Philemon

David M. Colburn

A Daily Bible Study in 7-Day Sections with a Summary-Commentary, Discussion Questions, and Daily Application

Sunday (Philemon 1:1-3)

Salutation

1:1 From Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, to Philemon, our dear friend and colaborer, 

1:2 to Apphia our sister, to Archippus our fellow soldier, and to the church that meets in your house. 

1:3 Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ!

Prayer

Lord, You see us in many roles; as Your children, as saints, as The Church, and here in Philemon as soldiers. May I see myself as You do, defined by You, called through surrender and made a useful instrument in Your great work.

Summary & Commentary

Paul wrote to Philemon, while still imprisoned, and still accompanied by Timothy.

He called Philemon a “colaborer”, which was high-praise given in parallel with Timothy.

Paul referenced Apphia “our sister” [apparently set apart for her role in some part of the ministry, rather than merely a sister in the faith, since he immediately thereafter referenced the corporate gathering of believers “the church”] and Archippus, “our fellow soldier” [presumably because he may have suffered imprisonment and other punishment for the faith].

He observed that the gathering of Believers was in the home of Philemon, as was common for Christians at that time, and remains so in much of the modern world.

Paul concluded with a blessing common to most of his letters.

Interaction

Consider

Paul, like Jesus, was counter-cultural in his respect for the work of women in the fellowship.

Discuss

How might fellowships better teach the concept of “colaborers”?

Reflect

It was not uncommon, yet highly-esteemed, when one literally suffered for the faith.

Share

When have you been involved in a fellowship where leaders clearly sought the best-interest of one-another rather than competing?
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We colabor with Christ as well as with Paul, Timothy, Titus, and Philemon.

Source: Public domain here https://farm6.staticflickr.com/5588/14615335777_b2a4caa43e_n.jpg

Faith in Action

Prayer

Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to you someone serving in a leadership role, official or unofficial, to whom He wants you to lend prayer, encouragement, and support.

Action

Today I will pray for the one whom the Lord God has “assigned” to me. I will, as is appropriate, offer my assistance and support.

Be Specific ______________________________________________________

Monday (Philemon 1:4-5)

Thanks for Philemon’s Love and Faith

1:4 I always thank my God as I remember you in my prayers, 

1:5 because I hear of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all the saints. 

Prayer

Lord, You ask us to pray for one-another, including giving thanks for those who partner with us in Your service. May I be faithful in remembering my partners in ministry as I lift my prayers of thanks to You.

Summary & Commentary

Paul began by role-modeling giving thanks to the Lord God in prayer.

He then taught, by example, Philemon to pray to the Lord God—giving thanks for those who partnered with him in the Lord's service.

Paul explained that despite his lengthy imprisonment he'd heard of Philemon and of his faith in the Lord Jesus.

He also testified to hearing that Philemon had given evidence of his genuine love for his fellow Believers “saints”.

Interaction

Consider

The Lord God wants us to give thanks in prayer, for those who serve Him with us,  so that we never lose sight of Who we serve and that we should serve together with fellow Believers, rather than as isolated warriors.

Discuss

How might your fellowship better teach members to be more-intentional in praying for one-another?

Reflect

Philemon could pray for his fellow “saints” because he was aware of them and he loved them.

Share

When have you paused to pray for fellow Believers?
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Jesus prayed, Paul prayed, and so should we.

Source: Public domain here http://payingattentiontothesky.com/2009/09/

Faith in Action

Prayer

Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to you a fellow Believer whom He wants you to lift up in thankful prayer.

Action

Today I will give thanks to the Lord God in prayer for the one of whom He has made me especially aware. As is appropriate I will tell them so.

Be Specific ______________________________________________________

Tuesday (Philemon 1:6-7)

1:6 I pray that the faith you share with us may deepen your understanding of every blessing that belongs to you in Christ. 

1:7 I have had great joy and encouragement because of your love, for the hearts of the saints have been refreshed through you, brother.

Prayer

Lord, You not only saved us, You have a storehouse of blessings You wish to give to us. May my choices be obedient so that Your blessings may flow through me to others.

Summary & Commentary

Paul had received testimonies, both in word and deed, of the faith of Philemon.

He encouraged Philemon to continue to explore his faith as he would come to understand “... every blessing that belongs to you in Christ.”

Paul received “... great joy and encouragement” because the faith-fed love of Philemon, empowered by the Holy Spirit, had caused him to encourage “the hearts of the saints”.

Interaction

Consider

The quality of our personal testimony, both in word and deed, matters.

Discuss

How might your fellowship better teach the blessings that come to the whole fellowship from the faith and faithfulness of every member?

Reflect

Philemon did not encourage the saints as a result of resources or wisdom of the flesh but rather as a consequence of blessings that flowed to and through him to others.

Share

When have you observed a leader whose faith was strong and through whom others were blessed because the Lord God's blessings overflowed them?
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Some clay vessels are an ugly mess – but God cleans them up and uses them just the same – His blessings pour in then flow out – even through the broken parts.
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Some clay vessels look prettier on the outside but are still a mess – but God also cleans them up and makes use of them.

Pretty or less pretty everyone needs to be cleaned-up and every Believer has a purpose in God's great plan – we need to cooperate with Him.
Source: Public domain here http://publicphoto.org/household/old-ceramic-pots-dusty-clay-pots/
Source: Public domain here http://publicphoto.org/pics/2012/02/08/Old-Ceramic-Pots_Dusty-Clay-Pots__46991-480x320.jpg

Faith in Action

Prayer

Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to you a fellow believer with whom He wants you to share this text. 

Action

Today I will encourage a fellow believer to grow in faith as they better-understand the blessings the Lord God has for them so that He may pour those blessings through them into others.

Be Specific ______________________________________________________

Wednesday (Philemon 1:8-11)

Paul’s Request for Onesimus

1:8 So, although I have quite a lot of confidence in Christ and could command you to do what is proper, 

1:9 I would rather appeal to you on the basis of love—I, Paul, an old man and even now a prisoner for the sake of Christ Jesus—

1:10 I am appealing to you concerning my child, whose spiritual father I have become during my imprisonment, that is, Onesimus, 

1:11 who was formerly useless to you, but is now useful to you and me. 

Prayer

Lord, You hold all of the ultimate power in all of Your creation, yet You have chosen to delegate and to invite rather than command and control. May I respond from my freedom with the love-based obedience You so richly deserve.

Summary & Commentary

Paul reminded Philemon that he had the authority from the Lord God, through Christ, to make demands upon him.

He chose, as has the Lord, to appeal to him—based on love—to chose rightly.

Paul explained that he had mentored Onesimus to salvation and through discipleship and now held him in high-esteem.

He observed that the relationship between Philemon and Onesimus, prior to Paul's involvement, had been an unproductive one—but all that had changed.

Interaction

Consider

The role-model of Jesus, and of Paul, was to teach and to demonstrate love-based leadership.

Discuss

How might your fellowship instill a stronger sense of love, rather than of obedience and/or ritual, into the membership—so that their service to others is both joy-filled and sacrificial?

Reflect

When people make decisions based on the love-perspective, which they have learned from the Lord God, they mature and become positive role-models for others.

Share

When have you observed a leader who mentored a troubled person to maturity and value in the Lord's service?
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Just as the returning prodigal, in Jesus' parable, was welcomed so also were those – like Onesimus – whether new Believers or restored apostate-Believers to be.

Source: Public domain here http://lavistachurchofchrist.org/Pictures/Treasures%20of%20the%20Bible%20%28Jesus%27%20Ministry%29/images/scan0009.jpg

Faith in Action

Prayer

Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to you someone you may encourage, and perhaps actively mentor, toward greater maturity in their walk with the Lord God.

Action

Today I will prayerfully accept the challenge from the Holy Spirit. It may be a spouse, a friend, a son or daughter, a co-worker or someone within a ministry in which I serve. I will invest in prayer, teaching, and right modeling of love-driven service to others.

Be Specific ______________________________________________________

Thursday (Philemon 1:12-16)

1:12 I have sent him (who is my very heart) back to you. 

1:13 I wanted to keep him so that he could serve me in your place during my imprisonment for the sake of the gospel. 

1:14 However, without your consent I did not want to do anything, so that your good deed would not be out of compulsion, but from your own willingness. 

1:15 For perhaps it was for this reason that he was separated from you for a little while, so that you would have him back eternally, 

1:16 no longer as a slave, but more than a slave, as a dear brother. He is especially so to me, and even more so to you now, both humanly speaking and in the Lord. 

Prayer

Lord, You often separate us from our familiar worldly circumstances so that You may get our attention and lead us toward You, because You desire our relationship eternally. May I never forget what You have done for me and never forget that when You work in my life Your ways are always-perfect whether I understand them at the time or not.

Summary & Commentary

Paul sent Onesimus back to Philemon because he wanted Philemon to have full-freedom to choose his path.

While Paul had a strong fellowship with Onesimus, and found him valuable to ministry, he was willing to sacrifice his presence and service for the sake of leading Philemon through a teachable moment.

He speculated, rhetorically (for the sake of leading Philemon to discover the Lord's hand in things), that Onesimus had fled Philemon as a slave to Paul so that he might be spiritually-saved.

Paul led Philemon to recognize that Onesimus, as a fellow-believer, was far more valuable than an unsaved slave.

Interaction

Consider

Sometimes we have to allow those whom we mentor to make decisions freely, with full power to choose differently than we'd choose, within the bounds of legality.

Discuss

How would you adjust your practice of mentoring to lead and to model rather than to instruct and to control?

Reflect

Paul modeled “meekness” as he had power (authority from the Lord God) under control (the control of the Lord) and he withheld it except when absolutely necessary.

Share

When have you observed a mentor who used Paul's method?
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Paul returned the runaway slave, Onesimus – after he'd surrendered to Christ, been discipled by Paul, and helped Paul – to Philemon. It was the right thing legally and an opportunity for a teachable-moment for Philemon.
Source: Modified public domain image here http://thebiblerevival.com/clipart/joseph%27s%20brothers%20sell%20him%20as%20slave.jpg
Faith in Action

Prayer

Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to you an opportunity to apply Paul's model.

Action

Today I will take the risk of trying Paul's model. I will pray about it and, as-appropriate, consult one who qualifies as a Biblical elder for counsel and prayer.

Be Specific ______________________________________________________

Friday (Philemon 1:17-21)

1:17 Therefore if you regard me as a partner, accept him as you would me. 

1:18 Now if he has defrauded you of anything or owes you anything, charge what he owes to me. 

1:19 I, Paul, have written this letter with my own hand: I will repay it. I could also mention that you owe me your very self. 

1:20 Yes, brother, let me have some benefit from you in the Lord. Refresh my heart in Christ. 

1:21 Since I was confident that you would obey, I wrote to you, because I knew that you would do even more than what I am asking you to do. 

Prayer

Lord, I owe You my very self. May I repay You even more than the minimal obedience You ask of me.

Summary & Commentary

Paul continued his mentoring of Philemon through the teachable case of Onesimus.

He knew that Philemon held him in high-esteem so he asked him to view Onesimus in the same way.

Paul wanted to remove any financial considerations that might burden Philemon and cloud his judgment of Onesimus, so Paul offered to cover any expenses he may have incurred while in the service of Philemon prior to fleeing to Paul and coming to faith.

He reminded Philemon that was he (Paul) who had led him to faith and mentored him, so for all that was important Philemon owed Paul for his sacrifice on his behalf.

Paul asked Philemon to refresh his soul with beyond-expectation faith and love-driven choices.

Interaction

Consider

Every fellow Believer, regardless of social-standing in the world, is a brother or sister in-Christ.

Discuss

Would you be willing to pay the debts of someone whom you led to Christ, mentored, loved dearly as a brother or sister in-Christ—in order that they might be reconciled to another brother or sister in-Christ whom they had previously wronged?

Reflect

We all owe a debt of gratitude to the Believer who made themselves available to the Lord and became His instrument to lead us to faith and through discipleship.

Share

When have you appealed to a brother or sister to change their view of a new brother or sister in-Christ whom they had previously viewed badly as an unsaved person?
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To assure Philemon of the authenticity of his letter, and of his heart, Paul hand-wrote his letter – something that many Bible scholars believe to have been difficult due to Paul's many past injuries – and perhaps arthritis due to age and time in prisons.

Source: Public domain here  http://www.jesuswalk.com/timothy/images/rembrandt-paul-at-writing-desk-854x1019x72.jpg

Faith in Action

Prayer

Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to you someone who needs you to speak-up for them within the fellowship of Believers.

Action

Today I will come alongside a fellow Believer who is either somewhat new in faith or is recovering from a poor choice or choices. I will invest in their discipleship and walk with them through the process of reconciliation, and hopefully, restoration with the person (or persons) whom they have previously offended.

Be Specific ______________________________________________________

Saturday (Philemon 1:22-25)

1:22 At the same time also, prepare a place for me to stay, for I hope that through your prayers I will be given back to you.

Concluding Greetings

1:23 Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, greets you. 

1:24 Mark, Aristarchus, Demas and Luke, my colaborers, greet you too. 

1:25 May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit.

Prayer

Lord, You bless the prayers of others who pray for us, and you give us Your grace through Your Holy Spirit. May I be faithful in praying for others and in living-out the grace You have given me.

Summary & Commentary

Paul asked Philemon to pray for his freedom so that he might come to him.

He was sure enough that he asked Philemon to prepare a place for him to stay. (Philemon would have known that Paul's visit would likely be lengthy and would involve  lots of visitors and lots of conflict.)

Paul sent greetings from several who were with him, perhaps as assurance that he was not alone, and also as evidence that the Lord was still active in and through him.

His closing prayer was for the Holy Spirit to find a welcoming heart in Philemon such that he could be filled with the grace of Jesus.

Interaction

Consider

Prayers for fellow Believers are answered by the Lord God.

Discuss

How might a prayer journal be helpful in building confidence that the Lord God answers prayers?

Reflect

If we welcome Him the Holy Spirit will bless us with grace.

Share

When have you observed answered prayer—raised by one Believer for another—where the one praying made plans based on the expectation of answered prayer?
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Paul was writing to Philemon in Colossae near Lycaonia just north of the east end of the Mediterranean from Rome to the north and east, perhaps 800+ miles.

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/14/Map-alexander-empire.png

Faith in Action

Prayer

Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to you someone for whom He wants you to pray.

Action

Today I will pray without hesitation and in anticipation of the Lord God's perfect answer in His perfect time. I will ask at least one fellow believer to pray in-agreement.

Be Specific ______________________________________________________
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