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Topic Introduction

There has been a long-running scholarly, and not-so-scholarly, debate inside and outside of academic religious institutions for generations as to the Biblical felicity of many teachings associated with the Bible.

Among these have been what constitutes a religious cult that has been falsely-labeled as Christian.  Note:  The definition of “cult” is not restricted to apostate or blasphemous religious systems which falsely claim authority from the Lord God as know in Old Testament times, Jesus the Christ of the New Testament, or the Holy Spirit of these “end times” (the period between the ascension of Christ and His return).

The purpose of this article is to explore the essential elements of three mutually-incompatible theologies of doctrine, Arminiianism, Biblicism, and Calvinsim.

The goal is to add clarity, to encourage Berean-Biblical evaluation, and to stimulate reasoned discussion.  It is not imagined that this article will resolve the debate but it is the prayer of this author that the Lord's truth may be just a little better seen as a result of this small exercise.

Key Bible Text

Ephesians 2:1-10

2:1 And although you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2:2 in which you formerly lived according to this world’s present path, according to the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the ruler of the spirit that is now energizing the sons of disobedience, 2:3 among whom all of us also formerly lived out our lives in the cravings of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath even as the rest…

2:4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of his great love with which he loved us, 2:5 even though we were dead in transgressions, made us alive together with Christ – by grace you are saved! – 2:6 and he raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 2:7 to demonstrate in the coming ages the surpassing wealth of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 2:8 For by grace you are saved through faith, and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God; 2:9 it is not from works, so that no one can boast. 2:10 For we are his workmanship, having been created in Christ Jesus for good works that God prepared beforehand so we may do them.

Prayer

Lord, Your Word teaches that You desire humankind to repent (turn away from) idolatry toward anything and to surrender and worship of You, and that You will respond with the gift of Christ as described in Your Gospel.  May all who read this cling to that truth.

Summary & Commentary

The purpose of this exercise is to re-affirm that one must freely choose to accept the offered 
gift of a restored relationship (lost in Eden) with the Lord God. 

In the original exchange I explained that any doctrine which asserts that the so-called gift is withheld from some (never offered to them) but is forced upon others is Biblically-incorrect. 

Q & A to make the point ... 

What is sin? Rebellion against the Lordship of God. 

What is the consequence of sin? Everything less than the Lord God's perfection, 
including lost relationship with Him and this spiritually-dark fallen world. 

Where did sin begin for humankind? Adam and Eve in the Garden. 

Were any of the purely-human descendants of Adam and Eve born free of the 
curse of the Fall? No. 

What is volitional sin? Intentional rebellion against the Lordship of God. 

What is the result of volitional sin? Eternal separation from the Lord God for 
 those who are not saved [they are already lost eternally but each sin is 
counted against them and unless they repent they have no hope], and a 
damaged relationship [here in the flesh, and in "stored-up treasured in 
Heaven] for those who are saved. 

What did the Lord God promise the descendants of Adam and Eve, after the 
Fall?  A redeemer. 


What was the purpose of the Law?  To reveal and convict all of their sin.

What is the consequence of violating the law?  Eternal death.

Who has violated the Law?  Everyone.


Who needs a redeemer? Everyone. 

What is predestination? Some are born guaranteed salvation, others are born 
guaranteed hell. Nothing anyone ever does has any impact on their eternity. 

Does predestination or grace (from Christ's work) overcome death from the Law?  Grace.

Does the Bible label salvation through Christ a "gift" or a "mandate"? A gift. 

Is a mandate something one chooses or something imposed? Imposed. 

Does the Bible teach that a repentant (turning away from sin) heart will elicit 
forgiveness from and reconciliation with the Lord God? Yes. 

Does the Bible teach that an unrepentant person can be saved? No. 

Does the Bible teach that the Lord God will refuse anyone who is repentant? No. 

Is sin relevant to predestination (fatalism)? No. 

Can the Lord God violate His Word? No. 

What does the Bible teach in Galatians 1 about the destiny of one who preaches "another gospel" [a false gospel as there is only one true Gospel] and who refuses to repent? Hell. 

Therefore, anyone (who is not saved) who teaches fatalistic-predestination is an apostate [bordering on "blaspheming the Holy Spirit"] , and unless they repent of it their eternal destiny is at-risk.


Anyone (who is saved) who teaches fatalistic-predestination is an apostate [bordering on "blaspheming the Holy Spirit"] , and unless they repent of it they risk severe discipline from the Lord God.
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