These weekly sets of daily studies are in first-draft form.

Your input is welcomed and saved to improve them for the 

next stage of edits which will be posted as updates to 

http://bibleseven.com/b7/b7studies.html and, following 

further editing, to http://bible.org
A Study with Daily Application

1 Samuel

By: David M. Colburn

1 Samuel 1-7

The prior Section 

Sunday

1 Samuel 1

Hannah Gives Birth to Samuel

1:1 There was a man from Ramathaim Zophim, from the hill country of Ephraim, whose name was Elkanah. He was the son of Jeroham, the son of Elihu, the son of Tohu, the son of Zuph, an Ephraimite. 1:2 He had two wives; the name of the first was Hannah and the name of the second was Peninnah. Now Peninnah had children, but Hannah was childless.

1:3 Year after year this man would go up from his city to worship and to sacrifice to the Lord of hosts at Shiloh. It was there that the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phineas, served as the Lord’s priests. 1:4 Whenever the day came for Elkanah to sacrifice, he used to give meat portions to his wife Peninnah and to all her sons and daughters. 1:5 But he would give a double portion to Hannah, because he especially loved her. Now the Lord had not enabled her to have children. 1:6 Her rival wife used to upset her and make her worry, for the Lord had not enabled her to have children. 1:7 Peninnah would behave this way year after year. Whenever Hannah went up to the Lord’s house, Peninnah would upset her so that she would weep and refuse to eat. 1:8 Finally her husband Elkanah said to her, “Hannah, why do you weep and not eat? Why are you so sad? Am I not better to you than ten sons?”

1:9 On one occasion in Shiloh, after they had finished eating and drinking, Hannah got up. (Now at the time Eli the priest was sitting in his chair by the doorpost of the Lord’s temple.) 1:10 She was very upset as she prayed to the Lord, and she was weeping uncontrollably. 1:11 She made a vow saying, “O Lord of hosts, if you will look with compassion on the suffering of your female servant, remembering me and not forgetting your servant, and give a male child to your servant, then I will dedicate him to the Lord all the days of his life. His hair will never be cut.”

1:12 As she continued praying to the Lord, Eli was watching her mouth. 1:13 Now Hannah was speaking from her heart. Although her lips were moving, her voice was inaudible. Eli therefore thought she was drunk. 1:14 So he said to her, “How often do you intend to get drunk? Put away your wine!”

1:15 But Hannah replied, “That’s not the way it is, my lord! I am under a great deal of stress. I have drunk neither wine nor beer. Rather, I have poured out my soul to the Lord. 1:16 Don’t consider your servant a wicked woman, for until now I have spoken from my deep pain and anguish.”

1:17 Eli replied, “Go in peace, and may the God of Israel grant the request that you have asked of him.” 1:18 She said, “May I, your servant, find favor in your sight.” So the woman went her way and got something to eat. Her face no longer looked sad.

1:19 They got up early the next morning and after worshiping the Lord, they returned to their home at Ramah. Elkanah had marital relations with his wife Hannah, and the Lord remembered her. 1:20 After some time Hannah became pregnant and gave birth to a son. She named him Samuel, thinking, “I asked the Lord for him.

Hannah Dedicates Samuel to the Lord

1:21 This man Elkanah went up with all his family to make the yearly sacrifice to the Lord and to keep his vow, 1:22 but Hannah did not go up with them. Instead she told her husband, “Once the boy is weaned, I will bring him and appear before the Lord, and he will remain there from then on.”

1:23 So her husband Elkanah said to her, “Do what you think best. Stay until you have weaned him. May the Lord fulfill his promise.”

So the woman stayed and nursed her son until she had weaned him. 1:24 Once she had weaned him, she took him up with her, along with three bulls, an ephah of flour, and a container of wine. She brought him to the Lord’s house at Shiloh, even though he was young. 1:25 Once the bull had been slaughtered, they brought the boy to Eli. 1:26 She said, “Just as surely as you are alive, my lord, I am the woman who previously stood here with you in order to pray to the Lord. 1:27 I prayed for this boy, and the Lord has given me the request that I asked of him. 1:28 Now I dedicate him to the Lord. From this time on he is dedicated to the Lord.” Then they worshiped the Lord there.

Prayer

Lord, sometimes the sacrifices You ask of us are greater than other times, but at all times Your will for our lives is perfect.  May I never doubt Your goodness.

Commentary

Hannah was desperate to bear a child.  Her husband's other wife had children and would taunt her to tears about her infertility.

One day Hannah prayed in Lord's house, the tabernacle, but this time she was so distraught that she had not eaten and was so overcome with angst that her lips did not appear the priest Eli to move, so he accused her of being drunk.

Hannah pled her innocence and explained her tribulation and just-confessed willingness to give her son to the Lord God's service if he would give her a son.  She promised the Lord that he would fulfill the Nazarite vow of uncut hair and other requirements.  Eli recognized her honesty in the matter and assured her that the Lord had heard her and would bless her.

Hannah had a son and when he was still youg enough to have just been weaned, which could have been as little as 15 months or as long as 5 years but is generally thought to have been about 3 years of age, she brought him to the priest Eli to serve and be trained in the tabernacle.

Interaction

Consider

Eli was apparently not used to people praying in severe emotional distress and earnest.

Discuss

Did God allow Hannah to deepen in her desire to bear a child until she would be willing to accept His gift and then return it to Him in only 3 years?

Reflect

Hanna's obsession with giving birth to son, even one she would surrender at the age of 3, was driven by worldly pressures but became an instrument of God in raising up a new priest for Israel.

Share

When have you negotiated wth God in prayer?

Faith in Action

Prayer:

Ask the Holy Spirit to show you a place in your life where He had blessed you and now expects you to return something.

Action:

Today I will prayerfully submit to the Holy Spirit so as to discern which of God's gifts to me are now ready to be returned to Him.  Perhaps it is from my Biblical-Christian discipleship, my practical skills education, my restored health, my long-sought employment and income, etc.  I will share this with a fellow believer as a testimony.

Be Specific  ______________________________________________________

Monday

1 Samuel 2

Hannah Exalts the Lord in Prayer

2:1 Hannah prayed,  “My heart rejoices in the Lord; my horn is exalted high because of the Lord. I loudly denounce my enemies, for I am happy that you delivered me.

2:2 No one is holy like the Lord!  There is no one other than you! There is no rock like our God!

2:3 Don’t keep speaking so arrogantly, letting proud talk come out of your mouth! For the Lord is a God who knows; he evaluates what people do.

2:4 The bows of warriors are shattered, but those who stumble find their strength reinforced.

2:5 Those who are well-fed hire themselves out to earn food, but the hungry no longer lack.  Even the barren woman gives birth to seven, but the one with many children withers away.

2:6 The Lord both kills and gives life; he brings down to the grave and raises up.

2:7 The Lord impoverishes and makes wealthy; he humbles and he exalts.

2:8 He lifts the weak from the dust; he raises the poor from the ash heap to seat them with princes and to bestow on them an honored position. The foundations of the earth belong to the Lord, and he has placed the world on them.

2:9 He watches over his holy ones, but the wicked are made speechless in the darkness, for it is not by one’s own strength that one prevails.

2:10 The Lord shatters his adversaries; he thunders against them from the heavens. The Lord executes judgment to the ends of the earth.  He will strengthen his king and exalt the power of his anointed one.”

2:11 Then Elkanah went back home to Ramah. But the boy was serving the Lord under the supervision of Eli the priest.

Eli’s Sons Misuse Their Sacred Office

2:12 The sons of Eli were wicked men. They did not recognize the Lord’s authority. 2:13 Now the priests would always treat the people in the following way: Whenever anyone was making a sacrifice, while the meat was boiling, the priest’s attendant would come with a three-pronged fork in his hand. 2:14 He would jab it into the basin, kettle, caldron, or pot, and everything that the fork brought up the priest would take for himself. This is what they used to do to all the Israelites when they came there to Shiloh.

2:15 Even before they burned the fat, the priest’s attendant would come and say to the person who was making the sacrifice, “Hand over some meat for the priest to roast! He won’t take boiled meat from you, but only raw.” 2:16 If the individual said to him, “First let the fat be burned away, and then take for yourself whatever you wish,” he would say, “No! Hand it over right now! If you don’t, I will take it forcibly!”

2:17 The sin of these young men was very great in the Lord’s sight, for they treated the Lord’s offering with contempt.

2:18 Now Samuel was ministering before the Lord. The boy was dressed in a linen ephod. 2:19 His mother used to make him a small robe and bring it up to him at regular intervals when she would go up with her husband to make the annual sacrifice. 2:20 Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife saying, “May the Lord raise up for you descendants from this woman to replace the one that she dedicated to the Lord.” Then they would go to their home. 2:21 So the Lord graciously attended to Hannah, and she was able to conceive and gave birth to three sons and two daughters. The boy Samuel grew up at the Lord’s sanctuary.

2:22 Now Eli was very old when he heard about everything that his sons used to do to all the people of Israel and how they used to have sex with the women who were stationed at the entrance to the tent of meeting. 2:23 He said to them, “Why do you behave in this way? For I hear about these evil things from all these people. 2:24 This ought not to be, my sons! For the report that I hear circulating among the Lord’s people is not good. 2:25 If a man sins against a man, one may appeal to God on his behalf. But if a man sins against the Lord, who then will intercede for him?” But Eli’s sons would not listen to their father, for the Lord had decided to kill them.

2:26 Now the boy Samuel was growing up and finding favor both with the Lord and with people.

The Lord Judges the House of Eli

2:27 A man of God came to Eli and said to him, “This is what the Lord says: ‘Did I not plainly reveal myself to your ancestor’s house when they were in Egypt in the house of Pharaoh? 2:28 I chose your ancestor from all the tribes of Israel to be my priest, to offer sacrifice on my altar, to burn incense, and to bear the ephod before me. I gave to your ancestor’s house all the fire offerings made by the Israelites. 2:29 Why are you scorning my sacrifice and my offering that I commanded for my dwelling place? You have honored your sons more than you have me by having made yourselves fat from the best parts of all the offerings of my people Israel.’

2:30 Therefore the Lord, the God of Israel, says, ‘I really did say that your house and your ancestor’s house would serve me forever.’ But now the Lord says, ‘May it never be! For I will honor those who honor me, but those who despise me will be cursed! 2:31 In fact, days are coming when I will remove your strength and the strength of your father’s house. There will not be an old man in your house! 2:32 You will see trouble in my dwelling place! Israel will experience blessings, but there will not be an old man in your house for all time. 2:33 Any one of you that I do not cut off from my altar, I will cause your eyes to fail and will cause you grief. All of those born to your family will die in the prime of life. 2:34 This will be a confirming sign for you that will be fulfilled through your two sons, Hophni and Phinehas: in a single day they both will die! 2:35 Then I will raise up for myself a faithful priest. He will do what is in my heart and soul. I will build for him a secure dynasty and he will serve my chosen one for all time. 2:36 Everyone who remains in your house will come to bow before him for a little money and for a scrap of bread. Each will say, ‘Assign me to a priestly task so I can eat a scrap of bread.’”

Prayer

Lord, You bless those who honor You, and You punish those who misuse the authority You have delegated to them.  May I remember to give You all of the praise and walk in Your ways.

Commentary

Hannah gave great praise to the Lord God for answered prayer.  Each year she would bring a new robe for Samuel to wear in his service to the Lord.  Eli prayed for her and the Lord gave her three more sons and two daughters.

Eli's sons abused their authority and position, brashly and publically they were selfishly stealing from the offerings.

Eli was an old man and hear about the sins of his sons.  He challenged them as to why they were stealing, and even having sex with women at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting, warning them that because of their position their sin was unforgiveably against the Lord and not a fellow man.  They were unrepentent as their hearts were hard.  The Lord did not soften their hearts as He had decided to punish them as the Law required.

An angel “a man of God” came to Eli to challenge him for tolerating the sin of his sons.  He delivered the Lord God's curse upon his family and the prophesy that another priest from another family would be raised up to take his place.

Interaction

Consider

Hannah remembered to give due praise to the Lord God and He continued to bless her faithfulness.

Discuss

The sons of Eli knew the expectations of God and His clearly-stated consequences for a priest who abused his position.  Why would they not only violate God's instructions but do so without any effort at subterfuge?

Reflect

Eli gave the Lord God no grounds upon which to deal with his evils sons, perhaps to punish and restore them, or to miraculously replace them (Eli was old) because he took no action when he learned of their evil deeds.

Share

When have you experienced or observed the Lord's blessing and praise given to Him to others?  Did He expand His blessing?

Faith in Action

Prayer:

Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to you a place where you are behaving wrongly before the Lord, or someone over whom you have some authority is doing so.

Action:

Today I will confess and repent of my sin, I will seek forgiveness from the Lord (and anyone I have offended), and I will walk toward restoration of my damaged relationships with others and the Lord.  If I am in authority (as a parent, teacher, elder, employer, etc.) or I am a peer I will honor the Lord's New Testament teaching that I am to confront my brother in love when I see them in sin.  I will walk alongside my brother through confession, repentence, forgiveness, and restoration.  If I am in some sort of position of spiritual authority I will not fail to confront sin among those over whom I have authority.

Be Specific  ______________________________________________________

Tuesday

1 Samuel 3 – 4:1a

The Call of Samuel

3:1 Now the boy Samuel continued serving the Lord under Eli’s supervision. Word from the Lord was rare in those days; revelatory visions were infrequent.

3:2 Eli’s eyes had begun to fail, so that he was unable to see well. At that time he was lying down in his place, 3:3 and the lamp of God had not yet been extinguished. Samuel was lying down in the temple of the Lord as well; the ark of God was also there. 3:4 The Lord called to Samuel, and he replied, “Here I am!” 3:5 Then he ran to Eli and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But Eli said, “I didn’t call you. Go back and lie down.” So he went back and lay down. 3:6 The Lord again called, “Samuel!” So Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But Eli said, “I didn’t call you, my son. Go back and lie down.”

3:7 Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord; the word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to him. 3:8 Then the Lord called Samuel a third time. So he got up and went to Eli and said, “Here I am, for you called me!” Eli then realized that it was the Lord who was calling the boy. 3:9 So Eli said to Samuel, “Go back and lie down. When he calls you, say, “Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.” So Samuel went back and lay down in his place.

3:10 Then the Lord came and stood nearby, calling as he had previously done, “Samuel! Samuel!” Samuel replied, “Speak, for your servant is listening!” 3:11 The Lord said to Samuel, “Look! I am about to do something in Israel; when anyone hears about it, both of his ears will tingle. 3:12 On that day I will carry out against Eli everything that I spoke about his house – from start to finish! 3:13 You should tell him that I am about to judge his house forever because of the sin that he knew about. For his sons were cursing God, and he did not rebuke them. 3:14 Therefore I swore an oath to the house of Eli, ‘The sin of the house of Eli can never be forgiven by sacrifice or by grain offering.’”

3:15 So Samuel lay down until morning. Then he opened the doors of the Lord’s house. But Samuel was afraid to tell Eli about the vision. 3:16 However, Eli called Samuel and said, “Samuel, my son!” He replied, “Here I am.” 3:17 Eli said, “What message did he speak to you? Don’t conceal it from me. God will judge you severely if you conceal from me anything that he said to you!”

3:18 So Samuel told him everything. He did not hold back anything from him. Eli said, “The Lord will do what he pleases.” 3:19 Samuel continued to grow, and the Lord was with him. None of his prophecies fell to the ground unfulfilled. 3:20 All Israel from Dan to Beer Sheba realized that Samuel was confirmed as a prophet of the Lord. 3:21 Then the Lord again appeared in Shiloh, for it was in Shiloh that the Lord had revealed himself to Samuel through the word of the Lord. 

4:1 Samuel revealed the word of the Lord to all Israel.

Prayer

Lord, You choose those who serve You and You hold them accountable to Your standard.  May I always be as ready to serve and careful to avoid sin.

Commentary

Samuel was old enough for the Lord God to call him into the priesthood and because the sin of Eli's sons, and his failure to correct them, had cost them any opportunity to continue their family line and service there was a need for a replacement.

Samuel had not previously heard the voice of God so when the Lord God called to Him, as He later would Mary, Samuel presumed the voice to be that of Eli.  On his third response to Eli the elderly priest realized that the Lord God was calling Samuel and thus instructed him as to how he should respond.

Samuel heard from God His curse upon Eli's family and at Eli's insistance shared it with him the next day.  Samuel became a priest and prophet of great respect within Israel.

Interaction

Consider

Samuel's reply to the Lord God echoed that of His faithful servants before and after his time “... Your servant is listening!”

Discuss

How must Samuel have felt, being compelled to tel the man who had raised and trained him in the priestly service that the Lord God was to kill his sons and end his family line?

Reflect

Samuel's faithfulness served as a conduit for the Lord God to renew His presence among His people through prophesy.

Share

When have you had to deliver a hard message to someone you cared about?

Faith in Action

Prayer:

Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to you a place where He desires to increase your service as His instrument of blessing to others.

Action:

Today I will prayerfully surrender to the Holy Spirit every part of my life so that He may clean me up, teach me, and ready me for a new work.  I will ask a fellow believer to pray in-agreement for my faithfulness in this process.

Be Specific  ______________________________________________________

Wednesday

1 Samuel 4:b - 22

The Ark of the Covenant is Lost to the Philistines

Then the Israelites went out to fight the Philistines. They camped at Ebenezer, and the Philistines camped at Aphek. 4:2 The Philistines arranged their forces to fight Israel. As the battle spread out, Israel was defeated by the Philistines, who killed about four thousand men in the battle line in the field.

4:3 When the army came back to the camp, the elders of Israel said, “Why did the Lord let us be defeated today by the Philistines? Let’s take with us the ark of the covenant of the Lord from Shiloh. When it is with us, it will save us from the hand of our enemies.

4:4 So the army sent to Shiloh, and they took from there the ark of the covenant of the Lord of hosts who sits between the cherubim. Now the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phineas, were there with the ark of the covenant of God. 4:5 When the ark of the covenant of the Lord arrived at the camp, all Israel shouted so loudly that the ground shook.

4:6 When the Philistines heard the sound of the shout, they said, “What is this loud shout in the camp of the Hebrews?” Then they realized that the ark of the Lord had arrived at the camp. 4:7 The Philistines were scared because they thought that gods had come to the camp. They said, “Too bad for us! We’ve never seen anything like this! 4:8 Too bad for us! Who can deliver us from the hand of these mighty gods? These are the gods who struck the Egyptians with all sorts of plagues in the desert! 4:9 Be strong and act like men, you Philistines, or else you will wind up serving the Hebrews the way they have served you! Act like men and fight!”

4:10 So the Philistines fought. Israel was defeated; they all ran home. The slaughter was very great; thirty thousand foot soldiers fell in battle. 4:11 The ark of God was taken, and the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phineas, were killed.

Eli Dies

4:12 On that day a Benjaminite ran from the battle lines and came to Shiloh. His clothes were torn and dirt was on his head. 4:13 When he arrived in Shiloh, Eli was sitting in his chair watching by the side of the road, for he was very worried about the ark of God. As the man entered the city to give his report, the whole city cried out.

4:14 When Eli heard the outcry, he said, “What is this commotion?” The man quickly came and told Eli. 4:15 Now Eli was ninety-eight years old and his eyes looked straight ahead; he was unable to see.

4:16 The man said to Eli, “I am the one who came from the battle lines! Just today I fled from the battle lines!” Eli asked, “How did things go, my son?” 4:17 The messenger replied, “Israel has fled from the Philistines! The army has suffered a great defeat! Your two sons, Hophni and Phineas, are dead! The ark of God has been captured!”

4:18 When he mentioned the ark of God, Eli fell backward from his chair beside the gate. He broke his neck and died, for he was old and heavy. He had judged Israel for forty years.

4:19 His daughter-in-law, the wife of Phineas, was pregnant and close to giving birth. When she heard that the ark of God was captured and that her father-in-law and her husband were dead, she doubled over and gave birth. But her labor pains were too much for her. 4:20 As she was dying, the women who were there with her said, “Don’t be afraid! You have given birth to a son!” But she did not reply or pay any attention.

4:21 She named the boy Ichabod, saying, “The glory has departed from Israel,” referring to the capture of the ark of God and the deaths of her father-in-law and her husband. 4:22 She said, “The glory has departed from Israel, because the ark of God has been captured.”

Prayer

Lord, rebellion has consequences, Your children cannot expect blessings from You when they refuse to obey You.  May I consider daily how I might be more faithful.

Commentary

Just as Samuel was stepping into the priesthood and Eli and sons about to be terminated by the Lord God, literally, a military conflict started with the Philistines.

The text does not describe the Israelites seeking the Lord God's will prior to engaging in battle and 4,000 were killed.  They retreated and gathered up Eli's two evil sons and the Ark of the Covenant and returned to the battle.

The Israelites loudly celebrated the arrival of the ark of God, because they had heard of the past military victories associated with its presence, and the Philistines were initially fearful.

The Philistines were encouraged by their leaders to stand their ground and the result was a huge victory and the death of 30,000 Israelite soldiers.  The text added “The ark of God was taken, and the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phineas, were killed.”

When the report of the defeat, the death of his sons, and the capture of the ark of God was brought to Eli the elderly and overweight head priest fell out of his chair and died.

Eli's daughter-in-law through the evil son Phineas also heard the news and as she died in childbirth she named her son Ichabod which meant “The glory has departed from Israel”.

Interaction

Consider

The Israelites had a superstitious relationship with the ark of God rather than one based upon a faith-relationship.

Discuss

Why would the Israelites think that the corrupt and perverse sons of Eli would bring them good fortune in the military engagement?

Reflect

The loss of the covenant was a symbolic crisis in the world of Israel as they viewed it as a superstitious link to God and therefore as necessary to their well-being.

Share

When have you experienced the negative result of poor leadership choices?

Faith in Action

Prayer:

Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to you a place in your life where you are presuming upon God for blessing in a superstitious way rather than striving day-to-day to live humbly before Him, praising Him for all good things.

Action:

Today I will remember that all good things come from God, that He owes me nothing, and that He is due my humble obedience every day.  I will call upon Him in prayer for those things He has promised to those who are obedient and will give testimony to His faithfulness.

Be Specific  ______________________________________________________

Thursday

1 Samuel 5

The Ark Causes Trouble for the Philistines

5:1 Now the Philistines had captured the ark of God and brought it from Ebenezer to Ashdod. 5:2 The Philistines took the ark of God and brought it into the temple of Dagon, where they positioned it beside Dagon. 5:3 When the residents of Ashdod got up early the next day, Dagon was lying on the ground before the ark of the Lord. So they took Dagon and set him back in his place. 5:4 But when they got up early the following day, Dagon was again lying on the ground before the ark of the Lord. The head of Dagon and his two hands were sheared off and were lying at the threshold. Only Dagon’s body was left intact. 5:5 (For this reason, to this very day, neither Dagon’s priests nor anyone else who enters Dagon’s temple step on Dagon’s threshold in Ashdod.)

5:6 The Lord attacked the residents of Ashdod severely, bringing devastation on them. He struck the people of both Ashdod and the surrounding area with sores. 5:7 When the people of Ashdod saw what was happening, they said, “The ark of the God of Israel should not remain with us, for he has attacked both us and our god Dagon!”

5:8 So they assembled all the leaders of the Philistines and asked, “What should we do with the ark of the God of Israel?” They replied, “The ark of the God of Israel should be moved to Gath.” So they moved the ark of the God of Israel.

5:9 But after it had been moved the Lord attacked that city as well, causing a great deal of panic. He struck all the people of that city with sores. 5:10 So they sent the ark of God to Ekron.

But when the ark of God arrived at Ekron, the residents of Ekron cried out saying, “They have brought the ark of the God of Israel here to kill our people!” 5:11 So they assembled all the leaders of the Philistines and said, “Get the ark of the God of Israel out of here! Let it go back to its own place so that it won’t kill us and our people!” The terror of death was throughout the entire city; God was attacking them very severely there. 5:12 The people who did not die were struck with sores; the city’s cry for help went all the way up to heaven.

Prayer

Lord, Your presence is only where You decide it will be, those who falsely claim Your name do so at risk of terrible consequences.  May I always be careful to consult You in prayer and Your Word with care before asserting Your approval for what I say or do.

Commentary

The Philistines had an even more superstitious view of the ark of God than did the Israelites; they believed that when they captured it they not only deprived Israel of their god-in-a-box but that they could transfer His power to their purposes alongside their false god Dagon.

The Lord God first warned them by knocking over the wooden idol of their false god Dagon.  Then the next day He knocked it over and placed its head and hands at the threshold to their temple to their false god.  When they still failed to recognize their error He struck the whole city with sores – so they moved the ark of God to another city.

The Lord God struck the second city with sores so they moved the ark of God to a third city.  The third city protested as they had heard of what had happened to the others but the Lord God struck many there dead and others with sores.  They cried out to the Philistine leaders to return the ark of God to Israel and God heard them.

Interaction

Consider

The Philistines made the error of thinking that the Lord God was a peer to their false god Dagon.

Discuss

Is it possible that the Philistines had a wrong understanding of the Lord God because the Israelites behaved in such a contradictory manner to His law and treated Him, and the ark of God, with superstition rather than a holy relationship?

Reflect

Given the evil that the Philistines had done to Israel and others they had little reason to expect sympathy from anyone.

Share

When have you experienced or observed a non-Christian treating the Lord God like a common pagan idol?

Faith in Action

Prayer:

Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to you a place where you may be carelessly treating the Lord God more like an idol rather than the Holy One with Whom you are blessed to have a relationship.

Action:

Today I will prayerfully confess my carelessness in relationship to the Lord God.  I will pause to seek His direction in the morning, again later ask for His reflection upon my morning, at noon seek again His direction, and in the evening submit to His review of my day.  I will read His word daily to stay connected and praise Him at least once per day to remain humble.

Be Specific  ______________________________________________________

Friday

1 Samuel 6

The Philistines Return the Ark

6:1 When the ark of the Lord had been in the land of the Philistines for seven months, 6:2 the Philistines called the priests and the omen readers, saying, “What should we do with the ark of the Lord? Advise us as to how we should send it back to its place.”

6:3 They replied, “If you are going to send the ark of the God of Israel back, don’t send it away empty. Be sure to return it with a guilt offering. Then you will be healed, and you will understand why his hand is not removed from you.” 6:4 They inquired, “What is the guilt offering that we should send to him?”

They replied, “The Philistine leaders number five. So send five gold sores and five gold mice, for it is the same plague that has afflicted both you and your leaders. 6:5 You should make images of the sores and images of the mice that are destroying the land. You should honor the God of Israel. Perhaps he will release his grip on you, your gods, and your land. 6:6 Why harden your hearts like the Egyptians and Pharaoh did? When God treated them harshly, didn’t the Egyptians send the Israelites on their way? 6:7 So now go and make a new cart. Get two cows that have calves and that have never had a yoke placed on them. Harness the cows to the cart and take their calves from them back to their stalls. 6:8 Then take the ark of the Lord and place it on the cart, and put in a chest beside it the gold objects you are sending to him as a guilt offering. You should then send it on its way. 6:9 But keep an eye on it. If it should go up by the way of its own border to Beth Shemesh, then he has brought this great calamity on us. But if that is not the case, then we will know that it was not his hand that struck us; rather, it just happened to us by accident.”

6:10 So the men did as instructed. They took two cows that had calves and harnessed them to a cart; they also removed their calves to their stalls. 6:11 They put the ark of the Lord on the cart, along with the chest, the gold mice, and the images of the sores. 6:12 Then the cows went directly on the road to Beth Shemesh. They went along, mooing as they went; they turned neither to the right nor to the left. The leaders of the Philistines were walking along behind them all the way to the border of Beth Shemesh.

6:13 Now the residents of Beth Shemesh were harvesting wheat in the valley. When they looked up and saw the ark, they were pleased at the sight. 6:14 The cart was coming to the field of Joshua, who was from Beth Shemesh. It paused there near a big stone. Then they cut up the wood of the cart and offered the cows as a burnt offering to the Lord. 6:15 The Levites took down the ark of the Lord and the chest that was with it, which contained the gold objects. They placed them near the big stone. At that time the people of Beth Shemesh offered burnt offerings and made sacrifices to the Lord. 6:16 The five leaders of the Philistines watched what was happening and then returned to Ekron on the same day.

6:17 These are the gold sores that the Philistines brought as a guilt offering to the Lord – one for each of the following cities: Ashdod, Gaza, Ashkelon, Gath, and Ekron. 6:18 The gold mice corresponded in number to all the Philistine cities of the five leaders, from the fortified cities to hamlet villages, to greater Abel, where they positioned the ark of the Lord until this very day in the field of Joshua who was from Beth Shemesh.

6:19 But the Lord struck down some of the people of Beth Shemesh because they had looked into the ark of the Lord; he struck down 50,070 of the men. The people grieved because the Lord had struck the people with a hard blow. 6:20 The residents of Beth Shemesh asked, “Who is able to stand before the Lord, this holy God? To whom will the ark go up from here?”

6:21 So they sent messengers to the residents of Kiriath Jearim, saying, “The Philistines have returned the ark of the Lord. Come down here and take it back home with you.”

Prayer

Lord, You go where You will and being blessing to those who honor You and destruction to those who disobey or reject You.  May I never lose my sense of awe for You.

Commentary

The Philistine leaders consulted their religious leaders as to how they should go about returning the ark of God to the Israelites.  They were informed that they needed to return it with an offering to sooth the God of Israel.

They were instructed to make gold omages of the sores and the mice that plagued them and to build a cart pulled by never-yoked calves.

They were told to follow rather than lead the calves, if they went to Beth Shemesh it was indeed the Israelite God Who had attacked them, if they went elsewhere then it was not.

The calves went to Beth Shemesh and the Israelites used the wood from the cart for the fire of offering of the calves to the Lord in thanks and the Philistines observed that and then returned home.

After the sacrifice some of the people of Beth Shemesh foolishly looked into the Ark of God and He struck 50,070 of them dead for their sin.  They called to their neighbors in Keriath Jearim to come for the ark of God.

Interaction

Consider

The Philistine religious leaders were not yet convinced that the God of the Israelites had caused their troubles, so they had the ark of God returned as they would any pagan idol, yet setting up the test of the unguided calves to evaluate if the ark of God was indeed the source of trouble.

Discuss

Everyone in Israel knew that the ark of God was never to be opened except at the behest of the Lord God and only then by the high priest; why would they have looked into it?

Reflect

Both the Philistines and the Israelites in Beth Shemesh learned the truth of the all-powerful and Holy God of Israel.

Share

When have you experienced or observed the consequence of Christians treating the Lord God carelessly and suffering as a result?  Perhaps living sinfully or neglecting time in prayer and the Word or dabbling in false religions.

Faith in Action

Prayer:

Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to you a place where you have been careless with or disrespectful of the Lord God.

Action:

Today I will repent of my carelessness and/or disrespect toward the Lord God.  As is appropriate I may consult with one who meets the Biblical definition of an elder to gain clarity or as the solution is obvious from the Word I will get right before the Lord.

Be Specific  ______________________________________________________

Saturday

1 Samuel 7

7:1 Then the people of Kiriath Jearim came and took the ark of the Lord; they brought it to the house of Abinadab located on the hill. They consecrated Eleazar his son to guard the ark of the Lord.

Further Conflict with the Philistines

7:2 It was quite a long time – some twenty years in all – that the ark stayed at Kiriath Jearim. All the people of Israel longed for the Lord. 7:3 Samuel said to all the people of Israel, “If you are really turning to the Lord with all your hearts, remove from among you the foreign gods and the images of Ashtoreth. Give your hearts to the Lord and serve only him. Then he will deliver you from the hand of the Philistines.” 7:4 So the Israelites removed the Baals and images of Ashtoreth. They served only the Lord.

7:5 Then Samuel said, “Gather all Israel to Mizpah, and I will pray to the Lord on your behalf.” 7:6 After they had assembled at Mizpah, they drew water and poured it out before the Lord. They fasted on that day, and they confessed there, “We have sinned against the Lord.” So Samuel led the people of Israel at Mizpah.

7:7 When the Philistines heard that the Israelites had gathered at Mizpah, the leaders of the Philistines went up against Israel. When the Israelites heard about this, they were afraid of the Philistines. 7:8 The Israelites said to Samuel, “Keep crying out to the Lord our God so that he may save us from the hand of the Philistines!” 7:9 So Samuel took a nursing lamb and offered it as a whole burnt offering to the Lord. Samuel cried out to the Lord on Israel’s behalf, and the Lord answered him.

7:10 As Samuel was offering burnt offerings, the Philistines approached to do battle with Israel. But on that day the Lord thundered loudly against the Philistines. He caused them to panic, and they were defeated by Israel. 7:11 Then the men of Israel left Mizpah and chased the Philistines, striking them down all the way to an area below Beth Car.

7:12 Samuel took a stone and placed it between Mizpah and Shen. He named it Ebenezer, saying, “Up to here the Lord has helped us.” 7:13 So the Philistines were defeated; they did not invade Israel again. The hand of the Lord was against the Philistines all the days of Samuel.

7:14 The cities that the Philistines had captured from Israel were returned to Israel, from Ekron to Gath. Israel also delivered their territory from the control of the Philistines. There was also peace between Israel and the Amorites. 7:15 So Samuel led Israel all the days of his life. 7:16 Year after year he used to travel the circuit of Bethel, Gilgal, and Mizpah; he used to judge Israel in all of these places. 7:17 Then he would return to Ramah, because his home was there. He also judged Israel there and built an altar to the Lord there.

Prayer

Lord, when we are faithful You love to bless us.  May I be careful to keep any sort of idol out of my home and trust You to guide and protect me.

Commentary

The ark of God was moved to Kiriath Jearim and Samuel challenged the people to prove their allegience to God by removing all of the idols from their homes and communities, which they did, and the Lord God gave them twenty years of peace with the Philistines.

Samuel gathered the people at Mizpah to confess their sins, for a special sacrifice, and so that he could pray for them.  The Philistines heard they had gathered and decided to attack.

The people were afraid but Samuel made an offering to the Lord and He gave Israel a great victory over the Philistines such that they gave back to Israel lands they had previously taken and they were unable to prevail against Israel all of the time that Samuel led his people.

Interaction

Consider

When the Israelites got rid of their false idols the Lord God blessed them.

Discuss

How could the Philistines have so quickly forgotten what had happened to them after they captured the ark of God?

Reflect

Because Samuel was a leader who called the people back to the Lord God they were together blessed by Him for as long as he was their leader.

Share

When have you experienced or observed a leader who called a confused and troubled fellowship back into the Word of God and to walking in Hs ways?  What was the result?

Faith in Action

Prayer:

Ask the Holy Spirit to show you where some sort of idol, or idolatry, may be distracting you from God.  It may laziness or selfishness, greed or lust, a person, non-Biblical philosophy or organization; anyone or any thing that displaces the Lord God in first place in all things.

Action:

Today I will confess the idol or idolatry in my life, ask and receive the forgiveness of the Lord God, repent of (turn away from) it, and partner with a fellow believer to pray in-agreement with one-another for mutual-accountability in resisting idols and/or idolatry in our lives.

Be Specific  ______________________________________________________

Sunday's text will be:  1 Samuel 8
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