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A Study with Daily Application

Proverbs 20 – 31

By: David M. Colburn

Section Introduction

The prior Section 

Sunday

Proverbs 20 – 22:16

20:1 Wine is a mocker and strong drink is a brawler; whoever goes astray by them is not wise.

20:2 The king’s terrifying anger is like the roar of a lion; whoever provokes him sins against himself.

20:3 It is an honor for a person to cease from strife, but every fool quarrels.

20:4 The sluggard will not plow during the planting season, so at harvest time he looks for the crop but has nothing.

20:5 Counsel in a person’s heart is like deep water, but an understanding person draws it out.

20:6 Many people profess their loyalty, but a faithful person – who can find?

20:7 The righteous person behaves in integrity; blessed are his children after him.

20:8 A king sitting on the throne to judge separates out all evil with his eyes.

20:9 Who can say, “I have kept my heart clean; I am pure from my sin”?

20:10 Diverse weights and diverse measures – the Lord abhors both of them.

20:11 Even a young man is known by his actions, whether his activity is pure and whether it is right.

20:12 The ear that hears and the eye that sees – the Lord has made them both.

20:13 Do not love sleep, lest you become impoverished; open your eyes so that you might be satisfied with food.

20:14 “It’s worthless! It’s worthless!” says the buyer, but when he goes on his way, he boasts.

20:15 There is gold, and an abundance of rubies, but words of knowledge are like a precious jewel.

20:16 Take a man’s garment when he has given security for a stranger, and when he gives surety for strangers, hold him in pledge.

20:17 Bread gained by deceit tastes sweet to a person, but afterward his mouth will be filled with gravel.

20:18 Plans are established by counsel, so make war with guidance.

20:19 The one who goes about gossiping reveals secrets; therefore do not associate with someone who is always opening his mouth.

20:20 The one who curses his father and his mother, his lamp will be extinguished in the blackest darkness.

20:21 An inheritance gained easily in the beginning will not be blessed in the end.

20:22 Do not say, “I will pay back evil!” Wait for the Lord, so that he may vindicate you.

20:23 The Lord abhors differing weights, and dishonest scales are wicked.

20:24 The steps of a person are ordained by the Lord – so how can anyone understand his own way?

20:25 It is a snare for a person to rashly cry, “Holy!” and only afterward to consider what he has vowed.

20:26 A wise king separates out the wicked; he turns the threshing wheel over them.

20:27 The human spirit is like the lamp of the Lord, searching all his innermost parts.

20:28 Loyal love and truth preserve a king, and his throne is upheld by loyal love.

20:29 The glory of young men is their strength, and the splendor of old men is gray hair.

20:30 Beatings and wounds cleanse away evil, and floggings cleanse the innermost being.

21:1 The king’s heart is in the hand of the Lord like channels of water; he turns it wherever he wants.

21:2 All of a person’s ways seem right in his own opinion, but the Lord evaluates the motives.

21:3 To do righteousness and justice is more acceptable to the Lord than sacrifice.

21:4 Haughty eyes and a proud heart – the agricultural product of the wicked is sin.

21:5 The plans of the diligent lead only to plenty, but everyone who is hasty comes only to poverty.

21:6 Making a fortune by a lying tongue is like a vapor driven back and forth; they seek death.

21:7 The violence done by the wicked will drag them away because they refuse to do what is right.

21:8 The way of the guilty person is devious, but as for the pure, his way is upright.

21:9 It is better to live on a corner of the housetop than in a house in company with a quarrelsome wife.

21:10 The appetite of the wicked desires evil; his neighbor is shown no favor in his eyes.

21:11 When a scorner is punished, the naive becomes wise; when a wise person is instructed, he gains knowledge.

21:12 The Righteous One considers the house of the wicked; he overthrows the wicked to their ruin.

21:13 The one who shuts his ears to the cry of the poor, he too will cry out and will not be answered.

21:14 A gift given in secret subdues anger, and a bribe given secretly subdues strong wrath.

21:15 Doing justice brings joy to the righteous and terror to those who do evil.

21:16 The one who wanders from the way of wisdom will end up in the company of the departed.

21:17 The one who loves pleasure will be a poor person; whoever loves wine and anointing oil will not be rich.

21:18 The wicked become a ransom for the righteous, and the faithless are taken in the place of the upright.

21:19 It is better to live in a desert land than with a quarrelsome and easily-provoked woman.

21:20 There is desirable treasure and olive oil in the dwelling of the wise, but a foolish person devours all he has.

21:21 The one who pursues righteousness and love finds life, bounty, and honor.

21:22 The wise person can scale the city of the mighty and bring down the stronghold in which they trust.

21:23 The one who guards his mouth and his tongue keeps his life from troubles.

21:24 A proud and arrogant person, whose name is “Scoffer,” acts with overbearing pride.

21:25 What the sluggard desires will kill him, for his hands refuse to work.

21:26 All day long he craves greedily, but the righteous gives and does not hold back.

21:27 The wicked person’s sacrifice is an abomination; how much more when he brings it with evil intent!

21:28 A lying witness will perish, but the one who reports accurately speaks forever.

21:29 A wicked person shows boldness with his face, but as for the upright, he discerns his ways.

21:30 There is no wisdom and there is no understanding, and there is no counsel against the Lord.

21:31 A horse is prepared for the day of battle, but the victory is from the Lord.

22:1 A good name is to be chosen rather than great wealth, good favor more than silver or gold.

22:2 The rich and the poor meet together; the Lord is the creator of them both.

22:3 A shrewd person sees danger and hides himself, but the naive keep right on going and suffer for it.

22:4 The reward for humility and fearing the Lord is riches and honor and life.

22:5 Thorns and snares are in the path of the perverse, but the one who guards himself keeps far from them.

22:6 Train a child in the way that he should go, and when he is old he will not turn from it.

22:7 The rich rule over the poor, and the borrower is servant to the lender.

22:8 The one who sows iniquity will reap trouble, and the rod of his fury will end.

22:9 A generous person will be blessed, for he gives some of his food to the poor.

22:10 Drive out the scorner and contention will leave; strife and insults will cease.

22:11 The one who loves a pure heart and whose speech is gracious – the king will be his friend.

22:12 The eyes of the Lord guard knowledge, but he overthrows the words of the faithless person.

22:13 The sluggard says, “There is a lion outside! I will be killed in the middle of the streets!”

22:14 The mouth of an adulteress is like a deep pit; the one against whom the Lord is angry will fall into it.

22:15 Folly is bound up in the heart of a child, but the rod of discipline will drive it far from him.

22:16 The one who oppresses the poor to increase his own gain and the one who gives to the rich – both end up only in poverty.

Prayer

Lord, You remind us over and over that we have choices and are rewarded according to our choices.  May I choose the path of Your wisdom.

Commentary

Solomon cautioned against drunkeness, not against all alcohol consumption “Wine is a mocker and strong drink is a brawler; whoever goes astray by them is not wise.”

He observed that it is very difficult to discern the motives in a person's heart “Counsel in a person’s heart is like deep water, but an understanding person draws it out … but that such discernment is necessary when seeking trusted advisors and confidants “Many people profess their loyalty, but a faithful person – who can find?”

He warned again against gossip “The one who goes about gossiping reveals secrets; therefore do not associate with someone who is always opening his mouth.”

He returned to his prior warning to children “The one who curses his father and his mother, his lamp will be extinguished in the blackest darkness.”

Solomon warned that receiving 'easy money' at a young age may have a troublesom impact on the perspectives and priorities of a person “An inheritance gained easily in the beginning will not be blessed in the end.”

He rephrased “Vengeance is Mine says the Lord” as “Do not say, “I will pay back evil!” Wait for the Lord, so that he may vindicate you.”

Solomon observed that for those who belong to the Lord – He is actively involved in their lives and it is not always apparent what is His long-term goal or path – we must be faithful in the moment and not imagine we know it all “The steps of a person are ordained by the Lord – so how can anyone understand his own way?  All of a person’s ways seem right in his own opinion, but the Lord evaluates the motives.”

He warned against an emotional rush to “swear commitment” to a course of action “It is a snare for a person to rashly cry, “Holy!” and only afterward to consider what he has vowed.”

Speaking to wise people and not fools, Solomon encourages them to view difficulties – even physical trauma – as opportunities to learn and to grow “Beatings and wounds cleanse away evil, and floggings cleanse the innermost being.” 

Solomon returned again to the choices (both of action and of attitude) and consequences teaching “To do righteousness and justice is more acceptable to the Lord than sacrifice ... Doing justice brings joy to the righteous and terror to those who do evil ... Haughty eyes and a proud heart – the agricultural product of the wicked is sin … There is desirable treasure and olive oil in the dwelling of the wise, but a foolish person devours all he has … The one who pursues righteousness and love finds life, bounty, and honor … The one who guards his mouth and his tongue keeps his life from troubles … A shrewd person sees danger and hides himself, but the naive keep right on going and suffer for it.”

He warned again that one should be very care in choosing a spouse “It is better to live on a corner of the housetop than in a house in company with a quarrelsome wife … It is better to live in a desert land than with a quarrelsome and easily-provoked woman.”

Solomon reminded that selfishness in the face of obvious need – that one can meet with a little sacrifice – is seen by the Lord “The one who shuts his ears to the cry of the poor, he too will cry out and will not be answered … The one who oppresses the poor to increase his own gain and the one who gives to the rich – both end up only in poverty … A generous person will be blessed, for he gives some of his food to the poor.”

Solomon counseled that ones integrity-earned reputation is a major priority “A good name is to be chosen rather than great wealth, good favor more than silver or gold.”

He noted that it is not wealth that determines true value, but rather ones relationship with the Lord “The rich and the poor meet together; the Lord is the creator of them both.”

Solomon returned to his wisdom about raising children “Train a child in the way that he should go, and when he is old he will not turn from it … Folly is bound up in the heart of a child, but the rod of discipline will drive it far from him.”

He warned that those who belong to the Lord God must set boundaries in their fellowships, and that will include sometimes 'dis-inviting' those who oppose Him “Drive out the scorner and contention will leave; strife and insults will cease.”

Solomon warned that one who has made the Lord God angry, likely due to chronic and unrepentant sin, rebellion, and a “haughty”/unteachable spirit will be give the world-without-God that they have demanded and earned “The mouth of an adulteress is like a deep pit; the one against whom the Lord is angry will fall into it.”

Interaction

Consider

There are no places of significance in our lives to which the Word of God does not speak.

Discuss

Why would Solomon emphasize the importance of extra care in choosing a spouse?

Reflect

Blessings come to those who are faithful, be it to the Lord God's call to care for the truly poor, or to His call that we be people of integrity, or in the raising of children, and always in the pursuit of righteousness.

Share

When have you observed someone, perhaps a celebrity or politician, whose birth into great wealth has caused them to lack wisdom?

Faith in Action

Prayer:

Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to you an opportunity to assist someone who is genuinely poor, perhaps only briefly-poor, and perhaps chronically poor.

Action:

Today I will sacrificially assist the one whom the Lord has revealed, and it will be both in physical assistance and in prayer.

Be Specific  ______________________________________________________

Monday

Proverbs 22:17 - 24

The Sayings of the Wise

22:17 Incline your ear and listen to the words of the wise, and apply your heart to my instruction.

22:18 For it is pleasing if you keep these sayings within you, and they are ready on your lips.

22:19 So that your confidence may be in the Lord, I am making them known to you today – even you.

22:20 Have I not written thirty sayings for you, sayings of counsel and knowledge,

22:21 to show you true and reliable words, so that you may give accurate answers to those who sent you?

22:22 Do not exploit a poor person because he is poor and do not crush the needy in court,

22:23 for the Lord will plead their case and will rob those who are robbing them.

22:24 Do not make friends with an angry person, and do not associate with a wrathful person,

22:25 lest you learn his ways and entangle yourself in a snare.

22:26 Do not be one who strikes hands in pledge or who puts up security for debts.

22:27 If you do not have enough to pay, your bed will be taken right out from under you!

22:28 Do not move an ancient boundary stone which was put in place by your ancestors.

22:29 Do you see a person skilled in his work?  He will take his position before kings; he will not take his position before obscure people.

23:1 When you sit down to eat with a ruler, consider carefully what is before you,

23:2 and put a knife to your throat if you possess a large appetite.

23:3 Do not crave that ruler’s delicacies, for that food is deceptive.

23:4 Do not wear yourself out to become rich; be wise enough to restrain yourself.

23:5 When you gaze upon riches, they are gone, for they surely make wings for themselves, and fly off into the sky like an eagle!

23:6 Do not eat the food of a stingy person, do not crave his delicacies;

23:7 for he is like someone calculating the cost in his mind. “Eat and drink,” he says to you, but his heart is not with you;

23:8 you will vomit up the little bit you have eaten, and will have wasted your pleasant words.

23:9 Do not speak in the ears of a fool, for he will despise the wisdom of your words.

23:10 Do not move an ancient boundary stone, or take over the fields of the fatherless,

23:11 for their Protector is strong; he will plead their case against you.

23:12 Apply your heart to instruction and your ears to the words of knowledge.

23:13 Do not withhold discipline from a child; even if you strike him with the rod, he will not die.

23:14 If you strike him with the rod, you will deliver him from death.

23:15 My child, if your heart is wise, then my heart also will be glad;

23:16 my soul will rejoice when your lips speak what is right.

23:17 Do not let your heart envy sinners, but rather be zealous in fearing the Lord all the time.

23:18 For surely there is a future, and your hope will not be cut off.

23:19 Listen, my child, and be wise, and guide your heart on the right way.

23:20 Do not spend time among drunkards, among those who eat too much meat,

23:21 because drunkards and gluttons become impoverished, and drowsiness clothes them with rags.

23:22 Listen to your father who begot you, and do not despise your mother when she is old.

23:23 Acquire truth and do not sell it – wisdom, and discipline, and understanding.

23:24 The father of a righteous person will rejoice greatly; whoever fathers a wise child will have joy in him.

23:25 May your father and your mother have joy; may she who bore you rejoice.

23:26 Give me your heart, my son, and let your eyes observe my ways;

23:27 for a prostitute is like a deep pit; a harlot is like a narrow well.

23:28 Indeed, she lies in wait like a robber, and increases the unfaithful among men.

23:29 Who has woe? Who has sorrow?

Who has contentions? Who has complaints?

Who has wounds without cause? Who has dullness of the eyes?

23:30 Those who linger over wine, those who go looking for mixed wine.

23:31 Do not look on the wine when it is red, when it sparkles in the cup, when it goes down smoothly. 

23:32 Afterward it bites like a snake, and stings like a viper.

23:33 Your eyes will see strange things, and your mind will speak perverse things.

23:34 And you will be like one who lies down in the midst of the sea, and like one who lies down on the top of the rigging.

23:35 You will say, “They have struck me, but I am not harmed!

They beat me, but I did not know it!

When will I awake? I will look for another drink.”

24:1 Do not envy evil people, do not desire to be with them;

24:2 for their hearts contemplate violence, and their lips speak harm.

24:3 By wisdom a house is built, and through understanding it is established;

24:4 by knowledge its rooms are filled with all kinds of precious and pleasing treasures.

24:5 A wise warrior is strong, and a man of knowledge makes his strength stronger;

24:6 for with guidance you wage your war, and with numerous advisers there is victory.

24:7 Wisdom is unattainable for a fool; in court he does not open his mouth.

24:8 The one who plans to do evil will be called a scheming person.

24:9 A foolish scheme is sin, and the scorner is an abomination to people.

24:10 If you faint in the day of trouble, your strength is small!

24:11 Deliver those being taken away to death, and hold back those slipping to the slaughter.

24:12 If you say, “But we did not know about this,” does not the one who evaluates hearts consider?

Does not the one who guards your life know?

Will he not repay each person according to his deeds?

24:13 Eat honey, my child, for it is good, and honey from the honeycomb is sweet to your taste.

24:14 Likewise, know that wisdom is sweet to your soul; if you find it, you will have a future, and your hope will not be cut off.

24:15 Do not lie in wait like the wicked against the place where the righteous live; do not assault his home.

24:16 Although a righteous person may fall seven times, he gets up again, but the wicked will be brought down by calamity.

24:17 Do not rejoice when your enemy falls, and when he stumbles do not let your heart rejoice,

24:18 lest the Lord see it, and be displeased, and turn his wrath away from him.

24:19 Do not fret because of evil people or be envious of wicked people,

24:20 for the evil person has no future, and the lamp of the wicked will be extinguished.

24:21 Fear the Lord, my child, as well as the king, and do not associate with rebels,

24:22 for suddenly their destruction will overtake them, and who knows the ruinous judgment both the Lord and the king can bring?

Further Sayings of the Wise

24:23 These sayings also are from the wise: To show partiality in judgment is terrible:

24:24 The one who says to the guilty, “You are innocent,” peoples will curse him, and nations will denounce him.

24:25 But there will be delight for those who convict the guilty, and a pleasing blessing will come on them.

24:26 Like a kiss on the lips is the one who gives an honest answer.

24:27 Establish your work outside and get your fields ready; afterward build your house.

24:28 Do not be a witness against your neighbor without cause, and do not deceive with your words.

24:29 Do not say, “I will do to him just as he has done to me; I will pay him back according to what he has done.”

24:30 I passed by the field of a sluggard, by the vineyard of one who lacks wisdom.

24:31 I saw that thorns had grown up all over it, the ground was covered with weeds, and its stone wall was broken down.

24:32 When I saw this, I gave careful consideration to it; I received instruction from what I saw:

24:33 “A little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to relax,

24:34 and your poverty will come like a bandit, and your need like an armed robber.”

Prayer

Lord, Your wisdom applies to every part of our lives, and You have made it plainly know in Your Book.  May I read and trust and obey.

Commentary

Solomon again pleaded with his readers to intentionally receive wisdom “Incline your ear and listen to the words of the wise, and apply your heart to my instruction.  For it is pleasing if you keep these sayings within you, and they are ready on your lips … Apply your heart to instruction and your ears to the words of knowledge … By wisdom a house is built, and through understanding it is established; by knowledge its rooms are filled with all kinds of precious and pleasing treasures.”

He cautioned that against the love of money “Do not wear yourself out to become rich; be wise enough to restrain yourself.”

Solomon addressed the raising of children “Do not withhold discipline from a child; even if you strike him with the rod, he will not die. If you strike him with the rod, you will deliver him from death.” and the responsibilities of children My child, if your heart is wise, then my heart also will be glad; my soul will rejoice when your lips speak what is right … Listen, my child, and be wise, and guide your heart on the right way … Listen to your father who begot you, and do not despise your mother when she is old.”

He observed that the true power of genuine and maturing-faith shows under stress “If you faint in the day of trouble, your strength is small!  Although a righteous person may fall seven times, he gets up again, but the wicked will be brought down by calamity.”

Solomon warned that we must keep our hearts right, desiring faith and blessing for others, even our enemies “Do not rejoice when your enemy falls, and when he stumbles do not let your heart rejoice,  lest the Lord see it, and be displeased, and turn his wrath away from him.” and that we must leave vengeance to the Lord “Do not say, “I will do to him just as he has done to me; I will pay him back according to what he has done.””

Interaction

Consider

We must be constantly-seeking wisdom, even thought it may be inconvenient to acquire and equally inconvenient to apply.

Discuss

What is the down-side to celebrating the troubles of your enemy?

Reflect

A deep faith-walk with the Lord God brings confidence and power – and it will show under stress.

Share

When have you observed someone “wear [themself] out to become rich” because of a lack of self-restraint?

Faith in Action

Prayer:

Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to you an opportunity in your life to “Apply your heart to instruction and your ears to the words of knowledge.”

Action:

Today I will prayerfully follow the guidance of the Holy Spirit and will share the experience with a fellow believer as an encouragement to them.

Be Specific  ______________________________________________________

Tuesday

Proverbs 25

Proverbs of Solomon Collected by Hezekiah

25:1 These also are proverbs of Solomon, which the men of King Hezekiah of Judah copied:

25:2 It is the glory of God to conceal a matter, and it is the glory of a king to search out a matter.

25:3 As the heaven is high and the earth is deep so the hearts of kings are unsearchable.

25:4 Remove the dross from the silver, and material for the silversmith will emerge;

25:5 remove the wicked from before the king, and his throne will be established in righteousness.

25:6 Do not honor yourself before the king, and do not stand in the place of great men;

25:7 for it is better for him to say to you, “Come up here,” than to put you lower before a prince, whom your eyes have seen.

25:8 Do not go out hastily to litigation, or what will you do afterward when your neighbor puts you to shame?

25:9 When you argue a case with your neighbor, do not reveal the secret of another person,

25:10 lest the one who hears it put you to shame and your infamy will never go away.

25:11 Like apples of gold in settings of silver, so is a word skillfully spoken.

25:12 Like an earring of gold and an ornament of fine gold, so is a wise reprover to the ear of the one who listens.

25:13 Like the cold of snow in the time of harvest, so is a faithful messenger to those who send him, for he refreshes the heart of his masters.

25:14 Like cloudy skies and wind that produce no rain, so is the one who boasts of a gift not given.

25:15 Through patience a ruler can be persuaded, and a soft tongue can break a bone.

25:16 When you find honey, eat only what is sufficient for you, lest you become stuffed with it and vomit it up.

25:17 Don’t set foot too frequently in your neighbor’s house, lest he become weary of you and hate you.

25:18 Like a club or a sword or a sharp arrow, so is the one who testifies against his neighbor as a false witness.

25:19 Like a bad tooth or a foot out of joint, so is confidence in an unfaithful person at the time of trouble.

25:20 Like one who takes off a garment on a cold day, or like vinegar poured on soda, so is one who sings songs to a heavy heart. 

25:21 If your enemy is hungry, give him food to eat, and if he is thirsty, give him water to drink,

25:22 for you will heap coals of fire on his head, and the Lord will reward you.

25:23 The north wind brings forth rain, and a gossiping tongue brings forth an angry look.

25:24 It is better to live on a corner of the housetop than in a house in company with a quarrelsome wife.

25:25 Like cold water to a weary person, so is good news from a distant land.

25:26 Like a muddied spring and a polluted well, so is a righteous person who gives way before the wicked.

25:27 It is not good to eat too much honey, nor is it honorable for people to seek their own glory.

25:28 Like a city that is broken down and without a wall, so is a person who cannot control his temper.

Prayer

Lord, a life walked with You, according to Your wisdom looks different than that of a person without You, or a believer who does not pursue and apply wisdom.  May my life be useful to You because I am teachable and willing ...

Commentary

As noted in the Chapter heading, these are “Proverbs of Solomon Collected by Hezekiah”, and so there is some considerable overlap with the message/text of other Proverbs.

Solomon remarked that the Lord God did not choose to make all things obvious because He knows that some matters are only valued and understood after one has worked-through the full context of them, so for one who He calls to leadership “It is the glory of God to conceal a matter, and it is the glory of a king to search out a matter …” and that is why “As the heaven is high and the earth is deep so the hearts of kings are unsearchable ...” because their hearts belong to Him and it is in that process where the Lord does “Remove the dross from the silver, and material for the silversmith will emerge; remove the wicked from before the king, and his throne will be established in righteousness.”

He warned “Do not go out hastily to litigation, or what will you do afterward when your neighbor puts you to shame? When you argue a case with your neighbor, do not reveal the secret of another person, lest the one who hears it put you to shame and your infamy will never go away.”

He encouraged “Like apples of gold in settings of silver, so is a word skillfully spoken. Like an earring of gold and an ornament of fine gold, so is a wise reprover to the ear of the one who listens.”, again observing that a wise person is teachable.

Solomon counseled that choosing those we trust is important “Like a bad tooth or a foot out of joint, so is confidence in an unfaithful person at the time of trouble.”

He also shared this wisdom with those who would counsel and encourage the hurting “Like one who takes off a garment on a cold day, or like vinegar poured on soda, so is one who sings songs to a heavy heart.”

Solomon combined two images in one verse “If your enemy is hungry, give him food to eat, and if he is thirsty, give him water to drink, for you will heap coals of fire on his head, and the Lord will reward you.”, the first is that in showing your right-heart in contrast to the evil-heart of your enemy you shine light into their darkness, and he referenced the practice of giving hot coals to a guest to warm them on the way home and with which they'd then start their fire at home (the head-part referenced the head gear which held the coals without burning one yet still passed heat to the head).

He warned that it was a terrible thing when a righteous person allowed themself to be drawn into the value-system of a wicked person “Like a muddied spring and a polluted well, so is a righteous person who gives way before the wicked.”

Solomon warned against gluttony, of food or of fame “It is not good to eat too much honey, nor is it honorable for people to seek their own glory.”

He returned to his counsel that choices have consequences, in this case one who is out of control becomes vulnerable and weak “Like a city that is broken down and without a wall, so is a person who cannot control his temper.”

Interaction

Consider

Proverbs 25:26 Solomon warned that it was a terrible thing when a righteous person allowed 
him/her-self to be drawn into the value-system of a wicked person “Like a muddied spring and a polluted well, so is a righteous person who gives way before the wicked.”  Wow! Ouch!  Think of all of the excuses we hear for selling-out to the world!


Discuss

How does a person who fails to control his/her anger become more vulnerable?

Reflect

Choosing those whom we trust is very important, whether it is a spouse (if the Lord God calls us out of undistracted single-service to Him), a business associate, a leadership advisor, or in any other venue.

Share

When have you observed someone bringing an accusation against another, and then dragging third-parties into the debate, only to be shown a fool and having lost friendships.

Faith in Action

Prayer:

Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to you a place in your life where you are allowing yourself to be drawn into the value-system of an unrighteous person, or group of people, or philosophy.

Action:

Today I will repent of the error which the Holy Spirit has revealed to me and act intentionally to break the unrighteous influence in my life.  I will refuse to sell-out to anything that is not of-God and which does not draw me nearer to righteousness rather than nearer to the fire of sin.

Be Specific  ______________________________________________________

Wednesday

Proverbs 26 - 27

26:1 Like snow in summer or rain in harvest, so honor is not fitting for a fool.

26:2 Like a fluttering bird or like a flying swallow, so a curse without cause does not come to rest.

26:3 A whip for the horse and a bridle for the donkey, and a rod for the backs of fools!

26:4 Do not answer a fool according to his folly, lest you yourself also be like him.

26:5 Answer a fool according to his folly, lest he be wise in his own estimation.

26:6 Like cutting off the feet or drinking violence, so is sending a message by the hand of a fool.

26:7 Like legs that hang limp from the lame, so is a proverb in the mouth of fools.

26:8 Like tying a stone in a sling, so is giving honor to a fool.

26:9 Like a thorn that goes into the hand of a drunkard, so is a proverb in the mouth of a fool.

26:10 Like an archer who wounds at random, so is the one who hires a fool or hires any passer-by.

26:11 Like a dog that returns to its vomit, so a fool repeats his folly.

26:12 Do you see a man wise in his own eyes?  There is more hope for a fool than for him.

26:13 The sluggard says, “There is a lion in the road! A lion in the streets!”

26:14 Like a door that turns on its hinges, so a sluggard turns on his bed.

26:15 The sluggard plunges his hand in the dish; he is too lazy to bring it back to his mouth.

26:16 The sluggard is wiser in his own estimation than seven people who respond with good sense.

26:17 Like one who grabs a wild dog by the ears, so is the person passing by who becomes furious over a quarrel not his own.

26:18 Like a madman who shoots firebrands and deadly arrows,

26:19 so is a person who deceives his neighbor, and says, “Was I not only joking?”

26:20 Where there is no wood, a fire goes out, and where there is no gossip, contention ceases.

26:21 Like charcoal is to burning coals, and wood to fire, so is a contentious person to kindle strife.

26:22 The words of a gossip are like delicious morsels; they go down into a person’s innermost being.

26:23 Like a coating of glaze over earthenware are fervent lips with an evil heart.

26:24 The one who hates others disguises it with his lips, but he stores up deceit within him.

26:25 When he speaks graciously, do not believe him, for there are seven abominations within him.

26:26 Though his hatred may be concealed by deceit, his evil will be uncovered in the assembly.

26:27 The one who digs a pit will fall into it; the one who rolls a stone – it will come back on him.

26:28 A lying tongue hates those crushed by it, and a flattering mouth works ruin.

27:1 Do not boast about tomorrow; for you do not know what a day may bring forth.

27:2 Let another praise you, and not your own mouth; someone else, and not your own lips.

27:3 A stone is heavy and sand is weighty, but vexation by a fool is more burdensome than the two of them.

27:4 Wrath is cruel and anger is overwhelming, but who can stand before jealousy?

27:5 Better is open rebuke than hidden love.

27:6 Faithful are the wounds of a friend, but the kisses of an enemy are excessive.

27:7 The one whose appetite is satisfied loathes honey, but to the hungry mouth every bitter thing is sweet.

27:8 Like a bird that wanders from its nest, so is a person who wanders from his home.

27:9 Ointment and incense make the heart rejoice, likewise the sweetness of one’s friend from sincere counsel.

27:10 Do not forsake your friend and your father’s friend, and do not enter your brother’s house in the day of your disaster; a neighbor nearby is better than a brother far away.

27:11 Be wise, my son, and make my heart glad, so that I may answer anyone who taunts me.

27:12 A shrewd person sees danger and hides himself, but the naive keep right on going and suffer for it.

27:13 Take a man’s garment when he has given security for a stranger, and when he gives surety for a stranger, hold him in pledge.

27:14 If someone blesses his neighbor with a loud voice early in the morning, it will be counted as a curse to him.

27:15 A continual dripping on a rainy day and a contentious wife are alike.

27:16 Whoever hides her hides the wind or grasps oil with his right hand.

27:17 As iron sharpens iron, so a person sharpens his friend.

27:18 The one who tends a fig tree will eat its fruit, and whoever takes care of his master will be honored.

27:19 As in water the face is reflected as a face, so a person’s heart reflects the person.

27:20 As Death and Destruction are never satisfied, so the eyes of a person are never satisfied.

27:21 As the crucible is for silver and the furnace is for gold, so a person is proved by the praise he receives.

27:22 If you should pound the fool in the mortar among the grain with the pestle, his foolishness would not depart from him.

27:23 Pay careful attention to the condition of your flocks, give careful attention to your herds,

27:24 for riches do not last forever, nor does a crown last from generation to generation.

27:25 When the hay is removed and new grass appears, and the grass from the hills is gathered in,

27:26 the lambs will be for your clothing, and the goats will be for the price of a field.

27:27 And there will be enough goat’s milk for your food, for the food of your household, and for the sustenance of your servant girls.

Prayer

Lord, the world is filled with fools, those who choose to live without You – or those who belong to You but who choose to frequently ignore Your wisdom.  May I study Your Word, learn about Your wisdom, and choose not to be counted among the fools.

Commentary

The collection of Solomon's proverbs began with several specific to fools “Like snow in summer or rain in harvest, so honor is not fitting for a fool.”

He observed that a curse uttered by a fool, without the Lord God's approval because it lacked a cause, was meaningless “Like a fluttering bird or like a flying swallow, so a curse without cause does not come to rest.”

Solomon juxtaposed two cases where a fool said something and the wise person had to choose if and how they would respond.  The NET Translator's notes postulate that in the first case one is dealing with something not even worthy of a reply, and in the second a matter demanding a correcting-reply so that in something important the fool is not left believing himself to be correct “Do not answer a fool according to his folly, lest you yourself also be like him.  Answer a fool according to his folly, lest he be wise in his own estimation.”

He observes that a fool does not learn from his/her mistakes “Like a dog that returns to its vomit, so a fool repeats his folly.”

He taught that an arrogant and prideful man who gives no credit for wisdom to the Lord God is less teachable than a fool “Do you see a man wise in his own eyes?  There is more hope for a fool than for him.”

Solomon often warned against gossip “Where there is no wood, a fire goes out, and where there is no gossip, contention ceases.”

He warned against presuming upon the circumstances of a day not yet lived “Do not boast about tomorrow; for you do not know what a day may bring forth.”

Solomon warned against boasting “Let another praise you, and not your own mouth; someone else, and not your own lips.”

He observed that jealousy poisoned relationships whereas wrath and anger tended to be events with consequences, but also with clear beginnings and endings “Wrath is cruel and anger is overwhelming, but who can stand before jealousy?”

Solomon contrasted the hurt that may come from a friend's words and the false praise of an enemy “Faithful are the wounds of a friend, but the kisses of an enemy are excessive.”

He presented a three-part wisdom; first that one needs to stay close to friends, second that one should not either bring trouble into their brother's home or only go to him when in trouble, and third that one should develop nearby friends for support when existing family and friends are at a distance “Do not forsake your friend and your father’s friend, and do not enter your brother’s house in the day of your disaster; a neighbor nearby is better than a brother far away.”

Solomon observed that bellowing blessings at someone early in the morning is unlikely to be received well “If someone blesses his neighbor with a loud voice early in the morning, it will be counted as a curse to him.”

He repeats his warning to choose a spouse wisely “A continual dripping on a rainy day and a contentious wife are alike … and he warned that trying to keep such a woman from being an embarassment is like trying to hide the wind or to hold wind in your bare hand “Whoever hides her hides the wind or grasps oil with his right hand.”

Solomon encouraged believers to discuss important matters with an eye toward wisdom “As iron sharpens iron, so a person sharpens his friend.”

He noted that ones heart drives ones attitude and behavior and thereby displays the essence of a person “As in water the face is reflected as a face, so a person’s heart reflects the person.”

Solomon concluded that the lust of the eyes are an endless source of worldly desire “As Death and Destruction are never satisfied, so the eyes of a person are never satisfied.”

Interaction

Consider

One does not always has to respond to every foolish thing that people say, but wisdom helps one to know when a wrong statement made about serious matter requires a correction.

Discuss

Why might Solomon place such a high value on friendship?

Reflect

Jealousy is toxic to relationships, among co-workers, neighbors, associates of other types, and romantic relationships.

Share

When have you experienced the frustration of dealing with a fool?

Faith in Action

Prayer:

Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to you an opportunity in a relationship with a fellow believe where an “iron sharpening iron” discussion of important matters would lead to more maturity through shared wisdom.

Action:

Today I will prayerfully begin seeking a Christian person and a time and a plan for an “iron sharpening iron” peer-discipleship fellowship.

Be Specific  ______________________________________________________

Thursday

Proverbs 28 - 29

28:1 The wicked person flees when there is no one pursuing, but the righteous person is as confident as a lion.

28:2 When a country is rebellious it has many princes, but by someone who is discerning and knowledgeable order is maintained.

28:3 A poor person who oppresses the weak is like a driving rain without food.

28:4 Those who forsake the law praise the wicked, but those who keep the law contend with them.

28:5 Evil people do not understand justice, but those who seek the Lord understand it all.

28:6 A poor person who walks in his integrity is better than one who is perverse in his ways even though he is rich.

28:7 The one who keeps the law is a discerning child, but a companion of gluttons brings shame to his parents.

28:8 The one who increases his wealth by increasing interest gathers it for someone who is gracious to the needy.

28:9 The one who turns away his ear from hearing the law, even his prayer is an abomination.

28:10 The one who leads the upright astray in an evil way will himself fall into his own pit, but the blameless will inherit what is good.

28:11 A rich person is wise in his own eyes, but a discerning poor person can evaluate him properly.

28:12 When the righteous rejoice, great is the glory, but when the wicked rise to power, people are sought out.

28:13 The one who covers his transgressions will not prosper, but whoever confesses them and forsakes them will find mercy.

28:14 Blessed is the one who is always cautious, but whoever hardens his heart will fall into evil.

28:15 Like a roaring lion or a roving bear, so is a wicked ruler over a poor people.

28:16 The prince who is a great oppressor lacks wisdom, but the one who hates unjust gain will prolong his days.

28:17 The one who is tormented by the murder of another will flee to the pit; let no one support him.

28:18 The one who walks blamelessly will be delivered, but whoever is perverse in his ways will fall at once.

28:19 The one who works his land will be satisfied with food, but whoever chases daydreams will have his fill of poverty.

28:20 A faithful person will have an abundance of blessings, but the one who hastens to gain riches will not go unpunished.

28:21 To show partiality is terrible, for a person will transgress over the smallest piece of bread.

28:22 The stingy person hastens after riches and does not know that poverty will overtake him.

28:23 The one who reproves another will in the end find more favor than the one who flatters with the tongue.

28:24 The one who robs his father and mother and says, “There is no transgression,” is a companion to the one who destroys.

28:25 The greedy person stirs up dissension, but the one who trusts in the Lord will prosper.

28:26 The one who trusts in his own heart is a fool, but the one who walks in wisdom will escape.

28:27 The one who gives to the poor will not lack, but whoever shuts his eyes to them will receive many curses.

28:28 When the wicked gain control, people hide themselves, but when they perish, the righteous increase.

29:1 The one who stiffens his neck after numerous rebukes will suddenly be destroyed without remedy.

29:2 When the righteous become numerous, the people rejoice; when the wicked rule, the people groan.

29:3 The man who loves wisdom brings joy to his father, but whoever associates with prostitutes wastes his wealth.

29:4 A king brings stability to a land by justice, but one who exacts tribute tears it down.

29:5 The one who flatters his neighbor spreads a net for his steps.

29:6 In the transgression of an evil person there is a snare, but a righteous person can sing and rejoice.

29:7 The righteous person cares for the legal rights of the poor; the wicked does not understand such knowledge.

29:8 Scornful people inflame a city, but those who are wise turn away wrath.

29:9 If a wise person goes to court with a foolish person, there is no peace whether he is angry or laughs.

29:10 Bloodthirsty people hate someone with integrity; as for the upright, they seek his life.

29:11 A fool lets fly with all his temper, but a wise person keeps it back.

29:12 If a ruler listens to lies, all his ministers will be wicked.

29:13 The poor person and the oppressor have this in common: the Lord gives light to the eyes of them both.

29:14 If a king judges the poor in truth, his throne will be established forever.

29:15 A rod and reproof impart wisdom, but a child who is unrestrained brings shame to his mother.

29:16 When the wicked increase, transgression increases, but the righteous will see their downfall.

29:17 Discipline your child, and he will give you rest; he will bring you happiness.

29:18 When there is no prophetic vision the people cast off restraint, but the one who keeps the law, blessed is he!

29:19 A servant cannot be corrected by words, for although he understands, there is no answer.

29:20 Do you see someone who is hasty in his words? There is more hope for a fool than for him.

29:21 If someone pampers his servant from youth, he will be a weakling in the end.

29:22 An angry person stirs up dissension, and a wrathful person is abounding in transgression.

29:23 A person’s pride will bring him low, but one who has a lowly spirit will gain honor.

29:24 Whoever shares with a thief is his own enemy; he hears the oath to testify, but does not talk.

Prayer

Lord, You teach us about choices and consequences and how the condition of our hearts – and those of leaders – has a major impact upon the way we think and act.  May I take the time to access what is my heart-condition before I speak and before I act.

Commentary

Solomon challenged leaders to be wise and warned of the consequences of the wrong people in power “When a country is rebellious it has many princes, but by someone who is discerning and knowledgeable order is maintained … When the righteous rejoice, great is the glory, but when the wicked rise to power, people are sought out … When the wicked gain control, people hide themselves, but when they perish, the righteous increase … When the righteous become numerous, the people rejoice; when the wicked rule, the people groan … Like a roaring lion or a roving bear, so is a wicked ruler over a poor people ... The prince who is a great oppressor lacks wisdom, but the one who hates unjust gain will prolong his days … If a ruler listens to lies, all his ministers will be wicked.”

He explained that those with few resources who abuse those with little power are foolish “A poor person who oppresses the weak is like a driving rain without food.”

Solomon repeated his teaching that “The one who gives to the poor will not lack, but whoever shuts his eyes to them will receive many curses. And that how one treats matters of justice involving the poor speaks of the condition of their heart “The righteous person cares for the legal rights of the poor; the wicked does not understand such knowledge … Evil people do not understand justice, but those who seek the Lord understand it all.”

He returned to his theme of choices and consequences “A poor person who walks in his integrity is better than one who is perverse in his ways even though he is rich … The one who keeps the law is a discerning child, but a companion of gluttons brings shame to his parents … The one who leads the upright astray in an evil way will himself fall into his own pit, but the blameless will inherit what is good … The one who covers his transgressions will not prosper, but whoever confesses them and forsakes them will find mercy … Blessed is the one who is always cautious, but whoever hardens his heart will fall into evil … The one who works his land will be satisfied with food, but whoever chases daydreams will have his fill of poverty … The one who trusts in his own heart is a fool, but the one who walks in wisdom will escape … A person’s pride will bring him low, but one who has a lowly spirit will gain honor.” 

Solomon described the prison of nitpicking and sin that comes from one who lacks a sense of wisdom-informed justice “To show partiality is terrible, for a person will transgress over the smallest piece of bread.”

He called upon the wise to refuse to get involved with those who cause trouble “Scornful people inflame a city, but those who are wise turn away wrath.”

Solomon explained why true Christians are often targets in the secular world “Bloodthirsty people hate someone with integrity; as for the upright, they seek his life.”  [Bloodthirsty might be taken to refer to those who serve the enemy.]

He challenged leaders of the faithful to proclaim the Word of God “When there is no prophetic vision the people cast off restraint, but the one who keeps the law, blessed is he!”

Interaction

Consider

Proverbs 28:2 
"When a country is rebellious it has many princes, but by someone who is discerning and knowledgeable order is maintained."

The Lord God allows nations to be fragmented, though that is not His preference, He does not always micromanage - for if He did there would be no free will - and absent free will there is no true relationship.  What He seeks is a restoration of relationship with His Creation, one heart at a time.  Amen?

Discuss

Why is it that true Christians always become targets of sinners?

Reflect

The failure of leaders of believers to teach the Word is one reason that so many Christians are so weak and confused.

Share

When have you observed the Lord God blessing someone who cares for the poor?

Faith in Action

Prayer:

Ask the Holy Spirit to a leader, or a leadership selection process, that requires your prayer – because the nature of a leader will be reflected in the way he treats the people.

Action:

Today I will pray in earnest for the leader or leadership selection process which the Holy Spirit has pointed out to me.  I will invite others to pray in-agreement with me.

Be Specific  ______________________________________________________

Friday

Proverbs 30

The Words of Agur

30:1 The words of Agur, the son of Jakeh; an oracle: 

This man says to Ithiel, to Ithiel and to Ukal:

30:2 Surely I am more brutish than any other human being, and I do not have human understanding;

30:3 I have not learned wisdom, nor do I have knowledge of the Holy One.

30:4 Who has ascended into heaven, and then descended?

Who has gathered up the winds in his fists?

Who has bound up the waters in his cloak?

Who has established all the ends of the earth?

What is his name, and what is his son’s name? – if you know!

30:5 Every word of God is purified; he is like a shield for those who take refuge in him.

30:6 Do not add to his words, lest he reprove you, and prove you to be a liar.

30:7 Two things I ask from you; do not refuse me before I die:

30:8 Remove falsehood and lies far from me; do not give me poverty or riches, feed me with my allotted portion of bread, 

30:9 lest I become satisfied and act deceptively and say, “Who is the Lord?”

Or lest I become poor and steal and demean the name of my God.

30:10 Do not slander a servant to his master, lest he curse you, and you are found guilty.

30:11 There is a generation who curse their fathers and do not bless their mothers.

30:12 There is a generation who are pure in their own eyes and yet are not washed from their filthiness.

30:13 There is a generation whose eyes are so lofty, and whose eyelids are lifted up disdainfully.

30:14 There is a generation whose teeth are like swords and whose molars are like knives to devour the poor from the earth and the needy from among the human race.

30:15 The leech has two daughters: “Give! Give!”

There are three things that are never satisfied, four that never say, “Enough” –

30:16 the grave, the barren womb, land that is not satisfied with water, and fire that never says, “Enough!”

30:17 The eye that mocks at a father and despises obeying a mother – the ravens of the valley will peck it out and the young vultures will eat it.

30:18 There are three things that are too wonderful for me, four that I do not understand:

30:19 the way of an eagle in the sky, the way of a snake on a rock, the way of a ship in the sea, and the way of a man with a woman.

30:20 This is the way of an adulterous woman: she eats and wipes her mouth and says, “I have not done wrong.”

30:21 Under three things the earth trembles, and under four things it cannot bear up:

30:22 under a servant who becomes king, under a fool who is stuffed with food,

30:23 under an unloved woman who is married, and under a female servant who dispossesses her mistress.

30:24 There are four things on earth that are small, but they are exceedingly wise:

30:25 ants are creatures with little strength, but they prepare their food in the summer;

30:26 rock badgers are creatures with little power, but they make their homes in the crags;

30:27 locusts have no king, but they all go forward by ranks;

30:28 a lizard you can catch with the hand, but it gets into the palaces of the king.

30:29 There are three things that are magnificent in their step, four things that move about magnificently:

30:30 a lion, mightiest of the beasts, who does not retreat from anything;

30:31 a strutting rooster, a male goat, and a king with his army around him.

30:32 If you have done foolishly by exalting yourself or if you have planned evil, put your hand over your mouth!

30:33 For as the churning of milk produces butter and as punching the nose produces blood, so stirring up anger produces strife.

Prayer

Lord, You cause us to learn from the past and you tell us of things that are important to our present and our future, and all the while You remind us of Jesus.  May I take heed of Your Word and center my life upon it!

Commentary

There is much scholarly debate as to the authorship of the Thirtieth Proverb.  There is no reference to Agur, or his father Jakeh, elsewhere in the Word of God.  Some have speculated that the name Agur was an assumed name used by Solomon for some reason, others that it was indeed another person, just as some of the Psalms were not of David.  The Book was included in the Biblical canon at the prompting of Holy Spirit – so it matters not who was the human scribe.

Proverbs Thirty begins with a parable of a sort “This man says to Ithiel, to Ithiel and to Ukal: Surely I am more brutish than any other human being, and I do not have human understanding;  I have not learned wisdom, nor do I have knowledge of the Holy One.”  It then continues with a litany of the things about the Lord God which “This man” does not understand.

[Note: This was written a very long time before the birth of Jesus.]

“Who has ascended into heaven, and then descended?

Who has gathered up the winds in his fists?

Who has bound up the waters in his cloak?

Who has established all the ends of the earth?

What is his name, and what is his son’s name? – if you know!”

The sanctity of the Word of God was emphasized: “Every word of God is purified; he is like a shield for those who take refuge in him. Do not add to his words, lest he reprove you, and prove you to be a liar.”

The NET Translator's Notes explain that one should understand the term “generation” in the following texts to refer to a subpopulation in the society and time of the author “There is a generation who curse their fathers and do not bless their mothers.  There is a generation who are pure in their own eyes and yet are not washed from their filthiness.  There is a generation whose eyes are so lofty, and whose eyelids are lifted up disdainfully.  There is a generation whose teeth are like swords and whose molars are like knives to devour the poor from the earth and the needy from among the human race.”

It was common in ancient times, from Biblical and extra-Biblical writings, to use an incremental phrase which began with one number for a list and to then expand it “There are three things that are never satisfied, four that never say, “Enough” – the grave, the barren womb, land that is not satisfied with water, and fire that never says, “Enough!” … There are three things that are too wonderful for me, four that I do not understand: the way of an eagle in the sky, the way of a snake on a rock, the way of a ship in the sea, and the way of a man with a woman ...  Under three things the earth trembles, and under four things it cannot bear up: under a servant who becomes king, under a fool who is stuffed with food, under an unloved woman who is married, and under a female servant who dispossesses her mistress ... There are four things on earth that are small, but they are exceedingly wise: ants are creatures with little strength, but they prepare their food in the summer; rock badgers are creatures with little power, but they make their homes in the crags; locusts have no king, but they all go forward by ranks; a lizard you can catch with the hand, but it gets into the palaces of the king ... There are three things that are magnificent in their step, four things that move about magnificently: a lion, mightiest of the beasts, who does not retreat from anything; a strutting rooster, a male goat, and a king with his army around him.”

The warning of Solomon to recognize that choices have consequences was continued here: “If you have done foolishly by exalting yourself or if you have planned evil, put your hand over your mouth! For as the churning of milk produces butter and as punching the nose produces blood, so stirring up anger produces strife.”

Interaction

Consider

Whether written by Solomon, at the behest of the Lord God, or by another these Proverbs bring great wisdom.

Discuss

How could anyone observe these examples in Creation, despite the ravages of the Fall, and not see the Hand of the Lord God?  “... ants are creatures with little strength, but they prepare their food in the summer; rock badgers are creatures with little power, but they make their homes in the crags; locusts have no king, but they all go forward by ranks; a lizard you can catch with the hand, but it gets into the palaces of the king”?

Reflect

The problem of the subpopulation of rebellious people in the author's time remains a problem in ours as well.

Share

When have you closely-observed the activities of ants and marveled at Creation?

Faith in Action

Prayer:

Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to you something that is “... so wonderful in your eyes” that it causes you to look to the Lord God in awe.

Action:

Today I will take the time to pause and study Creation all-around me.  I will then give praise to the Lord God for His mighty works.

Be Specific  ______________________________________________________

Saturday

Proverbs 31

The Words of Lemuel

31:1 The words of King Lemuel, an oracle that his mother taught him:

31:2 O my son, O son of my womb, O son of my vows,

31:3 Do not give your strength to women, nor your ways to that which ruins kings.

31:4 It is not for kings, O Lemuel, it is not for kings to drink wine, or for rulers to crave strong drink, 

31:5 lest they drink and forget what is decreed, and remove from all the poor their legal rights.

31:6 Give strong drink to the one who is perishing, and wine to those who are bitterly distressed;

31:7 let them drink and forget their poverty, and remember their misery no more.

31:8 Open your mouth on behalf of those unable to speak, for the legal rights of all the dying.

31:9 Open your mouth, judge in righteousness, and plead the cause of the poor and needy.

The Wife of Noble Character

31:10 Who can find a wife of noble character? For her value is far more than rubies.

31:11 The heart of her husband has confidence in her, and he has no lack of gain.

31:12 She brings him good and not evil all the days of her life.

31:13 She obtains wool and flax, and she is pleased to work with her hands.

31:14 She is like the merchant ships; she brings her food from afar.

31:15 She also gets up while it is still night, and provides food for her household and a portion to her female servants.

31:16 She considers a field and buys it; from her own income she plants a vineyard.

31:17 She begins her work vigorously, and she strengthens her arms.

31:18 She knows that her merchandise is good, and her lamp does not go out in the night.

31:19 Her hands take hold of the distaff, and her hands grasp the spindle.

31:20 She extends her hand to the poor, and reaches out her hand to the needy.

31:21 She is not afraid of the snow for her household, for all of her household are clothed with scarlet.

31:22 She makes for herself coverlets; her clothing is fine linen and purple.

31:23 Her husband is well-known in the city gate when he sits with the elders of the land.

31:24 She makes linen garments and sells them, and supplies the merchants with sashes.

31:25 She is clothed with strength and honor, and she can laugh at the time to come.

31:26 She opens her mouth with wisdom, and loving instruction is on her tongue.

31:27 She watches over the ways of her household, and does not eat the bread of idleness.

31:28 Her children rise up and call her blessed, her husband also praises her:

31:29 “Many daughters have done valiantly, but you surpass them all!”

31:30 Charm is deceitful and beauty is fleeting, but a woman who fears the Lord will be praised.

31:31 Give her credit for what she has accomplished, and let her works praise her in the city gates.

Prayer

Lord, You lead a mother to counsel her son with wisdom that applies to all sons, and which elevates the status and value of women who belong to You to the level of value You desire for them.  May I see women through Your eyes and respect them as You have instructed.

Commentary

There is considerable scholarly debate as to the authorship of this Proverb.  Some insist that Lemuel is a forgotten synonym for Solomon; making the “mother” Bathsheba.  Some insist that it is the name of a non-Jewish king of a non-Jewish nation whose writing was believed to have been prompted by the Lord God.  And some insist that it is a latter king, and again, Lemuel would be a forgotten synonym for their Biblically-recorded name.

There is one other possibility, it could be Solomon, and he could have been using synonyms for all kings (“my son”) and for wisdom (“mother”) which had previously been characterized or humanized as “she” [e.g. Prov. 1:20].

What all of these speculations have in common is that the object of the mother's writing is a son whom she anticipates will become king, and who at the time of his written recollections of her teaching, is indeed a king (literally or rhetorically).

An additional perspective, as one reads the text, is that the context of the man in relationship with his lifestyle choices and his wife is therefore initially that of a king-in-waiting, and then the context of the king with a wife.  The lingering question is, therefore, to what degree may the instructions of the text be extrapolated to non-royalty?

Prior to his marriage, and perhaps even his kingship, the son is warned to be cautious about his choices “Do not give your strength to women, nor your ways to that which ruins kings. It is not for kings, O Lemuel, it is not for kings to drink wine, or for rulers to crave strong drink, lest they drink and forget what is decreed, and remove from all the poor their legal rights.”

Once he has become king the son is to be an advocate for justice “Open your mouth on behalf of those unable to speak, for the legal rights of all the dying.  Open your mouth, judge in righteousness, and plead the cause of the poor and needy.”

If a man is to marry then there are some characteristics of a wife which wisdom defines and in this fallen world ones which are exceptional “Who can find a wife of noble character? For her value is far more than rubies.  The heart of her husband has confidence in her, and he has no lack of gain.  She brings him good and not evil all the days of her life.”

The characteristics of the women were further detailed; she is competent in the acquisition of resources and not afraid of hard and humble labor “She obtains wool and flax, and she is pleased to work with her hands.”

She has servants, yet she chooses to rise early to see that they and the rest of her household has food (thought it does not say that she prepares it – she “provides” it) “She also gets up while it is still night, and provides food for her household and a portion to her female servants.”

She is an entrepeneur who is allowed to engage in commerce “She considers a field and buys it; from her own income she plants a vineyard.”

The clothing she makes, or perhaps causes to be made, bear the colors of royalty and of wealth “She is not afraid of the snow for her household, for all of her household are clothed with scarlet. She makes for herself coverlets; her clothing is fine linen and purple.”

One did not sit with the “elders of the land” at the “city gate” unless one has standing in the community and, as the NET Translator's Notes explains, they were there to judge the people and he would have been a peer – a judge – as well “Her husband is well-known in the city gate when he sits with the elders of the land.”

She is a woman of confidence, of integrity, and of substance “She is clothed with strength and honor, and she can laugh at the time to come. She opens her mouth with wisdom, and loving instruction is on her tongue. She watches over the ways of her household, and does not eat the bread of idleness.”

She has earned the respect of her children and of her husband “Her children rise up and call her blessed, her husband also praises her: “Many daughters have done valiantly, but you surpass them all!””

Because she belongs to, and obeys, the Lord God she is found worthy of approval by the judges at the “city gates” - it is the “works” that flow from her faithfulness that they judge – and they find nothing in her 'resume' to hold against her “Charm is deceitful and beauty is fleeting, but a woman who fears the Lord will be praised. Give her credit for what she has accomplished, and let her works praise her in the city gates.”

Interaction

Consider

It would be a considerable stretch to make of Proverbs 31 a pure riddle, within which one must find alternative meanings for every detail, but some have done so.  It seems more probable that the descriptions are intended to be more generic, describing the practical living-out of wisdom in the life of the man (the son and later the husband), and of the wife.

Discuss

If one accepts the high-value and huge-freedom granted to the woman, with the praise of the judges at the city gates, how is it that religious leaders later chose to make of women something much less?

Reflect

Would the son have been worthy of this remarkable woman had he failed to keep the wisdom of his mother?

Share

When have you experienced or observed the wisdom of the Lord God poured-out through his mother?  [Consider the mother and aunt of Paul's NT protege Timothy.]

Faith in Action

Prayer:

Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to you a young person with whom you might share this Proverb.

Action:

Today I will share Proverbs 31 with the one whom the Holy Spirit has directed.  My purpose will be to focus them on the working-out of wisdom that may occur in their lives and the positive fruit of that wisdom.

Be Specific  ______________________________________________________
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