Daily Devotional

Week 19 Day 1

OT (chronological)

Sunday (Numbers 26 – 27:11)

A Second Census Required of the Tribes, Total Number and Division of the Land, Special Inheritance Laws for Brotherless-Daughters

The host government notified Mikal and Saree of the need for a census, to include name, age, former place of residence in their home country, record of immunizations plus any serious former injuries or illnesses, and any education, training, and experience.

The goal was to assess their long-term capacity to self-sustain as a community and probable needs for external resources.

In the time of Moses the goal was to establish rights of inheritance, military age men, and to clarify the demographics of the tribes.

Dear Lord, Please reveal to me something from a prior generation, biological, relational, and/or legal, which has impacted my life.

May I trust that within Your perfect plan You always preserve what is of true value.

I will assess the negative and/or positive impact of generational choices and prayerfully acknowledge Your desire to make something good from the bad and to leverage the good in Your perfect plan. Amen.  dmc2015

Daily Devotional

Week 19 Day 2

OT (chronological)

Monday (Numbers 27:12 - 29)

Leadership Change

The Lord spoke to the hearts of Mikal and Saree, preparing them for a major change, so when the host government official showed up at their tent they were not surprised – though they were still a little anxious as they anticipated the news.

The official informed them that there was a second group of refugees just leaving their home country and they needed Mikal and Saree to prepare, organize, and lead them. They would have the rest of the day to say goodbye to their group then a helicopter would pick them up first thing the next morning.

Mikal and Saree prayed and then recommended the now-twenty year old leader of the creative young people who had anticipated and solved a wide range of challenges during their travels and the oldest of the elders as their replacement leaders.

Mikal and Saree gathered the people and after announcing their new assignment and their replacement leaders prayed for the people. They prayed for physical and spiritual protection, comfort and patience, and the peace and wisdom of the Lord.

They advised the people that to manage their difficult living conditions and the long wait to enter the development they would need to add personal times daily with the Lord to their Sunday whole-fellowship worship, small groups, and two-person individual accountability teams.
Lord, You required of the Israelites a daily offering, may my life also be a daily offering to You.
 Your heart is one of perfect grace and justice and You see beyond gender and race to the heart of the matter.  May I follow Your perfect model, may I apply Your standard of justice to everyone, and may I do so without regard to the imperfect preferences and traditions of man.
 Please show me where I may be acting independent of You and show me where I need to build a little structure (not rigid legalism or soul-numbing ritual) into my life - to keep You constantly before me. Amen.  dmc2015

Daily Devotional

Week 19 Day 3

OT (chronological)

Tuesday (Numbers 30)

Vows Made by Men, Single Women, Married Women, and Widows

Mikal and Saree shared what the Lord had taught them, from Numbers 30, about the integrity of a person's word – that every person with the capacity to think as a healthy adult was responsible for their commitments – before both God and man.

The Old Testament ability of a father or husband to over-rule an adult daughter or wife initially sounds troublesome to a person in a modern culture of gender equality.

The common ancient practice was for young girls, in their early to mid teens, getting married.

The obligation of the father or husband was to protect his young daughter or wife.

In that context doesn't God's caring-protective context of (an oath or a vow) “... that would bring affliction to her” appear to make the father or husband's intervention a gift not a burden?

When have you made an oath or a vow, one with the potential to bring you affliction, and immediately after you made ir you quickly hoped and prayed someone might over-rule you?  (An example might be you challenging someone to a fight, or making a costly or dangerous bet - but then a nearby adult unilaterally nullifies it as “not permitted”.)

Dear Lord, You have told us that our yes must be our yes and our no our no, that we must honor our word, and that we live under various sorts of authority.  May I be found faithful to keep my word. Please show me the places where I may be failing to keep my word, and those where I am being responsible an am keeping my word. I want to be a no-matter-what partner with You - faithful to keep my word. Amen.  dmc2015

Daily Devotional

Week 19 Day 4

OT (chronological)

Wednesday (Numbers 31 - 32)

The Midianite War, Purification After Battle, The Distribution of Spoils, The Petition of the Reubenites and Gadites, Moses' Response, The Offer of the Reubenites and Gadites, Land Assignment

One more challenge came to the people before Mikal and Saree left (their departure via helicopter had been delayed due to bad weather) – it was actually an old challenge – the witches' coven had returned to the hills and their curses and dark influence needed to be neutralized.

Mikal and Saree gathered the most mature spiritual leaders; people who prayed and studied, those who stood firmly against situational-ethics and syncretism, and those who had otherwise evidenced great faith. They were seventy-seven in number, including Mikal and Saree, from among the one thousand people.
They committed to a weekend of fasting and prayer against the witches' coven, asking the Lord to drive them away – and to not return, and also for protection of those who might read the literature the witches placed near to the campground – as well as protection against anyone voluntarily visiting with them.

The Lord caused ants, flies, and snakes to plague the area populated by the witches' coven, He also caused rain cells to keep the area unpleasantly wet – breeding hordes of mosquitoes. After a while the coven gave up and left – vowing to never return.

Meanwhile some of the curious youth had seen some of the witches' literature and secretly visited their camp to observe their activities. The witches' welcomed them in, gave them more information, and encouraged them to experiment with some rituals and spells.
Mikal and Saree were angry when they found out and the youth were not only required to destroy all of the evil materials - they were restricted to camp, had to be under approved-adult supervision, and were assigned additional discipleship time and work details - for a full year. The evil had to be purged.
The Lord God  has little patience for those who would cooperate with the enemy to seduce His people – we are a troublesome enough lot without any outside distractions.  

Dear Lord, Your vengeance for the deliberate corruption of Your people is perfectly holy and just.  May I recognize my duty to defend my holiness before you with the same zealotry.  You allow Your people to make choices, and ask only that they keep their commitments to You, and to others. Please show me where I am compromising with worldly influences in my life, and reveal to me any place where I may be choosing a path that causes me to fail to keep your obligations to other Believers. I will mount my own 'holy war' against one or more things in my life which draw me away from the You. Amen.  dmc2015

Daily Devotional

Week 19 Day 5

OT (chronological)

Thursday (Numbers 33 - 34)

Wanderings and Borders

Mikal and Saree continued their teaching of the people prior to their departure.
They reminded the people that the development was a gift from God, Who used the host government as His instrument, and that they therefore had an obligation to dwell there in a way that honored Him.

They were instructed, as Moses had instructed the Israelites long ago, to purge everything they found there that represented the criminal and evil values of the drug gang.

They were warned that the Lord God was watching and if they failed to do as instructed the artifacts they kept would “... be irritants in your eyes and thorns in your side, and will cause you trouble in ...” the development.

Even though it is the Lord's desire to bless humankind, in order to have a relationship that is genuine, He repeatedly offers choices - knowing that humankind will often choose unwisely.  He holds to His plan to gather, to Himself (for eternity), only those who freely choose relationship with Him.
 The Lord God has always been very clear as to His expectations, it is man and not God who has complicated the simple.

When have you been confronted with different paths, and knowing the positive benefits of one path, you recklessly chose another - and suffered the ill-consequences?

Dear Lord, Your power is beyond any other, Your judgments and plans beyond challenge, and Your love for those who obey You is expressed in ways beyond human expectation.  May I trust and obey You more each day.  Please reveal to me a bad place in my life from which You most want me to choose to turn-away. Amen.  dmc2015

Daily Devotional

Week 19 Day 6

OT (chronological)

Friday (Numbers 35)

The Levitical Cities, The Cities of Refuge

Mikal and Saree reminded the people that just as God had required an ancient process to prevent careless revenge - their new community in the development needed to do the same.

God required six cities of refuge so that those who claimed innocence in the death of another might have a safe place to await evaluation, this provided a way to limit the collateral damage from a death; rather than impulsive tooth-for-a-tooth vengeance He provided a way to protect the accused until they could be adjudicated.

In an accidental death the accused was to go to a city of refuge and could not be harmed.

The Lord God drew a careful distinction in the death of a person between intent and accident, so that the punishment suited the crime, and so that the bereaved did not themselves commit murder (of an innocent) in their grief-driven-rage.

When have you been so angry that you sinned in that anger?

Dear Lord, You define true justice and You provide a way for man's rage to be diverted long enough for justice to prevail.  May I always remember to consult You first before acting from emotion. Please  reveal to me where I tend to sin in my anger. I will pray in the morning every day for the Holy Spirit to warn me each time my anger begins to rise so that I may stop and pray - and regain control - before I sin again. Amen.  dmc2015
Daily Devotional

Week 19 Day 7

OT (chronological)

Saturday (Numbers 36)

Women and Land Inheritance. Moses' Decision

Mikal and Saree received a request from two teens whose parents had died before their journey began. The teens wanted to clarify their standing once in the development – where others (adults) would be granted homes and other resources – and the right to vote as decisions were made.

Mikal and Saree recalled that in the day of Moses the women, whose ancestry traced back to Joseph, had previously been promised a land inheritance because no male was born to their father - his inheritance would pass to them and not a non-family member.  Moses had consulted with God and affirmed that they should receive the inheritance.

Mikal and Saree based their decision on the principle God had established via Moses and assured the teens that they would receive the same equal resources as their family would have if their parents had survived to accompany them.

While they would not be allowed to vote until the age of 18 – no vote of the others could deprive them of their home and other resources nor could it render them unequal in any other way – and they would be granted full participation in discussions related to decisions and elections.

However, if they were convicted of a felony prior to age-18 they would lose their right to vote until age 25, and if they married outside of the community their property could not be transferred to a non-community member for at least 50 years.

No community member could use their property as security for a loan from anyone outside of the community as the physical and social integrity of the development had to be kept intact.

Dear Lord, You protect our inheritance from Jesus - once truly granted it cannot ever be transferred or lost.  May I always be grateful that by Your grace my inheritance is in Jesus the Christ.

 Please show me where I may need to sacrifice an option or an opportunity in one area of life in order to meet the  responsibilities you have assigned to me in another area.

 Amen.  dmc2015
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