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A Study with Daily Application

1 Samuel

By: David M. Colburn

1 Samuel 23:16 - 31

The prior Section 

Sunday

1 Samuel 23:16 – 24:22

23:16 Then Jonathan son of Saul left and went to David at Horesh. He encouraged him through God. 23:17 He said to him, “Don’t be afraid! For the hand of my father Saul cannot find you. You will rule over Israel, and I will be your second in command. Even my father Saul realizes this.” 23:18 When the two of them had made a covenant before the Lord, David stayed on at Horesh, but Jonathan went to his house.

23:19 Then the Ziphites went up to Saul at Gibeah and said, “Isn’t David hiding among us in the strongholds at Horesh on the hill of Hakilah, south of Jeshimon? 23:20 Now at your own discretion, O king, come down. Delivering him into the king’s hand will be our responsibility.”

23:21 Saul replied, “May you be blessed by the Lord, for you have had compassion on me. 23:22 Go and make further arrangements. Determine precisely where he is and who has seen him there, for I am told that he is extremely cunning. 23:23 Locate precisely all the places where he hides and return to me with dependable information. Then I will go with you. If he is in the land, I will find him among all the thousands of Judah.”

23:24 So they left and went to Ziph ahead of Saul. Now David and his men were in the desert of Maon, in the Arabah to the south of Jeshimon. 23:25 Saul and his men went to look for him. But David was informed and went down to the rock and stayed in the desert of Maon. When Saul heard about it, he pursued David in the desert of Maon. 23:26 Saul went on one side of the mountain, while David and his men went on the other side of the mountain. David was hurrying to get away from Saul, but Saul and his men were surrounding David and his men so they could capture them. 23:27 But a messenger came to Saul saying, “Come quickly, for the Philistines have raided the land!”

23:28 So Saul stopped pursuing David and went to confront the Philistines. Therefore that place is called Sela Hammahlekoth. 23:29 (24:1) Then David went up from there and stayed in the strongholds of En Gedi.

David Spares Saul’s Life

24:1 (24:2) When Saul returned from pursuing the Philistines, they told him, “Look, David is in the desert of En Gedi.” 24:2 So Saul took three thousand select men from all Israel and went to find David and his men in the region of the rocks of the mountain goats. 24:3 He came to the sheepfolds by the road, where there was a cave. Saul went into it to relieve himself.

Now David and his men were sitting in the recesses of the cave. 24:4 David’s men said to him, “This is the day about which the Lord said to you, ‘I will give your enemy into your hand, and you can do to him whatever seems appropriate to you.’” So David got up and quietly cut off an edge of Saul’s robe. 24:5 Afterward David’s conscience bothered him because he had cut off an edge of Saul’s robe. 24:6 He said to his men, “May the Lord keep me far away from doing such a thing to my lord, who is the Lord’s chosen one, by extending my hand against him. After all, he is the Lord’s chosen one.” 24:7 David restrained his men with these words and did not allow them to rise up against Saul. Then Saul left the cave and started down the road.

24:8 Afterward David got up and went out of the cave. He called out after Saul, “My lord, O king!” When Saul looked behind him, David kneeled down and bowed with his face to the ground. 24:9 David said to Saul, “Why do you pay attention when men say, ‘David is seeking to do you harm’? 24:10 Today your own eyes see how the Lord delivered you – this very day – into my hands in the cave. Some told me to kill you, but I had pity on you and said, ‘I will not extend my hand against my lord, for he is the Lord’s chosen one.’ 24:11 Look, my father, and see the edge of your robe in my hand! When I cut off the edge of your robe, I didn’t kill you. So realize and understand that I am not planning evil or rebellion. Even though I have not sinned against you, you are waiting in ambush to take my life. 24:12 May the Lord judge between the two of us, and may the Lord vindicate me over you, but my hand will not be against you. 24:13 It’s like the old proverb says: ‘From evil people evil proceeds.’ But my hand will not be against you. 24:14 Who has the king of Israel come out after? Who is it that you are pursuing? A dead dog? A single flea? 24:15 May the Lord be our judge and arbiter. May he see and arbitrate my case and deliver me from your hands!”

24:16 When David finished speaking these words to Saul, Saul said, “Is that your voice, my son David?” Then Saul wept loudly. 24:17 He said to David, “You are more innocent than I, for you have treated me well, even though I have tried to harm you! 24:18 You have explained today how you have treated me well. The Lord delivered me into your hand, but you did not kill me. 24:19 Now if a man finds his enemy, does he send him on his way in good shape? May the Lord repay you with good this day for what you have done to me. 24:20 Now look, I realize that you will in fact be king and that the kingdom of Israel will be established in your hand. 24:21 So now swear to me in the Lord’s name that you will not kill my descendants after me or destroy my name from the house of my father.”

24:22 David promised Saul this on oath. Then Saul went to his house, and David and his men went up to the stronghold.

Prayer

Lord, You protect those whom You call and You send, yet You allow them the opportunity to make choices along the way.  May I listen closely to Your Holy Spirit so that I will be wise.

Commentary

Jonathan went to David.  He reminded David that both he and Saul knew that David was to be king – Jonathan believed that he was to serve David as he had Saul.

Saul heard from some Ziphites of David's whereabouts.  They promised to deliver David to him but Saul boasted that if they got him to the right area he would find David though hidden among thousands in Judah.

Just as Saul thought he had David and his men cornered there came word of a Philistine attack and he had to leave to respond to that.

Saul returned to pursue David but God had made Saul easy prey for him yet David only cut off a piece of his cloak and otherwise left Saul unharmed.  David still felt bad as Saul had been the Lord's anointed leader so he went to Saul, while Saul was slone, and confessed what he had done.

David reminded Saul that he had not wronged him and that Saul's pursuit of him was to be judged by the Lord God.  David also reminded Saul that he was believing false voices when he was convinced to think of him as an enemy.

Saul acknowledged that David was to succeed him, confessed his sin in pursuing David, and asked David to pledge not to kill his (Saul's) offspring – and David agreed.

Interaction

Consider

David could have killed Saul as he was no longer the chosen leader of the Lord God, but he decided to allow God to choose and to directly cause the circumstances and time of transition.

Discuss

Was it the presence of the Holy Spirit with David that brought Saul to his senses, albeit only temporarily?

Reflect

Because Saul was deceived and manipulated by “evil spirits” he wasted huge amounts of Israel's resources trying to kill Israel's next king, one who was chosen by the Lord God.

Share

When have you had the opportunity to do harm to someone who had made themselves your enemy, and you chose to not do so?

Faith in Action

Prayer:

Ask the Holy Spirit give you an opportunity to be His instrument of grace to an enemy.

Action:

Today I will humble myself to be an instrument of the Lord God's grace toward someone who has been hateful toward me.  It may be to compliment them for something good they have done, offer to pray for them in some planned good-endeavor, to show them where I could have done them harm but did not (because of God), or to otherwise be a witness to God's love in me.

Be Specific  ______________________________________________________

Monday

1 Samuel 25

The Death of Samuel

25:1 Samuel died, and all Israel assembled and mourned him. They buried him at his home in Ramah. Then David left and went down to the desert of Paran.

David Marries Abigail the Widow of Nabal

25:2 There was a man in Maon whose business was in Carmel. This man was very wealthy; he owned three thousand sheep and a thousand goats. At that time he was shearing his sheep in Carmel. 25:3 The man’s name was Nabal, and his wife’s name was Abigail. She was both wise and beautiful, but the man was harsh and his deeds were evil. He was a Calebite.

25:4 When David heard in the desert that Nabal was shearing his sheep, 25:5 he sent ten servants, saying to them, “Go up to Carmel to see Nabal and give him greetings in my name. 25:6 Then you will say to my brother, “Peace to you and your house! Peace to all that is yours! 25:7 Now I hear that they are shearing sheep for you. When your shepherds were with us, we neither insulted them nor harmed them the whole time they were in Carmel. 25:8 Ask your own servants; they can tell you! May my servants find favor in your sight, for we have come at the time of a holiday. Please provide us – your servants and your son David – with whatever you can spare.”

25:9 So David’s servants went and spoke all these words to Nabal in David’s name. Then they paused. 25:10 But Nabal responded to David’s servants, “Who is David, and who is this son of Jesse? This is a time when many servants are breaking away from their masters! 25:11 Should I take my bread and my water and my meat that I have slaughtered for my shearers and give them to these men? I don’t even know where they came from!”

25:12 So David’s servants went on their way. When they had returned, they came and told David all these things. 25:13 Then David instructed his men, “Each of you strap on your sword!” So each one strapped on his sword, and David also strapped on his sword. About four hundred men followed David up, while two hundred stayed behind with the equipment.

25:14 But one of the servants told Nabal’s wife Abigail, “David sent messengers from the desert to greet our lord, but he screamed at them. 25:15 These men were very good to us. They did not insult us, nor did we sustain any loss during the entire time we were together in the field. 25:16 Both night and day they were a protective wall for us the entire time we were with them, while we were tending our flocks. 25:17 Now be aware of this, and see what you can do. For disaster has been planned for our lord and his entire household. He is such a wicked person that no one tells him anything!”

25:18 So Abigail quickly took two hundred loaves of bread, two containers of wine, five prepared sheep, five seahs of roasted grain, a hundred bunches of raisins, and two hundred lumps of pressed figs. She loaded them on donkeys 25:19 and said to her servants, “Go on ahead of me. I will come after you.” But she did not tell her husband Nabal.

25:20 Riding on her donkey, she went down under cover of the mountain. David and his men were coming down to meet her, and she encountered them. 25:21 Now David had been thinking, “In vain I guarded everything that belonged to this man in the desert. I didn’t take anything from him. But he has repaid my good with evil. 25:22 God will severely punish David, if I leave alive until morning even one male from all those who belong to him!”

25:23 When Abigail saw David, she got down quickly from the donkey, threw herself down before David, and bowed to the ground. 25:24 Falling at his feet, she said, “My lord, I accept all the guilt! But please let your female servant speak with my lord! Please listen to the words of your servant! 25:25 My lord should not pay attention to this wicked man Nabal. He simply lives up to his name! His name means ‘fool,’ and he is indeed foolish! But I, your servant, did not see the servants my lord sent.

25:26 “Now, my lord, as surely as the Lord lives and as surely as you live, it is the Lord who has kept you from shedding blood and taking matters into your own hands. Now may your enemies and those who seek to harm my lord be like Nabal. 25:27 Now let this present that your servant has brought to my lord be given to the servants who follow my lord. 25:28 Please forgive the sin of your servant, for the Lord will certainly establish the house of my lord, because my lord fights the battles of the Lord. May no evil be found in you all your days! 25:29 When someone sets out to chase you and to take your life, the life of my lord will be wrapped securely in the bag of the living by the Lord your God. But he will sling away the lives of your enemies from the sling’s pocket! 25:30 The Lord will do for my lord everything that he promised you, and he will make you a leader over Israel. 25:31 Your conscience will not be overwhelmed with guilt for having poured out innocent blood and for having taken matters into your own hands. When the Lord has granted my lord success, please remember your servant.”

25:32 Then David said to Abigail, “Praised be the Lord, the God of Israel, who has sent you this day to meet me! 25:33 Praised be your good judgment! May you yourself be rewarded for having prevented me this day from shedding blood and taking matters into my own hands! 25:34 Otherwise, as surely as the Lord, the God of Israel, lives – he who has prevented me from harming you – if you had not come so quickly to meet me, by morning’s light not even one male belonging to Nabal would have remained alive!” 25:35 Then David took from her hand what she had brought to him. He said to her, “Go back to your home in peace. Be assured that I have listened to you and responded favorably.”

25:36 When Abigail went back to Nabal, he was holding a banquet in his house like that of the king. Nabal was having a good time and was very intoxicated. She told him absolutely nothing until morning’s light. 25:37 In the morning, when Nabal was sober, his wife told him about these matters. He had a stroke and was paralyzed. 25:38 After about ten days the Lord struck Nabal down and he died.

25:39 When David heard that Nabal had died, he said, “Praised be the Lord who has vindicated me and avenged the insult that I suffered from Nabal! The Lord has kept his servant from doing evil, and he has repaid Nabal for his evil deeds.” Then David sent word to Abigail and asked her to become his wife.

25:40 So the servants of David went to Abigail at Carmel and said to her, “David has sent us to you to bring you back to be his wife.” 25:41 She arose, bowed her face toward the ground, and said, “Your female servant, like a lowly servant, will wash the feet of the servants of my lord.” 25:42 Then Abigail quickly went and mounted her donkey, with five of her female servants accompanying her. She followed David’s messengers and became his wife.

25:43 David had also married Ahinoam from Jezreel; the two of them became his wives. 25:44 (Now Saul had given his daughter Michal, David’s wife, to Paltiel son of Laish, who was from Gallim.)

Prayer

Lord, vengeance is Yours, not ours.  May I be found obedient enough to resist the trap of the enemy that is rage-driven revenge and instead leave that to You.

Commentary

Samuel died and was buried and mourned.

David traveled to the desert of Paran near Carmel.  There he and his men provided protection for some shepherds whose flocks belong to a man named Nabal.

When the time of an OT holiday had come when those who had much were to give to those who had little David sent messengers to Nabal requesting some resources for his men.

Nabal yelled at them and refused to honor their request despite the testimony of his own people that David and his men had respected their property and provided protection without any prior compensation.

David became angry at the news and set out to kill Nabal and all of his men for the disrepect both for his men and for the requirements of the holiday.

Nabal's wife, more nobel and wise than he, heard of David's intentions and intercepted him.  She apologized for her husbands foolishness and offered a large amount of food – without Nabal's knowledge.  She stated that the Lord God had sent her to keep David from taking upon himself the blood of a fool – and that the Lord God would deal with Nabal.

Later, Nabal was drunk and she told him what had happened, and had a stroke and 10 days later he died.  David married his widow, making her his second wife-in-exile.  Michal had been given to another man by Saul.

Interaction

Consider

David could be very impetuous and did not always consult the Lord God before he acted, his decision to kill Nabal displaced God's role as the exacter of vengeance; Nabal's wife led David to turn away from trying to control Nabal's fate and to let God do it instead.

Discuss

If not by the prompting of the Lord God why would Nabal's wife care if David killed him and his men, surely their household was somewhat wealthy and given the description that Abigail  was beautiful and wise she would have had little difficulty finding another husband (probably not as foolish and harsh as Nabal) and workers?

Reflect

Saul continued his rebellious abuse of power, parting those whom the Lord God had brought together in marriage (David and Michal), and giving Michal to another man.

Share

When have you been rescued from an impetuous decision by a more mature person?

Faith in Action

Prayer:

Ask the Holy Spirit to show you where you need to either turn-away or be His instrument in leading another to turn-away from a poor decision.

Action:

Today I will pause, pray, and listen to the Holy Spirit, and to the one who He may have sent.  I will carefully consider if the path I am on is His will, or mine.  I will also make myself available “Here I am Lord” should He choose me to confront a brother on the wrong path.

Be Specific  ______________________________________________________

Tuesday

1 Samuel 26

David Spares Saul’s Life Again

26:1 The Ziphites came to Saul at Gibeah and said, “Isn’t David hiding on the hill of Hakilah near Jeshimon?” 26:2 So Saul arose and went down to the desert of Ziph, accompanied by three thousand select men of Israel, to look for David in the desert of Ziph. 26:3 Saul camped by the road on the hill of Hakilah near Jeshimon, but David was staying in the desert. When he realized that Saul had come to the desert to find him, 26:4 David sent scouts and verified that Saul had indeed arrived.

26:5 So David set out and went to the place where Saul was camped. David saw the place where Saul and Abner son of Ner, the general in command of his army, were sleeping. Now Saul was lying in the entrenchment, and the army was camped all around him. 26:6 David said to Ahimelech the Hittite and Abishai son of Zeruiah, Joab’s brother, “Who will go down with me to Saul in the camp?” Abishai replied, “I will go down with you.”

26:7 So David and Abishai approached the army at night and found Saul lying asleep in the entrenchment with his spear stuck in the ground by his head. Abner and the army were lying all around him. 26:8 Abishai said to David, “Today God has delivered your enemy into your hands. Now let me drive the spear right through him into the ground with one swift jab! A second jab won’t be necessary!”

26:9 But David said to Abishai, “Don’t kill him! Who can extend his hand against the Lord’s chosen one and remain guiltless?” 26:10 David went on to say, “As the Lord lives, the Lord himself will strike him down. Either his day will come and he will die, or he will go down into battle and be swept away. 26:11 But may the Lord prevent me from extending my hand against the Lord’s chosen one! Now take the spear by Saul’s head and the jug of water, and let’s get out of here!” 26:12 So David took the spear and the jug of water by Saul’s head, and they got out of there. No one saw them or was aware of their presence or woke up. All of them were asleep, for the Lord had caused a deep sleep to fall on them.

26:13 Then David crossed to the other side and stood on the top of the hill some distance away; there was a considerable distance between them. 26:14 David called to the army and to Abner son of Ner, “Won’t you answer, Abner?” Abner replied, “Who are you, that you have called to the king?” 26:15 David said to Abner, “Aren’t you a man? After all, who is like you in Israel? Why then haven’t you protected your lord the king? One of the soldiers came to kill your lord the king. 26:16 This failure on your part isn’t good! As surely as the Lord lives, you people who have not protected your lord, the Lord’s chosen one, are as good as dead! Now look where the king’s spear and the jug of water that was by his head are!”

26:17 When Saul recognized David’s voice, he said, “Is that your voice, my son David?” David replied, “Yes, it’s my voice, my lord the king.” 26:18 He went on to say, “Why is my lord chasing his servant? What have I done? What wrong have I done? 26:19 So let my lord the king now listen to the words of his servant. If the Lord has incited you against me, may he take delight in an offering. But if men have instigated this, may they be cursed before the Lord! For they have driven me away this day from being united with the Lord’s inheritance, saying, ‘Go on, serve other gods!’ 26:20 Now don’t let my blood fall to the ground away from the Lord’s presence, for the king of Israel has gone out to look for a flea the way one looks for a partridge in the hill country.”

26:21 Saul replied, “I have sinned. Come back, my son David. I won’t harm you, for you treated my life with value this day. I have behaved foolishly and have made a very terrible mistake!” 26:22 David replied, “Here is the king’s spear! Let one of your servants cross over and get it. 26:23 The Lord rewards each man for his integrity and loyalty. Even though today the Lord delivered you into my hand, I was not willing to extend my hand against the Lord’s chosen one. 26:24 In the same way that I valued your life this day, may the Lord value my life and deliver me from all danger.” 26:25 Saul replied to David, “May you be rewarded, my son David! You will without question be successful!” So David went on his way, and Saul returned to his place.

Prayer

Lord, You empower us to choose to give to You what is Yours, including our obedience and Your sole right to vengeance.  May I have the wisdom to refrain from usurping you in my life, especially when I am angry, fearful, or hurt.

Commentary

Once again the foolish Saul marched 3,000 men out to attack David.  David heard of his coming and had his men locate his camp.

David took one volunteer and snuck into Saul's camp at night – the Lord God had caused all of the men to sleep unusually deeply.  While they could have killed Saul with his own spear, David again decided to let the Lord God deal with him, so they instead took his spear and his water container and left.

David then called out to Abner, Saul's closest General, to taunt him for not protecting Saul.  When Saul heard David's voice he called to him.  David again explained that he could have killed Saul but that he felt that would be wrong – because Saul was the Lord God's anointed.

David challenged Saul to justify his effort to kill him, and Saul confessed once-again that he was wrong in doing so and that David would be blessed in all that he did, so Saul returned home and David to his stronghold.

Interaction

Consider

David had every right to kill Saul and the Lord God gave him the opportunity.  David had to make a choice, one that was designed to test and to build his character.

Discuss

David did not take Saul up on his request to come to where he was, could it have been because David knew that because of the influence of “evil spirits” that Saul's temperament was too erratic to trust?

Reflect

The text does not mention David feeling bad about taking Saul's things, as he had felt badly about clipping Saul's robe and taunting him previously; indeed, this time he taunted Abner and without remorse.

Share

When have you been tempted to “get even” for some perceived slight or wrongful treatment?

Faith in Action

Prayer:

Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to you a place where you may need to turn away from trying to “get even” for some perceived slight or wrongful treatment.

Action:

Today I will confess my wrong heart-condition.  I will instead forgive the one who has offended me and pray for a blessing upon that person.

Be Specific  ______________________________________________________

Wednesday

1 Samuel 27

David Aligns Himself with the Philistines

27:1 David thought to himself, “One of these days I’m going to be swept away by the hand of Saul! There is nothing better for me than to escape to the land of the Philistines. Then Saul will despair of searching for me through all the territory of Israel and I will escape from his hand.”

27:2 So David left and crossed over to King Achish son of Maoch of Gath accompanied by his six hundred men. 27:3 David settled with Achish in Gath, along with his men and their families. David had with him his two wives, Ahinoam the Jezreelite and Abigail the Carmelite, Nabal’s widow. 27:4 When Saul learned that David had fled to Gath, he did not mount a new search for him.

27:5 David said to Achish, “If I have found favor with you, let me be given a place in one of the country towns so that I can live there. Why should your servant settle in the royal city with you?” 27:6 So Achish gave him Ziklag on that day. (For that reason Ziklag has belonged to the kings of Judah until this very day.) 27:7 The length of time that David lived in the Philistine countryside was a year and four months.

27:8 Then David and his men went up and raided the Geshurites, the Girzites, and the Amalekites. (They had been living in that land for a long time, from the approach to Shur as far as the land of Egypt.) 27:9 When David would attack a district, he would leave neither man nor woman alive. He would take sheep, cattle, donkeys, camels, and clothing and would then go back to Achish. 27:10 When Achish would ask, “Where did you raid today?” David would say, “The Negev of Judah” or “The Negev of Jeharmeel” or “The Negev of the Kenites.” 27:11 Neither man nor woman would David leave alive so as to bring them back to Gath. He was thinking, “This way they can’t tell on us, saying, ‘This is what David did.’” Such was his practice the entire time that he lived in the country of the Philistines. 27:12 So Achish trusted David, thinking to himself, “He is really hated among his own people in Israel! From now on he will be my servant.”

Prayer

Lord, You provide a safe haven for those whom You have called to serve You, and You may even use the foolishness of unbelievers as Your tools.  May I trust You to always meet my real needs.

Commentary

The Philistines were the mortal enemies of Israel and had they been faithful when they took the Promised Land the tribes with whom they had striven for generations would have been obliterated.

David tired of being chased in Israel by Saul so he migrated to Philistine territory for a while with the permission of King Achish son of Maoch of Gath.  They knew that he was at-odds with Saul, and that David had re-married outside of the royal family, therefore they trusted him.

David took advantage of their trust and from the small city they gave to him ran raiding parties against Philistine villages, killing everyone to cover his tracks, and bring back the spoils as if they came from battles with supporters of Saul.

Interaction

Consider

Since the Israelites were in a continuous state of war with the Philistines David was under no obligation to assist them in any way, and he was free to deceive and to destroy, as an act of war.

Discuss

How isolated must David's town of Ziklag in Palestinian territory have been that he could travel with his small army, obliterate an entire village, and return with pillage and not be observed and reported to King Achish?

Reflect

Just as God had done during the taking of the Promised Land, He again provides for those whom He called to His service by taking away from pagan enemies of truth.

Share

When have you been blessed by the Lord God's provision and discovered that it was via an unexpected non-believer source?

Faith in Action

Prayer:

Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to you an opportunity to tell His story in a context that is usually-blocked to evangelism, or to assist/support someone who has such an opportunity.

Action:

Today I will step out in faith to “raid the enemy camp”, the enemy being satan and those who are his until they surrender to the lordship of Christ, and share the truth that is the good news of salvation.  Or, I will assist and/or support someone who has such an opportunity; perhaps a missionary in an atheist, communist, or Muslim, or other anti-Christian area.

Be Specific  ______________________________________________________

Thursday

1 Samuel 28

The Witch of Endor

28:1 In those days the Philistines gathered their troops for war in order to fight Israel. Achish said to David, “You should fully understand that you and your men must go with me into the battle.” 28:2 David replied to Achish, “That being the case, you will come to know what your servant can do!” Achish said to David, “Then I will make you my bodyguard from now on.”

28:3 Now Samuel had died, and all Israel had lamented over him and had buried him in Ramah, his hometown. In the meantime Saul had removed the mediums and magicians from the land. 28:4 The Philistines assembled; they came and camped at Shunem. Saul mustered all Israel and camped at Gilboa. 28:5 When Saul saw the camp of the Philistines, he was absolutely terrified. 28:6 So Saul inquired of the Lord, but the Lord did not answer him – not by dreams nor by Urim nor by the prophets. 28:7 So Saul instructed his servants, “Find me a woman who is a medium, so that I may go to her and inquire of her.” His servants replied to him, “There is a woman who is a medium in Endor.”

28:8 So Saul disguised himself and put on other clothing and left, accompanied by two of his men. They came to the woman at night and said, “Use your ritual pit to conjure up for me the one I tell you.”

28:9 But the woman said to him, “Look, you are aware of what Saul has done; he has removed the mediums and magicians from the land! Why are you trapping me so you can put me to death?” 28:10 But Saul swore an oath to her by the Lord, “As surely as the Lord lives, you will not incur guilt in this matter!” 28:11 The woman replied, “Who is it that I should bring up for you?” He said, “Bring up for me Samuel.”

28:12 When the woman saw Samuel, she cried out loudly. The woman said to Saul, “Why have you deceived me? You are Saul!” 28:13 The king said to her, “Don’t be afraid! What have you seen?” The woman replied to Saul, “I have seen one like a god coming up from the ground!” 28:14 He said to her, “What about his appearance?” She said, “An old man is coming up! He is wrapped in a robe!”

Then Saul realized it was Samuel, and he bowed his face toward the ground and kneeled down. 28:15 Samuel said to Saul, “Why have you disturbed me by bringing me up?” Saul replied, “I am terribly troubled! The Philistines are fighting against me and God has turned away from me. He does not answer me – not by the prophets nor by dreams. So I have called on you to tell me what I should do.”

28:16 Samuel said, “Why are you asking me, now that the Lord has turned away from you and has become your enemy? 28:17 The Lord has done exactly as I prophesied! The Lord has torn the kingdom from your hand and has given it to your neighbor David! 28:18 Since you did not obey the Lord and did not carry out his fierce anger against the Amalekites, the Lord has done this thing to you today. 28:19 The Lord will hand you and Israel over to the Philistines! Tomorrow both you and your sons will be with me. The Lord will also hand the army of Israel over to the Philistines!”

28:20 Saul quickly fell full length on the ground and was very afraid because of Samuel’s words. He was completely drained of energy, not having eaten anything all that day and night. 28:21 When the woman came to Saul and saw how terrified he was, she said to him, “Your servant has done what you asked. I took my life into my own hands and did what you told me. 28:22 Now it’s your turn to listen to your servant! Let me set before you a bit of bread so that you can eat. When you regain your strength, you can go on your way.”

28:23 But he refused, saying, “I won’t eat!” Both his servants and the woman urged him to eat, so he gave in. He got up from the ground and sat down on the bed. 28:24 Now the woman had a well-fed calf at her home that she quickly slaughtered. Taking some flour, she kneaded bread and baked it without leaven. 28:25 She brought it to Saul and his servants, and they ate. Then they arose and left that same night.

Prayer

Lord, You have warned us against witchcraft in any and all forms.  May I be faithful in living and teaching Your truth which protects us against the deceptions of the evil one via cleverly promoted and popularized versions of witchcraft.

Commentary

The Philistines gathered to make full-scale war against Israel.  Saul was terrified at the sight of them and tried to consult the Lord God but “... the Lord did not answer him – not by dreams nor by Urim nor by the prophets” – Saul's prior rebellion had created a rift in his relationship with God.

The term “Urim” is often paired with the word “Thummin” and refer to stones used in a loosely described means to discern God's will via lot; the stones are rolled and how they come up provides a simple answer or non-answer.  There are multiple references to them in the OT.

Saul, desperate for some insight then calls for his advisors to locate a witch, despite his edit that they be driven out of Israel following the death of Samuel.  The text provides no explanation as to why Saul would take such an action but one may speculate that it may have been an act of respect toward the deceased Samuel.

Saul disguised himself and asked a suspicious and fearful witch to conjure-up Samuel.  The witch was terrified when she saw a vision of Samuel and then realized that the man was Saul – but he reassured her that she was safe.

There are several difficult questions raised in this text; Can a witch really raise the spirit of a dead person and cause them to appear as a vision and communicate?  If so, what of the Biblical teaching that none may communicate with the dead, and that when one sees a being claiming to be a dead person it is a deceiving demon?  If it was not Samuel what/who was it?  The vision claimed to be Samuel and did give a correct rendering of Samuel's past prophesy and of the events to come.  What does this mean to those who assert that the dead in Christ are immediately in Heaven?  Does it mean that in linear time they are not, they must await the Great Judgment, but in the timeless reality of the Lord God (time itself was created by God for us, He is not controlled or limited by it) they are?

It is not the purpose of these survey-type studies to fully address and resolve such matters but it is important that we be aware of them and trust the Lord God to reveal to us what we know when we truly need to know – and to be content with that.

Interaction

Consider

Saul continued to make impulsive and wrong decisions.  First he bans witches then when in need he consults one.

Discuss

How confused must Saul's advisors have been with his constantly changing priorities?

Reflect

Samuel had previously warned Saul that the next time he saw him he would die.

Share

When have you had to deal with someone in authority who frequently changed directions and sometimes in very contradictory ways?

Faith in Action

Prayer:

Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to you where you may be selling-out a righteous walk with the Lord for the sake of what appears to be an easier road or a quick fix to a problem.

Action:

Today I will confess and accept the Lord God's forgiveness for my wrong choice(s).  I will repent, turn-away, and walk the more difficult path – but one in agreement with the Lord's teaching and not that of the world.  The bad choice may be self-medicating with adrenaline-risks, alcohol, drugs, gambling, sex, spending, or violence as a way to cope with difficulties, or it may be selling-out to the various forms of witchcraft that have invaded modern Western society at a level not experienced since the Dark Ages.

Be Specific  ______________________________________________________

Friday

1 Samuel 29-30

David Is Rejected by the Philistine Leaders

29:1 The Philistines assembled all their troops at Aphek, while Israel camped at the spring that is in Jezreel. 29:2 When the leaders of the Philistines were passing in review at the head of their units of hundreds and thousands, David and his men were passing in review in the rear with Achish.

29:3 The leaders of the Philistines asked, “What about these Hebrews?” Achish said to the leaders of the Philistines, “Isn’t this David, the servant of King Saul of Israel, who has been with me for quite some time? I have found no fault with him from the day of his defection until the present time!”

29:4 But the leaders of the Philistines became angry with him and said to him, “Send the man back! Let him return to the place that you assigned him! Don’t let him go down with us into the battle, for he might become our adversary in the battle. What better way to please his lord than with the heads of these men? 29:5 Isn’t this David, of whom they sang as they danced,

‘Saul has struck down his thousands,

but David his tens of thousands’?”

29:6 So Achish summoned David and said to him, “As surely as the Lord lives, you are an honest man, and I am glad to have you serving with me in the army. I have found no fault with you from the day that you first came to me until the present time. But in the opinion of the leaders, you are not reliable. 29:7 So turn and leave in peace. You must not do anything that the leaders of the Philistines consider improper!”

29:8 But David said to Achish, “What have I done? What have you found in your servant from the day that I first came into your presence until the present time, that I shouldn’t go and fight the enemies of my lord the king?” 29:9 Achish replied to David, “I am convinced that you are as reliable as the angel of God! However, the leaders of the Philistines have said, ‘He must not go up with us in the battle.’ 29:10 So get up early in the morning along with the servants of your lord who have come with you. When you get up early in the morning, as soon as it is light enough to see, leave.”

29:11 So David and his men got up early in the morning to return to the land of the Philistines, but the Philistines went up to Jezreel.

David Defeats the Amalekites

30:1 On the third day David and his men came to Ziklag. Now the Amalekites had raided the Negev and Ziklag. They attacked Ziklag and burned it. 30:2 They took captive the women who were in it, from the youngest to the oldest, but they did not kill anyone. They simply carried them off and went on their way.

30:3 When David and his men came to the city, they found it burned. Their wives, sons, and daughters had been taken captive. 30:4 Then David and the men who were with him wept loudly until they could weep no more. 30:5 David’s two wives had been taken captive – Ahinoam the Jezreelite and Abigail the Carmelite, Nabal’s widow. 30:6 David was very upset, for the men were thinking of stoning him; each man grieved bitterly over his sons and daughters. But David drew strength from the Lord his God.

30:7 Then David said to the priest Abiathar son of Ahimelech, “Bring me the ephod.” So Abiathar brought the ephod to David. 30:8 David inquired of the Lord, saying, “Should I pursue this raiding band? Will I overtake them?” He said to him, “Pursue, for you will certainly overtake them and carry out a rescue!”

30:9 So David went, accompanied by his six hundred men. When he came to the Wadi Besor, those who were in the rear stayed there. 30:10 David and four hundred men continued the pursuit, but two hundred men who were too exhausted to cross the Wadi Besor stayed there.

30:11 Then they found an Egyptian in the field and brought him to David. They gave him bread to eat and water to drink. 30:12 They gave him a slice of pressed figs and two bunches of raisins to eat. This greatly refreshed him, for he had not eaten food or drunk water for three days and three nights. 30:13 David said to him, “To whom do you belong, and where are you from?” The young man said, “I am an Egyptian, the servant of an Amalekite man. My master abandoned me when I was ill for three days. 30:14 We conducted a raid on the Negev of the Kerethites, on the area of Judah, and on the Negev of Caleb. We burned Ziklag.” 30:15 David said to him, “Can you take us down to this raiding party?” He said, “Swear to me by God that you will not kill me or hand me over to my master, and I will take you down to this raiding party.”

30:16 So he took David down, and they found them spread out over the land. They were eating and drinking and enjoying themselves because of all the loot they had taken from the land of the Philistines and from the land of Judah. 30:17 But David struck them down from twilight until the following evening. None of them escaped, with the exception of four hundred young men who got away on camels. 30:18 David retrieved everything the Amalekites had taken; he also rescued his two wives. 30:19 There was nothing missing, whether small or great. He retrieved sons and daughters, the plunder, and everything else they had taken. David brought everything back. 30:20 David took all the flocks and herds and drove them in front of the rest of the animals. People were saying, “This is David’s plunder!”

30:21 Then David approached the two hundred men who had been too exhausted to go with him, those whom they had left at the Wadi Besor. They went out to meet David and the people who were with him. When David approached the people, he asked how they were doing. 30:22 But all the evil and worthless men among those who had gone with David said, “Since they didn’t go with us, we won’t give them any of the loot we retrieved! They may take only their wives and children. Let them lead them away and be gone!”

30:23 But David said, “No! You shouldn’t do this, my brothers. Look at what the Lord has given us! He has protected us and has delivered into our hands the raiding party that came against us. 30:24 Who will listen to you in this matter? The portion of the one who went down into the battle will be the same as the portion of the one who remained with the equipment! Let their portions be the same!”

30:25 From that time onward it was a binding ordinance for Israel, right up to the present time.

30:26 When David came to Ziklag, he sent some of the plunder to the elders of Judah who were his friends, saying, “Here’s a gift for you from the looting of the Lord’s enemies!” 30:27 The gift was for those in the following locations: for those in Bethel, Ramoth Negev, and Jattir; 30:28 for those in Aroer, Siphmoth, Eshtemoa, 30:29 and Racal; for those in the cities of the Jerahmeelites and Kenites; 30:30 for those in Hormah, Bor Ashan, Athach, 30:31 and Hebron; and for those in whatever other places David and his men had traveled.

Prayer

Lord, when those who are obediently Yours are harmed, You restore them beyond what they first possessed.  May I be faithful that You might keep and increase me despite my enemies so that I may have more resources with which to serve You.

Commentary

As the Philistines gathered to do war with Saul they decided to not allow David to join them.  He protested but even though his host, King Achich, thought him faithful (since he did not know of David's raiding parties) the other Philistine leaders did not trust him.

While they were away from their temporary home in Philistine country the Amalekites raided, burning everything and taking the people, women and children and elderly.  David's band of men were angry and upset but he consulted the Lord God Who said to go after them.

They caught up with the Amelites and destroyed all but 400 young fighters who escaped on camels.  They not only recovered everything that was taken from them but much more plunder that the Amekites had gathered.

Two hundred of David's six hundred had been too exhausted to finish the chase but David insisted that the plunder be evenly divided.  He also have some of the plunder to those who were friendly to him in Israel.

Interaction

Consider

David had done such a good job of covering his tracks from secret raids that King Achich was willing to vouch for him to his fellow Philistines.

Discuss

Isn't it encouraging that while the Lord God allowed the temporary homes of David and his men to be destroyed and their families and possessions taken He prevented the Amalekites from killing any of them and then blessed David by returning everything and a lot more?

Reflect

The Philistine leaders understood the depth of tribal loyalty among the Israelites and therefore distrusted David.

Share

When have you suffered an unexpected loss but had it restored and even more?

Faith in Action

Prayer:

Ask the Holy Spirit to encourage you in a circumstance of loss.

Action:

Today I will trust the Lord God in prayer with whatever loss I have suffered.  I will wait on Him to discover how He will make something good from the bad.  It may be a testimony during the sadness of a death, maturity gained in a troubled period in relationships, a new (and perhaps different) start where prior employment or other activity has ended, or an actual restoration and improvement in possessions.  In everything I will give God all of the glory.

Be Specific  ______________________________________________________

Saturday

1 Samuel 31

The Death of Saul

31:1 Now the Philistines were fighting against Israel. The men of Israel fled from the Philistines and many of them fell dead on Mount Gilboa. 31:2 The Philistines stayed right on the heels of Saul and his sons. They struck down Saul’s sons Jonathan, Abinadab, and Malki-Shua. 31:3 Saul himself was in the thick of the battle; the archers spotted him and wounded him severely.

31:4 Saul said to his armor bearer, “Draw your sword and stab me with it! Otherwise these uncircumcised people will come, stab me, and torture me.” But his armor bearer refused to do it, because he was very afraid. So Saul took his sword and fell on it. 31:5 When his armor bearer saw that Saul was dead, he also fell on his own sword and died with him. 31:6 So Saul, his three sons, his armor bearer, and all his men died together that day.

31:7 When the men of Israel who were in the valley and across the Jordan saw that the men of Israel had fled and that Saul and his sons were dead, they abandoned the cities and fled. The Philistines came and occupied them.

31:8 The next day, when the Philistines came to strip loot from the corpses, they discovered Saul and his three sons lying dead on Mount Gilboa. 31:9 They cut off Saul’s head and stripped him of his armor. They sent messengers to announce the news in the temple of their idols and among their people throughout the surrounding land of the Philistines. 31:10 They placed Saul’s armor in the temple of the Ashtoreths and hung his corpse on the city wall of Beth Shan.

31:11 When the residents of Jabesh Gilead heard what the Philistines had done to Saul, 31:12 all their warriors set out and traveled throughout the night. They took Saul’s corpse and the corpses of his sons from the city wall of Beth Shan and went to Jabesh, where they burned them. 31:13 They took the bones and buried them under the tamarisk tree at Jabesh; then they fasted for seven days.

Prayer

Lord, sometimes You express Your permissive will, allowing humankind to make choices and deal with the consequences, and sometimes You declare a certain path and it is always done.  May I pray and study, gaining knowledge and understanding so that Your Holy Spirit will grant me the wisdom to recognize the difference.

Commentary

Saul went to war with the Palestines without the blessing and protection of the Lord God, indeed God had prophesied through a vision of Samuel that he and his sons would be killed and his army fall to the enemy.

As prophesied Saul's sons were killed, as was Saul, and Saul was decapitated.  His body (head and torso) and that of his sons were hung on the city wall of Beth Shan.

Israelites in Jabesh Gilead, apparently not involved in the battle, heard what had been done with the bodies and traveled by night to recover and burn the bodies, then they fasted for seven days.

Interaction

Consider

Saul was doomed from the moment the battle began because the Lord God had decided that his time as king had ended.

Discuss

Do you think it was wise for the warriors from Jabesh Gilead to risk their lives to recover the bodies of Saul and his sons?

Reflect

The Lord God allowed the pagan Philistines to serve as His instruments to remove Saul from leadership.

Share

When have you experienced or observed the Lord God working His will in the lives of His people through the instrument of non-believers?

Faith in Action

Prayer:

Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to you a place where a non-believer either has been or is being used as an instrument of the Lord God in your life.

Action:

Today I will raise a prayer of thanks or a prayer for protection and wisdom for the non-believer whom the Lord God has chosen as His instrument in my life.

Be Specific  ______________________________________________________

All Bible text is from the NET unless otherwise indicated - http://bible.org 

Note 1:  These Studies often rely upon the guidance of the NET Translators from their associated notes.    Careful attention has been given to cite that source where it has been quoted directly or closely paraphrased.  Feedback is encouraged where credit has not been sufficiently assigned.

Note 2:  When NET text is quoted in commentary and discussion all pronouns referring to God are capitalized, though they are lower-case in the original NET text.

Commentary text is from David M. Colburn, D.Min. unless otherwise noted.

Copyright © 2010 by David M. Colburn.  This is a BibleSeven Study – Section 1 of the series, “Exodus” – prepared by David M. Colburn and edited for bible.org in August of 2010.  This text may be used for non-profit educational purposes only, with credit; all other usage requires prior written consent of the author.

