Daily Devotional

Week 6 Day 1

OT (chronological)

Sunday (Job 32 – 34:30)

The Speeches of Elihu

The farmer and his friends then considered the wisdom in the words of Elihu.

Elihu, younger than the others, spoke up when he saw that the three older men had ceased from contesting with Job.

Elihu challenged the three older men for improperly asserting certainty of specific sin in Job - merely because they could not comprehend any other acceptable explanation for his troubles.

Elihu reminded them that despite the age difference they were all created by God from the same clay and all stood equally before the Lord God.

Elihu challenged Job's insistence that he was innocent before the Lord God – noting that only God could claim perfection – but he did not insist that specific sin was the only explanation for his troubles.

Elihu challenged Job's derisive attitude toward the Lord God - when Job had declared the Lord to have been absent from a fair hearing and unjust toward him.

The farmer and his friends noticed that Elihu was not corrected by anyone.

They recalled from prior Bible reading that not only did the Lord God not ask Job to pray for him (as He did the other three) -  many of the things he said also appeared in the Lord's words to Job.

They also remembered that later, in the New Testament, the apostle Paul encouraged Timothy to be unafraid to speak truth – even to those older than he – and to not allow them to intimidate him to silence.

God's truth is unchanging. As Elihu observed, it is not the sole possession of people merely because they are old, or denied those who are young – it is given to those who honestly seek it.

We are never to fear speaking the truth in love, to gracefully challenge those who misrepresent the Word of God within the fellowship of Believers, and/or to disciple those whose hearts the Holy Spirit has prepared to learn. Amen.  dmc2015

Daily Devotional

Week 6 Day 2

OT (chronological)

Monday (Job 34:31 - 37)

Job Is Foolish to Rebel, Elihu's Third and Fourth Speeches, The Work and Wisdom of God

The farmer and his friends continued their review of the wisdom in the words of Elihu.

Elihu rightly observed that Job had gone beyond bringing his grief to the Lord and had actually challenged Him as unfair and unavailable.

Elihu then launched into one of the most-profound declarations of praise of the Lord God in all of the Bible, concluding with ...
“But now, the sun cannot be looked at – it is bright in the skies – after a wind passed and swept the clouds away.

“From the north he comes in golden splendor; around God is awesome majesty.

“As for the Almighty, we cannot attain to him!

“He is great in power, but justice and abundant righteousness he does not oppress.

“Therefore people fear him, for he does not regard all the wise in heart.”
The farmer and his friends were cheered as they read the words of Elihu.

When we gather together with fellow Believers, it matters not how many or the location, and we read praises lifted to the Lord – we are drawn to worship of the one and only true God – and we are encouraged.

God is eternal and unchanging, perfect in all ways, and needs nothing. He gives because he chooses to give, loves because He chooses to love, gives grace because He chooses grace, and judges because justice is righteous. Believers are His vessels to be used in His plan as He chooses.

Dear Lord, Please help me to live rightly so that I am available to You. If I harbor wrong thinking please correct it, if I wander – bring me home, if I fall please lift me up. I am Yours – I surrender all. Amen.  dmc2015
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Week 6 Day 3

OT (chronological)

Tuesday (Job 38 - 39)

The Divine Speeches

The Lord's First Speech

The farmer and his friends sat with hands over their mouths as they read the Lord God's words to Job.

The Lord God had allowed Job and his associates/friends sufficient time to dialogue and then brought a devastating challenge to Job “Who is this who darkens counsel with words without knowledge?”

[Note: This is close to Elihu's first words. Was he an angel, Jesus in the old testament, or just an extraordinarily wise younger man?]

The Lord declared that Job, who had demanded a judicial audience so that he could justify himself to God (Whom he had accused of doing him an injustice), had to stand and be questioned – then required to respond to His questions.

The Lord God directed Job's attention “Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth?”, then He continued to quiz him about many details of creation, even mocking him about the source and destination of light “You know, for you were born before them; and the number of your days is great!”
The Lord God then continued across the planet, listing detailed specifics about many varieties of living things and asking Job to inform Him about his (Job's) knowledge of them, mocking him again “Is it at your command that the eagle soars, and builds its nest on high?”

The farmer and his friends looked at one-another in shock, imagining the times that they may have harbored wrong beliefs – or even spoken them aloud – and what a terrifying moment it must have been for Job.

It's OK to have an imperfect understanding of God – it is impossible for any human to fully know such an awesome Being, One Who is not like us. It is not, however, acceptable to promote false teachings  about the singular source of perfection.

Dear Lord, We never have standing to question You, though You are not troubled when we cry out to You - and do so imperfectly.  May I learn from Job's experience the difference between crying-out in anguished uncertainty and doubting the integrity or knowledge of the Lord God. Amen.  dmc2015
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Week 6 Day 4

OT (chronological)

Wednesday (Job 40)

The Divine Speeches

The Lord's Challenge, Job’s Reply to God’s Challenge, The Lord's Second Speech

The farmer and his friends nodded their heads as they read the Lord God's challenge to Job, then his sudden humility and silence, and then they sat in awe as the Lord continued to lecture Job.

Job replied “Indeed, I am completely unworthy – how could I reply to you?” acknowledging that he had spoken twice but had not given answers, and now he would remain silent.
The Lord God again challenged Job to prepare to answer His questions, beginning “Would you indeed annul my justice?  Would you declare me guilty so that you might be right?”

The Lord then reviewed several of His unique attributes – demonstrating to Job that he was in no position to be questioning God.

Behemoth appears to describe some sort of great beast, one which likely mutated or became extinct over time – perhaps an ancient hippopotamus or rhinoceros.

The farmer and his friends speculated if their reply might have been any different than Job's, or if they'd have been able to speak at all. They also wondered aloud as to the mysterious Behemoth.

For most of us the “Behemoths” in our lives may be rhetorical such as exceptionally challenging tasks, or extraordinary gifts and talents, or physical such as an exceptional athlete, a giant Clydesdale horse, or a huge elephant.

When our view of God is too small then everything seems too big. When we create barriers to God because we have wrong, non-Biblical notions, about Him - peace and wisdom escape us.

Dear Lord, Help me to know You better, to be a better student of Your ways, and to trust You more. Then when trouble comes I know where to turn. Amen.  dmc2015
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Week 6 Day 5

OT (chronological)

Thursday (Job 41)

The Description of Leviathan

The farmer pondered the “Leviathan” in his life, that is the terrible tragedies he had experienced, then recoiled from the notion that he might blame God and challenge the One Who controls the monster.

The Biblical concept of Leviathan, in Job, has a three-pronged nature, on one hand the use of a literal exceptionally-large creature - to illustrate a point about power, on another perhaps a rhetorical image - to describe any unusually-difficult life challenge, and the third - to illustrate Job's standing before the Lord God (a Behemoth or Leviathan by comparison).

The Lord asked Job which mere human (Job or any other) can handle “Behemoth” or “Leviathan” at all, let alone with a mere word, a look, or a casual action.

The most natural renderings of Leviathan, in the context of God challenging Job -  who had challenged Him – may be a self-description (41:8-11) or perhaps His justice meted-out in the world by the “Accuser” - “that old serpent” the devil. (Isaiah 27:1 and Revelation 20:2).

The farmer and his friends agreed that they needed to choose God as an ally rather than make of Him an enemy – the wise choice seemed clear – to trust and obey.

When we face “monstrous” challenges in life we are forced to choose whether to challenge them with God = or to challenge God – and make Him our enemy. In the life of the faithful Believer God is always an ally, but in the life of a Believer in rebellion the “Leviathan” may come as an agent of chastisement – and in the life of the unbeliever, in judgment.

Dear Lord, You want to be my ally, and I sure prefer You in that role. Please guide me to where  discipleship and mentoring will mature me as Your faithful-servant and trusting vessel. Amen.  dmc2015
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Week 6 Day 6

OT (chronological)

Friday (Job 42:1-6)

Job’s Confession

The farmer and his friends bowed their heads and became very somber as they read along ...

They looked back to Job 40:6-7 to remember why Job felt compelled to speak again:
“Then the Lord answered Job from the whirlwind:
“Get ready for a difficult task like a man. I will question you and you will inform me!”
Job had been verbally attacked by his three friends - and he reacted by defending himself and diminishing the Lord God.

Elihu described the foolishness of any effort to diminish the Lord and challenged Job to repent.

The Lord God demanded that Job be accountable for his thoughts and words.

He demanded that Job “Pay attention”, be questioned, and then answer the questions He put to him - in the context that He defined - rather than the faulty contexts of Job and his three friends.
“I have declared without understanding things too wonderful for me to know.
”

“Therefore I despise myself, and I repent in dust and ashes!”

Job discovered absolute humility, just as David in the desert would later proclaim that if he faded into the dust of the desert – were that to be the Lord's will – he would still praise Him.

The farmer and his friends were nodding their heads saying “That's right, that's right” as the words of Job humble confession and repentance were read.

There are many times that we think, and even say, foolish things. Mature people will allow us to apologize and will forgive. Our Lord God is quick to accept, forgive, and restore a contrite heart.

Never be afraid to admit when you are in the wrong, to seek and accept forgiveness, then to strive to prevent the enemy from manipulating you into repeating the error.

Dear Lord, Without You I am nothing. My past is worthless – unless redeemed by You, my present is empty – unless filled with You, and my future is meaningless – unless centered on You. Help me to learn to make You my all in all. Amen.  dmc2015
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Week 6 Day 7

OT (chronological)

Saturday (Job 42:7-17)

The Epilogue (42:7-17)

The farmer and his friends breathed a collective sigh of relief as they read the conclusion of Job.

The Lord God declared that Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar has spoken wrongly about the Lord's treatment of Job (assigning a proportional sin-guilt to Job) and that they needed to make offerings.

He compared their statements to Job's humble repentance – after He confronted him (not Job's earlier statements of doubt or challenges to God).

He further instructed that Job would function as their high priest, and pray to Him on their behalf, and that only then would He forgive them.

[Note: Elihu's statements were not flagged by God as incorrect.]
The Lord then blessed Job with children and animals and great health and wealth.

Job gave inheritances to both his sons and his daughters, a practice not later continued.

[Note: Some rare exceptions were made to the son's inheritance only tradition.]

The farmer's friends offered to pray for him daily, to share their resources as he rebuilt his business and farm, and encourage others to do the same – as led by the Lord God.

Not every tragedy leads to a literal restoration times two, sometimes the Lord redeems what the enemy has meant for evil in other ways – a testimony of His comfort, faithfulness, strength, and truth, an altered life path from one drifting toward trouble, or a partial literal restoration.

Dear Lord, Whatever You choose for me I must accept as the best way. You know far more that I every detail, You love me – as your vessel – in ways I cannot comprehend, and You have promised me eternity in heaven with You – nothing on earth can compare to that. Amen.  dmc2015
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