their tombs! 11:49 For this reason also the wisdom of God said, ‘I will send them prophets and apostles, some of whom 

they will kill and persecute,’ 11:50 so that this generation may be held 

accountable for the blood of all the prophets that has been shed since the 

beginning of the world, 11:51 from the blood of Abel to the blood of Zechariah, who was killed between the altar and the sanctuary. Yes, I tell you, it will be charged against this generation. 11:52 Woe to you experts in religious law! You have taken away the key to knowledge! You did not go in yourselves, and you 

hindered those who were going in.” 

11:53 When he went out from there, the experts in the law and the Pharisees 

began to oppose him bitterly, and to ask him hostile questions about many 

things, 11:54 plotting against him, to catch him in something he might say. 

Prayer

Lord, may I respectfully challenge anyone who asserts a role of authority in Your family and yet misrepresents Your Word. 

Summary and Commentary

The text does not intend to teach that one need not wash their hands prior to a meal but rather that an old religious ritual of hand-washing, with a magical-thinking purpose, was unnecessary. 

Jesus rebuked them as so obsessed with external appearances and rituals that they had neglected their internal spiritual well-being. 

He warned the Pharisees that they were out of balance, religiously giving while rebelliously refusing to be just and to love God, fussing about the “best seats in the synagogues” and making a public spectacle of fawning greetings to one-another. 

Jesus unleashed a full assault on the religious authorities, for their obsession with tradition over truth, when He said, “you are like unmarked graves, and people walk over them without realizing it!” (Luke 11:44). He was throwing one of their silly superstitions back at them (the folly of walking on graves) to make a point: The religious authorities were having a bad effect on people who were fundamentally unaware of where they were being led in their walk of life. 

When the “experts in religious law” complained about His criticism He 

condemned them for the many man-made laws they piled on the people and while they ignored for themselves. 

Jesus taught them that the way they made religious idols of the prophets, rather than teaching the wisdom and fore-telling of the Christ that was their purpose, made them partners with those who had killed them. 

Luke reported the unrepentant reaction of the religious authorities, who rather than learn from His words chose instead to “began to oppose Him bitterly” (11:53) and to try to find a way to catch Him in a wrong act or word. 

Interaction

 Consider

Are we also guilty of elevating tradition to the level of Biblical truth, perhaps in guilt-driven rituals or other things that we believe, say, or do which lack Biblical support? 

 Discuss

Are we chastised by this text to think that we may be teaching, by way of 

example, others to act and think in ways that are not Biblical? 

 Reflect

Are we fearful of criticism or consequences and therefore avoid speaking the truth in love? 

 Share

Have you heard bad teaching and spoken up? What was the result? 



KTALZ

The religious leaders would exchange elaborate greetings of mutual praise and titles in public places to impress others.  They tried to draw Jesus into this but He insisted on humble and simple greetings. 

Source: Public domain 1906 from http://gardenofpraise.com/bibl45s.htm

Faith In Action

 Pray

Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to you where you need to get in-line with the Bible’s teaching and direction. 

 Act

Today I choose to discern where in my life that an action, belief, habit, ritual, or tradition is motivated by something less than the higher calling of God.  I will also discern if it is possible that someone might emulate me, or draw some conclusion about Jesus that is not Biblical, when they observe my life. I will ask for and accept God’s forgiveness and welcome the power of the Holy Spirit to transform that error in my life. 

Be Specific ____________________________________________

Saturday (Matthew 11:25-30)

Jesus’ Invitation

11:25 At that time Jesus said, “I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and intelligent, and revealed them to little children. 11:26 Yes, Father, for this was your gracious will. 

11:27 All things have been handed over to me by my Father. No one knows the 

Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son decides to reveal him. 

11:28 Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you 

rest. 11:29 Take my yoke on you and learn from me, because I am gentle and 

humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 11:30 For my yoke is easy to bear, and my load is not hard to carry.” 

Prayer

Lord, Your yoke is easy to bear, because it is made from perfect love and perfect truth, and You give me rest along the way. 

Summary and Commentary

The “wise and intelligent” (Matthew 11:25) Jesus spoke of were the businessmen and religious leaders whom He had chastised for being wise in their own eyes, intelligent in their collection of knowledge, yet lacking in the God-enabled understanding needed to make them truly wise. 

Jesus elsewhere praised the innocent teachability of children as models for the heart of a believer of any age – humbly welcoming truth. 

Jesus, in His man-God manifestation, praised God His Father in Heaven for the ministry to the humble and faithful. He then compared the “rest for their souls” (Matthew 11:29) which He brought to the saved versus the terrible artificial religious burdens the religious leaders had created and imposed on the people. 



Interaction

 Consider

Have we celebrated the gift of Christ with sincere praise? 

 Discuss

Do we recognize the terrible weight of this fallen-world (for which we were not originally made), which many imperfections makes us weary and burdened, and do we allow Jesus to give us the strength and wisdom to bear-up? 

 Reflect

How different are we from the self-identified 'wise and intelligent' whom Jesus chastised? Are we also sometimes intelligent in the process of collecting knowledge, and believe ourselves wise in our own eyes, yet we unwilling to humble ourselves in order to gain understanding from God – which can make us truly wise? 

 Share

When have you recognized that following God more closely, listening to and 

obeying the Word, has resulted in His light yoke replacing the world’s heavy yoke? 

KTALZ

Animals were yoked together in order to share the heavy load of work – generally in the fields.  Animals were expensive to acquire and keep so sometimes men would wear a yoke to pull a farm implement or small wagon. 

Source: Public domain early 1900's found on Internet. 

Faith In Action

 Pray

Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to you where you feel weary and burdened because you are trying to handle a worldly challenge in your own strength. 

 Act

Today I will allow the Holy Spirit to be my comfort and strength in one area where I feel weary and burdened because I have tried to handle a worldly challenge in my own strength. 

Be Specific ____________________________________________

All Bible text is from the NET unless otherwise indicated - http://bible.org Note 1:  These Studies often rely upon the guidance of the NET Translators from their associated notes.    Careful attention has been given to cite that source where it has been quoted directly or closely paraphrased.  Feedback is encouraged where credit has not been sufficiently assigned. 

Note 2:  When NET text is quoted in commentary and discussion all pronouns referring to God are capitalized, though they are lower-case in the original NET text. 

Commentary text is from David M. Colburn, D.Min. unless otherwise noted. 

Image rights belong to David M. Colburn, D.Min. unless otherwise noted. 
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