Daily Devotional

Week 8 Day 1

OT (chronological)

Sunday (Genesis 17)
The Sign of the Covenant
The team re-grouped back at the office in the city.

They spent a great deal of time in prayer and an older missionary from a nearby country came to encourage them.

He shared some personal stories of mistakes made - and how God had later redeemed them.

He led them in visualizing their role as building the foundation of a house upon which others would add walls, then others a roof, and yet others doors, windows, and more – each doing their best at the piece of the larger project placed before them.

He shared that the Lord had given him a dream the night before, affirming the role of the team, and showing him a gathering of people from several villages – praising the Lord together.

The young carpenter shook his head and muttered “But how? After I've made such a mess and wasted so much time?”

The older missionary reminded him that God can redeem something good out of what the enemy intended - through the manipulation of his impetuous actions – and he was certain that He would.

He then invited the members of the team to each accept and wear two visual reminders, wristbands for each hand; the first bore the outline of a turtle, the second the outline of a fish. They were to serve as  obvious reminders to be patient - and to trust God.
Sometimes we need both encouragement and visible reminders before us all the time. They may include a daily call or text from an accountability partner, and maybe a mark, a wristband, or a piece of jewelry.

Dear Lord, I want to be Yours all the time. I want to keep my eyes on You and to stay on the path You have laid-out before me. Please send me an accountability and encouragement partner - and give me a  visible reminder to help keep me on task. Amen.  dmc2015
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Week 8 Day 2

OT (chronological)

Monday (Genesis 18)
Three Special Visitors
The team traveled to a hill-country village about a mile from the area controlled by the unpleasant religious group with whom they had their early unpleasant experience.

The older couple, who had separated from them, were living and working in another village – it was down in the valley – but it was not controlled by the religious group.

That night three members of the team had the same dream, and it was like the one that the visiting missionary had spoken about (assurance of fruit from their outreach) – they awoke in the night and rushed to tell the young carpenter – and together they all praised the Lord.

Just prior to light the young carpenter had a dream of his own – it was about a terrible fire sweeping through the valley below – destroying all of the villages controlled by the religious group (as well as their crops, trees, bushes) – it was followed by a flash-flood that would strip-away the good soil (because nothing remained to protect the soil) leaving the land barren and worthless.

He awoke suddenly, shaken and troubles, and he walked to the edge of the hill overlooking the valley to pray. He asked the Lord - if anyone in the valley, other than their missionary friends, would respond to the Word of truth – would He would spare them from the disaster?

Once again he felt the warmth of the Lord's assurance, and thus comforted, he rose to join the team for breakfast.

Everyone deserves the Lord's punishment, based upon the perfect justice of His law and righteousness -  only the equally perfect balance of His grace withholds that punishment. We all rebel in small, if not great, ways. We all sin as we live through lives of imperfect days.

Jesus is our advocate in Heaven, as He has been since the Garden of Eden – He has always been the promised redeemer. We bring our prayers to Him, through the Holy Spirit, and He hears us – together with our Father in Heaven.
Dear Lord, So many are suffering in this world; broken hearts, broken bodies, lost dreams, lost loved-ones, disaster, disease, captivity, and wars – we want all of that to end – but we know it cannot here on this fallen planet. Even so, we cry-out and seek Your hand of intervention, whenever and wherever it can make a difference - for Your kingdom. Amen.  dmc2015
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Week 8 Day 3

OT (chronological)

Tuesday (Genesis 19)
The Destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, Lot's Wife, Lot's Daughters
The young carpenter sent a message to the older couple down in the valley, warning them of the coming destruction, and alerting them to the Lord's willingness to spare the teachable.

The couple traveled to the city and appealed to those with whom they had spoken in the past, sharing with them the prophesy, and pleading with them to leave.

Some of the people reported what they were saying to the religious leaders – who gathered a mob and set out to kill them.

The Lord guided the couple to unexpected allies, of whose sympathies the religious leaders were unaware, and they hid them – and those with them - for the night.

In the morning the dark clouds gathered and the older couple pleaded with those who had stayed the night with them – and their new allies – to leave. Some refused to leave and some fled with them.

When they were out of the city and on their way up to the village, safely located in the hill country, one of the people broke from the group and ran back toward the city – just then a bolt of lightning struck the metal frame of the umbrella and she was killed.

The rest were sad but continued on to the hills – from where they watched the terrible destruction of all but one village at the edge of the valley – the one which had earlier welcomed the couple - and had resisted the false teachings of the religious group from the city.

The young remnants of the people of the city inter-married with the hill people – but they merged their old religious ideas with those of the hill people – resulting in a syncretic religion that led people into confusion and conflict for generations to come.

When destructive influences must be eliminated from our lives, be it the music we listen to, the shows we watch, the company we keep, or bad thinking – God will do what is necessary to purify His children. It could get messy and be painful, or it could be less so - it all depends upon our cooperation.

Dear Lord, When you say that You intend to purge our personal world of a destructive influence, You will see it through. We can cooperate - and have peace, we can resist – and risk severe harm, or we can try to have it both ways – and be miserable. Please motivate me to cooperate. Amen.  dmc2015
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Week 8 Day 4

OT (chronological)

Wednesday (Genesis 20 – 21:8)
Abraham and Abimelech, The Birth of Issac
The older couple had returned to the village in the valley and one day a large group arrived. They were originally from the village but had left several years ago after a disagreement – since resolved – but had settled far away.

The leader of the visiting group overheard the wife of the missionary couple refer to her husband as her “brother in Christ”, and since he was unacquainted with Christians, he misunderstood. He asked the women traveling with him to invite her to his temporary quarters where he placed a shawl on her – a claim to her as his wife.

When the word got out the whole village was in an uproar, some feared speaking-up as they didn't want  to re-open old conflicts, but others knew it was wrong and feared some sort of retribution – from the missionaries' people or perhaps their God.

The leader of the village, and the missionaries' husband, held a private meeting with the visitor - and after some time he was led to understand what had happened.

They all decided to take the opportunity to surprise the couple with a great chicken roast feast to celebrate their 10 year wedding anniversary. They invited the people of the hill country, as well as the missionary team there.

The wife took the occasion to announce that she was with-child and expected to give birth in about five months. That added to the joy of the occasion.

Five months later the baby was born and they decided to make his middle name a combination of the names of the village leader and of the visiting leader – a wonderful symbol of grace.

Sometimes we make rash decisions that may place places others at risk, or create confusion, and the process of resolution can be difficult. It may be as a poor role model – an action or an ill-chosen word, or it may be the way we present ourselves to a watching world (perhaps a woman dressing provocatively, a single man flirting with a married woman, a student cheating in school and encouraging others to do so as well, someone downloading games, software, or videos illegally and sharing that with others).

Dear Lord, Please make me a more consistent witness of righteousness rather than a rebel – like the world around me. Help me to be more careful so that what I say, and what I do, does not contradict Your integrity and power in my life. Amen.  dmc2015
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Week 8 Day 5

OT (chronological)

Thursday (Genesis 21:9-34)
Sarah, Hagar, and Ishmael, Abraham and Abimelech
The children of the remnant of the destroyed city (who had relocated to the hill country) were playing with the children of the spared-village as they visited for the wedding anniversary celebration.

The some of the games, songs, and stories they knew with the local children – and a parent overheard.

She told some other mothers and they were all very upset - because some of the content promoted some of the images and values of the city that God had destroyed.

They grabbed their children and took them home, leaving the other children alone and wondering why – so they asked their parents – who asked the leaders of the village.

The mothers were summoned and asked to explain their actions – which they did. There were charges or intolerance and prejudice, worrying too much about harmless child's play, and hurt feelings – and in the end the families from the hill country left the gathering and headed home.

The missionary couple followed them, promised to work on bridging the gap, and promised to pray - and to visit.

Meanwhile, there was a dispute between the large visiting group (led by the man who had misunderstood about the missionaries wife) and the people of the valley village over some ropes. They had all worked together to make some very strong and long ropes but the next morning only half of them were found and both groups claimed them.

The visitors worried that they would be unwelcome to return should they push the matter too hard, so they offered to pay a small sum to take them – as they needed to leave for home – and did not want to be delayed as the search for the others continued. This was agreed to and the conflict resolved.

The villagers wanted to make sure there were no hard feelings – so they each gifted the travelers with a package of food and some special gifts.

The missionary couple prayed for the travelers and gifted them with materials to read – and they promised to travel to visit them if they decided that they wanted to learn more.

Sometimes it may be necessary to separate from an influence that may confuse children. Sometimes there are disagreements that may be resolved – perhaps by a good-will sacrifice, and sometimes long-term peace is encouraged through acts of generosity and kindness.

Dear Lord, Please make me your instrument of wisdom and peace, even if it may seem difficult or costly. Amen.  dmc2015
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Week 8 Day 6

OT (chronological)

Friday (Genesis 22 - 23)
The Sacrifice of Isaac, Sarah Dies
The missionary couple could not stop talking about their baby, they took her everywhere – making her the center of their activities, and thus became distracted from their outreach.

While they were visiting the hill people a strange sickness struck the village in the valley, especially affecting the children, and the leaders sent word to the missionaries – asking them to come and pray.

The couple worried about the well-being of their child and asked the team to pray for wisdom. As they slept they both dreamed the same dream, one of a miraculous healing in the village – and of a powerful witness - if they returned with the baby and then prayed for the village.

They prayed with the team, and asked them to pray – especially for their baby – as they set out in faith for the village. When they arrived the leaders were amazed to see the baby with them, and in response they pledged that if God healed their village every person there would listen to their teaching for a year.

The couple prayed, God healed the people of the village - while He protected their baby - and many were saved that next year.

Shortly thereafter, word came that the elderly missionary from the neighboring country (the man who had encouraged them earlier in their missionary journey) had died. The whole team, and several of  the locals who had become Believers, all traveled to the funeral to celebrate his long and faithful service to the Lord.

Our circumstances may not look the same as in our story, but the same principles apply – if we don't walk in faith, how can we expect others to be impressed by our empty words?

Dear Lord, Cleanse me of any fear or a lack of confidence in You. I don't want to be a tool for the enemy as he accuses You of irrelevance or of powerlessness – because my walk is compromised or timid. I would rather be alone with You than in the company of thousands without You. Amen. dmc2015

Daily Devotional

Week 8 Day 7

OT (chronological)

Saturday (Genesis 24 - 25)
The Wife for Isaac, The Death of Abraham, The Sons of Ishmael
The young carpenter was overheard remarking upon the wonderful relationship of the missionary couple in the valley; how committed they were to their work, and how amazing it must be to have a child to care for and love. The missionary couple heard and began to pray for a wife for him.

During their prayers, and their study of the Word, they developed seven requirements for anyone to whom they would feel comfortable giving their blessing as a God-approved mate:

1. She must be a genuine Believer.

2. She must have been a Believer who had been fully engaged in discipleship for at least a year.

3. She must be generally close to him in emotional, intellectual, physical, and spiritual maturity.

4. She must sense a strong call to missions – as that was clearly his calling.

5. She must be physically strong enough to endure the mission field – so as to not become a burden or distraction to him.

6. She must bring her own gifts for ministry, some filling gaps in his gifts and talents – as they would be full partners in ministry – just as Eve was both to complete and to serve alongside Adam.

7. She must be fiercely-loyal to the Lord, and to whomever she married, so that drifting or temptation would not eventually harm the ministry.

They prayed about all of the young women in the valley who had been saved for more than a year, then prayed through those in the hills – thinking that such an alliance might help his ministry – but none were sufficiently mature in their faith (and most still clung to some of the old ways).

Just as they ran out of names the young woman member of the team returned from a brief visit home and they clearly sensed the Lord directing their attention to her. They invited her to visit with them for a while and after a couple of weeks they asked her about him – and she expressed the prompting of the Holy Spirit to consider courtship – and he agreed.

When God calls a person out of singleness, what the apostle Paul referred to as “the best choice for undivided service to Him”, He doesn't expect us to choose a mate alone nor without guidelines. Our mate must never be one who distracts us from Him or His plan for our lives. The enemy is desperate to disable a useful servant of God with an ill-chosen mate.

Dear Lord, Please Guide me in all things – even the romantic ones – keep me centered on You. Amen.  dmc2015
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