Daily Devotional

Week 10 Day 1

OT (chronological)

Sunday (Genesis 37)
Joseph’s Dreams, Judah and Tamar
One of the young Believers in the home village of Cy and Wendy and their family decided to travel to the distant new village from which Cy had returned several months prior. It was his belief that the Lord was prompting him to go in order to build upon Cy's efforts to open a door to evangelistic missions.

He had communicated with a group of those with whom Cy had remained in contact – because they had expressed a continuing interest in more teaching.

Once there they were initially friendly and welcoming but as he began to press them about the uniqueness of Biblical-Christianity, the contrasts with other belief systems, and why the two could not be mixed - their attitudes changed.

One day the village leaders asked him to come to their meeting house - where they informed him that it was time for him to leave; he asked why, and was told that the group he was teaching had accused him  of sowing conflict and discord.

He was very disappointed but packed his things and left the following morning.

Sometimes we may rush those considering-Christ, new Believers, or older Believers (who are stuck in tradition) to change their thinking too quickly. It is important to constantly assess and reassess the emotional, intellectual, and spiritual teachability of people – through both observation and prayer.

Dear Lord, Please slow me down when I get out ahead of You, make me more sensitive to others, and give me Your words – rather than my own. Amen.  dmc2015
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Week 10 Day 2

OT (chronological)

Monday (Genesis 39 - 40)
Joseph and Potiphar’s Wife, The Cupbearer and the Baker
One of the young native Believers in the village went to work for an adviser to the village leader. She was smart and ethical and the adviser came to rely upon her to handle most of her office and business activities – which freed her to travel.

The adviser's husband was not as respectful. He made excuses for her to attend “business meetings” at lunch time, the first couple of occasions a third person was present – but the “business” matter was something that could have been easily handled via phone or email. During the next couple of meetings there was no third person, he said they had canceled at the last minute, but why not stay and use the lunch reservation to discuss business – but the business matters were shallow - and he asked more questions about her personal life than business.

Finally, he arranged for a Friday dinner meeting – where two others were initially present but left early, - leaving her alone with him. He invited her for a drink at his home, both of them knowing that his wife was away - so she called him out – informing him that such conduct would be an offense to God and his wife.

He stormed off and called his wife. He lied and accused her of flirting and of arranging the meetings. She lost her job, there were rumors around the village, and she was heartsick.
Wendy and the wife of the older missionary couple, met with her. They explained that she really should have said something to them at her first suspicion – but that they would now pray together that the Lord would reveal his sin.
Sometimes the world doesn't seem just. Both the young Believer and Joseph's integrity earned them opportunities - then their integrity was falsely questioned – resulting in harm.

Just as the young Believer could not challenge the adviser's husband, without seeming to call him an adulterer and liar, neither could Joseph – both were in lose-lose situations.

People can be dishonest and unfaithful, then blame it on others. Christians are often seen as easy targets because they appear to be trusting – even gullible. 

The only answer was to turn the circumstances, and the people, over to the Lord - and wait.
Dear Lord, Please remind me to pray daily for protection and wisdom, to maintain a constant and transparent conversation with those who have authority over me, and to invest in accountability-relationships with fellow Believers. Amen. dmc2015
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Week 10 Day 3

OT (chronological)

Tuesday (Genesis 41)
Joseph’s Rise to Power
The rumors about the adviser's husband's accusations, and the firing of the assistant, had reached all the way back to the City, where the adviser and her husband used to live and work. A former employee called the adviser to say that he had treated her the same way. The adviser hired a private investigator and discovered a sad pattern. The couple were legally-separated and the husband refused to seek counseling to address the problem.

Wendy went to visit the adviser, she informed her that they had been praying for the situation, she offered to mediate marriage-reconciliation for them, and she inquired if the adviser had reconciled with her former assistant.
The adviser said that she didn't think her former assistant would ever trust her again, but Wendy explained the way that forgiveness worked for Believers, and suggested that she should give her former assistant a chance.

The adviser visited her former assistant at home, apologized, and asked her to consider returning to her former role – with the additional authority and duties her husband had previously held.

The assistant agreed to become the adviser's senior associate – with one condition – the adviser would either attend a  Sunday fellowship or a small group gathering at least once a week (when she was in town). The adviser agreed.

When others in the village heard that the adviser was visiting the fellowship they became curious as well and soon the Sunday fellowship and outreach groups multiplied.

Things do not always work out well for everyone; though the cupbearer returned to his job, and Joseph was promoted, the baker lost his head, some of Pharaoh's top people lost authority to Joseph, and the adviser lost her marriage. Sometimes it's a stubborn choice that a person makes that blocks reconciliation and restoration, and sometimes God steps in and changes things.

Dear Lord, May I always be available to Your service, may I stand ready at the line of reconciliation when a relationship has been damaged, and may I speak-up for others – without expecting anything for myself – even at the risk of being disregarded or misunderstood. Amen.  dmc2015
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Week 10 Day 4

OT (chronological)

Wednesday (Genesis 42 - 44)
Joseph’s Brothers in Egypt, The Second Journey to Egypt, The Final Test
The adviser's husband was charged with workplace harassment by several former employees and was convicted in court. When the time came for sentencing the judge requested that each of the harassed employees provide input.

The judge asked each to choose from a list of alternative punishments. He said he leaned toward a combination of #'s 2, 3 and 4 but did promise to strongly consider their recommendation.

The former employees decided to meet and discuss the alternatives. After an hour of each sharing their stories they began to get more specific about the choices:

1. Two and a half years in prison (six months for each person offended).

2. $10,000. restitution to the court and $10,000 restitution to each of the persons offended.

3. 10 hours of community service per week for two and a half years (6 months per offended person).
4. 5 years of probation (any offense during that time would result in all of the punishments imposed).

5. Some combination of the above.

After an hour of somewhat heated discussion the adviser's associate encouraged them to think of both accountability and grace, as in the story of Joseph, then led them to choose the following:

$10,000 restitution to the court (so taxpayers were not burdened by his bad choices), community service every weekend (5pm Friday through 5pm Sunday) for one year - as supervised by the mission headquarters in the City, and 5 years of probation (to be reduced to 1 year if recommended by the mission headquarters in the City).

The judge was surprised by their grace and unselfishness – but he agreed and the husband, faced with a much harsher sentence by the judge, accepted.

Each of the women in this scenario could have received $10,000., if they agreed with the judge's plan. They also could have tried to exact vengeance through harsher penalties. They chose to recommend what they believed to the best mix of accountability and education. Grace and wisdom, like Joseph.

Dear Lord, You have taught me grace and wisdom through Your Word. Help me to be Your instrument of accountability and Your vessel of grace. Amen.  dmc2015
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Week 10 Day 5

OT (chronological)

Thursday (Genesis 45 - 46)
The Reconciliation of the Brothers, The Family of Jacob goes to Egypt
Three months into his community service the adviser's ex-husband surrendered his life to Christ. Three months later he sent a several page letter to the adviser confessing his sins and seeking forgiveness and asking if there was any way they might be reconciled (even if their marriage could not be restored).

He further stated that he forgave her in-advance if she said no, and he would not blame her if she did. He included a signed release for her to have access to every document and every person associated with him in the past, during his year of community service – and into the future.
The adviser was shocked to read his letter – and she wept. Her young associate heard her sobbing and rushed in to ask what was wrong – she silently handed her the letter. After reading it her associate wept with her.

The adviser had divorced her former husband shortly after she learned of his deceptions and unfaithfulness and had given her life to Christ several months later. During the nearly year-long trial she had met a Christian man – then two months after the trial - they were quietly married.

The adviser, her associate, and Wendy met with the missions group in the city – those who were directly involved with her ex-husband. The missions group was aware of the letter. They counseled her to wait a few weeks (they wanted to observe how he handled her silence) – then to share the news of her remarriage. They also counseled the adviser to consider tentatively agreeing to the reconciliation process after he had completed his full-year of supervised intensive community service.

They said that they were encouraged by what they had observed during the first six months but that it was, in their experience, not long enough to have confidence for the longer-term. They wanted to see how he handled the news of her remarriage, the uncertainty about reconciliation (if he still cared if remarriage to her was no longer possible), how he managed the balance of his life (he had a job but $10,000 of his income went toward the court costs), and how well he responded to the second six months of emotional, intellectual, physical, and spiritual challenges they had planned for him.

The adviser responded to the letter just as she had been counseled. At the end of her ex-husband's year of service she agreed to meet him at the line of reconciliation. They were able to reconcile as fellow Christians, bring peace to both, then he returned to serve with the mission group in the city.

Every story does not end well, like Joseph and his brothers, or in our story – there are many unique variables in every case. There is also always collateral damage; Joseph lost years with his family and was married-into foreign beliefs and customs, his father and brothers suffered with grief and remorse for years. But we must always pray for reconciliation and restoration – and where we are directly involved, make ourselves available to God - to work toward either or to both.
Dear Lord, You are a God of healing of every sort, including that of broken relationships. May my heart be open to You and tender toward others. I trust You because Your work of reconciliation and restoration is always done with patience and with wisdom. Amen.  dmc2015
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Week 10 Day 6

OT (chronological)

Friday (Genesis 47)
Joseph’s Administration of the Egyptian Food Monopoly
Civil wars elsewhere threatened to interrupt the flow of fuel and the government said they could suddenly lose their capacity to generate power for their small country. The people were worried.

The young Believer who had been mistreated (in the village by the mountains) contacted a distant relative, who knew some important people, and told him about the solar project in the village. He said he had an idea that might solve the national energy threat.

Some people came and visited with him and toured the village. He proposed that they do the same thing nationally, but a more complete system, phased-in over three years; first solar hot air for the winter, then solar hot water, and finally solar electric. They returned home, had their experts study the proposal, and then they asked him to come and lead it.

The national project was more than the government could afford so a new 10% tax was added, then in the second year – as fuel supplies dwindled – they added another 15% tax (to pay for the more costly hot water systems), and then in the third year the much more expensive electric panel systems meant an additional tax increase – but most of the people could not afford it – so he proposed they take-out loans to the government (5 years long) – to pay the third years tax.

As the years went by the government kept the taxes high, to pay for other projects, and the people's tax loan obligations grew from 5 to 10 to 15 years – making them near serfs to the government – but because they'd grown used to the government taking care of everything- the people cooperated.
A well known quote in the USA reads “Those who would give up essential liberty to purchase a little temporary safety deserve neither liberty nor safety.” (Benjamin Franklin) Part of an old workers song reads “Lordy don't you call me 'cause I can't go, I owe my soul to the company store.” Some blend of the two seems to characterize our story, and that of Joseph taking advantage of the victims of famine.

Dear Lord, Help me to be a good steward today, and a wise steward – planning for tomorrow – setting aside some resources and learning how to do more for myself and to help those around me. Keep me from indebtedness to those who don't know and obey You. Amen.  dmc2015
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Week 10 Day 7

OT (chronological)

Saturday (Genesis 48 - 50)
Manasseh and Ephraim, The Blessing of Jacob, The Burials of Jacob and Joseph
Due to the trouble at the village by the mountains, loss of freedom resulting from the new national energy policy (specifically the taxes) – initiated and managed by someone associated with their organization – and other concerns, the headquarters in the city called for a national conference.
Everyone associated with their organization was required to meet to assess lines of authority and accountability, discipleship and mentoring, who was an authorized spokesperson, and how they would adapt to the national political changes.

The gifts and talents, experience and reputation, time in-country (and expected time to remain) were all  considered as roles and responsibilities were assigned and regional teams assembled.

While the ultimate goal was to transfer most leadership to native citizens of the country - it was clear that sufficient numbers (with the necessary maturity) were not yet in-place to accomplish that on a wide-scale basis.

Among the twelve regional teams Cy was identified as the “senior elder” among his peer-elder team leaders – based on his experience and his demonstrated spiritual maturity.

Other elders were assigned specialty roles based on their gifts and talents; including: care-giving/healthcare, communications/technology, education/discipleship, evangelistic-missions/outreach, government-relationship/public relations, record-keeping/sponsor communications, service projects/disaster relief, prayer/spiritual warfare, short-term mission teams, special events, and supplies/support – including Cy – they represented a total of 12 elders.

Humans require boundaries and organization to work in harmony and toward a common goal. Lacking some sort of structure, however minimalist, chaos and conflict are inevitable. It is equally important that the system designed to maintain boundaries and structure not itself become a self-centered burden upon God's work.

Dear Lord, We were not designed to function apart from one-another. Not only do we provide physical help to our brothers and sisters, we encourage and exhort, admonish and assist, and we care and pray. Show me where I am a keeper of boundaries and structure - and where I need it. Amen.  dmc2015
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