Ultrafidian:  A Prequel

Faith – From Beginning to End

Before beyond faith we must understand what is faith?

Hebrews 11:1-31 

11:1 Now faith is being sure of what we hope for, being convinced of what we do not see

11:2 For by it the people of old received God’s commendation. 

11:3 By faith we understand that the worlds were set in order at God’s command, so that the visible has its origin in the invisible. 

11:4 By faith Abel offered God a greater sacrifice than Cain, and through his faith he was commended as righteous, because God commended him for his offerings. And through his faith he still speaks, though he is dead. 

11:5 By faith Enoch was taken up so that he did not see death, and he was not to be found because God took him up. For before his removal he had been commended as having pleased God. 

11:6 Now without faith it is impossible to please him, for the one who approaches God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him. 

11:7 By faith Noah, when he was warned about things not yet seen, with reverent regard constructed an ark for the deliverance of his family. Through faith he condemned the world and became an heir of the righteousness that comes by faith.

11:8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place he would later receive as an inheritance, and he went out without understanding where he was going. 

11:9 By faith he lived as a foreigner in the promised land as though it were a foreign country, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, who were fellow heirs of the same promise. 

11:10 For he was looking forward to the city with firm foundations, whose architect and builder is God. 

11:11 By faith, even though Sarah herself was barren and he was too old, he received the ability to procreate, because he regarded the one who had given the promise to be trustworthy. 

11:12 So in fact children were fathered by one man – and this one as good as dead – like the number of stars in the sky and like the innumerable grains of sand on the seashore. 

11:13 These all died in faith without receiving the things promised, but they saw them in the distance and welcomed them and acknowledged that they were strangers and foreigners on the earth. 

11:14 For those who speak in such a way make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. 

11:15 In fact, if they had been thinking of the land that they had left, they would have had opportunity to return. 

11:16 But as it is, they aspire to a better land, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore, God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a city for them. 

11:17 By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac. He had received the promises, yet he was ready to offer up his only son. 

11:18 God had told him, “Through Isaac descendants will carry on your name,” 

11:19 and he reasoned that God could even raise him from the dead, and in a sense he received him back from there. 

11:20 By faith also Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau concerning the future. 

11:21 By faith Jacob, as he was dying, blessed each of the sons of Joseph and worshiped as he leaned on his staff. 

11:22 By faith Joseph, at the end of his life, mentioned the exodus of the sons of Israel and gave instructions about his burial.

11:23 By faith, when Moses was born, his parents hid him for three months, because they saw the child was beautiful and they were not afraid of the king’s edict. 

11:24 By faith, when he grew up, Moses refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter, 

11:25 choosing rather to be ill-treated with the people of God than to enjoy sin’s fleeting pleasure. 

11:26 He regarded abuse suffered for Christ to be greater wealth than the treasures of Egypt, for his eyes were fixed on the reward. 

11:27 By faith he left Egypt without fearing the king’s anger, for he persevered as though he could see the one who is invisible. 

11:28 By faith he kept the Passover and the sprinkling of the blood, so that the one who destroyed the firstborn would not touch them. 

11:29 By faith they crossed the Red Sea as if on dry ground, but when the Egyptians tried it, they were swallowed up. 

11:30 By faith the walls of Jericho fell after the people marched around them for seven days. 

11:31 By faith Rahab the prostitute escaped the destruction of the disobedient, because she welcomed the spies in peace.

11:32 And what more shall I say? For time will fail me if I tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets. 

11:33 Through faith they conquered kingdoms, administered justice, gained what was promised, shut the mouths of lions, 

11:34 quenched raging fire, escaped the edge of the sword, gained strength in weakness, became mighty in battle, put foreign armies to flight, 

11:35 and women received back their dead raised to life. But others were tortured, not accepting release, to obtain resurrection to a better life. 

11:36 And others experienced mocking and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. 

11:37 They were stoned, sawed apart, murdered with the sword; they went about in sheepskins and goatskins; they were destitute, afflicted, ill-treated 

11:38 (the world was not worthy of them); they wandered in deserts and mountains and caves and openings in the earth. 

11:39 And these all were commended for their faith, yet they did not receive what was promised. 

11:40 For God had provided something better for us, so that they would be made perfect together with us.

*PICTURE*

A $10 billion dollar machine - built to try to duplicate a single fragmented particle in the hope of understanding God's Creation, or in the vain hope of discovering a way to duplicate it.  Reminds one of The Tower of Babel.  BTW:  It suffered damage from a flaw in construction and is down for 2 months.  Some scientists have postulated that at full power the atom smashed/collider could create tiny black holes inside of the earth.  Interesting in light of Revelation 12:16 which reads in part  “the ground opened up”.

5 Fundamentals of Faith 

 

trust  Hebrews 11:1 “being sure”

power  Hebrews 11:3  “at God's command”

hope  Hebrews 11:16-17  “He has prepared a home ... promises”

knowledge  Hebrews 11:19  “he (Isaac) reasoned”

 
sacrifice  Hebrews 11:39  “commended for their faith ... they did not receive what was promised” 


*PICTURE*

The first act of faith is expressed via the sacrifice of Abel's first and best.

In contrast Cain brought produce with a reluctant and resentful heart.

5 Bible Firsts of Faith


Abel (Gen. 4:4) Abel brought the first in faith that God would provide more.


Enoch (Gen. 5:24) For 375 he “walked with God” and God “overruled death” for him.


Noah (Gen. 6:22) Noah trusted God and over 100 years built the gigantic Ark


Abraham (Gen. 12:4) Abram trusted God and left Ur for Canaan


Isaac (Gen. 22) Young Isaac trusted his father as a man of God and laid down on the altar


The African impala can jump to a height of over 10 feet and cover a distance of greater than 30 feet. 

Yet these magnificent creatures can be kept in an enclosure in any zoo with a 3-foot wall. 

The animals will not jump if they cannot see where their feet will fall.

Faith is the ability to trust what we cannot see.

 Faith sets us free from the rotting chains of confusion & fear that entrap us.

WHY DO WE NEED FAITH?

READ:  Max Lucado “When All That Is Good Falls Apart”

READ:  OT Flow -> Can you see the need for faith?

JESUS CHALLENGES THOSE WHO LACK FAITH

 Matthew 6:30 “And if this is how God clothes the wild grass, which is here today and tomorrow is tossed into the fire to heat the oven, won’t he clothe you even more, you people of little faith?”

 Matthew 8:26 “But he said to them, “Why are you cowardly, you people of little faith?” Then He got up and rebuked the winds and the sea, and it was dead calm.”

 Matthew 14:31 “Immediately Jesus reached out His hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?”

 Matthew 16:8 “When Jesus learned of this, He said, “You who have such little faith! Why are you arguing among yourselves about having no bread?”

 Matthew 17:20 “ He told them, “It was because of your little faith. I tell you the truth, if you have faith the size of a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move; nothing will be impossible for you.”

*PICTURE*

Adam & Eve are driven from the Garden of Eden for their act of rebellion due to their lack of faith.


5 Failures of Faith


Adam & Eve (Gen. 3) They listened to the lie that God was not Who He said He was.


Cain (Gen. 4:3, 5-7) Cain brought his offering with a resentful heart.


Mankind Prior to the Flood (Gen. 6:11) “The earth was ruined ... filled with violence”


The Builders of Babel (Gen. 11:4) They were attempting to build their own altar in “the 



heavens” which would amplify their arrogant denial of their need for God.


Lot's Wife (Gen. 19:26) She looked back, longing for the past instead of trusting God for her 



future.

*PICTURE*

Young Mary is seen with the Angel of God and when told that God wanted her to risk everything so that God may use her in His great reconciliation via the birth of Christ she surrendered all.

5 Fabulous Females of Faith


Rebekah (Gen. 24:58) She trusted God's messenger, sent to find THE wife for Isaac.


Miriam (Exodus 15:21) She celebrated God's faithfulness


Rahab (Joshua 2:11) She acknowledged that God is the God of Heaven and helped Joshua


Deborah (Judges 4:4) Fearlessly served as the judge-leader of Israel


Jael (Judges 4:21) Killed Sisera, General of the army of Canaan

*PICTURE*

Abraham is leaving the only home he had ever known, headed to an unknown land at the behest of God.


5 Fine Men of Faith


Abraham (Gen. 15:6) “Abraham believed the Lord”

Joseph (Gen. 15:19) Recognized God's repeated redemption for good of al of the evil plotted 



against him.


Moses (Gen. 17:11) God poured victory out through the raised hands of Moses


Joshua (Joshua 1:11) He trusted God and led his people to victory


Gideon (Judges 7:15) He trusted God and led his people to victory

*PICTURE*

Men and women of many cultures, many regions, and many denominations joyfully entering Heaven.


5 Forevers of Faith

 
Hebrews 13:5  “I will never leave you and I will never abandon you.”


Hebrews 13:8 “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever!”

 
1 John 2:17 “And the world is passing away with all its desires, but the person who does the 


will of God remains (is saved) forever.


Revelation 7:12 “... saying, “Amen! Praise and glory, and wisdom and thanksgiving, and 


honor and power and strength be to our God for ever and ever. Amen!”

 
John 14:1-3 “Do not let your hearts be distressed. You believe in God; believe also in me. 



There are many dwelling places in my Father’s house. Otherwise, I would have told you, 



because I am going away to make ready a place for you. And if I go and make ready a 



place for you, I will come again and take you to be with me...

*PICTURE*


Our Pastor, joyfully thanking God for The Bridge as a resource to declare His Word to many that they too may know the joy of their salvation.


5 Ways to Grow in Faith


KNOW GOD – so that you will not fall victim, like Adam & Eve, to the lies of the enemy



Read and study the Bible


TRUST GOD – so that you have no doubts as to His perfect love



Journal so you have a record of His faithfulness


HOPE ONLY IN GOD – so that nothing in this imperfect world becomes a substitute



Money and power, health and pleasure fade but God's promise of Heaven remains


SERVE GOD – that your relationship will grow as He pours blessings out through you



Jesus sent His disciples and He sends us to “Go forth”, so serve others that you may earn 



the right to tell His story!


USE GOD'S POWER – the Holy Spirit of God lives in every believer, God dwells in you & me!



Stand against the enemy no matter how he attacks using the power God provides through 



His Full Armor

Why do we need faith in God, from Beginning (Creation) to End (The return of Jesus)?

Because Knowledge, Trust, Hope, Service, and Power come only from God.

