Daily Devotional

Week 26 Day 1

OT (chronological)

Sunday (Ruth 1:1-14)

A Family Tragedy: Famine and Death, Ruth Returns with Naomi

A man from Hopetown, his wife Nancy, and their two children, traveled to another country to serve as missionaries.

After several years there he contacted a local disease, to which the natives had developed an immunity, and before he could be brought to a hospital – he died.

Their two sons, now 19 and 21, had continued his work and had married local women but before either had children - they also died.

Nancy decided that she should return to Hopetown, as it wasn't safe for a single woman there, and their patriarchal culture would block her influence if she remained.  She initially thought it would be good to bring her now-widowed daughters-in-law with her.

She prayed and concluded that since they both wanted to have husbands and children they would be much more likely to find new husbands among their own people.  They both resisted remaining without her, but Olive eventually chose to stay, while Renea insisted on traveling to Hopetown with Nancy.

When have you felt such a strong sense of loyalty to a person that it over-rode your natural sense of apparent self-interest?

Dear Lord, Tragedy comes in this fallen world and You have instructed us to gather together so that we may assist and encourage one-another.  May I be found faithful in the gathering-together with fellow Christians and in the assisting of and the encouraging of my brothers and sisters in Christ. Amen.   dmc2016
Daily Devotional

Week 26 Day 2

OT (chronological)

Monday (Ruth 1:14-22)

Nancy questioned Renea as to her faith; was she bringing the faith of her fathers, in a false God, with her?

Renea assured Nancy that her faith had changed to hers, the one true God of the Bible. She called Him her Lord and told Nancy that it was her rock-solid faith in Him, a faith she had observed in her through all of the difficulties, that caused her to see His truth.

According to the customs of her people Renea had married young, 16 years old, and after many years had passed (including her marriage, the death of her husband, and the decision to travel to Hopetown)  she was 24 years old – having bonded with Nancy through eight years of struggle and tragedy.

Nancy finally accepted that Renea was not to be dissuaded – so they headed off to Hopetown.

Nancy arrived home in Hopetown, where she was warmly welcomed, but she was sorrowful for the loss of her husband and sons and for no grandchildren to carry the family line.

It was harvest time in Hopetown - which was God's provision.

When have you experienced, or observed, someone coming to faith as a result of them seeing Jesus in the life of another person?

Dear Lord, You choose to use us in Your great plan to draw others to Yourself.  May I be surrendered to You so that You may show Yourself through me to those whom I meet. Amen.  dmc2016
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Week 26 Day 3

OT (chronological)

Tuesday (Ruth 2:1-17)

Ruth Works in the Field of Boaz, Boaz and Ruth Meet

Nancy got permission for Renea to cull pecans left behind after the harvest. Hopetown's tree-shakers were old and their ground sweeps inefficient, so lots were left behind.

The local tradition was to allow the poor to pick up and keep or sell the rest.

Renea worked very hard all day, only resting once, and then briefly.  When Ben, the owner of the pecan grove where she was culling, asked who she was he was informed of her relationship to Nancy.

Ben kindly encouraged her to return each day and assured her that he would guarantee her safety while she was there.

Renea asked him for the reason for his kindness and he explained that he knew of her loyalty to Nancy, and of her hard work in the fields to provide for them both.  He also noted that she had trusted Jesus – so she was a sister in the Lord.

Ben later invited Renea to eat with his family and some workers, then he later instructed them to keep an eye on her, since she was a trusting stranger.

The tradition of God-honoring people from the ancient days of the Israelites had continued all the way to the days of Hopetown. The poor still had to work yet there was opportunity to successfully gather enough to help feed themselves and their families.

Lord, You provide loving-care for those who honor Your name.  May I always remember to honor You. Please reveal to me a place where I can encourage, and perhaps provide opportunity for someone, or where I – if in need of some sort - may be blessed by someone else. Amen.  dmc2016
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Week 26 Day 4

OT (chronological)

Wednesday (Ruth 2:18 – 3:5)

Ruth Returns to Naomi, Naomi Instructs Ruth

Renea returned to Nancy who celebrated with her the fruits of her labors in the pecan groves.

Nancy questioned Renea as to whose pecan groves she culled and celebrated all the more that it was of her relative Ben and that Renea was blessed with both bounty and safety.

Nancy then instructed Renea how to make known her faithfulness to Jesus in Hopetown, where she was a stranger, and until now only accepted because of Nancy's roots there:

1. Serve others on days when the weather didn't allow for culling, volunteering at various places.

2. Faithfully attend gatherings of Christian Believers for praise, worship, fellowship, and study.

3. Visit other Christian-centered locations such as thrift stores, other fellowships, and special activities.

4. Become informed about the wide variety of activities and philosophies in the community.

5. Find a peer-age group of Christian women for accountability, caring, fellowship, and study.

If we want to become part of what the Lord is doing, or we want to discover where He can use us in a new work, we must engage our community.

Dear Lord, You bless those who give You the proper honor of Lordship, and You bless and provide beyond our expectations.  Help me to become known as Your faithful servant wherever I find myself.  May I trust You with my needs and my eternity and declare Your name to the world. Amen.  dmc2016
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Week 26 Day 5

OT (chronological)

Thursday (Ruth 3:6-18)

Ruth Visits Boaz, Ruth Returns to Naomi

Renea did as instructed and earned the respect of many of the Christian Believers in Hopetown.

Ben heard from several people in Hopetown of Renea's good works and encouraging spirit and arranged for her to share her testimony at the church where he was a volunteer leader.  Nancy came to encourage and pray for a nervous Renea.

Ben's family insisted that the two women sit with them and when Renea spoke they all observed Ben's unusual attentiveness – and the peaceful look they had not seen on his face since his wife was still alive many years prior.

Ben was several years older than Renea and was a man of integrity who would never make any effort to use his position or wealth to pressure her to take an interest in him – but that would have been unnecessary as she had already taken fond notice.

Nancy, together with Ben's other family members, encouraged them to work together on the Hopetown Fair under the watchful eyes of an older church couple – and to see what God would tell them, along the way, about a possible future together.

Dear Lord, Boaz was a man of honor and integrity, a role model for all men (as is Ben in our story).  He was the sort of man every father of a daughter prays that the Lord will bring to her – and for her to recognize.  If I (reading this) am a young man - may I strive to mature to his fine example, if a parent of a son – teach him this example, and if a parent of a daughter – teach them to require such a standard of men in relationship. Amen.  dmc2016
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Week 26 Day 6

OT (chronological)

Friday (Ruth 4:1-12)

Boaz Settles the Matter

After a year had passed Ben sensed that the Lord had brought Renea into his life for a more permanent reason and the older couple agreed.  She felt the same way.

Ben and Renea attended a challenging pre-engagement workshop where the leadership team challenged all of the participants across a wide-ranging series of faith and marriage-related topics.

The workshop spanned three months and included information gathering and stress-testing homework assignments.

Once the workshop had been successfully completed, Ben asked Renea to marry him and she agreed, and as the word spread everyone was delighted.

Nancy was delighted at the way they handled things, giving each other time to learn about the other, giving the Lord time to reveal His will, entrusting elders to validate their sense of compatibility, submitting to the workshop – so that they didn't miss important matters, and resisting the typical rushed decision that infatuation often produces.

Dear Lord, Marriage is very important to You.  It is supposed to be a life-long commitment, it  supposed to be the only context for male and female physical-intimacy, it is supposed to be the only context for human reproduction, and it is supposed to be the best context for raising children; therefore it is not to be entered-into lightly. Help me to honor what You honor and to encourage and equip others to do the same. Amen.  dmc2016
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Week 26 Day 7

OT (chronological)

Saturday (Ruth 4:13-22)

A Grandson is Born to Naomi

Ben and Renea were married and a year later they had a son.

Otan would grow to become a powerful teacher and effective spiritual warrior who multiplied himself through the discipleship of others and through outreach to gather new Believers.

The entire local Hopetown community witnessed and celebrated the Lord's blessing of Ben, Renea, and Nancy.

The Lord God transformed Nancy's sorrow to gladness.

When have you experienced or observed the Lord God blessing one person through others because they were faithful and therefore available to be used by Him?

Dear Lord, You pour out Your favor upon the faithful and through the faithful into others. Please show me a place where I may be used to bless someone else. May I also make myself available to Your favor by choosing to be faithful to You. Amen.  dmc2et
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