Daily Devotional

Week 3 Day 1

OT (chronological)

Sunday (Genesis 6:9 - 7:24)

The Judgment of the Flood

They had 100,000 chickens on their farm. A few hens and roosters had been separated from the rest by the owner who wanted them to eat the crickets and other bugs which plagued his garden at home. While they were away a terrible disease attacked the farm.

There was no cure – the chickens would have to be destroyed and the farm cleansed. All of the chickens were chased into the barns and the doors closed. Then a truck rolled up and a person in an odd-looking safety suit stepped out. The bosses all shouted “Everyone off the property!” Once they were outside of the gates they were told to go home and not return for two days.

The man in the suit then walked to the center of each building, opened a canister, then moved to the next, then returned to the truck and waited. After an hour the huge fans in the barns turned on, the canisters were retrieved and placed back in the truck, and the man left. All of the chickens were dead.

The workers returned in two days, shoveled the chickens into huge dumpsters (they were taken away to be burned), then set about cleaning everything on the property with bleach.

Only the chickens at the owners home remained to repopulate the farm.

Sometimes there are things in our lives that are like the disease that attacked the chickens. We can be stubborn and hope things magically get better or allow the Holy Spirit to purge them from our lives. A measure of our faith and maturity is that we let go of the things that God says to let go of.

Dear Lord, help me to listen and to obey and not get in the way when You need to clean me up. Amen.
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Daily Devotional

Week 3 Day 2

OT (chronological)

Monday (Genesis 8:1–14)

God remembers Noah

The young man's dad, a former military man, was very stern. He was always fair, but he didn't like change or surprises – and did I mention that he was always stern? If there was something Dan wanted to do that was out of the ordinary his answer was always “No”. Depending on the tone of the “No” Dan knew not to ask again that day, and maybe not for several days.

The teen boys archery club was starting again in September and Dan had just turned 13 – he was finally old enough to join – if his dad said “Yes” and approved him spending the money he had saved for a bow, some arrows, and the membership fee. Dad's first answer was “No”, and it was a particularly “Don't ask me again any time soon” kind of “No”.

As Dan waited for an opportunity to ask again he tried leaving a newspaper ad on the kitchen table announcing an upcoming sale on bows and arrows. But his dad said nothing. He then left his jar of saved money on the counter with the paper bearing the amount he'd saved clearly visible. Still dad said nothing. Finally, he summoned up his courage, knocked on his dad's door and when called in said “Permission to speak?” in his most official sounding voice. His dad replied, suppressing a smile, “Permission granted.” Dan continued “I have worked and saved for the day that I turned 13 and hereby  request permission to invest in a bow and arrow and membership in the archery club.” To which his dad responded “Permission granted. Please close the door quietly on the way out.” But the smile escaped his control and Dan saw his opening, rushed to hug him, then stepped back to straighten his clothes and hastily exited the office. He dared not look back, but had he done so, he would have seen his dad smiling proudly as he watched his son depart.

As we discern what our Lord God wants of us we may sometimes think of Him as a stern taskmaster. We may even think that He likes to say “No” when He actually wants to say “Yes” - when our request is made at the right time, in the right way, and for the right reasons.

John 14:12-14 reminds us that God's response to our prayer requests is based on the test of glory to Him and no lesser person or thing – for that would make them an idol.

Dear Lord, when I approach You as Father, may I know You love to bless me for obedience. Amen. Dmc2015
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Week 3 Day 3

OT (chronological)

Tuesday (Genesis 8:15-22)

A new beginning after the Flood

When World War II in the Pacific, generally the United States versus Imperial Japan, was ended - via the surrender of the Japanese - some Japanese fighters sent to the Philippines didn't get the message.

In an isolated mountainous jungle area 20 fighters continued to believe that their emperor desired them to hold-out - no matter what and for no matter how long. For twenty-nine years they lived off the land, dying one by one from various causes (one had walked away and was never seen again), until only one remained.

It turned out that the soldiers had learned what to eat or not eat by watching the animals. They would also occasionally kill a cow, belonging to local villagers, now and then. Efforts were made to contact and draw them out but they treated all such efforts as enemy propaganda.

Once captured it required the presence of his former commander to finally convince him that not only was the war over – but that his captors meant him no harm.

In our lives there are times when it may feel as if we are trapped in a lonely place, conflict rages all around us, and there is little to do but to try to survive - and wait it out.

The Bible teaches us to trust God for the strength to stand but also to be wise enough to know when He is telling us to move on.  He calls us into fellowship so that He may teach, affirm, and care for us -  using our fellow Believers.

Dear Lord, help me to faithfully trust You through the storms, to faithfully trust You in order to know when to leave my temporary shelter, and to faithfully trust when You send me back out. Amen.  dmc2015
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Week 3 Day 4

OT (chronological)

Wednesday (Genesis 9:1-17)

The Lord blessed Noah and his family.

They had two separate areas for animals on their farm, one close to the house, and the other further away. They had a very good reason for this.

The animals kept near the house were long-term resources for eggs, milk, and labor – and because they were near and stayed around a long time, they also became casual pets. The animals kept further away were intended for food.

Their grandparents and great-grandparents still tell stories of the day when things were different and the few animals they had were kept together. If the hunt went badly or the weather made it impossible to hunt - on any day a casual pet (chicken, cow, duck, goat, etc.) could suddenly become dinner – not always pleasant, but when resources are scarce and people are hungry one did what one had to do. One way to avoid emotions ruining their appetites was to trade their animal for a different animal with a family in another town – but often that was not practical either.

Every day we make choices. Where do we buy a product, with whom we spend some time, what things we choose to do – there is a corollary or opposite, for each; which store we didn't favor, which friend we didn't choose, to which things we said no. Each choice reflects a value judgment; this store has a sale, this friend is moving away - so it's the last chance to be together, that activity is more dangerous than I like – or perhaps it may be a different sort of value judgment about right versus wrong and good versus evil.

Dear Lord, when I have to make choices, help me to remember that You know every detail – and no matter how small, wisdom dictates that I bring to You them all. Amen.  dmc2015
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Week 3 Day 5

OT (chronological)

Thursday (Genesis 9:18 -10:32)

Blessings and curses upon Noah's sons

The big corporation decided to build three self-driving cars. The first two proved to be reliable, first on the test tracks, then out in the general public - but the third gave them lots of trouble.

All three were built in the same factory, all three used almost the same parts, but the third had been entrusted to a new young employee for final tests and adjustments. The senior engineers had tired of the project so they delegated the tedious part.

After months of effort, first by the young engineer, then the senior engineers – the nagging variable that was causing problems simply could not be found. It was finally decided to relegate number three car to the test track for visitors to see and for the running of errands with a human driver always present.

In life we humans have unique personalities and unique physiologies; we not only can make different choices based upon the same information, our bodies may react to the environment differently. One child may be good at art, another math, a third sports, the same three may each respond differently to  cold weather, hot weather, and rainy weather.

When we approach moments of choice in our lives it is important that we understand ourselves better. When we evaluate the choices of others, it is equally important that we take the time to understand them better, because we all are affected by the Fall.

Dear Lord, I do not want to choose foolishly, like Ham, and stumble into a life of limitations and trouble. Please help me to slow down and to consider carefully the reasons for the choice I am about to make. Amen.  dmc2015
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Week 3 Day 6

OT (chronological)

Friday (Genesis 11:1-9)

The Dispersion of the Nations at Babel

They built a great ship about which it is rumored that one man associated with the project declared “Even God could not sink this ship.” The two things that did sink the ship, in addition to the literal cause – an iceberg, were arrogance and avarice.

The arrogance was in plowing ahead through waters about which there had been multiple warnings of deadly floating icebergs. The avarice was that in their rush to make the announced deadline, and the desire to cut costs, they used some inferior metal and inferior rivets – both of which may not have failed were it not for their vulnerability to the severe cold of their ill-chosen route.

The name of this ship is infamous for it's legacy of pride and of failure – the Titanic.

In our lives there are times and places where we may be guilty of “titanic” arrogance, especially when we imagine that we can handle challenges without God, that we can go places and do things that He warns against and not be harmed by them, and that we can fail to be in accountability and discipleship relationships – as He has instructed – and still grow stronger and wiser.

Dear Lord, please help me to ignore the foolishness of “Lone Ranger Christianity” and rather to link-up with fellow Believers so that I am not such easy prey for the enemy. May my faith not fail due to faulty construction and poor judgment. Amen.  dmc2015
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Week 3 Day 7

OT (chronological)

Saturday (Genesis 11:10-32)

The Genealogy of Shem through Abram

They were both raised in a church and community where a high value was placed upon married people with many children – and they were in agreement with that philosophy.

They married right out of high school; he had a good job, they had been given a small cottage as a wedding gift, and he had a scholarship to the local community college - as a part time student. Because of their good circumstances she could stay home – and they could immediately have children.

The first year passed and no child. In the second year they visited the doctor, she ran lots of tests, then announced that she could not explain why they could not get pregnant. By the end of the third year they were both embarrassed by the questions and frustrated by their infertility - so when he was offered a two year contract, all expenses paid, in another state – they jumped at it.

While they were away they were talked into a surrogate mother arrangement, but when the time arrived for the birth of the baby the surrogate changed her mind and insisted on keeping the baby – and the law was on her side. The surrogate, who worked for the clinic, had used her own egg rather than that of the intended mother. She had altered the records to say that was their agreement all along. The trusting couple had not checked the forms carefully before signing them and now were trapped. They were heartsick.  Meanwhile, they also learned that the surrogate was secretly a member of a very dangerous religious cult, adding to the mess.

The father could assert legal rights to occasional visits with the child but she demanded that he release those rights. She said that she didn't care about the money, and that the cult's lawyers would file charges (false but hard to disprove) that he had threatened to kill her and the child. If he claimed his legal rights not only would he be responsible for many expenses over the lifetime of the child, but she and the cult could destroy their lives  – not to mention the influence of a cult-raised child on their other children – a very real concern as during this process his wife had discovered that they were finally pregnant.

It was a very hard decision but he released his rights to the child and they moved back home.

There are lots of pressures in life, many of which may not be as ethically-unclear as surrogate birthing, but all of them must be done in God's way and in God's timing. When we feel rushed due to human-pressures and/or timing, rather than trusting God for His priorities and His timing, we must resist and wait on Him.

Dear Lord, It may be the desire to be married, to have children, to have a certain job or promotion, to be famous, rich, or something else – none of which are Your first priority for us – because that is always a better relationship with You. Help me to keep my eyes on You and not on the priorities of the world. Amen.  dmc2015
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