Daily Devotional

Week 7 Day 7

OT (chronological)
Saturday (Genesis 16)
The Birth of Ishmael
The team set out the next morning, determined to serve and to earn the right to share the Word of the Lord.

The young carpenter was still anxious to see some evidence of the Lord using their efforts, despite his prayer the night before to be patient.

After lunch he discovered the 10 year old son of one of the villagers playing alone. He sat nearby to observe his playing. The young man paused and looked at him, walked over and said hello. He offered the young man some candy, which he took and ate, then showed him a video on his cellphone.

The young man watched in awe as he ate the candy. The video was about a similar young man who rejected God and went to hell, along with his family – which frightened him.

The young carpenter fed-into his fear and told him that the only way to save himself and his family was to become a Christian. The frightened child repeated the words he was told to say then ran home to tell his family.

The young carpenter was elated and returned to the team – sharing the news. Some celebrated with him but some were not at all comfortable.

A little later the village elders sent word that they wanted to meet with the young carpenter. When he arrived the parents of the young man were present with the elders and they were all very angry.

He thought that he'd now have an opportunity to share the same message with all of them and really make a difference – instead, they berated him for taking advantage of the child, for disrespecting his parents by not asking them first, and for abusing their trust (permitting the team in their village).

They informed him that the team was no longer welcome and must leave at first light - and in the meanwhile were to have no contact with anyone in the village. The team was disappointed, both with the young carpenter, and with the lost opportunity.

It is important to reflect upon any area where we may be trying to accomplish in our flesh that which God has said He will do. Ill-conceived and hasty actions, apart from the timing and ways of the Lord, can have the unintended consequence of building walls rather than bridges.
Dear Lord, I can get so excited about Your promises that I may use the wrong methods, and rush the timing, both of which are Yours to choose. Humble me so that I will avoid “playing God”. Amen.  dmc2015
