The Book of Hebrews 8-13

Bible Study 

* Commentary * Interaction *Application

Hebrews 8 (Sunday)

Commentary

Building upon Chapter 7 the text brings the reader to Moses with God on the mountain where he was shown an image of the "heavenly sanctuary" upon which he was to model the temporary sanctuary for sacrifice on earth.

The text instructs "But now Jesus has obtained a superior ministry, since the covenant that He mediates is also better and is enacted on better promises."

The text describes how the failure of the first covenant "... because they did not continue in My 

covenant" ... created the need for a new covenant.

The condition of the new covenant is that "I will put my laws in their minds and I will inscribe them on their hearts".

[Note:  This describes one of the essential minimums of true salvation; we surrender our free will so that God may put His laws in our minds and inscribe them on our hearts".  It also describes one of the roles of the Holy Spirit inside of every believer.  And it describes a non-negotiable of anyone permitted into Heaven; 
they have been equipped to obey.]

Hebrews concludes with a powerful challenge to those who remained stuck in OT-legalism "When He 

speaks of a new covenant, He makes the first obsolete.  Now what is growing obsolete and aging is about to disappear."

Interaction



Consider the failure of the first covenant "... because they did not continue in My covenant" ... created 


the need for a new covenant.  Recall Hebrews 7 which declared ineffective as it made nothing perfect.


Discuss practical ways to assist prospective new believers in understanding one of the essential 


minimums of true salvation; we surrender our free will so that God may "... put His laws in our minds and 


inscribe them on our hearts".  Also, how we describe one of the roles of the Holy Spirit inside of every 


believer, that of teacher.  And how one describes a non-negotiable of anyone permitted into Heaven; all 


must have been equipped to obey (thus be incapable of rebellion).


Reflect upon the powerful teaching "But now Jesus has obtained a superior ministry, since the covenant 


that He mediates is also better and is enacted on better promises."


Share an example of how you might use this text to explain to someone stuck in OT-legalism "When He 


speaks of a new covenant, He makes the first obsolete.  Now what is growing obsolete and aging is about 


to disappear."


Truth in Action


Today I am choosing to identify someone who is stuck in OT-legalism and will use this text to explain to 


"When He speaks of a new covenant, He makes the first obsolete.  Now what is growing obsolete and 


aging is about to disappear."


Be Specific  _________________________________________________

Hebrews 9 (Monday)

Commentary

"... the first covenant ... had regulations for worship and its earthly sanctuary."

"... a tent ... the outer one ... containing ... the holy place":

"... the lampstand"

"... the table"

"... the presentation of the loaves"

"... after the second curtain ... a tent called the holy of holies ... it contained":

"... the golden altar of incense"

"... the ark of the covenant covered entirely with gold.

"In this ark were":

"... the golden urn containing the manna"

"... Aaron's rod that budded"

"... and the stone tablets of the covenant"

"And above the ark were":

"... the cherubim of glory overshadowing the mercy seat"

"... the mercy seat"

The process was:

"... the priests enter continually into the outer tent as they perform their duties."

"... only the high priest enters once a year into the inner tent, and not without blood 

that he offers for himself and for the sins of the people committed in ignorance.

"... gifts and sacrifices ... could not perfect the conscience of the worshiper."

"The Holy Spirit is making it clear that the way into the holy place had not yet appeared as long as the old tabernacle was standing."

"But now Christ has come as the high priest of good things to come ... by his own blood ... 

secured eternal redemption."

"... how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself 

without blemish to God, purify our consciences from dead works to worship the living God?"

Christ is the mediator of the new covenant, replacing the temporary blood of the old covenant 

with his own "... once to bear the sins of many, to those who eagerly await him he will appear a second time, not to bear sin but to bring salvation."

Interaction


Consider the repeated message of Hebrews, that "... the law perfected nothing", here rephrased "... gifts and sacrifices ... could not perfect the conscience of the worshiper."

Discuss some practical ways that one might describe the contrast between the OT sacrificial system and the provision of Christ, and His unique capacity to "... purify our consciences from dead works to worship the living God."

Reflect upon Christ as "... the mediator of a new covenant", replacing the temporary blood of the old covenant with his own "... once to bear the sins of many, to those who eagerly await 

him he will appear a second time, not to bear sin but to bring salvation."  Take note of the 

volitional aspect of both actions; Christ voluntarily sacrificing for others, and those who will be saved first being in a receptive state "... eagerly await".

Share an example from your own life, or someone whom you know, moving from "... dead works to worship the living God." because of a newfound understanding of this text.

Truth in Action

Today I will ask the Holy Spirit to give me an opportunity to share this text with someone who is still trapped in works-righteousness - so that I may describe to them the contrast between the OT sacrificial system and the provision of Christ, and His unique capacity to "... purify our consciences from dead works to worship the living God." who alone can "... bring salvation."

Be Specific  _________________________________________________

Hebrews 10:1-18 (Tuesday)

Commentary


"For the law possesses a shadow of the good things to come but not the reality itself, and is therefore 


completely unable, by the same sacrifices offered continually, year after year, to perfect those who come 


to worship."


[Note:  God repeats Himself yet again, always evidence that He really wants us to get the message, 


"... completely unable ... to perfect those who come to worship".]


The text instructs that if sacrifices under the law had the power to "perfect" then they would have ceased 


long ago as all would have been perfected.  It goes on to remind that Psalms 40 said that God did not 


"...take delight" in the offerings made under the law.


[Note:  The purpose of the law and sacrifices was to press His people to recognize their dependence upon 


Him and to point ahead to Jesus.  When Jesus began His ministry He specifically pointed to His purpose in 
fulfilling what the law and sacrifices attempted but failed to fulfill.]


"He does away with the first to establish the second.  By His will we have been made holy through the 


offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all ... when this priest (Jesus) had offered one sacrifice for 


sins for all time, he sat down at the right hand of God, where He is now waiting until his enemies are made 
a footstool for His feet."


"Their sins and their lawless deeds I will remember no longer.  Now where there is forgiveness of these, 


there is no longer any offering for sin."

Interaction



Consider the importance God places on our understanding that "the law and sacrifices are ... 


completely unable ... to perfect those who come to worship".


Discuss practical ways to explain the linkages between the work of Jesus and the historic OT law and 


sacrifices.


Reflect upon the freedom from the condemnation of the enemy which flows from "Their sins and their 


lawless deeds I will remember no longer.  Now where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any 


offering for sin."


Share an example of God's forgiveness in your life which has set you free from something in your past - 


liberating you to live a life at peace with God and to serve Him more effectively.


Truth in Action


Today I am choosing to partner with the Holy Spirit to search out any place in my life where unforgiveness 


in my past, despite the failure of my efforts at sacrificial service as a form of works-righteousness, may 


become forgiveness through Christ.  I will ask a fellow believer to pray in agreement with me and to assist 


me with accountability - so that once I accept the forgiveness of Christ I do not give-away power to the 


enemy by permitting any accusations for something God has forgiven.


Be Specific  _________________________________________________

Hebrews 10:19-39 (Wednesday)

Commentary


The text encourages believers to draw near to God because our faith is in the One Who opened the way to 
Him and Who has made us spiritually-pure.


We are exhorted to "spur one another on to love and good works ... not abandoning our own meetings"


[Note:  This necessarily requires that we be intentional about what we say and do - in order to both present 
a positive role model and effectively teach and encourage others.  There is also an implication that 


believers were choosing to gather with non-believers instead of gathering with believers, for reasons not  


clear in the text, but the need to gather-together is emphasized again here as elsewhere in the NT.  God 


repeats messages He wants us not to miss.]


The text then warns those who remain in rebellion, through unrepentant sin, despite receiving the Word of 


truth.  It reminds the reader of the OT consequences of rebellion against "the law of Moses", summarizing 


"It is a terrifying thing to fall into the hands of the living God."


The believers are cautioned to remember that they endured troubles early on in their faith, and that more 


endurance may be required of them, but despite their losses "... because you knew that you certainly had 


a better and lasting possession."


Hebrews 10 concludes with a contrast between those who have heard the Word yet failed to respond and 


live with perseverance through faith "... if he shrinks back, I take no pleasure in him" versus those who 


heard and responded and persevered "But we are not among those who shrink back and thus perish, but 


are among those who have faith and preserve their souls."

Interaction



Consider the contrast between those who have heard the Word yet failed to respond and 
live with 


perseverance through faith "... if he shrinks back, I take no pleasure in him" versus those who heard and 


responded and persevered "But we are not among those who shrink back and thus perish, but are among 


those who have faith and preserve their souls."


Discuss some practical ways to "spur one another on to love and good works ... not abandoning our 


own meetings".


Reflect upon the consequences to those who do not live under the grace of the salvation of Christ - they 
remain in slavery to sin and under the judgment of law-without-mercy of the OT.


Share a practical example of being intentional about what we say and do - in order to both present 
a 


positive role model and effectively teach and encourage others.


Truth in Action


Today I am choosing to examining my faithfulness in spurring "one another on to love and good works ... 


not abandoning our own meetings" and in being intentional about what we say and do - in order to both 


present a positive role model and effectively teach and encourage others.  Where I find a lapse in my 


faithfulness to the Word of God I will ask the Holy Spirit to find me a willing follower of His leading to a 


more righteous place in my daily walk.


Be Specific  _________________________________________________

Hebrews 11 (Thursday)

Commentary


Hebrews challenges the reader with a powerful statement "Now faith is being sure of what we hope for, 


being convinced of what we do not see."  The text then sets out to explain and "prove" this through the 


lives of OT persons.


In the OT "... people of old received God's commendation".  A prime example is Abraham in Genesis 15:6 


"Abraham believed the Lord, and the Lord considered his response of faith proof of genuine loyalty."


"... we understand that the worlds were set in order at God's command, so that the visible has its origin in 


the invisible.


"Now without faith it is impossible to please Him, for the one who approaches God must believe that He 


exists and that he rewards those who seek Him."


"By faith Abel ..."


"By faith Enoch ..."


"By faith Noah ..."


"By faith Abraham ..."


"These all died in faith without receiving the things promised, but they saw them in the distance and 


welcomed them and acknowledged that they were strangers and foreigners on the earth ... they were 


seeking a homeland ... a heavenly one"


"By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau concerning the future."


"By faith Jacob, as he was dying, blessed each of the sons of Joseph and worshiped as he leaned on his 


staff.


By faith Joseph, at the end of his life, mentioned the exodus of the sons of Israel and gave instructions 


about his burial."


[Note:  Joseph prophesied the Exodus and that his bones should travel with his people to the Promised 


Land.]


Hebrews 11 reports the faith that caused Moses' parents to hide him without fear of Pharaoh, Moses to 


leave Pharaoh for God's people, and on through the generations leaders of faith; Joshua, Rahab, Gideon, 


Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David, and Samuel.  It also describes the deprivation and suffering and death 


of the faithful over time.


Hebrews 11 concludes "For God had provided something better for us, so that they would be made perfect 


together with us."

Interaction



Consider the importance to God of a genuine faith.


Discuss the way that genuine faith empowered these OT persons to be used mightily of God.


Reflect upon the way that these people of faith recognized the dividing line of value between the things 


of this temporary world and the vastly more valuable things of the promise of God in Heaven.


Share an example of a difficult choice you have made, knowing that the consequences would likely not 


be to your temporary benefit here on earth, but that based on faith you knew to be right before God.


Truth in Action


Today I am choosing to study the OT people of faith and to ask the Holy Spirit to show me one place in 


my life where I may apply the same faith to a place where I have placed worldly comfort or convenience 


above faithfulness to God's call.


Be Specific  _________________________________________________

Hebrews 12 (Friday)

Commentary


"... we are surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses ... we must get rid of every weight and the sin that 


clings so closely, and run with endurance the race set out for us, keeping our eyes fixed on Jesus"


"You have not yet resisted to the point of bloodshed in your struggle against sin.  Endure your suffering as 


discipline; God is treating you as sons."


"But if you do not experience discipline, something all sons have shared in, then you are illegitimate and are 
not sons."


[Note:  It is often considered a test of our value to God that the enemy feels threatened enough to divert 


resource to attack us, but here it is the discipline of the Lord which defines us as His and therefore worthy 


of re-direction when we drift toward sin, though it is sometimes the case that the Lord will allow the enemy 


as a tool of His discipline of us.]


"Pursue peace with everyone, and holiness, for without it no one will see the Lord."


[Note:  This does not intend to promote pacifism in the face of a violent threat, it is about relationships and 


about our half of the relationship, we cannot control the actions of another - though we can model peace 


and not respond in-kind to those who are not acting in a peaceful manner.  Also, the last phrase refers to 


us, that is that "no one will see the Lord" in us if we do not seek peace and holiness in our daily walk.]


"See that no one comes short of the grace of God, that no one be like a bitter root springing up and 


causing trouble, and through him many become defiled."


[Note:  The NET translator's notes link this to Deut. 29:17 which refers to someone with a self-serving 


conditional relationship with God - which is not an acceptable relationship at all and will poison them and 


others around them.]


And see to it that no one becomes an immoral or godless person like Esau, who sold his own birthright for 


a single meal.  For you have not come to something that can be touched [as in the Exodus 19:12-13 


experience of Moses on the mountain] ... But you have come to Mount Zion ..."


[Note:  The contrast here is between a law-based relationship and an intimate relationship, the first driven 


by fear-based obedience, the latter on love-based awe and obligation.]


"I will once more shake not only the earth but heaven too.  Now this phrase "once more" indicates the 


removal of what is shaken, that is, of created things, so that what is unshaken will remain."


[Note:  God, through Jesus, brings us into the "unshakable kingdom" of eternity with Him, He then will 


obliterate everything that was created and rendered sinful through the twin rebellions of the enemy and of 


Adam and Eve.  Nothing will remain.]


"... let us give thanks, and through this let us offer worship pleasing to God in devotion and awe."

Interaction



Consider that God expects us to resist sin "... to the point of bloodshed", not the blood of others but our 
own.  God also expects us to have an unconditional relationship with Him, for if we harbor selfish motives 

we will become bitter toward Him when discipline comes and will spread that bitterness.


Discuss practical ways to "Pursue peace with everyone, and holiness, for without it no one will see the 


Lord." - intentionally avoiding conflict by being vessels of His peace, and intentionally combining a peaceful 


attitude with a holy walk so that people may see Christ in us and want what we have.


Reflect upon the return of God to judge the world and to obliterate everything of earth and heaven that is 
not part of His eternal perfect kingdom.  This includes not only the physical world but also unsaved humans 
and the rebellious angels who followed the enemy.


Share examples of your struggle to resist sin and/or the fruits of a good witness for Christ that resulted 


from seeking peace and holiness.


Truth in Action


Today I am choosing to resist sin and seek peace and holiness so that the fruits of a good witness for 


Christ will make it possible for the Holy Spirit to use me to draw someone nearer to a decision to surrender 
to Him and thus to share in the joy of my salvation.  I will share the results of this with at least one other 


believer so that they may be encouraged to do the same.


Be Specific  ______________________________________________

Hebrews 13 (Saturday)

Commentary


Hebrews 13 begins with a list of instructions:


"Brotherly love must continue."


"Do not neglect hospitality, because through it some have entertained angels without knowing it."


"Remember those in prison as though you were in prison with them ..."


"Remember ... those ill-treated as though you too felt their torment."


Marriage must be honored among all ..."


"... the marriage bed kept undefiled, for God will judge sexually immoral people and adulterers."


"Your conduct must be free of the love of money and you must be content with what you have ..."


"Remember your leaders who spoke God's message to you; reflect on the outcome of their lives and 


imitate their faith."



"Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever!  Do not be carried away by all sorts of strange 


teachings."


The text reminds us that rituals "... have never benefited those who participated in them."


"... Jesus ... suffered outside the camp."


[Note:  According to the ancient OT regulations one was put out of the camp if ritually unclean, and if they 


were traveling and did not return in time to be ritually prepared they were required to wait outside and miss 


the cleansing rituals.  Jesus was outside of the traditions of the religious leaders.]


"... do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for god is pleased with such sacrifices."


"Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they keep watch over your souls and will give account for their 


work.  Let them do this with joy and not with complaints, for this would be no advantage for you."


As was common to the NT books Hebrews concludes with a prayer/benediction "Now may the God of 


peace who by the blood of the eternal covenant brought back from the dead the great shepherd of the 


sheep, our Lord Jesus Christ, equip you with every good thing to do His will, working in us [or working 


together with us or working in all of us] what is pleasing before Him through Jesus Christ, to whom be the 


glory forever.  Amen."


A sort of postscript asks that they "... bear with my message of exhortation" as it was somewhat more 


terse than the author desired.  It also notes the release of Timothy and sends greetings from "Those in 


Italy ... to all your leaders and all the saints."  Finally concluding "Grace be with you all."

Interaction



Consider the list of instructions at the beginning of Chapter 13.


Discuss practical ways to "... do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for god is pleased 


with such sacrifices."


Reflect upon "Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they keep watch over your souls and will give 


account for their work.  Let them do this with joy and not with complaints, for this would be no advantage 


for you."


Share an example of "strange teachings" as referenced in this phrase "Jesus Christ is the same 


yesterday and today and forever!  Do not be carried away by all sorts of strange teachings."


Truth in Action


Today I am committing to the list of instructions at the beginning of Chapter 13.  I agree to partner with the 
Holy Spirit in assessing where I need to make changes to get right with the Word of God - and to ask at 


least one other believer to pray in agreement and to assist with accountability so that I meet the goals I 


set for greater spiritual maturity.


Be Specific  _________________________________________________

Suggested Music

Additional Resources:  
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