Daily Devotional

Week 5 Day 1

OT (chronological)
Sunday (Job 4-7)

Eliphaz Begins to Speak, Job Replies to Eliphaz
The farmer had always encouraged others to be hopeful, no matter their circumstances, and so the friends were shocked at the mood of despair – indeed they felt a need to find cause in secret sin to explain the disasters and the despair.

The first friend reminded the farmer of counsel given to others, of teaching many had received as to choices having consequences, and of repentance and restoration.

The farmer replied that they were being presumptuous to presume sin was the reason for the tragedies, that it didn't matter anyhow because all was lost and hopeless, and that death was the only good path.

Sometimes it is best to not speak rather than attempting to intellectualize losses that are still too emotionally-overwhelming for the other person to even hear you clearly. It is also highly-probable that you do not have all of the facts.

Sometimes the best thing to do is to offer specific practical resources (food, helping around the home or property, running errands, etc.) and to pray – carefully in the presence of the one suffering and more boldly elsewhere – do not use your prayer to preach repentance at the one still overwhelmed by their  suffering.

Dear Lord, Life happens, sometimes pretty and sometimes pretty ugly. You are always there. Help me to be sensitive to Your Holy Spirit's perfect presence and timing as to how You want me to be Your instrument of caring to someone who is hurting. Amen.  dmc2015 

Daily Devotional

Week 5 Day 2

OT (chronological)
Monday (Job 8 - 10)

Bildad’s First Speech to Job, Job's Reply
The farmer and his friends talked about the story of Job.

Bildad began by calling Job the equivalent of modern term “a windbag”. 

Bildad presumed, like Eliphaz, that Job and his children had sinned so badly that they deserved harsh  punishment.

Bildad reminded Job that the Lord God rewards the righteous and punishes the sinner.
Bildad told Job that if he confessed and repented the Lord would forgive him and make his future far more bright than his past.

Job agreed with Bildad about the character of God, but continued to declare his innocence.

Job said that God “mocked” the innocent in their suffering.

Job complained to the Lord of unfair treatment, because of his innocence, and lamented the absence of an arbiter between himself and God.
Job again declared his desire to die since God had taken everything of value from him.

The farmer said that he understood Job's perspective and agreed with his conclusion.
Sometimes we can get trapped in a cycle of thinking, apart from a simple surrender to God, and that can lead to all manner of confusion.

In the text Job and his friends began a long series of exchanges, largely fruitless, where they attempted to play God in order to justify their views – in Job's case to justify giving up on life – in Bildad's case to find a simple human explanation for the tragedies.

Of course we know, from the beginning of the book of Job, that this was a heavenly battle played out on earth.
Dear Lord, Help me to be still when my mind is not clear. Help me to rest in You. Send to me people who are equally humble and quiet before You, rather than those who are vexations at the worst possible moment. Amen.  dmc2015
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Week 5 Day 3

OT (chronological)
Tuesday (Job 11 - 14)

Zophar’s First Speech to Job, Job's Reply, and Job's Challenge to God
The farmer and his friends continued to talk about the story of Job.
Zophar had joined the others - challenging Job to admit his sin and to allow the Lord God to forgive and restore him. He mocked Job for suggesting that he was better than everyone else, and free of sin.

Job replied that the fortunate were presuming to judge him merely because God had brought trouble to him – presuming that guilt for secret sin was the cause – forgetting that everything was God's to do with as He pleased and that for some unknown reason it was His pleasure to bring him low.

Job suggested the concept of death as a sleep of unawareness “... so man lies down and does not rise; until the heavens are no more, they will not awake nor arise from their sleep.” (vs. 14:12)
The farmer agreed with Job that God is free to do as He pleases with His creation, insisted that no one but God could explain the reason for the tragedies, and remained as hopeless about the future and as  longing for death as ever.
We can never rightly blame God for causing sin, accuse Him of being unjust, or imagine that know something that He does not. All are Biblically-absurd notions.

In our pain and anguish we lift the groanings of our hearts to God, He gives grace where our thinking may be sloppy, and He will lead us to understanding and trust. Then He gives us strength for the journey and hope every morning.
Dear Lord, It's not hard to imagine that Job and our farmer, now past the initial shock, were desperate to find a rational 'container' for understanding – as were their friends. As friends to the suffering may be be vessels of grace rather than tools of the enemies condemnation. Amen.  dmc2015
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Week 5 Day 4

OT (chronological)
Wednesday (Job 15 - 17)

Eliphaz’s Second Speech and Job's Reply
The farmer and his friends continued to discuss Job ...
Eliphaz amplified his challenge to Job as too arrogant toward the Lord God, maybe blasphemous.

Job was shocked and declared his associates/friends to be poor comforters and perhaps even his enemies for criticizing him so aggressively in his suffering.  He also asserted that were he in their place he would not criticize but comfort.

Job repeated that he felt that the Lord God was “picking on him” without cause and that he had lost hope as a result.  But he still clung to God and cried out in desperation for relief:
“16:19 Even now my witness is in heaven; my advocate is on high.

16:20 My intercessor is my friend as my eyes pour out tears to God;

16:21 and he contends with God on behalf of man as a man pleads for his friend.”
Eliphaz essentially called Job a pompous windbag, a sinner in-denial, and an arrogant apostate who dared to challenge the Lord God with self-righteous declarations of his victimization.  While he was correct on many points, indeed some of his words were later repeated by the Lord God, he presumed to know what only the Lord may know and thus served as an emissary of the 'accuser' – the enemy – rather than as an encouraging-exhorter sent by the Lord.
The farmer was a little troubled as he began to sense that he had drifted into some of the error of Job but was grateful that his friends had learned from the Bible and did not pile-on as Job's friends had.
Job and his friends were all guilty of misrepresenting the Lord God in one or more ways, but he was the victim of terrible tragedy - while they were more obsessed about winning a theological debate than in comforting their friend.

Because we are rightly taught to be “good Bereans”, testing everything against the Word of God, it can be hard to not speak-out when we hear incorrect statements. But our role in-the-moment is to be caring and wise, not adding pain and not raising matters that the listener is emotionally incapable of hearing.
Dear Lord, You are the Great Healer and Great Teacher, we are merely Your vessels. Help us to be available and to remain humble and patient. Amen.  dmc2015
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Week 5 Day 5

OT (chronological)
Thursday (Job 18 – 21:6)

Bildad’s Second Speech, Jophar's Second Speech, Job's Replies
The farmer and his friends continued to discuss Job ...
Bildad complained that Job treated his friends as dumb, yet he beat himself up -  even suggesting that his suffering should cause the world to stop, and maybe even collapse, because of it.

Job again accused his friends of unfairly attacking him, that he was innocent, and that even the Lord God had treated him unfairly.

Job said that even if his friends were correct it would be none of their business and that they appeared to be arrogant, proud, and self-righteous.

Job complained that his servants, slaves, and relatives also turned against him – even his wife found him disgusting.

Job re-asserted his assurance that there is a “Redeemer” and “Vindicator” in the Lord God and that he would at some point be redeemed and vindicated.

Zophar attacked Job declaring that all of his problems were evidence that he must have sinned unrepentantly and that he was no friend of God.

Job warned his associates/friends that they needed to worry that the sword of judgment might also come against them.

The farmer and his friends observed that Bildad and Jophar felt that Job was disrespecting them and that he thought the same of them.

They agreed that Job's friends had spoken out of fear - because Job's suggestion of a no sin-associated cause for his massive suffering placed them at-risk of the same – therefore they felt the need to isolate the event to Job's unique hidden sin.

They wondered why Job would believe that the Lord God would be his vindicator right after he said that the Lord was his unjust persecutor?

The farmer again thanked his friends for not behaving like Job's friends.

If we become self-righteous about winning an argument, silent – not to listen but only waiting a chance to make our point again, then we merely escalate, rather than learn. If we want to be heard it's often best to understand the perspective of the other person.

Dear Lord, Help me to listen at least twice as much as I speak, to hear the other person's heart, and to allow You to shape my words to speak truth in grace-filled love. Amen.  dmc2015
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Week 5 Day 6

OT (chronological)
Friday (Job 21:7 - 28)

Job's reply continued, Eliphaz and Bildad third speeches and Job's replies.
The farmer and his friends discussed the last of the exchanges between Job and his three friends ...

Eliphaz declared that Job was indifferent to the needs of the poor, and took financial advantage of  others, therefore he was guilty before the Lord God deserved what he got.

Job said he'd plead his case but that the Lord was unavailable.

Bildad told Job that all humans are imperfect and are like worms before the Lord God.

Job said Bildad's 'god' was one of simple cause and effect, sin and consequences, whereas he believed in a more complex God. (But his description was clouded by his personal circumstances.)

Job said that the Lord God had denied him justice and that he would never confess guilt (before God or his three associates/friends) - because he was righteous, so his integrity required him to stand his ground.

Job accused his associates/friends of being “godless” themselves - deserving the same fate they had described for him - when they accused him of being either dishonest about his sin or “godless”.

Zophar judged Job a wicked man, deserving his fate, because he could not imagine any other explanation of Job's condition.  Eliphaz and Zophar were not only convinced that Job's troubles could only be punishment for his sins but they also found it necessary to presume what were his sins - and to condemn him for them.

Rather than look to the Lord God in prayer Job and his associates/friends chose to engage in an intellectual debate and to impugn one another's faith.

The farmer and his friends were shocked to see how far their emotions had carried Job and his friends outside of grace and reason and pledged to one-another not to follow their example.

Have you tried to show someone, using plain facts, that they are wrong - yet they clung to a notion – irrationally?

Have you ever been falsely accused, amidst a larger conflict, not entirely of your making?

Have you experienced or observed Believers who were so invested in their intellectual debate that they neglected to make room for the Lord God?

Dear Lord, Please guide me into patience with the unteachable, protection against false charges, and faithfulness despite the faithlessness of others all around me. May “trust and obey” never be replaced by “situational ethics” in my life. Amen.  dmc2015
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Week 5 Day 7

OT (chronological)
Saturday (Job 29 - 31)

Job’s Concluding Soliloquy
The farmer and his friends discussed Job's lengthy diatribe about his circumstances and his perspective that God had treated him unfairly - ignoring his plea for a fair hearing.

Job reflected upon his high-standing in the community as one to whom people looked for encouragement and help, and who was treated with near-reverence.

He then he described the way that people avoided him, since the series of tragedies, and even the least of the least now mocked him.

Job's description of the latter vss 30:1-8 sounded shocking:
“whose fathers I disdained too much to put with my sheep dogs.
”

“Men whose strength had perished;”
“banished from the community – people shouted at them like they would shout at thieves –
”

“They brayed like animals among the bushes and were huddled together under the nettles.”

“Sons of senseless and nameless people, they were driven out of the land with whips.”

Job again blamed the Lord God for his condition “ I cry out to you, but you do not answer me; I stand up, and you only look at me. You have become cruel to me ...”

Job again declared his innocence, that he was undeserving of his earthly-fate, and the the Lord God had failed to fairly-consider his righteousness when finding him guilty and worthy of his terrible predicament.

Job concluded by declaring that if the Lord would grant him an audience he would explain his innocence and that he was sure that the Lord God would then correct His error.

Job actually believed that the Lord God had made an error.

Job's doubts about the Lord's perfect knowledge represented a dangerous flaw in his doctrine, and as an influential person in the community (up until the recent calamity) that was not healthy.

The farmer and his friends were even more shocked than before. They were puzzled as to the identity of the primitive banished people. They agreed that it was a very primitive time, and that Job didn't have access to the Bible, so they should resist judging him too harshly.

It is not hard to imagine that under similar circumstances a person who had grown used to comfort might become confused when confronted with tragedy – all the more reason why good Biblical discipleship is so important – we need to be prepared to separate the things of the world from the purity of God.

Dear Lord, May I never doubt Your perfection in all things – from knowledge to love – and may I understand that my earthly circumstances are not the highest priority of the One Whose eternal plan is perfect. Amen.  dmc2015
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