Daily Devotional

Week 27 Day 1

OT (chronological)

Sunday (1 Samuel 16)

Samuel Anoints David as King, David Appears before Saul

Selon planned to attend a Christian leadership conference in the city and had shared with his fellow elders at Intown a dream in which the Lord told him he would find the replacement pastor there.

Selon feared rebellion at Intown if he were the one recruiting the pastor – but the Lord said “Go.”

One of those elders shared Selon's news with a friend, who was also attending the conference, and Selon found himself the recipient of resumes and references from well-meaning parents and associates of young pastors whom they believed might serve at Intown.

One by one Selon found himself impressed by the young men, only to have the Lord point out a flaw or simply convict him that they were not the one, until he spotted Deshi – gently comforting and praying with a young family in a park near the conference center.

Selon greeted him after he prayed and invited him to his home to meet the elders, following the conference.  Once together with the elders Selon anointed Deshi but asked all to say nothing to anyone until the time was right.

Meanwhile, Deshi counseled, encouraged, and prayed with young families at Intown.

Scott – tortured by his failures, and hearing good reports about Deshi's gift of comfort, invited him to meet with him weekly for study and prayer.

When have you observed a transition of leadership where the current leader was largely unaware of – or resistant to - the selection of his replacement?  Was that awkward or handled well?

Dear Lord, When You anoint a person in a special way for a special purpose Your presence is obvious, to those with eyes to see.  May I be sensitive to those whom You have specially anointed so that I might encourage them, direct others to them, and walk alongside of them - as You work out Your great plan. Amen.   dmc2016
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Week 27 Day 2

OT (chronological)

Monday (1 Samuel 17)

David Kills Goliath

Deshi attended a retreat, sponsored by Intown, but attended by members and guests of several fellowships.  While there he overheard a man bad-mouthing Christians and blaspheming God.

In addition to being loud and aggressive, the man was handicapped and a racial-minority, so everyone was afraid to challenge him, let alone daring to ask him to leave.

Deshi was new to Intown, a young man without many allies or social standing in the community, so he challenged the leaders of the retreat to act – but they refused – afraid of criticism if they did.

Deshi called pastor Scott, back at the church, and he said they should ignore the man and maybe he'd go away – but in any case he didn't want to get involved for fear of bad publicity.

Deshi could no longer stand silent, so he challenged the man to a debate before everyone, that evening.  The man arrogantly agreed and went off bragging to everyone “I'll wipe the floor with that kid.”

The retreat leaders, and many others, tried to talk Deshi out of the debate – but relented when he declared that it would be a teachable-moment for the attendees – and perhaps an evangelical moment for the disrespectful blasphemer.

Deshi prayed, as did many others, and that evening he gently managed the man, restating his challenges and using sources the man trusted, to show him his error.  Then he asked him “Why are you really so angry with God?”

The man broke down and sobbed as he told his story, Deshi quietly and firmly commanded the demons to leave, then led the man through his prayer of repentance and surrender, the affirmed his gift of salvation.

Do we have the same righteous indignation when we hear the Lord God and/or His “Church” (the body of Believers) cursed and disrespected by apostates, cultists, pagans and so-called Atheists?

Dear Lord, You are a holy and righteous God and You are not pleased when anyone attacks or demeans Your children.  May I be sensitive to Your righteous indignation when anyone, including me, is disrespectful to You, Your Word, or Your family.  May I speak boldly for Your truth, in loving-kindness, but still unyielding. Amen.  dmc2016
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Week 27 Day 3

OT (chronological)

Tuesday (1 Samuel 18 - 19)

Saul Comes to Fear David

Scott's son Joe had become good friends with Deshi, despite his father's growing animosity – from -jealously, toward Deshi

Scott publicly invited Deshi to lead a missionary team to a very dangerous area – surrounded by radical religious fanatics who had already kidnapped and murdered other missionaries – Deshi humbly accepted.  Hundreds converted and were relocated to safe refugee camps – people at Intown cheered.

Scott began having nightmares, which interrupted his sleep, and eventually caused him to become emotionally erratic and occasionally confused.

At meetings he would lash-out at Deshi on some pretext of a failure or protocol or other perceived slight, even threatening to fire him, an authority he did not possess.

Failing to drive Deshi away Scott then tried to co-opt and compromise him. Scott's daughter was infatuated with Deshi and Scott said that if Deshi successfully planted a church on the gang-controlled side of town – he would approve their marriage.

Deshi planted a church and it quickly grew from the starting group of thirty to three hundred – so they were married – and Deshi continued to plant new churches.  Scott was furious and tried to plant a false story about Deshi, his daughter found out and warned Deshi, who left on a missionary trip until things settled down.

When have you observed someone under attack but whose life continued to be blessed because they loved God and were loved by Him?  When have you dealt with someone whose moods swung so wildly that you never were certain if it was even safe to be around them?

Dear Lord, You bless whomsoever You will bless, and You withhold blessing from those whom You determine to be in opposition to You.  May I be intentional in my availability and loyalty to You. Today I will stop and reflect and celebrate in prayer and worship the ways that the You have blessed me despite attacks and/or difficulties. Amen.  dmc2016
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Week 27 Day 4

OT (chronological)

Wednesday (1 Samuel 20)

Jonathan Seeks to Protect David

Scott's son Joe texted secretly with Deshi, keeping him informed of activities, heartsick and tortured because of the improper actions of his jealous father.

While Scott publicly pretended to support Deshi, in private he schemed against him.

Deshi pleaded with Joe to explain what he had done wrong that Scott was trying to destroy him.

All that Joe knew was that Scott had promised not to undermine Deshi, so Joe was surprised, because he wanted to believe his father.

Deshi explained that Scott knew of Joe's friendship with him - so he avoided saying anything about his schemes.  Joe pledged to find out and to send a message to Deshi - if it was safe to return or not.

When Scott realized that Joe had learned of his deception, and that Joe was sympathetic to Deshi, he threatened to destroy him before the church.  Joe was shocked and warned Deshi, who decided to remain in the mission field a while longer.

When have you experienced a unique relationship with a friend because the Lord God was in-common between you and was working through you together?

Dear Lord, When leaders break fellowship with You they become victims of the enemy, and that creates opportunity for harm to others.  You protect those who are faithful to you from harm – though not necessarily from all hurt.  May I be intentional in my fellowship with You so that neither harm nor hurt may come to others because of my spiritual carelessness. Amen.  dmc2016
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Week 27 Day 5

OT (chronological)

Thursday (1 Samuel 21 - 22)

David avoids Saul, Saul behaves badly

Scott's behavior, now increasingly bizarre and selfish, infected many of his celebrity-followers at Intown.  He abused their trust to start false rumors about Deshi.

The more mature members of Intown, especially most of the elders, reached out to Deshi with prayers of offers of support when he returned. They were heartsick at the mess.

Scott found out and began a campaign to remove the elders and block the others from leadership and teaching roles at Intown.

Deshi quietly met with some of the pastors he had placed in charge of the churches he had planted and together they planned a huge revival and discipleship series for Believers, then an outreach to the lost.

Scott was furious as membership and giving at Intown had fallen and other fellowships increasingly avoided cooperative events with them.

The Israelites had demanded a mere man be given authority and placed between the people and the Lord God.   As long as their human king, Saul, listened to God - things went well, when he rebelled the whole kingdom lost a sense of morality and safety.  This is as the Lord God warned it would be.

When have you had to adapt quickly to a difficult situation by being “clever as a fox” yet “harmless as a lamb”?

Dear Lord, When a leader does not receive his wisdom from You all of the people in the land suffer.  I will make a list of ways that I may prepare for difficulties, which - in this fallen world, are common.  Perhaps I need to get out of debt, spend less and save more, buy some canned food on sale in case of bad weather, have the chimney cleaned to avoid a fire, add insulation to reduce energy costs, alter my diet to be more healthy, exercise to be more fit, study the Bible to intentionally to draw nearer to the Lord God, or something else that the Holy Spirit will reveal. May my responsibilities as a leader to my family, and in my community, always be a blessing to others because I listen closely to You. Amen.  dmc2016
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Week 27 Day 6

OT (chronological)

Friday (1 Samuel 23 - 24)

David Delivers the City of Keilah, David Eludes Saul Again, David Spares Saul’s Life

As Deshi avoided conflict with Scott he became aware of a crisis within Intown where a family was being harassed by a coven of witches in their apartment complex.

Scott and his team were so obsessed with trying to destroy Deshi they weren't available to assist the family.

Deshi met the family at a restaurant, to learn more, then traveled with them to their home.  He and a couple of associates taught them how to stand spiritually to block demonic activity then prayed with them as they purged their apartment.

They all walked around the inside of the building, and also the neighborhood, praying for the residents. They did this several times during the week.

Meanwhile, Scott heard of their activities, and schemed to somehow discredit and embarrass Deshi.

Joe warned David and although Scott had a plan to harm him an emergency business meeting at Intown forced Scott to back-off – they had lost more donors and had to make some spending cuts.

Scott again tried to discredit Deshi, and even though he had information that could have destroyed Scott before the larger community – Deshi did not use it as it could harm opportunities to evangelize – so he chose to send the information to Scott.

Scott was temporarily humbled, acknowledged that Deshi should be his successor, and backed-away from his attacks for a while.

Even though he was on the run from the king, David was still willing to take the risk to save others from the Philistines.  He was wiser than Saul and consulted the Lord God first.  Because Saul was deceived and manipulated by “evil spirits” he wasted huge amounts of Israel's resources trying to kill Israel's next king, one who was chosen by the Lord God.

When have you decided to do the right thing even as those in authority over you were making your circumstances difficult?  When have you had the opportunity to do harm to someone who had made themselves your enemy, and you chose to not do so?

Dear Lord, When leaders distance themselves from You the only alternative is the enemy, the same is true of every person.  Today I will pray in-earnest for a leader, in a Christian fellowship, or in government.  I will pray that they will turn away from every influence that is not of the Lord God, that they will become devoted servants of God, and that their lives and leadership will be salt and light through the humility and wisdom they receive from the Holy Spirit. Amen.  dmc2016
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Week 27 Day 7

OT (chronological)

Saturday (Psalms 11 and 59)

Psalm 11, Psalm 59

Deshi took some time alone to read and meditate on David's Psalms 11 and 59.

David was being pursued by King Saul, he was often very frustrated with his circumstances, and he tended to flail-about emotionally when he wrote.

David's eleventh Psalm reflected his fear of worldly enemies as well as his certainty that the character of the Lord God was such that He would defend him - and oppose them – for His perfect purposes.

David used the term “shelter” to visualize God's care.

David's fifty-ninth Psalm employed an imprecatory prayer (asking God to punish or destroy his enemies) and added the conceptual phrase “God is my refuge”.

David drew upon his shepherd-days for the concepts of “refuge” and “shelter”.

David was still centered on God, as he had been as a child, and he remembered to give God all the glory and praise - and his faithful obedience.

How could David be so bold in confidence and praise for the Lord God and still plead sometimes as if he was not certain the Lord cared or even noticed his plight?

When have you been so troubled that you wondered if the Lord cared or even noticed your plight?

Have you considered that God is waiting to answer one of your prayers, either because there is something you have left undone, or something He wants to happen first?

Dear Lord, You are attentive to our pleas and praises but You act in Your perfect time and way.  May I never fear pouring my heart out to You, with pleas and praises, and then to patiently await Your reply. Today I will pray, and then be still and listen - for the Holy Spirit to show me what the Lord God may want to do in and through me. Amen.  dmc2016
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