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Psalms 72 - 77

Psalm 72

72:1 For Solomon.

O God, grant the king the ability to make just decisions!

Grant the king’s son the ability to make fair decisions!

72:2 Then he will judge your people fairly, and your oppressed ones equitably.

72:3 The mountains will bring news of peace to the people, and the hills will announce justice.

72:4 He will defend the oppressed among the people; he will deliver the children of the poor and crush the oppressor.

72:5 People will fear you as long as the sun and moon remain in the sky, for generation after generation.

72:6 He will descend like rain on the mown grass, like showers that drench the earth.

72:7 During his days the godly will flourish; peace will prevail as long as the moon remains in the sky.

72:8 May he rule from sea to sea, and from the Euphrates River to the ends of the earth!

72:9 Before him the coastlands will bow down, and his enemies will lick the dust.

72:10 The kings of Tarshish and the coastlands will offer gifts; the kings of Sheba and Seba will bring tribute.

72:11 All kings will bow down to him; all nations will serve him.

72:12 For he will rescue the needy when they cry out for help, and the oppressed who have no defender.

72:13 He will take pity on the poor and needy; the lives of the needy he will save.

72:14 From harm and violence he will defend them; he will value their lives.

72:15 May he live! May they offer him gold from Sheba!

May they continually pray for him!

May they pronounce blessings on him all day long!

72:16 May there be an abundance of grain in the earth; on the tops of the mountains may it sway!

May its fruit trees flourish like the forests of Lebanon!

May its crops be as abundant as the grass of the earth!

72:17 May his fame endure!

May his dynasty last as long as the sun remains in the sky!

May they use his name when they formulate their blessings!

May all nations consider him to be favored by God!

72:18 The Lord God, the God of Israel, deserves praise!

He alone accomplishes amazing things!

72:19 His glorious name deserves praise forevermore!

May his majestic splendor fill the whole earth!

We agree! We agree!

72:20 This collection of the prayers of David son of Jesse ends here.

Book 3 (Psalms 73-89)

Psalm 73

73:1 A psalm by Asaph.

Certainly God is good to Israel, and to those whose motives are pure!

73:2 But as for me, my feet almost slipped; my feet almost slid out from under me.

73:3 For I envied those who are proud, as I observed the prosperity of the wicked.

73:4 For they suffer no pain; their bodies are strong and well-fed.

73:5 They are immune to the trouble common to men; they do not suffer as other men do.

73:6 Arrogance is their necklace, and violence their clothing.

73:7 Their prosperity causes them to do wrong; their thoughts are sinful.

73:8 They mock and say evil things; they proudly threaten violence.

73:9 They speak as if they rule in heaven, and lay claim to the earth.

73:10 Therefore they have more than enough food to eat, and even suck up the water of the sea.

73:11 They say, “How does God know what we do?

Is the sovereign one aware of what goes on?”

73:12 Take a good look! This is what the wicked are like, those who always have it so easy and get richer and richer.

73:13 I concluded, “Surely in vain I have kept my motives pure and maintained a pure lifestyle.

73:14 I suffer all day long, and am punished every morning.”

73:15 If I had publicized these thoughts, I would have betrayed your loyal followers.

73:16 When I tried to make sense of this, it was troubling to me.

73:17 Then I entered the precincts of God’s temple, and understood the destiny of the wicked.

73:18 Surely you put them in slippery places; you bring them down to ruin.

73:19 How desolate they become in a mere moment!

Terrifying judgments make their demise complete!

73:20 They are like a dream after one wakes up.

O Lord, when you awake you will despise them.

73:21 Yes, my spirit was bitter, and my insides felt sharp pain.

73:22 I was ignorant and lacked insight; I was as senseless as an animal before you.

73:23 But I am continually with you; you hold my right hand.

73:24 You guide me by your wise advice, and then you will lead me to a position of honor.

73:25 Whom do I have in heaven but you?

I desire no one but you on earth.

73:26 My flesh and my heart may grow weak, but God always protects my heart and gives me stability.

73:27 Yes, look! Those far from you die; you destroy everyone who is unfaithful to you.

73:28 But as for me, God’s presence is all I need. I have made the sovereign Lord my shelter, as I declare all the things you have done.

Psalm 74

74:1 A well-written song by Asaph.

Why, O God, have you permanently rejected us?

Why does your anger burn against the sheep of your pasture?

74:2 Remember your people whom you acquired in ancient times, whom you rescued so they could be your very own nation, as well as Mount Zion, where you dwell!

74:3 Hurry and look at the permanent ruins, and all the damage the enemy has done to the temple!

74:4 Your enemies roar in the middle of your sanctuary; they set up their battle flags.

74:5 They invade like lumberjacks swinging their axes in a thick forest.

74:6 And now they are tearing down all its engravings with axes and crowbars.

74:7 They set your sanctuary on fire; they desecrate your dwelling place by knocking it to the ground.

74:8 They say to themselves, “We will oppress all of them.”

They burn down all the places where people worship God in the land.

74:9 We do not see any signs of God’s presence; there are no longer any prophets and we have no one to tell us how long this will last.

74:10 How long, O God, will the adversary hurl insults?

Will the enemy blaspheme your name forever?

74:11 Why do you remain inactive?

Intervene and destroy him!

74:12 But God has been my king from ancient times, performing acts of deliverance on the earth.

74:13 You destroyed the sea by your strength; you shattered the heads of the sea monster in the water.

74:14 You crushed the heads of Leviathan; you fed him to the people who live along the coast.

74:15 You broke open the spring and the stream; you dried up perpetually flowing rivers.

74:16 You established the cycle of day and night; you put the moon and sun in place.

74:17 You set up all the boundaries of the earth; you created the cycle of summer and winter.

74:18 Remember how the enemy hurls insults, O Lord, and how a foolish nation blasphemes your name!

74:19 Do not hand the life of your dove over to a wild animal!

Do not continue to disregard the lives of your oppressed people!

74:20 Remember your covenant promises, for the dark regions of the earth are full of places where violence rules.

74:21 Do not let the afflicted be turned back in shame!

Let the oppressed and poor praise your name!

74:22 Rise up, O God! Defend your honor!

Remember how fools insult you all day long!

74:23 Do not disregard what your enemies say, or the unceasing shouts of those who defy you.

Psalm 75

75:1 For the music director; according to the al-tashcheth style; a psalm of Asaph; a song.

We give thanks to you, O God! We give thanks!

You reveal your presence; people tell about your amazing deeds.

75:2 God says, “At the appointed times, I judge fairly.

75:3 When the earth and all its inhabitants dissolve in fear, I make its pillars secure.” (Selah)

75:4 I say to the proud, “Do not be proud,” and to the wicked, “Do not be so confident of victory!

75:5 Do not be so certain you have won!

Do not speak with your head held so high!

75:6 For victory does not come from the east or west, or from the wilderness.

75:7 For God is the judge!

He brings one down and exalts another.

75:8 For the Lord holds in his hand a cup full of foaming wine mixed with spices, and pours it out.

Surely all the wicked of the earth will slurp it up and drink it to its very last drop.”

75:9 As for me, I will continually tell what you have done; I will sing praises to the God of Jacob!

75:10 God says, “I will bring down all the power of the wicked; the godly will be victorious.”

Psalm 76

76:1 For the music director; to be accompanied by stringed instruments; a psalm of Asaph, a song.

God has revealed himself in Judah; in Israel his reputation is great.

76:2 He lives in Salem; he dwells in Zion.

76:3 There he shattered the arrows, the shield, the sword, and the rest of the weapons of war. (Selah)

76:4 You shine brightly and reveal your majesty, as you descend from the hills where you killed your prey.

76:5 The bravehearted were plundered; they “fell asleep.” All the warriors were helpless.

76:6 At the sound of your battle cry, O God of Jacob, both rider and horse “fell asleep.”

76:7 You are awesome! Yes, you!

Who can withstand your intense anger?

76:8 From heaven you announced what their punishment would be. The earth was afraid and silent

76:9 when God arose to execute judgment, and to deliver all the oppressed of the earth. (Selah)

76:10 Certainly your angry judgment upon men will bring you praise; you reveal your anger in full measure.

76:11 Make vows to the Lord your God and repay them!

Let all those who surround him bring tribute to the awesome one!

76:12 He humbles princes; the kings of the earth regard him as awesome.

Psalm 77

77:1 For the music director, Jeduthun; a psalm of Asaph.

I will cry out to God and call for help!

I will cry out to God and he will pay attention to me.

77:2 In my time of trouble I sought the Lord. I kept my hand raised in prayer throughout the night. I refused to be comforted.

77:3 I said, “I will remember God while I groan; I will think about him while my strength leaves me.” (Selah)

77:4 You held my eyelids open; I was troubled and could not speak.

77:5 I thought about the days of old, about ancient times.

77:6 I said, “During the night I will remember the song I once sang; I will think very carefully.”

I tried to make sense of what was happening.

77:7 I asked, “Will the Lord reject me forever?

Will he never again show me his favor?

77:8 Has his loyal love disappeared forever?

Has his promise failed forever?

77:9 Has God forgotten to be merciful?

Has his anger stifled his compassion?”

77:10 Then I said, “I am sickened by the thought that the sovereign One might become inactive.

77:11 I will remember the works of the Lord. Yes, I will remember the amazing things you did long ago!

77:12 I will think about all you have done; I will reflect upon your deeds!”

77:13 O God, your deeds are extraordinary!

What god can compare to our great God?

77:14 You are the God who does amazing things; you have revealed your strength among the nations.

77:15 You delivered your people by your strength – the children of Jacob and Joseph. (Selah)

77:16 The waters saw you, O God, the waters saw you and trembled.Yes, the depths of the sea shook with fear.

77:17 The clouds poured down rain; the skies thundered. Yes, your arrows flashed about.

77:18 Your thunderous voice was heard in the wind; the lightning bolts lit up the world; the earth trembled and shook.

77:19 You walked through the sea; you passed through the surging waters, but left no footprints.

77:20 You led your people like a flock of sheep, by the hand of Moses and Aaron.

Prayer

Lord, most of Your blessings are conditioned upon our obedience, You have said so.  May I never doubt that Your blessings are balanced with discipline should I choose to behave in  rebellious manner.

Commentary

David's seventy-second Psalm was the wishful and prophetic prayer of David for his heir and son Solomon.

Asaph's Psalm, numbered seventy-three in the sequence, was his lament that he had allowed jealousy of the wealthy to cloud his perception of the Lord God and of his own life.

Asaph's Psalm, numbered seventy-four, was a plea for deliverance after the Lord God has allowed the enemies of Israel to be His tool of discipline for their rebellion.

Asaph's Psalm, numbered seventy-five, was a praise and wisdom-song.

Asaph's Psalm, numbered seventy-six, was a praise song that recited some of the deeds of the Lord God on behalf of Israel.

Asaph's Psalm, numbered seventy-seven, was a prayer of petition that remembered the Lord God's past favor for Israel and questioned if He would ever rescue and restore them.

Interaction

Consider

There is general scholarly agreement that Asaph was one of three members of the ancient praise and worship leadership associated with David.

Discuss

Why would Asaph plead with the Lord God as if Israel had not been warned many times that His patience was short and He was not inclined to rescue and restore them?

Reflect

David's Seventy-First Psalm bore a prophetic element, at least for the early days of Solomon's reign.

Share

When have you felt such a heavy hand of discipline from the Lord God that you wondered if He would ever relent?

Faith in Action

Prayer:

Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to you some encouraging memories of the Lord God's blessings for you.

Action:

Today I will make time to give praise to the Lord and will share that with at least one other believer.  I will make a short list of His past blessings and post it somewhere so that when I feel troubled I may remember the proof that he loves me.

Be Specific  ______________________________________________________

Monday

Psalms 78 - 83

Psalm 78

78:1 A well-written song by Asaph.

Pay attention, my people, to my instruction!

Listen to the words I speak!

78:2 I will sing a song that imparts wisdom; I will make insightful observations about the past.

78:3 What we have heard and learned – that which our ancestors have told us –

78:4 we will not hide from their descendants. We will tell the next generation about the Lord’s praiseworthy acts, about his strength and the amazing things he has done.

78:5 He established a rule in Jacob; he set up a law in Israel. He commanded our ancestors to make his deeds known to their descendants,

78:6 so that the next generation, children yet to be born, might know about them. They will grow up and tell their descendants about them.

78:7 Then they will place their confidence in God. They will not forget the works of God, and they will obey his commands.

78:8 Then they will not be like their ancestors, who were a stubborn and rebellious generation, a generation that was not committed and faithful to God.

78:9 The Ephraimites were armed with bows, but they retreated in the day of battle.

78:10 They did not keep their covenant with God, and they refused to obey his law.

78:11 They forgot what he had done, the amazing things he had shown them.

78:12 He did amazing things in the sight of their ancestors, in the land of Egypt, in the region of Zoan.

78:13 He divided the sea and led them across it; he made the water stand in a heap.

78:14 He led them with a cloud by day, and with the light of a fire all night long.

78:15 He broke open rocks in the wilderness, and gave them enough water to fill the depths of the sea.

78:16 He caused streams to flow from the rock, and made the water flow like rivers.

78:17 Yet they continued to sin against him, and rebelled against the sovereign One in the desert.

78:18 They willfully challenged God by asking for food to satisfy their appetite.

78:19 They insulted God, saying, “Is God really able to give us food in the wilderness?

78:20 Yes, he struck a rock and water flowed out, streams gushed forth.

But can he also give us food?

Will he provide meat for his people?”

78:21 When the Lord heard this, he was furious. A fire broke out against Jacob, and his anger flared up against Israel,

78:22 because they did not have faith in God, and did not trust his ability to deliver them.

78:23 He gave a command to the clouds above, and opened the doors in the sky.

78:24 He rained down manna for them to eat; he gave them the grain of heaven.

78:25 Man ate the food of the mighty ones. He sent them more than enough to eat.

78:26 He brought the east wind through the sky, and by his strength led forth the south wind.

78:27 He rained down meat on them like dust, birds as numerous as the sand on the seashores.

78:28 He caused them to fall right in the middle of their camp, all around their homes.

78:29 They ate until they were stuffed; he gave them what they desired.

78:30 They were not yet filled up, their food was still in their mouths,

78:31 when the anger of God flared up against them. He killed some of the strongest of them; he brought the young men of Israel to their knees.

78:32 Despite all this, they continued to sin, and did not trust him to do amazing things.

78:33 So he caused them to die unsatisfied and filled with terror.

78:34 When he struck them down, they sought his favor; they turned back and longed for God.

78:35 They remembered that God was their protector, and that the sovereign God was their deliverer.

78:36 But they deceived him with their words, and lied to him.

78:37 They were not really committed to him, and they were unfaithful to his covenant.

78:38 Yet he is compassionate. He forgives sin and does not destroy. He often holds back his anger, and does not stir up his fury.

78:39 He remembered that they were made of flesh, and were like a wind that blows past and does not return.

78:40 How often they rebelled against him in the wilderness, and insulted him in the desert!

78:41 They again challenged God, and offended the Holy One of Israel.

78:42 They did not remember what he had done, how he delivered them from the enemy,

78:43 when he performed his awesome deeds in Egypt, and his acts of judgment in the region of Zoan.

78:44 He turned their rivers into blood, and they could not drink from their streams.

78:45 He sent swarms of biting insects against them, as well as frogs that overran their land.

78:46 He gave their crops to the grasshopper, the fruit of their labor to the locust.

78:47 He destroyed their vines with hail, and their sycamore-fig trees with driving rain.

78:48 He rained hail down on their cattle, and hurled lightning bolts down on their livestock.

78:49 His raging anger lashed out against them, He sent fury, rage, and trouble as messengers who bring disaster.

78:50 He sent his anger in full force; he did not spare them from death; he handed their lives over to destruction.

78:51 He struck down all the firstborn in Egypt, the firstfruits of their reproductive power in the tents of Ham.

78:52 Yet he brought out his people like sheep; he led them through the wilderness like a flock.

78:53 He guided them safely along, while the sea covered their enemies.

78:54 He brought them to the border of his holy land, to this mountainous land which his right hand acquired.

78:55 He drove the nations out from before them; he assigned them their tribal allotments and allowed the tribes of Israel to settle down.

78:56 Yet they challenged and defied the sovereign God, and did not obey his commands.

78:57 They were unfaithful and acted as treacherously as their ancestors; they were as unreliable as a malfunctioning bow.

78:58 They made him angry with their pagan shrines, and made him jealous with their idols.

78:59 God heard and was angry; he completely rejected Israel.

78:60 He abandoned the sanctuary at Shiloh, the tent where he lived among men.

78:61 He allowed the symbol of his strong presence to be captured; he gave the symbol of his splendor into the hand of the enemy.

78:62 He delivered his people over to the sword, and was angry with his chosen nation.

78:63 Fire consumed their young men, and their virgins remained unmarried.

78:64 Their priests fell by the sword, but their widows did not weep.

78:65 But then the Lord awoke from his sleep; he was like a warrior in a drunken rage.

78:66 He drove his enemies back; he made them a permanent target for insults.

78:67 He rejected the tent of Joseph; he did not choose the tribe of Ephraim.

78:68 He chose the tribe of Judah, and Mount Zion, which he loves.

78:69 He made his sanctuary as enduring as the heavens above; as secure as the earth, which he established permanently.

78:70 He chose David, his servant, and took him from the sheepfolds.

78:71 He took him away from following the mother sheep, and made him the shepherd of Jacob, his people, and of Israel, his chosen nation.

78:72 David cared for them with pure motives; he led them with skill.

Psalm 79

79:1 A psalm of Asaph.

O God, foreigners have invaded your chosen land; they have polluted your holy temple and turned Jerusalem into a heap of ruins.

79:2 They have given the corpses of your servants to the birds of the sky; the flesh of your loyal followers to the beasts of the earth.

79:3 They have made their blood flow like water all around Jerusalem, and there is no one to bury them.

79:4 We have become an object of disdain to our neighbors; those who live on our borders taunt and insult us.

79:5 How long will this go on, O Lord?

Will you stay angry forever?

How long will your rage burn like fire?

79:6 Pour out your anger on the nations that do not acknowledge you, on the kingdoms that do not pray to you!

79:7 For they have devoured Jacob and destroyed his home.

79:8 Do not hold us accountable for the sins of earlier generations!

Quickly send your compassion our way, for we are in serious trouble!

79:9 Help us, O God, our deliverer!

For the sake of your glorious reputation, rescue us!

Forgive our sins for the sake of your reputation!

79:10 Why should the nations say, “Where is their God?”

Before our very eyes may the shed blood of your servants be avenged among the nations!

79:11 Listen to the painful cries of the prisoners!

Use your great strength to set free those condemned to die!

79:12 Pay back our neighbors in full!

May they be insulted the same way they insulted you, O Lord!

79:13 Then we, your people, the sheep of your pasture, will continually thank you. We will tell coming generations of your praiseworthy acts.

Psalm 80

80:1 For the music director; according to the shushan-eduth style; a psalm of Asaph.

O shepherd of Israel, pay attention, you who lead Joseph like a flock of sheep!

You who sit enthroned above the winged angels, reveal your splendor!

80:2 In the sight of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh reveal your power!

Come and deliver us!

80:3 O God, restore us!

Smile on us! Then we will be delivered!

80:4 O Lord God, invincible warrior!

How long will you remain angry at your people while they pray to you?

80:5 You have given them tears as food; you have made them drink tears by the measure.

80:6 You have made our neighbors dislike us, and our enemies insult us.

80:7 O God, invincible warrior, restore us!

Smile on us! Then we will be delivered!

80:8 You uprooted a vine from Egypt; you drove out nations and transplanted it.

80:9 You cleared the ground for it; it took root, and filled the land.

80:10 The mountains were covered by its shadow, the highest cedars by its branches.

80:11 Its branches reached the Mediterranean Sea, and its shoots the Euphrates River.

80:12 Why did you break down its walls, so that all who pass by pluck its fruit?

80:13 The wild boars of the forest ruin it; the insects of the field feed on it.

80:14 O God, invincible warrior, come back!

Look down from heaven and take notice!

Take care of this vine,

80:15 the root your right hand planted, the shoot you made to grow!

80:16 It is burned and cut down. They die because you are displeased with them.

80:17 May you give support to the one you have chosen, to the one whom you raised up for yourself!

80:18 Then we will not turn away from you.

Revive us and we will pray to you!

80:19 O Lord God, invincible warrior, restore us!

Smile on us! Then we will be delivered!

Psalm 81

81:1 For the music director; according to the gittith style; by Asaph.

Shout for joy to God, our source of strength!

Shout out to the God of Jacob!

81:2 Sing a song and play the tambourine, the pleasant sounding harp, and the ten-stringed instrument!

81:3 Sound the ram’s horn on the day of the new moon, and on the day of the full moon when our festival begins.

81:4 For observing the festival is a requirement for Israel; it is an ordinance given by the God of Jacob.

81:5 He decreed it as a regulation in Joseph, when he attacked the land of Egypt. I heard a voice I did not recognize.

81:6 It said: “I removed the burden from his shoulder; his hands were released from holding the basket.

81:7 In your distress you called out and I rescued you. I answered you from a dark thundercloud. I tested you at the waters of Meribah. (Selah)

81:8 I said, ‘Listen, my people!

I will warn you!

O Israel, if only you would obey me!

81:9 There must be no other god among you. You must not worship a foreign god.

81:10 I am the Lord, your God, the one who brought you out of the land of Egypt.

Open your mouth wide and I will fill it!’

81:11 But my people did not obey me; Israel did not submit to me.

81:12 I gave them over to their stubborn desires; they did what seemed right to them.

81:13 If only my people would obey me!

If only Israel would keep my commands!

81:14 Then I would quickly subdue their enemies, and attack their adversaries.”

81:15 (May those who hate the Lord cower in fear before him!

May they be permanently humiliated!)

81:16 “I would feed Israel the best wheat, and would satisfy your appetite with honey from the rocky cliffs.”

Psalm 82

82:1 A psalm of Asaph.

God stands in the assembly of El; in the midst of the gods he renders judgment.

82:2 He says, “How long will you make unjust legal decisions and show favoritism to the wicked? (Selah)

82:3 Defend the cause of the poor and the fatherless!

Vindicate the oppressed and suffering!

82:4 Rescue the poor and needy!

Deliver them from the power of the wicked!

82:5 They neither know nor understand.

They stumble around in the dark, while all the foundations of the earth crumble.

82:6 I thought, ‘You are gods; all of you are sons of the Most High.’

82:7 Yet you will die like mortals; you will fall like all the other rulers.”

82:8 Rise up, O God, and execute judgment on the earth!

For you own all the nations.

Psalm 83

83:1 A song, a psalm of Asaph.

O God, do not be silent!

Do not ignore us! Do not be inactive, O God!

83:2 For look, your enemies are making a commotion; those who hate you are hostile.

83:3 They carefully plot against your people, and make plans to harm the ones you cherish.

83:4 They say, “Come on, let’s annihilate them so they are no longer a nation!

Then the name of Israel will be remembered no more.”

83:5 Yes, they devise a unified strategy; they form an alliance against you.

83:6 It includes the tents of Edom and the Ishmaelites, Moab and the Hagrites,

83:7 Gebal, Ammon, and Amalek, Philistia and the inhabitants of Tyre.

83:8 Even Assyria has allied with them, lending its strength to the descendants of Lot. (Selah)

83:9 Do to them as you did to Midian – as you did to Sisera and Jabin at the Kishon River!

83:10 They were destroyed at Endor; their corpses were like manure on the ground.

83:11 Make their nobles like Oreb and Zeeb, and all their rulers like Zebah and Zalmunna,

83:12 who said, “Let’s take over the pastures of God!”

83:13 O my God, make them like dead thistles, like dead weeds blown away by the wind!

83:14 Like the fire that burns down the forest, or the flames that consume the mountainsides,

83:15 chase them with your gale winds, and terrify them with your windstorm.

83:16 Cover their faces with shame, so they might seek you, O Lord.

83:17 May they be humiliated and continually terrified!

May they die in shame!

83:18 Then they will know that you alone are the Lord, the sovereign king over all the earth.

Prayer

Lord, You have been faithful to Your covenant, including both the protection and provision for obedience and the negative consequences for disobedience.  May I not complain when You chastize me as it is always a perfectly-proportional response to my disobedience.

Commentary

Asaph's Psalm, numbered seventy-eight, was a wisdom-song in which he reviewed the long history of the Lord God's protection and provision of His people, concluding with the reign of king David.

Asaph's Psalm, numbered seventy-nine, was a petition for rescue as Israel was over-run by her enemies.  Asaph asked that the sins of the past not be held against the current generation and offered that a restored Israel would give all praise to the Lord God.

Asaph's Psalm, numbered eighty, continued the petition of seventy-nine with the reference to the Lord God as the “invincible warrior”.

Asaph's Psalm, numbered eighty-one, described the obligation of Israel to celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles (Booths) – per the NET translator's notes – and linked that act of obedience to the Lord God's intervention and rescue.

Asaph's Psalm, numbered eighty-two, was a wisdom-song with an imprecatory prayer where he asked the Lord God to judge and punish the Cannanites and their false religion.

Asaph's Psalm, numbered eighty-three, returns to the petition-song theme for the Lord God's rescue and also contained an imprecatory prayer for the destruction of their enemies.

Interaction

Consider

The history of the Lord God's protection and provision of His people is amazing.  He always kept His part of the covenant.

Discuss

Why would Asaph expect the Lord God to relent from His judgment of the nation of Israel after the long history of chronic rebellion?

Reflect

Asaph seemed to see mostly the consequences rather than the cause of Israel's troubles.

Share

When have you troubles and later realized that if you had focused on the cause rather than the symptoms of the trouble you would have found relief sooner?

Faith in Action

Prayer:

Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to you a list of times when He has protected and/or provided for you.

Action:

Today I will give praise to the Lord God for His faithfulness, I will share the story with a fellow believer, and I will Psalm seventy-eight several times this week as a reinforcement of my confidence in the Lord's faithfulness.

Be Specific  ______________________________________________________

Tuesday

Psalms 84 - 89

Psalm 84

84:1 For the music director; according to the gittith style; written by the Korahites, a psalm.

How lovely is the place where you live, O Lord who rules over all!

84:2 I desperately want to be in the courts of the Lord’s temple. My heart and my entire being shout for joy to the living God.

84:3 Even the birds find a home there, and the swallow builds a nest, where she can protect her young near your altars, O Lord who rules over all, my king and my God.

84:4 How blessed are those who live in your temple and praise you continually! (Selah)

84:5 How blessed are those who find their strength in you, and long to travel the roads that lead to your temple!

84:6 As they pass through the Baca Valley, he provides a spring for them. The rain even covers it with pools of water.

84:7 They are sustained as they travel along; each one appears before God in Zion.

84:8 O Lord, sovereign God, hear my prayer!

Listen, O God of Jacob! (Selah)

84:9 O God, take notice of our shield!

Show concern for your chosen king!

84:10 Certainly spending just one day in your temple courts is better than spending a thousand elsewhere. I would rather stand at the entrance to the temple of my God than live in the tents of the wicked.

84:11 For the Lord God is our sovereign protector. The Lord bestows favor and honor; he withholds no good thing from those who have integrity.

84:12 O Lord who rules over all, how blessed are those who trust in you!

Psalm 85

85:1 For the music director; written by the Korahites, a psalm. 

O Lord, you showed favor to your land; you restored the well-being of Jacob.

85:2 You pardoned the wrongdoing of your people; you forgave all their sin. (Selah)

85:3 You withdrew all your fury; you turned back from your raging anger.

85:4 Restore us, O God our deliverer!

Do not be displeased with us!

85:5 Will you stay mad at us forever?

Will you remain angry throughout future generations?

85:6 Will you not revive us once more?

Then your people will rejoice in you!

85:7 O Lord, show us your loyal love!

Bestow on us your deliverance!

85:8 I will listen to what God the Lord says. For he will make peace with his people, his faithful followers. Yet they must not return to their foolish ways.

85:9 Certainly his loyal followers will soon experience his deliverance; then his splendor will again appear in our land.

85:10 Loyal love and faithfulness meet; deliverance and peace greet each other with a kiss.

85:11 Faithfulness grows from the ground, and deliverance looks down from the sky.

85:12 Yes, the Lord will bestow his good blessings, and our land will yield its crops.

85:13 Deliverance goes before him, and prepares a pathway for him.

Psalm 86

86:1 A prayer of David.

Listen O Lord! Answer me!

For I am oppressed and needy.

86:2 Protect me, for I am loyal!

O my God, deliver your servant, who trusts in you!

86:3 Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I cry out to you all day long!

86:4 Make your servant glad, for to you, O Lord, I pray!

86:5 Certainly O Lord, you are kind and forgiving, and show great faithfulness to all who cry out to you.

86:6 O Lord, hear my prayer!

Pay attention to my plea for mercy!

86:7 In my time of trouble I cry out to you, for you will answer me.

86:8 None can compare to you among the gods, O Lord!

Your exploits are incomparable!

86:9 All the nations, whom you created, will come and worship you, O Lord. They will honor your name.

86:10 For you are great and do amazing things. You alone are God.

86:11 O Lord, teach me how you want me to live!

Then I will obey your commands. Make me wholeheartedly committed to you!

86:12 O Lord, my God, I will give you thanks with my whole heart!

I will honor your name continually!

86:13 For you will extend your great loyal love to me, and will deliver my life from the depths of Sheol.

86:14 O God, arrogant men attack me; a gang of ruthless men, who do not respect you, seek my life.

86:15 But you, O Lord, are a compassionate and merciful God. You are patient and demonstrate great loyal love and faithfulness.

86:16 Turn toward me and have mercy on me!

Give your servant your strength!

Deliver your slave!

86:17 Show me evidence of your favor!

Then those who hate me will see it and be ashamed, for you, O Lord, will help me and comfort me.

Psalm 87

87:1 Written by the Korahites; a psalm, a song. 

The Lord’s city is in the holy hills.

87:2 The Lord loves the gates of Zion more than all the dwelling places of Jacob.

87:3 People say wonderful things about you, O city of God. (Selah)

87:4 I mention Rahab and Babylon to my followers. Here are Philistia and Tyre, along with Ethiopia. It is said of them, “This one was born there.”

87:5 But it is said of Zion’s residents, “Each one of these was born in her, and the sovereign One makes her secure.”

87:6 The Lord writes in the census book of the nations, “This one was born there.” (Selah)

87:7 As for the singers, as well as the pipers – all of them sing within your walls.

Psalm 88

88:1 A song, a psalm written by the Korahites; for the music director; according to the machalath-leannoth style; a well-written song by Heman the Ezrachite.

O Lord God who delivers me!

By day I cry out and at night I pray before you.

88:2 Listen to my prayer!

Pay attention to my cry for help!

88:3 For my life is filled with troubles and I am ready to enter Sheol.

88:4 They treat me like those who descend into the grave. I am like a helpless man,

88:5 adrift among the dead, like corpses lying in the grave, whom you remember no more, and who are cut off from your power.

88:6 You place me in the lowest regions of the pit, in the dark places, in the watery depths.

88:7 Your anger bears down on me, and you overwhelm me with all your waves. (Selah)

88:8 You cause those who know me to keep their distance; you make me an appalling sight to them. I am trapped and cannot get free.

88:9 My eyes grow weak because of oppression. I call out to you, O Lord, all day long; I spread out my hands in prayer to you.

88:10 Do you accomplish amazing things for the dead?

Do the departed spirits rise up and give you thanks? (Selah)

88:11 Is your loyal love proclaimed in the grave, or your faithfulness in the place of the dead?

88:12 Are your amazing deeds experienced in the dark region, or your deliverance in the land of oblivion?

88:13 As for me, I cry out to you, O Lord; in the morning my prayer confronts you.

88:14 O Lord, why do you reject me, and pay no attention to me?

88:15 I am oppressed and have been on the verge of death since my youth. I have been subjected to your horrors and am numb with pain.

88:16 Your anger overwhelms me; your terrors destroy me.

88:17 They surround me like water all day long; they join forces and encircle me.

88:18 You cause my friends and neighbors to keep their distance; those who know me leave me alone in the darkness.

Psalm 89

89:1 A well-written song by Ethan the Ezrachite. 

I will sing continually about the Lord’s faithful deeds; to future generations I will proclaim your faithfulness.

89:2 For I say, “Loyal love is permanently established; in the skies you set up your faithfulness.”

89:3 The Lord said, “I have made a covenant with my chosen one; I have made a promise on oath to David, my servant:

89:4 ‘I will give you an eternal dynasty and establish your throne throughout future generations.’” (Selah)

89:5 O Lord, the heavens praise your amazing deeds, as well as your faithfulness in the angelic assembly.

89:6 For who in the skies can compare to the Lord?

Who is like the Lord among the heavenly beings,

89:7 a God who is honored in the great angelic assembly, and more awesome than all who surround him?

89:8 O Lord, sovereign God!

Who is strong like you, O Lord?

Your faithfulness surrounds you.

89:9 You rule over the proud sea. When its waves surge, you calm them.

89:10 You crushed the Proud One and killed it; with your strong arm you scattered your enemies.

89:11 The heavens belong to you, as does the earth. You made the world and all it contains.

89:12 You created the north and the south. Tabor and Hermon rejoice in your name.

89:13 Your arm is powerful, your hand strong, your right hand victorious.

89:14 Equity and justice are the foundation of your throne. Loyal love and faithfulness characterize your rule.

89:15 How blessed are the people who worship you!

O Lord, they experience your favor.

89:16 They rejoice in your name all day long, and are vindicated by your justice.

89:17 For you give them splendor and strength. By your favor we are victorious.

89:18 For our shield belongs to the Lord, our king to the Holy One of Israel.

89:19 Then you spoke through a vision to your faithful followers and said: “I have energized a warrior; I have raised up a young man from the people.

89:20 I have discovered David, my servant. With my holy oil I have anointed him as king.

89:21 My hand will support him, and my arm will strengthen him.

89:22 No enemy will be able to exact tribute from him; a violent oppressor will not be able to humiliate him.

89:23 I will crush his enemies before him; I will strike down those who hate him.

89:24 He will experience my faithfulness and loyal love, and by my name he will win victories.

89:25 I will place his hand over the sea, his right hand over the rivers.

89:26 He will call out to me, ‘You are my father, my God, and the protector who delivers me.’

89:27 I will appoint him to be my firstborn son, the most exalted of the earth’s kings.

89:28 I will always extend my loyal love to him, and my covenant with him is secure.

89:29 I will give him an eternal dynasty, and make his throne as enduring as the skies above.

89:30 If his sons reject my law and disobey my regulations,

89:31 if they break my rules and do not keep my commandments,

89:32 I will punish their rebellion by beating them with a club, their sin by inflicting them with bruises.

89:33 But I will not remove my loyal love from him, nor be unfaithful to my promise.

89:34 I will not break my covenant or go back on what I promised.

89:35 Once and for all I have vowed by my own holiness, I will never deceive David.

89:36 His dynasty will last forever. His throne will endure before me, like the sun,

89:37 it will remain stable, like the moon, his throne will endure like the skies.” (Selah)

89:38 But you have spurned and rejected him; you are angry with your chosen king.

89:39 You have repudiated your covenant with your servant; you have thrown his crown to the ground.

89:40 You have broken down all his walls; you have made his strongholds a heap of ruins.

89:41 All who pass by have robbed him; he has become an object of disdain to his neighbors.

89:42 You have allowed his adversaries to be victorious, and all his enemies to rejoice.

89:43 You turn back his sword from the adversary, and have not sustained him in battle.

89:44 You have brought to an end his splendor, and have knocked his throne to the ground.

89:45 You have cut short his youth, and have covered him with shame. (Selah)

89:46 How long, O Lord, will this last?

Will you remain hidden forever?

Will your anger continue to burn like fire?

89:47 Take note of my brief lifespan!

Why do you make all people so mortal?

89:48 No man can live on without experiencing death, or deliver his life from the power of Sheol. (Selah)

89:49 Where are your earlier faithful deeds, O Lord, the ones performed in accordance with your reliable oath to David?

89:50 Take note, O Lord, of the way your servants are taunted, and of how I must bear so many insults from people!

89:51 Your enemies, O Lord, hurl insults; they insult your chosen king as they dog his footsteps.

89:52 The Lord deserves praise forevermore!

We agree! We agree!

Prayer

Lord, You have been so consistent over time that the Psalmists were able to use the telling of history to describe Your great faithfulness and power.  May I know Your Word well enough that I am encouraged by Your faithfulness and may encourage others as well.

Commentary

Asaph's Psalm, numbered eighty-four, was a praise-song with the following unique phrase “... spending just one day in your temple courts is better than spending a thousand elsewhere.”

Asaph's Psalm, numbered eighty-five, was a petition which recalled God's mercy upon Israel despite their past transgressions and asked that He show mercy one more time.

David's Psalm, numbered eighty-six, was a prayer of petition for rescue.

A Psalm by the Korahites, numbered eighty-seven, celebrated the unique priviledge of being born in the city of Zion as a symbolic association with the Lord God.

A Psalm by the Korahites, specifically Heman the Ezrachite, numbered eighty-eight was a petition for rescue.

A Psalm by the Korahites, specifically Ethan the Ezrachite, numbered eighty-nine began with praise, then contained wisdom about the call of David as king, then turned to a petition for rescue.

Interaction

Consider

David was joined by Asaph, a cooperative Psalm by multiple Korahites, Heman the Ezrachite, and Ethan the Ezrakite in writing God-inspired Psalms.

Discuss

Why would Asaph cling to the belief that God might relent from His anger against rebellious Israel when He had announced that He would not?

Reflect

There is powerful perspective in this phrase “... spending just one day in your temple courts is better than spending a thousand elsewhere.”

Share

When have you had a moment in the 'presence' of the Lord God and found anything and everything else paled in comparison?

Faith in Action

Prayer:

Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to you a time and place in your day which is best suited for frequent moments alone with the Lord God.

Action:

Today I will begin the day with a reasonable plan to get-apart with the Lord.  It is not to be a rigid ritual, it needs not copy what others do but will be uniquely tailored to my life, it may not work out every single day, but it will be intentional and will be when and where and how the Holy Spirit leads.  It may be parked somewhere in my car, sitting outside, kneeling next to my bed, standing in a room, or in some other location.  It will likely include reading some Biblical text, it will include prayer, it will include quiet reflection, it may include music – listening and/or singing along, and it may vary in length.  It will not always be powerful but it muct always be 'real.'

Be Specific  ______________________________________________________

Wednesday

Psalms 90 - 94

Book 4 (Psalms 90-106)

Psalm 90

90:1 A prayer of Moses, the man of God.

O Lord, you have been our protector through all generations!

90:2 Even before the mountains came into existence, or you brought the world into being, you were the eternal God.

90:3 You make mankind return to the dust, and say, “Return, O people!”

90:4 Yes, in your eyes a thousand years are like yesterday that quickly passes, or like one of the divisions of the nighttime.

90:5 You bring their lives to an end and they “fall asleep.” In the morning they are like the grass that sprouts up;

90:6 in the morning it glistens and sprouts up; at evening time it withers and dries up.

90:7 Yes, we are consumed by your anger; we are terrified by your wrath.

90:8 You are aware of our sins; you even know about our hidden sins.

90:9 Yes, throughout all our days we experience your raging fury; the years of our lives pass quickly, like a sigh.

90:10 The days of our lives add up to seventy years, or eighty, if one is especially strong. But even one’s best years are marred by trouble and oppression. Yes, they pass quickly and we fly away.

90:11 Who can really fathom the intensity of your anger?

Your raging fury causes people to fear you.

90:12 So teach us to consider our mortality, so that we might live wisely.

90:13 Turn back toward us, O Lord!

How long must this suffering last?

Have pity on your servants!

90:14 Satisfy us in the morning with your loyal love!

Then we will shout for joy and be happy all our days!

90:15 Make us happy in proportion to the days you have afflicted us, in proportion to the years we have experienced trouble!

90:16 May your servants see your work!

May their sons see your majesty!

90:17 May our sovereign God extend his favor to us!

Make our endeavors successful!

Yes, make them successful!

Psalm 91

91:1 As for you, the one who lives in the shelter of the sovereign One, and resides in the protective shadow of the mighty king –

91:2 I say this about the Lord, my shelter and my stronghold, my God in whom I trust –

91:3 he will certainly rescue you from the snare of the hunter and from the destructive plague.

91:4 He will shelter you with his wings; you will find safety under his wings. His faithfulness is like a shield or a protective wall.

91:5 You need not fear the terrors of the night, the arrow that flies by day,

91:6 the plague that comes in the darkness, or the disease that comes at noon.

91:7 Though a thousand may fall beside you, and a multitude on your right side, it will not reach you.

91:8 Certainly you will see it with your very own eyes – you will see the wicked paid back.

91:9 For you have taken refuge in the Lord, my shelter, the sovereign One.

91:10 No harm will overtake you; no illness will come near your home.

91:11 For he will order his angels to protect you in all you do.

91:12 They will lift you up in their hands, so you will not slip and fall on a stone.

91:13 You will subdue a lion and a snake; you will trample underfoot a young lion and a serpent.

91:14 The Lord says, “Because he is devoted to me, I will deliver him; I will protect him because he is loyal to me.

91:15 When he calls out to me, I will answer him. I will be with him when he is in trouble; I will rescue him and bring him honor.

91:16 I will satisfy him with long life, and will let him see my salvation.

Psalm 92

92:1 A psalm; a song for the Sabbath day.

It is fitting to thank the Lord, and to sing praises to your name, O sovereign One!

92:2 It is fitting to proclaim your loyal love in the morning, and your faithfulness during the night,

92:3 to the accompaniment of a ten-stringed instrument and a lyre, to the accompaniment of the meditative tone of the harp.

92:4 For you, O Lord, have made me happy by your work. I will sing for joy because of what you have done.

92:5 How great are your works, O Lord!

Your plans are very intricate!

92:6 The spiritually insensitive do not recognize this; the fool does not understand this.

92:7 When the wicked sprout up like grass, and all the evildoers glisten, it is so that they may be annihilated.

92:8 But you, O Lord, reign forever!

92:9 Indeed, look at your enemies, O Lord!

Indeed, look at how your enemies perish!

All the evildoers are scattered!

92:10 You exalt my horn like that of a wild ox. I am covered with fresh oil.

92:11 I gloat in triumph over those who tried to ambush me; I hear the defeated cries of the evil foes who attacked me.

92:12 The godly grow like a palm tree; they grow high like a cedar in Lebanon.

92:13 Planted in the Lord’s house, they grow in the courts of our God.

92:14 They bear fruit even when they are old; they are filled with vitality and have many leaves.

92:15 So they proclaim that the Lord, my protector, is just and never unfair.

Psalm 93

93:1 The Lord reigns!

He is robed in majesty, the Lord is robed, he wears strength around his waist. Indeed, the world is established, it cannot be moved.

93:2 Your throne has been secure from ancient times; you have always been king.

93:3 The waves roar, O Lord, the waves roar, the waves roar and crash.

93:4 Above the sound of the surging water, and the mighty waves of the sea, the Lord sits enthroned in majesty.

93:5 The rules you set down are completely reliable. Holiness aptly adorns your house, O Lord, forever.

Psalm 94

94:1 O Lord, the God who avenges!

O God who avenges, reveal your splendor!

94:2 Rise up, O judge of the earth!

Pay back the proud!

94:3 O Lord, how long will the wicked, how long will the wicked celebrate?

94:4 They spew out threats and speak defiantly; all the evildoers boast.

94:5 O Lord, they crush your people; they oppress the nation that belongs to you.

94:6 They kill the widow and the one residing outside his native land, and they murder the fatherless.

94:7 Then they say, “The Lord does not see this; the God of Jacob does not take notice of it.”

94:8 Take notice of this, you ignorant people!

You fools, when will you ever understand?

94:9 Does the one who makes the human ear not hear?

Does the one who forms the human eye not see?

94:10 Does the one who disciplines the nations not punish?

He is the one who imparts knowledge to human beings!

94:11 The Lord knows that peoples’ thoughts are morally bankrupt.

94:12 How blessed is the one whom you instruct, O Lord, the one whom you teach from your law,

94:13 in order to protect him from times of trouble, until the wicked are destroyed.

94:14 Certainly the Lord does not forsake his people; he does not abandon the nation that belongs to him.

94:15 For justice will prevail, and all the morally upright will be vindicated.

94:16 Who will rise up to defend me against the wicked?

Who will stand up for me against the evildoers?

94:17 If the Lord had not helped me, I would have laid down in the silence of death.

94:18 If I say, “My foot is slipping,” your loyal love, O Lord, supports me.

94:19 When worries threaten to overwhelm me, your soothing touch makes me happy.

94:20 Cruel rulers are not your allies, those who make oppressive laws.

94:21 They conspire against the blameless, and condemn to death the innocent.

94:22 But the Lord will protect me, and my God will shelter me.

94:23 He will pay them back for their sin. He will destroy them because of their evil; the Lord our God will destroy them.

Prayer

Lord, You are so far above man in glory and honor that to give You praise is a natural response to our recognition of Who You are.  May I read again the words of Your Bible whenever I need to be encouraged to praise and trust You.

Commentary

Psalm Ninety was a recitation of a prayer of Moses.  It was a wisdom-prayer which contained one very unique statement “You bring their lives to an end and they “fall asleep.” In the morning they are like the grass that sprouts up;”

Psalm Ninety-One was unlabeled but matches the other praise-songs by David.  It included powerful words of wisdom like “Though a thousand may fall beside you, and a multitude on your right side, it will not reach you.” and “The Lord says … I will satisfy him with long life, and will let him see my salvation.”

Psalm Ninety-Two is not labeled as to the author, it has been speculated that it was of David, of Moses, of one of the Kohalites, or a high priest.  It was a prayer of praise which emphasized the protective care of the Lord God in times of trouble.  It contained this wisdom-text “How great are your works, O Lord!  Your plans are very intricate!  The spiritually insensitive do not recognize this; the fool does not understand this.”

Psalm Ninety-Three was unlabeled but likely from a High Priest or one of the Kohalites.  It was a praise-prayer which celebrated the Lord God's hand of power over the forces of the earth.

Psalm Ninety-Four is similar in style to others of David.  It combined elements of petition, praise, and wisdom.  A unique phrase was “The Lord knows that peoples’ thoughts are morally bankrupt.  How blessed is the one whom you instruct, O Lord, the one whom you teach from your law,”

Interaction

Consider

The prayer of Moses in Psalm 91 stongly implies the doctrine of “soul sleep” wherein which the dead (in this case the text is addressing the faithful) are unaware of the passage of time until the Lord God raises them up.

Discuss

It is challenging and encouraging to know that the Lord God knows our thoughts and that they are damaged due to our fallen condition, but that He stands ready to “instruct” so that we might get it right?

Reflect

It is a great encouragement to know that we are “... under His wings” and that we may “... stand” in times of trouble because He is our strength.

Share

When have you been in a difficult place and could not have been able to “... stand” in your own strength but recalled these words and were therefore able to stand in His strength?

Faith in Action

Prayer:

Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to you a place where your thoughts tend to go to the wrong place, or become confused, and you need Him to teach you.

Action:

Today I will humbly accept the teaching of the Lord God through His word, I will make time to be in His Word, and I will give Him thanks and praise for every time He – the sovereign Lord God of eternity - teaches me.

Be Specific  ______________________________________________________

Thursday

Psalms 95 - 101

Psalm 95

95:1 Come! Let’s sing for joy to the Lord!

Let’s shout out praises to our protector who delivers us!

95:2 Let’s enter his presence with thanksgiving!

Let’s shout out to him in celebration!

95:3 For the Lord is a great God, a great king who is superior to all gods.

95:4 The depths of the earth are in his hand, and the mountain peaks belong to him.

95:5 The sea is his, for he made it. His hands formed the dry land.

95:6 Come! Let’s bow down and worship!

Let’s kneel before the Lord, our creator!

95:7 For he is our God; we are the people of his pasture, the sheep he owns.

Today, if only you would obey him!

95:8 He says, “Do not be stubborn like they were at Meribah, like they were that day at Massah in the wilderness,

95:9 where your ancestors challenged my authority, and tried my patience, even though they had seen my work.

95:10 For forty years I was continually disgusted with that generation, and I said, ‘These people desire to go astray; they do not obey my commands.’

95:11 So I made a vow in my anger, ‘They will never enter into the resting place I had set aside for them.’”

Psalm 96

96:1 Sing to the Lord a new song!

Sing to the Lord, all the earth!

96:2 Sing to the Lord! Praise his name!

Announce every day how he delivers!

96:3 Tell the nations about his splendor!

Tell all the nations about his amazing deeds!

96:4 For the Lord is great and certainly worthy of praise; he is more awesome than all gods.

96:5 For all the gods of the nations are worthless, but the Lord made the sky.

96:6 Majestic splendor emanates from him; his sanctuary is firmly established and beautiful.

96:7 Ascribe to the Lord, O families of the nations, ascribe to the Lord splendor and strength!

96:8 Ascribe to the Lord the splendor he deserves!

Bring an offering and enter his courts!

96:9 Worship the Lord in holy attire!

Tremble before him, all the earth!

96:10 Say among the nations, “The Lord reigns!

The world is established, it cannot be moved. He judges the nations fairly.”

96:11 Let the sky rejoice, and the earth be happy!

Let the sea and everything in it shout!

96:12 Let the fields and everything in them celebrate!

Then let the trees of the forest shout with joy

96:13 before the Lord, for he comes!

For he comes to judge the earth!

He judges the world fairly, and the nations in accordance with his justice.

Psalm 97

97:1 The Lord reigns!

Let the earth be happy!

Let the many coastlands rejoice!

97:2 Dark clouds surround him; equity and justice are the foundation of his throne.

97:3 Fire goes before him; on every side it burns up his enemies.

97:4 His lightning bolts light up the world; the earth sees and trembles.

97:5 The mountains melt like wax before the Lord, before the Lord of the whole earth.

97:6 The sky declares his justice, and all the nations see his splendor.

97:7 All who worship idols are ashamed, those who boast about worthless idols.

All the gods bow down before him.

97:8 Zion hears and rejoices, the towns of Judah are happy, because of your judgments, O Lord.

97:9 For you, O Lord, are the sovereign king over the whole earth; you are elevated high above all gods.

97:10 You who love the Lord, hate evil!

He protects the lives of his faithful followers; he delivers them from the power of the wicked.

97:11 The godly bask in the light; the morally upright experience joy.

97:12 You godly ones, rejoice in the Lord!

Give thanks to his holy name.

Psalm 98

98:1 A psalm.

Sing to the Lord a new song, for he performs amazing deeds!

His right hand and his mighty arm accomplish deliverance.

98:2 The Lord demonstrates his power to deliver; in the sight of the nations he reveals his justice.

98:3 He remains loyal and faithful to the family of Israel. All the ends of the earth see our God deliver us.

98:4 Shout out praises to the Lord, all the earth!

Break out in a joyful shout and sing!

98:5 Sing to the Lord accompanied by a harp, accompanied by a harp and the sound of music!

98:6 With trumpets and the blaring of the ram’s horn, shout out praises before the king, the Lord!

98:7 Let the sea and everything in it shout, along with the world and those who live in it!

98:8 Let the rivers clap their hands!

Let the mountains sing in unison

98:9 before the Lord!

For he comes to judge the earth!

He judges the world fairly, and the nations in a just manner.

Psalm 99

99:1 The Lord reigns!

The nations tremble.

He sits enthroned above the winged angels; the earth shakes.

99:2 The Lord is elevated in Zion; he is exalted over all the nations.

99:3 Let them praise your great and awesome name!

He is holy!

99:4 The king is strong; he loves justice. You ensure that legal decisions will be made fairly; you promote justice and equity in Jacob.

99:5 Praise the Lord our God!

Worship before his footstool!

He is holy!

99:6 Moses and Aaron were among his priests; Samuel was one of those who prayed to him. They prayed to the Lord and he answered them.

99:7 He spoke to them from a pillar of cloud; they obeyed his regulations and the ordinance he gave them.

99:8 O Lord our God, you answered them. They found you to be a forgiving God, but also one who punished their sinful deeds.

99:9 Praise the Lord our God!

Worship on his holy hill, for the Lord our God is holy!

Psalm 100

100:1 A thanksgiving psalm.

Shout out praises to the Lord, all the earth!

100:2 Worship the Lord with joy!

Enter his presence with joyful singing!

100:3 Acknowledge that the Lord is God!

He made us and we belong to him; we are his people, the sheep of his pasture.

100:4 Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise!

Give him thanks!

Praise his name!

100:5 For the Lord is good. His loyal love endures, and he is faithful through all generations.

Psalm 101

101:1 A psalm of David.

I will sing about loyalty and justice!

To you, O Lord, I will sing praises!

101:2 I will walk in the way of integrity. When will you come to me?

I will conduct my business with integrity in the midst of my palace.

101:3 I will not even consider doing what is dishonest. I hate doing evil; I will have no part of it.

101:4 I will have nothing to do with a perverse person; I will not permit evil.

101:5 I will destroy anyone who slanders his neighbor in secret. I will not tolerate anyone who has a cocky demeanor and an arrogant attitude.

101:6 I will favor the honest people of the land, and allow them to live with me. Those who walk in the way of integrity will attend me.

101:7 Deceitful people will not live in my palace. Liars will not be welcome in my presence.

101:8 Each morning I will destroy all the wicked people in the land, and remove all evildoers from the city of the Lord.

Prayer

Lord, when we praise You we discover Your wisdom, as it is impossible to recite the reasons to praise You without describing Your character and without You teaching us in that process.  May I receive wisdom from You as I sing praises to You – the One I long to know more and more every day.

Commentary

Psalm Ninety-Five was a praise-song which contained wisdom “For he is our God; we are the people of his pasture, the sheep he owns.”  The author was not identified.

Psalm Ninety-Six was a praise-song which contained wisdom “Sing to the Lord a new song!” – which flowed from the assertion that He “... comes to judge the earth! He judges the world fairly, and the nations in accordance with his justice.”  The author was not identified.

Psalm Ninety-Seven was a praise-song which contained wisdom “The godly bask in the light; the morally upright experience joy. You godly ones, rejoice in the Lord! Give thanks to his holy name.”  The author was not identified.

Psalm Ninety-Eight was a praise-song which returned to the introductory theme of Psalm Ninety-Six “Sing to the Lord a new song!” and contained additional wisdom “His right hand and his mighty arm accomplish deliverance.”  [The Net Translator's Notes observe that this referred to the unique power of the Lord God and, as with His justice, reflected His character.]   The author was not identified.

Psalm Ninety-Nine was a praise-song which contained wisdom “O Lord our God, you answered them. [Moses and Aaron ] They found you to be a forgiving God, but also one who punished their sinful deeds.”   The author was not identified.

Psalm One-Hundred was a praise-song which contained wisdom “For the Lord is good. His loyal love endures, and he is faithful through all generations.”   The author was not identified.

Psalm One-Hundred and One was a praise-song of David which contained wisdom “I will have nothing to do with a perverse person; I will not permit evil.”

Interaction

Consider

The common thread of this group of Psalms was humble praise and the discovery of wisdom in the process.

Discuss

Why might it have been so important to the Israelites to emphasize the certain and perfect judgment of all nations?

Reflect

David's declaration that he would not participate in nor tolerate evil must have been written early in his reign as the events that unfolded revealed that he eventually failed on both accounts.

Share

When have you struggled with injustice, or at least with what you perceived as your unequal circumstances, while others thrived and found some solace in the assurance that one day the Lord God would make all things right?

Faith in Action

Prayer:

Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to you a place where you have committed to avoid sin, and to confront it when you saw it, yet you have a pattern of failing at one or the other.

Action:

Today I will confess and repent, request and receive the Lord's forgiveness, and move to break the sin-pattern that the Holy Spirit has revealed in my life.  I will ask a fellow believer to pray in-agreement and to hold me accountable in this area.

Be Specific  ______________________________________________________

Friday

Psalms 102 - 104

Psalm 102

102:1 The prayer of an oppressed man, as he grows faint and pours out his lament before the Lord.

O Lord, hear my prayer!

Pay attention to my cry for help!

102:2 Do not ignore me in my time of trouble!

Listen to me!

When I call out to you, quickly answer me!

102:3 For my days go up in smoke, and my bones are charred like a fireplace.

102:4 My heart is parched and withered like grass, for I am unable to eat food.

102:5 Because of the anxiety that makes me groan, my bones protrude from my skin.

102:6 I am like an owl in the wilderness; I am like a screech owl among the ruins.

102:7 I stay awake; I am like a solitary bird on a roof.

102:8 All day long my enemies taunt me; those who mock me use my name in their curses.

102:9 For I eat ashes as if they were bread, and mix my drink with my tears,

102:10 because of your anger and raging fury. Indeed, you pick me up and throw me away.

102:11 My days are coming to an end, and I am withered like grass.

102:12 But you, O Lord, rule forever, and your reputation endures.

102:13 You will rise up and have compassion on Zion. For it is time to have mercy on her, for the appointed time has come.

102:14 Indeed, your servants take delight in her stones, and feel compassion for the dust of her ruins.

102:15 The nations will respect the reputation of the Lord, and all the kings of the earth will respect his splendor,

102:16 when the Lord rebuilds Zion, and reveals his splendor,

102:17 when he responds to the prayer of the destitute, and does not reject their request.

102:18 The account of his intervention will be recorded for future generations; people yet to be born will praise the Lord.

102:19 For he will look down from his sanctuary above; from heaven the Lord will look toward earth,

102:20 in order to hear the painful cries of the prisoners, and to set free those condemned to die,

102:21 so they may proclaim the name of the Lord in Zion, and praise him in Jerusalem,

102:22 when the nations gather together, and the kingdoms pay tribute to the Lord.

102:23 He has taken away my strength in the middle of life; he has cut short my days.

102:24 I say, “O my God, please do not take me away in the middle of my life!

You endure through all generations.

102:25 In earlier times you established the earth; the skies are your handiwork.

102:26 They will perish, but you will endure. They will wear out like a garment; like clothes you will remove them and they will disappear.

102:27 But you remain; your years do not come to an end.

102:28 The children of your servants will settle down here, and their descendants will live securely in your presence.”

Psalm 103

103:1 By David.

Praise the Lord, O my soul!

With all that is within me, praise his holy name!

103:2 Praise the Lord, O my soul!

Do not forget all his kind deeds!

103:3 He is the one who forgives all your sins, who heals all your diseases,

103:4 who delivers your life from the Pit, who crowns you with his loyal love and compassion,

103:5 who satisfies your life with good things, so your youth is renewed like an eagle’s.

103:6 The Lord does what is fair, and executes justice for all the oppressed.

103:7 The Lord revealed his faithful acts to Moses, his deeds to the Israelites.

103:8 The Lord is compassionate and merciful; he is patient and demonstrates great loyal love.

103:9 He does not always accuse, and does not stay angry.

103:10 He does not deal with us as our sins deserve; he does not repay us as our misdeeds deserve.

103:11 For as the skies are high above the earth, so his loyal love towers over his faithful followers.

103:12 As far as the eastern horizon is from the west, so he removes the guilt of our rebellious actions from us.

103:13 As a father has compassion on his children, so the Lord has compassion on his faithful followers.

103:14 For he knows what we are made of; he realizes we are made of clay.

103:15 A person’s life is like grass. Like a flower in the field it flourishes,

103:16 but when the hot wind blows by, it disappears, and one can no longer even spot the place where it once grew.

103:17 But the Lord continually shows loyal love to his faithful followers, and is faithful to their descendants,

103:18 to those who keep his covenant, who are careful to obey his commands.

103:19 The Lord has established his throne in heaven; his kingdom extends over everything.

103:20 Praise the Lord, you angels of his, you powerful warriors who carry out his decrees and obey his orders!

103:21 Praise the Lord, all you warriors of his, you servants of his who carry out his desires!

103:22 Praise the Lord, all that he has made, in all the regions of his kingdom!

Praise the Lord, O my soul!

Psalm 104

104:1 Praise the Lord, O my soul!

O Lord my God, you are magnificent. You are robed in splendor and majesty.

104:2 He covers himself with light as if it were a garment. He stretches out the skies like a tent curtain,

104:3 and lays the beams of the upper rooms of his palace on the rain clouds. He makes the clouds his chariot, and travels along on the wings of the wind.

104:4 He makes the winds his messengers, and the flaming fire his attendant.

104:5 He established the earth on its foundations; it will never be upended.

104:6 The watery deep covered it like a garment; the waters reached above the mountains.

104:7 Your shout made the waters retreat; at the sound of your thunderous voice they hurried off –

104:8 as the mountains rose up, and the valleys went down – to the place you appointed for them.

104:9 You set up a boundary for them that they could not cross, so that they would not cover the earth again.

104:10 He turns springs into streams; they flow between the mountains.

104:11 They provide water for all the animals in the field; the wild donkeys quench their thirst.

104:12 The birds of the sky live beside them; they chirp among the bushes.

104:13 He waters the mountains from the upper rooms of his palace; the earth is full of the fruit you cause to grow.

104:14 He provides grass for the cattle, and crops for people to cultivate, so they can produce food from the ground,

104:15 as well as wine that makes people feel so good, and so they can have oil to make their faces shine, as well as food that sustains people’s lives.

104:16 The trees of the Lord receive all the rain they need, the cedars of Lebanon which he planted,

104:17 where the birds make nests, near the evergreens in which the herons live.

104:18 The wild goats live in the high mountains; the rock badgers find safety in the cliffs.

104:19 He made the moon to mark the months, and the sun sets according to a regular schedule.

104:20 You make it dark and night comes, during which all the beasts of the forest prowl around.

104:21 The lions roar for prey, seeking their food from God.

104:22 When the sun rises, they withdraw and sleep in their dens.

104:23 Men then go out to do their work, and labor away until evening.

104:24 How many living things you have made, O Lord!

You have exhibited great skill in making all of them; the earth is full of the living things you have made.

104:25 Over here is the deep, wide sea, which teems with innumerable swimming creatures, living things both small and large.

104:26 The ships travel there, and over here swims the whale you made to play in it.

104:27 All of your creatures wait for you to provide them with food on a regular basis.

104:28 You give food to them and they receive it; you open your hand and they are filled with food.

104:29 When you ignore them, they panic. When you take away their life’s breath, they die and return to dust.

104:30 When you send your life-giving breath, they are created, and you replenish the surface of the ground.

104:31 May the splendor of the Lord endure!

May the Lord find pleasure in the living things he has made!

104:32 He looks down on the earth and it shakes; he touches the mountains and they start to smolder.

104:33 I will sing to the Lord as long as I live; I will sing praise to my God as long as I exist!

104:34 May my thoughts be pleasing to him!

I will rejoice in the Lord.

104:35 May sinners disappear from the earth, and the wicked vanish!

Praise the Lord, O my soul!

Praise the Lord!

Prayer

Lord, Your power and creativity, mercy and provision are manifest in Your Creation – even after the Fall.  May I pause frequently to marvel at what You created and give praise and thanks.

Commentary

Psalm 102 is a prayer of petition which includes wisdom “You endure through all generations. In earlier times you established the earth; the skies are your handiwork. They will perish, but you will endure. They will wear out like a garment; like clothes you will remove them and they will disappear. But you remain; your years do not come to an end.”

The Psalmist is not identified and though it is similar to David's writing, the text “You will rise up and have compassion on Zion. For it is time to have mercy on her, for the appointed time has come.  Indeed, your servants take delight in her stones, and feel compassion for the dust of her ruins.” suggests that it may be much later - after Jerusalem has been destroyed.

Psalm 103 is a praise-song of David which includes a great deal of wisdom: “Praise the Lord, O my soul! Do not forget all his kind deeds! He is the one who forgives all your sins, who heals all your diseases, who delivers your life from the Pit, who crowns you with his loyal love and compassion,” and “He does not deal with us as our sins deserve; he does not repay us as our misdeeds deserve. For as the skies are high above the earth, so his loyal love towers over his faithful followers. As far as the eastern horizon is from the west, so he removes the guilt of our rebellious actions from us.” and “ For he knows what we are made of; he realizes we are made of clay.”

Psalm 104 is praise with wisdom “All of your creatures … When you take away their life’s breath, they die and return to dust.  When you send your life-giving breath, they are created ...” The identity of the author was not included in the text.

Interaction

Consider

The Psalmists agree that the Lord God is eternal and that His creation is temporary.

Discuss

Could it be that David's own struggles enabled him to communicate the wisdom that the Lord God understands that we are fragile “clay”, that He understands our weakness and does not punish us as we deserve, He-alone can and does save us “from the pit”, and He-alone removes our guilt from us?

Reflect

The gift of life is from the Lord God.

Share

When have you experienced or observed someone whose healing from a disease was clearly a miracle?  Was the Lord God given credit and praise?

Faith in Action

Prayer:

Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to you a place in your life where the Lord God has granted mercy rather than than as your “misdeeds” deserved?

Action:

Today I will give grateful thanks and praise for the mercy of the Lord in my life and I will share that praise-report with a fellow believer as an encouragement.

Be Specific  ______________________________________________________

Saturday

Psalms 105 - 106

Psalm 105

105:1 Give thanks to the Lord!

Call on his name!

Make known his accomplishments among the nations!

105:2 Sing to him!

Make music to him!

Tell about all his miraculous deeds!

105:3 Boast about his holy name!

Let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice!

105:4 Seek the Lord and the strength he gives!

Seek his presence continually!

105:5 Recall the miraculous deeds he performed, his mighty acts and the judgments he decreed,

105:6 O children of Abraham, God’s servant, you descendants of Jacob, God’s chosen ones!

105:7 He is the Lord our God; he carries out judgment throughout the earth.

105:8 He always remembers his covenantal decree, the promise he made to a thousand generations –

105:9 the promise he made to Abraham, the promise he made by oath to Isaac!

105:10 He gave it to Jacob as a decree, to Israel as a lasting promise,

105:11 saying, “To you I will give the land of Canaan as the portion of your inheritance.”

105:12 When they were few in number, just a very few, and resident aliens within it,

105:13 they wandered from nation to nation, and from one kingdom to another.

105:14 He let no one oppress them; he disciplined kings for their sake,

105:15 saying, “Don’t touch my chosen ones!

Don’t harm my prophets!”

105:16 He called down a famine upon the earth; he cut off all the food supply.

105:17 He sent a man ahead of them – Joseph was sold as a servant.

105:18 The shackles hurt his feet; his neck was placed in an iron collar,

105:19 until the time when his prediction came true. The Lord’s word proved him right.

105:20 The king authorized his release; the ruler of nations set him free.

105:21 He put him in charge of his palace, and made him manager of all his property,

105:22 giving him authority to imprison his officials and to teach his advisers.

105:23 Israel moved to Egypt; Jacob lived for a time in the land of Ham.

105:24 The Lord made his people very fruitful, and made them more numerous than their enemies.

105:25 He caused them to hate his people, and to mistreat his servants.

105:26 He sent his servant Moses, and Aaron, whom he had chosen.

105:27 They executed his miraculous signs among them, and his amazing deeds in the land of Ham.

105:28 He made it dark; they did not disobey his orders.

105:29 He turned their water into blood, and killed their fish.

105:30 Their land was overrun by frogs, which even got into the rooms of their kings.

105:31 He ordered flies to come; gnats invaded their whole territory.

105:32 He sent hail along with the rain; there was lightning in their land.

105:33 He destroyed their vines and fig trees, and broke the trees throughout their territory.

105:34 He ordered locusts to come, innumerable grasshoppers.

105:35 They ate all the vegetation in their land, and devoured the crops of their fields.

105:36 He struck down all the firstborn in their land, the firstfruits of their reproductive power.

105:37 He brought his people out enriched with silver and gold; none of his tribes stumbled.

105:38 Egypt was happy when they left, for they were afraid of them.

105:39 He spread out a cloud for a cover, and provided a fire to light up the night.

105:40 They asked for food, and he sent quails; he satisfied them with food from the sky.

105:41 He opened up a rock and water flowed out; a river ran through dry regions.

105:42 Yes, he remembered the sacred promise he made to Abraham his servant.

105:43 When he led his people out, they rejoiced; his chosen ones shouted with joy.

105:44 He handed the territory of nations over to them, and they took possession of what other peoples had produced,

105:45 so that they might keep his commands and obey his laws.

Praise the Lord!

Psalm 106

106:1 Praise the Lord!

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, and his loyal love endures!

106:2 Who can adequately recount the Lord’s mighty acts,

or relate all his praiseworthy deeds?

106:3 How blessed are those who promote justice, and do what is right all the time!

106:4 Remember me, O Lord, when you show favor to your people!

Pay attention to me, when you deliver,

106:5 so I may see the prosperity of your chosen ones, rejoice along with your nation, and boast along with the people who belong to you.

106:6 We have sinned like our ancestors; we have done wrong, we have done evil.

106:7 Our ancestors in Egypt failed to appreciate your miraculous deeds, they failed to remember your many acts of loyal love, and they rebelled at the sea, by the Red Sea.

106:8 Yet he delivered them for the sake of his reputation, that he might reveal his power.

106:9 He shouted at the Red Sea and it dried up; he led them through the deep water as if it were a desert.

106:10 He delivered them from the power of the one who hated them, and rescued them from the power of the enemy.

106:11 The water covered their enemies; not even one of them survived.

106:12 They believed his promises; they sang praises to him.

106:13 They quickly forgot what he had done; they did not wait for his instructions.

106:14 In the wilderness they had an insatiable craving for meat; they challenged God in the desert.

106:15 He granted their request, then struck them with a disease.

106:16 In the camp they resented Moses, and Aaron, the Lord’s holy priest.

106:17 The earth opened up and swallowed Dathan; it engulfed the group led by Abiram.

106:18 Fire burned their group; the flames scorched the wicked.

106:19 They made an image of a calf at Horeb, and worshiped a metal idol.

106:20 They traded their majestic God for the image of an ox that eats grass.

106:21 They rejected the God who delivered them, the one who performed great deeds in Egypt,

106:22 amazing feats in the land of Ham, mighty acts by the Red Sea.

106:23 He threatened to destroy them, but Moses, his chosen one, interceded with him and turned back his destructive anger.

106:24 They rejected the fruitful land; they did not believe his promise.

106:25 They grumbled in their tents; they did not obey the Lord.

106:26 So he made a solemn vow that he would make them die in the desert,

106:27 make their descendants die among the nations, and scatter them among foreign lands.

106:28 They worshiped Baal of Peor, and ate sacrifices offered to the dead.

106:29 They made the Lord angry by their actions, and a plague broke out among them.

106:30 Phinehas took a stand and intervened, and the plague subsided.

106:31 This brought him a reward, an eternal gift.

106:32 They made him angry by the waters of Meribah, and Moses suffered because of them,

106:33 for they aroused his temper, and he spoke rashly.

106:34 They did not destroy the nations, as the Lord had commanded them to do.

106:35 They mixed in with the nations and learned their ways.

106:36 They worshiped their idols, which became a snare to them.

106:37 They sacrificed their sons and daughters to demons.

106:38 They shed innocent blood – the blood of their sons and daughters, whom they sacrificed to the idols of Canaan. The land was polluted by bloodshed.

106:39 They were defiled by their deeds, and unfaithful in their actions.

106:40 So the Lord was angry with his people and despised the people who belong to him.

106:41 He handed them over to the nations, and those who hated them ruled over them.

106:42 Their enemies oppressed them; they were subject to their authority.

106:43 Many times he delivered them, but they had a rebellious attitude, and degraded themselves by their sin.

106:44 Yet he took notice of their distress, when he heard their cry for help.

106:45 He remembered his covenant with them, and relented because of his great loyal love.

106:46 He caused all their conquerors to have pity on them.

106:47 Deliver us, O Lord, our God!

Gather us from among the nations!

Then we will give thanks to your holy name, and boast about your praiseworthy deeds.

106:48 The Lord God of Israel deserves praise, in the future and forevermore.

Let all the people say, “We agree! Praise the Lord!”

Prayer

Lord, You have been so very patient and Your mercy overflowing, but there is an end to that.  May I not test the limits of Your patience in my life.

Commentary

Psalm 105 was for praise-leadership which included wisdom “Seek his presence continually!”; it called the people to remember God's faithfulness to Israel and to praise Him for that.  [The NET translator's notes record that 1Chron16 contains similar text.]  The author was not identified in the text.

Psalm 106 was a prayer of praise which contained confession “We have sinned like our ancestors; we have done wrong, we have done evil.”, petition “Remember me, O Lord, when you show favor to your people!”, and wisdom “The Lord God of Israel deserves praise, in the future and forevermore.”

The text recorded the author's teaching that the Lord God deserved praise for His faithfulness, despite the ancient rebellion of Israel, and for His repeated rescues and restoration.  This text describes the subjugation of Israel at the hands of foreign nations as God's chastising of Israel.   The author was not identified in the text.

Interaction

Consider

Israel tried the patience of the Lord God over and over again, in the desert, in the Promised Land, during the time of the Kings, and even after He allowed them to be dispursed from the Promised Land.

Discuss

After the long history of rebellion, the gift and loss of the Promised Land, and God's declaration that He was done with His relationship with the literal nation of Israel and moving to a new covenant, why would the author still believe that The Lord God would again “... show favor to your people ...”

Reflect

The Lord God of Israel deserves praise, in the future and forevermore … Seek his presence continually!” 

Share

When have you experience or observed that mercy and patience run out as the beneficiary refused to learn from failure and restoration?

Faith in Action

Prayer:

Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to you a place in your walk where you are refusing to learn from repeated failure and restoration.

Action:

Today I will confess and repent, request and receive the Lord God's forgiveness, and make intentional changes to break the pattern of failure in my walk before the Lord.  I will partner with the Holy Spirit and the person or persons He shows me who will pray with me and encourage me and hold me accountable.

Be Specific  ______________________________________________________
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