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The Story of Cain and Abel
 “Now the man had marital relations with his wife Eve, and she became pregnant and gave birth to Cain.
Then she said, “I have created a man just as the Lord did!” 
Then she gave birth to his brother Abel. 
Abel took care of the flocks, while Cain cultivated the ground.”
The mother hen laid two eggs and she sat on them for 21 days.

When they hatched one was a hen and the other a rooster.

The mother hen watched over them carefully, keeping them clean and safe, showing them the way to the food and water.

As the new little hen grew she was very calm as she went about her daily routines of eating and drinking water - eventually laying her own eggs.

The rooster was the opposite – attacking everything and everyone – and rushing to always get to the food and water first.

Everyone is unique and it's not always easy to figure out why children in the same home can be so very different in so many ways.

As Believers it is important that we reflect, before God, at the end of each day - to learn how we might improve.

We are also to be teachable by those whom the Lord sends to help is to grow – be they parents, teachers, counselors or preachers.

Dear Lord, I don't always know why I react to things the way that I do sometimes, please help me to be honest with You – and to learn from those whom You send to help me. Amen.  dmc2016
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“At the designated time Cain brought some of the fruit of the ground for an offering to the Lord. 
But Abel brought some of the firstborn of his flock – even the fattest of them. 
And the Lord was pleased with Abel and his offering, 
but with Cain and his offering he was not pleased. 
So Cain became very angry, and his expression was downcast.
Then the Lord said to Cain, “Why are you angry, and why is your expression downcast? 
Is it not true that if you do what is right, you will be fine? 
But if you do not do what is right, sin is crouching at the door. 
It desires to dominate you, but you must subdue it.”
Continuing our story from yesterday …

As the little young hen grew her need for food and water increased.

Her time to forage for nutrition was limited due to egg-sitting time, but she still had to eat.

Because the rooster was so aggressive around the food the hen was away from her eggs for long  periods of time in search of bugs and greens.

One day she returned to her eggs to find them broken – the people took them away and cleaned-up her nest – then she laid more eggs.

The hen was now afraid to leave her eggs for long and was starting to get hungry and thirsty and weak.

Don't we all have times when the many priorities of our lives seem to conflict?

We need to work to pay our bills, or maybe we're pouring our time into education – either situation can mean less time for family and friends, and sometimes we even allow it to affect our time with God.

Time spent traveling to work, plus long work hours, may result in grabbing quick-food that isn't healthy  and we may choose to sacrifice necessary exercise – so our bodies suffer.

We face many choices, and because we're often frustrated and tired, it's hard to think clearly.

Dear Lord, You know the needs and the responsibilities I have, please help me to strike the right balance – taking care of “the temple” - my mind, body, and soul. Amen.  dmc2016
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Tuesday (Genesis 1:26-2:4)
4:8 Cain said to his brother Abel, “Let’s go out to the field.” 

While they were in the field, Cain attacked his brother Abel and killed him.

4:9 Then the Lord said to Cain, “Where is your brother Abel?” 

And he replied, “I don’t know! Am I my brother’s guardian?” 

4:10 But the Lord said, “What have you done? 

The voice of your brother’s blood is crying out to me from the ground! 

4:11 So now, you are banished from the ground, which has opened its mouth to receive your brother’s blood from your hand. 

4:12 When you try to cultivate the ground it will no longer yield its best for you. You will be a homeless wanderer on the earth.” 

4:13 Then Cain said to the Lord, “My punishment is too great to endure! 

4:14 Look! You are driving me off the land today, 

and I must hide from your presence. 

I will be a homeless wanderer on the earth; 

whoever finds me will kill me.” 

4:15 But the Lord said to him, “All right then, if anyone kills Cain, Cain will be avenged seven times as much.” 

Then the Lord put a special mark on Cain so that no one who found him would strike him down. 

4:16 So Cain went out from the presence of the Lord and lived in the land of  Nod, east of Eden.

As the saga of our chickens continues ...

One very hot and dry summer day the water was low and the rooster got there first and drank his fill.

When the hen arrived he chased her off whenever she tried to drink – aggressively pecking at her head and neck - he did this all day and night for several days until the hen died.

When the owners saw the dead hen and the peck marks they knew that the rooster had killed her.

They didn't want to kill the rooster, because they had hatched him from an egg and watched him grow,  so they put him in the truck and drove a good distance - leaving him in a field to fend for himself.

When we act selfishly we cause harm to those around us, which means we cannot be listening to the Holy Spirit within, and as a result it will feel as though we are a long ways from Him – a sad place to be.

Dear Lord, I know that my weakness causes me to act selfishly sometimes, please help me to recognize and change that in my life – I want to be near to You. Amen.  dmc2015
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Wednesday (Genesis 4:17-24)

The Beginning of Civilization

4:17 Cain had marital relations with his wife, 

and she became pregnant and gave birth to Enoch. 

Cain was building a city, 

and he named the city after his son Enoch. 

4:18 To Enoch was born Irad, and Irad was the father of Mehujael. Mehujael was the father of Methushael, and Methushael was the father of Lamech.

4:19 Lamech took two wives for himself; 

the name of the first was Adah, and the name of the second was Zillah. 

4:20 Adah gave birth to Jabal; he was the first of those who live in tents and keep livestock. 

4:21 The name of his brother was Jubal; he was the first of all who play the harp and the flute. 

4:22 Now Zillah also gave birth to Tubal-Cain, who heated metal and shaped all kinds of tools made of bronze and iron. 

The sister of Tubal-Cain was Naamah.

4:23 Lamech said to his wives, “Adah and Zillah! Listen to me! You wives of Lamech, hear my words! I have killed a man for wounding me, a young man for hurting me.

4:24 If Cain is to be avenged seven times as much, then Lamech seventy-seven times!”

When he got out of jail the young man moved to another state, found a good job building houses and eventually started his own company.

Along the way he met a young woman, and they were married.

They had several children and he named a new development of homes after his first-born son, and then named the streets within it after his wife and other children.

Their children had different gifts; one was an artist, another a carpenter, and another a mechanic.

The father had an argument with one of his workers and rather than work things out he fired him – then he shouted to everyone that if they ever disagreed with him he'd fire them as well.

Just because someone has authority, title, or wealth does not mean that they have mature wisdom.

When you are able to choose under whose authority you live, be it in business, fellowship, marriage, or politics consider their maturity and demonstrated wisdom – and where possible the quality of their relationship with the Lord.

Dear Lord, help me to consult Your Word to be wise in all matters throughout my life. Amen. 

dmc2015
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Thursday (Genesis 4:25-26)

4:25 And Adam had marital relations with his wife again, 

and she gave birth to a son. 

She named him Seth, saying, 

“God has given me another child in place of Abel because Cain killed him.”

4:26 And a son was also born to Seth, whom he named Enosh. 

At that time people began to worship the Lord.

In 1906 the Holy Spirit of God brought a great awakening and revival to Wales, Great Britain.

In 1908 a young British chemist, only 22 years old, obeyed the call of God to bring His Word to the Hmar people of north-east India.

He was opposed by the British colonial officials and the Anglican church there but persisted.

Despite warnings that they were pagan cannibals, not fond of “white” men, he went and found himself welcomed to live among them where he shared – without evidence of significant progress – until thrown out of the country by the British officials.

Some 40 years later a young Hmar man visited him – he was the son of the most-attentive Hmar, had learned English, translated the Bible into their language, and many came to Christ – building schools and clinics and over 100 fellowships. [Book and Movie: “Beyond The Next Mountain”]

If God, through the still soft voice of His Holy Spirit, called to you to serve Him – would you hear Him?

Would you obey even if the call seemed impossible, unfeasible, and even dangerous?

It may be as simple as changing your daily schedule somehow, changing the people with whom you spend the most time, spending more time in His Word, or helping a fellow Believer in need. Or, it might be something far more life-transforming.

Dear Lord, I am only here to serve You, everything else fades in importance. Please help me to hear and to respond in faithful obedience to Your call. Amen.  dmc2015
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Friday (Genesis 5)

From Adam to Noah

5:1 This is the record of the family line of Adam.

When God created humankind, he made them in the likeness of God. 5:2 He created them male and female; when they were created, he blessed them and named them “humankind.”

5:3 When Adam had lived 130 years he fathered a son in his own likeness, according to his image, and he named him Seth. 5:4 The length of time Adam lived after he became the father of Seth was 800 years; during this time he had other sons and daughters. 5:5 The entire lifetime of Adam was 930 years, and then he died.

5:6 When Seth had lived 105 years, he became the father of Enosh. 5:7 Seth lived 807 years after he became the father of Enosh, and he had other sons and daughters. 5:8 The entire lifetime of Seth was 912 years, and then he died.

5:9 When Enosh had lived 90 years, he became the father of Kenan. 5:10 Enosh lived 815 years after he became the father of Kenan, and he had other sons and daughters. 5:11 The entire lifetime of Enosh was 905 years, and then he died.

5:12 When Kenan had lived 70 years, he became the father of Mahalalel. 5:13 Kenan lived 840 years after he became the father of Mahalalel, and he had other sons and daughters. 5:14 The entire lifetime of Kenan was 910 years, and then he died.

5:15 When Mahalalel had lived 65 years, he became the father of Jared. 5:16 Mahalalel lived 830 years after he became the father of Jared, and he had other sons and daughters. 5:17 The entire lifetime of Mahalalel was 895 years, and then he died.

5:18 When Jared had lived 162 years, he became the father of Enoch. 5:19 Jared lived 800 years after he became the father of Enoch, and he had other sons and daughters. 5:20 The entire lifetime of Jared was 962 years, and then he died.

5:21 When Enoch had lived 65 years, he became the father of Methuselah. 5:22 After he became the father of Methuselah, Enoch walked with God for 300 years, and he had other sons and daughters. 5:23 The entire lifetime of Enoch was 365 years. 5:24 Enoch walked with God, and then he disappeared because God took him away.

5:25 When Methuselah had lived 187 years, he became the father of Lamech. 5:26 Methuselah lived 782 years after he became the father of Lamech, and he had other sons and daughters. 5:27 The entire lifetime of Methuselah was 969 years, and then he died.

5:28 When Lamech had lived 182 years, he had a son. 5:29 He named him Noah, saying, “This one will bring us comfort from our labor and from the painful toil of our hands because of the ground that the Lord has cursed.” 5:30 Lamech lived 595 years after he became the father of Noah, and he had other sons and daughters. 5:31 The entire lifetime of Lamech was 777 years, and then he died.

5:32 After Noah was 500 years old, he became the father of Shem, Ham, and Japheth.

A piece of space debris struck their parts-supply ship on the way to a mechanized outpost on the planet Mars, so they made an emergency landing on the moon.

Before the astronauts used their escape pod to return safely to the space station, and then home to Earth, they built two sophisticated robots.

The robots were designed to build greenhouses and farms on the surface. These robots were also programmed to build more robots.

The astronauts used the best parts for their first robots but after that the robots had to make due with the parts they could find in the damaged ship – so each new robot was unique, some ran better, some lasted longer, they looked a little different, and their tasks varied.

Due to a sudden terrible surge of plagues, storms, volcanoes, and war no one from Earth paid any attention to what was happening on the moon.

One day decades later a young person with a telescope looked up and saw a ring of greenhouses around the moon and wondered how they got there, what was in them, and who might live there – and thus was born a new generation of explorers.

The Genesis 5 text is silent as to the pre-Seth era. It remains unclear how many children they had prior to Seth, but what is clear that every one was unique, and God knew them all by name. When we look back across the generations of our family history what patterns do we see? If not toward greater faithfulness – can we be the one God uses to cause a change in direction for future generations?

Dear Lord, You care about every choice – indeed every thought that we form in our minds – and You long for us to invite You to be Lord of all. Help me to see – and to follow. Amen.  dmc2015
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Saturday (Genesis 6:1-8)

God’s Grief over Humankind’s Wickedness

6:1 When humankind began to multiply on the face of the earth, and daughters were born to them, 6:2 the sons of God saw that the daughters of humankind were beautiful. Thus they took wives for themselves from any they chose. 

6:3 So the Lord said, “My spirit will not remain in humankind indefinitely, since they are mortal. They will remain for 120 more years.”

6:4 The Nephilim were on the earth in those days (and also after this) when the sons of God were having sexual relations with the daughters of humankind, who gave birth to their children. They were the mighty heroes of old, the famous  men.

6:5 But the Lord saw that the wickedness of humankind had become great on the earth. Every inclination of the thoughts of their minds was only evil all the time. 6:6 The Lord regretted that he had made humankind on the earth, and he was highly offended. 

6:7 So the Lord said, “I will wipe humankind, whom I have created, from the face of the earth – everything from humankind to animals, including creatures that move on the ground and birds of the air, for I regret that I have made them.”

6:8 But Noah found favor in the sight of the Lord.

They were little people in a village of traditionally small stature – no one ever stood more than 5'2”. Their daughter went to work in a clinic in a nearby city where she met a man from a village of very sturdy and tall people. As things would happen they became friends, then their families became friends, and after a while they were married. Over the generations there were tall and small children born within the same families of their descendants and the stories told to explain that became somewhat fanciful. But there was also a dark side – his family worshiped a false god who encouraged sin and over time few among her people remembered the God of the Bible.

Have you ever heard a story about your family or town or something else that seemed quite unusual, only to later meet someone who shared the more simple and true history?

As we make friends and learn about other cultures we must be watchful that we do not merge things into our beliefs and values that are incompatible with the sovereign truth of the Word. The enemy knows that our flesh is weak and that we will naturally drift toward that which gives excuse to sin.

Dear Lord, help me to be wise so that I am not deceived, and bold that I will exhort others to do the same. Amen.  dmc2015

All Bible text is from the NET unless otherwise indicated - http://bible.org 

Devotional copyright © 2016 by David M. Colburn. This is associated with the BibleSeven Study – “Genesis 4-6_8 – OT Chronological”. This text may be used for non-profit educational purposes only, with credit; all other usage requires prior written consent of the author.

