Daily Devotional

Week 19 Day 1

OT (chronological)

Sunday (Numbers 13)

Spies Sent Out, The Spies’ Instructions, The Spies’ Activities, The Spies’ Reports

The people were now a days travel from the huge abandoned development that the host country had promised them as a new home.
Mikal and Saree gathered the elders and each chose a person from those over whom they had responsibility to go on ahead to check if things were safe and ready for them there.

When they returned they first talked about the beautiful homes, the central park area with a small lake, the nicely paved road, and the landscaping and gardens.

Then they talked about the people who were living there and everyone was surprised – this was supposed to be an empty development – abandoned because the associated factory was never built.

They said the people looked scruffy and tough, they all seemed to carry weapons (guns and knives), and they had families with them.  Cars, trucks and vans seemed to be constantly coming and going – checking in at the gatehouse then at the community building by the lake.
The ten who had investigated were afraid and they began to spread that fear to others.

Mikal and Saree immediately guessed that drug gangs had discovered and squatted in the development promised to them.  They wondered what might have happened to the caretakers assigned to the property by the host government.
Two in the group spoke up.
  Both had briefly served in the military back home, she was also a nurse, and he was a teacher.  They tried to encourage the people, saying “We can contact the host country, they can chase-off the drug gangs, and together we can work this out.”

Even as they spoke the fear and rumors continued to spread.
When have you been wrestled with your own uncertainty, or that of others, in doing what God asked of you?  Did you hesitate?  Why?

Dear Lord, You never make a promise that You fail to keep, and You never send us where we cannot – in Your power – prevail.  No matter the challenge may I never doubt Your promises. Please show me where I am seeing a challenge though my human eyes and not the eyes of the almighty God.  I will prayerfully submit to the Holy Spirit's vision of my world.  I will bring my doubts and fears to You.  I will accept whatever challenge You place before me - without any doubt that You are able.  Amen.  dmc2015

Daily Devotional

Week 19 Day 2

OT (chronological)

Monday (Numbers 14)

The Israelites Respond in Unbelief, The Punishment from God

The people whined that if they helped to displace the drug dealers that they would become targets of revenge later - and even if they weren't involved in running them off they'd be targeted for living in the development after he government did.

Some of the elders joined all but the two faithful investigators and joined in with the fearfulness – so the whole camp was in an uproar.

Mikal and Saree, the rest of the elders and the two faithful investigators, pleaded with them to repent and to trust God - since He had repeatedly proved Himself able.  The people, now more of a mob,  instead threatened to rebel and to change leadership.

Unknown to anyone in the camp the host government agency responsible for monitoring their movements had become aware of the recent drug gang occupation of the development and were now  using sophisticated equipment to monitor the debate within the camp.

The government officials were used by God to discipline the fear-obsessed rebels.  They drove into the camp with official vehicles, informed them that they were to turn to the side and travel several days to a large campground, and that would be where they would live – instead of in the development.

Just as Eve partnered with the serpent to deceive Adam into disbelieving and disobeying God, the elders and the fearful investigators likewise conspired in the spreading of the lie that God – through the host government - could not make their new home available and safe for them.

Dear Lord, It is painful to read about Israel's rebellion as they stood at the threshold of the promised land.  May I learn to never doubt Your promises and to never rebel against Your leading.
  Please show me where I may be harboring doubt, due to fear, because I am  looking at the world through the eyes of man and not the Lord God -  and to remind me why I should trust You.
  I will confess my doubts and surrender to the Holy Spirit.  I will trust that You have already gone ahead of me in a situation where the enemy has had me believing a lie.  I will ask a fellow Believer to pray in-agreement with me for courage and faith, trust and wisdom.  Amen.  dmc2015
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Week 19 Day 3

OT (chronological)

Tuesday (Numbers 15-16)

The Rebellion of Korah, The Judgment on the Rebels, The Atonement for the Rebellion

The people were gathered into a large bowl-shaped area near an overhang of rocky cliff which functioned as a natural auditorium.

The elderly teacher used a portable amplifier, provided by the host government, to be certain that everyone could hear him – without a need to shout.

He took them back to the time of Moses, after the people's fear had caused them to miss their opportunity to enter the promised land – and some of them tried to scapegoat Moses and Aaron.

Korath, of the tribe of Levi, gathered 250 men to accuse Moses and Aaron of taking too much authority.

Moses uttered an 'imprecatory prayer', asking the Lord to not accept their offering and therefore withhold forgiveness - to cause them to receive the full punishment of the law for their sin.

God separated-out the tents of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram. Moses declared that his authority from God would be known when those who challenged him died a sudden and unnatural death.  God opened the ground and it swallowed them - then He sent flames like fire out to kill all of the 250 who had rebelled.

The people accused Moses of killing the men and spoke disrespectfully and rebelliously against Moses and Aaron.  God instructed Moses to move away from the people so that He could strike them all dead.

Moses sent Aaron to make atonement for them - as he pleaded with the Lord, a plague had already begun.  14,700 people died before Aaron could place the incense upon the coals in their midst.

Rebellion against Moses was rebellion against God's authority and the rebels had to be removed from the population.

Dear Lord, The attacks on Moses and Aaron were precursors to the attacks upon Jesus.  May I not challenge the authority of Jesus, nor of the indwelling Holy Spirit, through overt disobedience and/or subtle disrespect for the clear and life-changing meaning found in Your Word.  Please show me where I have rebelled against legitimate authority - because they are holding me accountable for the consequences of my choices.  I will confess my sin and repent.  I will humbly submit to the legitimate authority which is delivering chastisement for my sin.  Perhaps a bosses-sanction for carelessness or laziness, a business assessing a fine or penalty for some element of a contract, a law enforcement officer enforcing the law (e.g. a traffic offense), a parent punishing a child for disrespect or disobedience, a politician challenging those who misuse power for selfish ends, a regulator enforcing rules, a pastor/elder holding me accountable to the Bible, or a teacher punishing cheating or misbehavior or sloth.  Discipline is part of discipleship. Amen.  dmc2015
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Week 19 Day 4

OT (chronological)

Wednesday (Numbers 17-19)

The Budding of Aaron’s Staff, The Memorial

The elderly teacher continued his lesson, reminding the complaining and rebellious people of when the Lord God instructed Moses to require each tribal leader to present a staff at the tabernacle.

Each staff was to be labeled with the name of the elder.  Aaron's staff was to be among them.

The staffs were presented to the Lord at the entrance to the tent of testimony.  God said that He would cause the staff of the one He chose to bud so that the elders would clearly know who was His chosen priest - and to immediately stop complaining.

God caused the staff of Aaron to bud and produce almonds while the others remained dead.  The elder's staffs were returned to them after they saw all of them.

In an agricultural society the life in Aaron's staff, and the death in the staff's of the elders, was a powerful imagery.

The Lord God created a structure that was more  “representative” than “democratic” as He increased the degree to which the people were dependent upon the priests for access to Him.

The people had conveniently forgotten, but the Lord had not, their agreement to be a people led by those whom He chose as priests.

Dear Lord, You choose our spiritual leaders, and You have declared that as long as they obey You - we are to obey and respect them.  May I be humble before those whom You have called to leadership, and “a good Berean” (one who verifies all teaching in Your Word), so that I know whether a leader is being faithful to You.
 As You so choose I will accept Your calling in my life to lead; it may be as a coach, a counselor, a mentor, a parent, a teacher, or some other role, and I will speak Your truth in love - but without fear.  If my leadership is challenged I will prayerfully request that the Lord intervene for His sake.  I will share my call to leadership with a fellow Believer and ask them to pray in-agreement for confirmation and protection. Amen.  dmc2015
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Week 19 Day 5

OT (chronological)

Thursday (Numbers 20-21)

The Israelites Complain Again, Moses Responds, The Lord’s Judgment, Rejection by the Edomites, Aaron’s Death, Victory at Hormah, Fiery Serpents, The Approach to Moab, The Victory over Sihon and Og

The people began to complain about their inability to keep heat in their tents at night – though there was almost always lots of sunshine during the day.

Two of the elders, who had been handymen back home, remembered a story about a missionary who created solar hot air heaters along with rocks and water for storage. They showed the people how to do it, took full credit (as if it was their idea) and never acknowledged that it was God who prompted them to recall the solution – nor for their gifts as handymen.

In a dream that night both heard the Lord tell them that when it was time for the people to enter the development they would not join them – as He would call them home.

Mikal and Saree prayed thanks, on behalf of the people, for the Lord's provision.

The elderly teacher died and there was both a celebration of his life and mourning of the loss to the community.

Later a group of the people was out gathering wood and a few of the drug gang members, who had gotten lost playing wild game hunters, stumbled upon them. Just when it looked as though the people would be shot dead some special forces soldiers showed up and neutralized the thugs. They explained that their new chaplain had felt led to choose that location – but could not explain why. The people gave thanks to the Lord.

It is often true that we become so overwhelmed by a challenge we fail to see the solution, or to recognize someone with the solution, nearby. Taking false credit, and failing to thank God, can lead to trouble. Remembering the fallen and recognizing God's interventions are also important.

Dear Lord, Please find me obedient in action and in teaching, adding nothing to Your Word.  You have shown us Your faithfulness and power, You ask only that we trust and obey.  May I always trust in You and obey Your Word.
 Amen. dmc2015
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Week 19 Day 6

OT (chronological)

Friday (Numbers 22-25)

Balaam Refuses to Curse Israel, Balaam Accompanies the Moabite Princes, God Opposes Balaam, Balaam Meets Balak, Balaam Blesses Israel, Balaam Relocates, Balaam Prophesies Again, Balaam Relocates Yet Again, Balaam Prophesies Yet Again, Balaam Prophesies a Fourth Time, Balaam’s Final Prophecies, Israel’s Sin with the Moabite Women, God’s Punishment, The Aftermath

A coven of witches held an annual gathering in the hills near the campground the people had occupied. When they learned that the people were mostly Believers they decided that their presence might interfere with their spiritual environment. Their leaders contacted a high-level official in the coven network to come and coordinate a spiritual attack on the people in an effort to cause them to move.

Meanwhile, Mikal and Saree sensed in their spirit an intense desire to pray for spiritual protection, which they did. They called others to join them and exhorted all of the people to pray in-agreement.

The official arrived at the witches' gathering late in the evening and after a few greetings went to sleep. During the night his dreams frightened him, showing him suffering terribly after attempting to curse the Christians in the campground, so in the morning he told the witches he needed to consult with some others.

Those he consulted encouraged him to ignore his dream but that night the dream returned, but this time he died and went to hell. In the morning he packed his bags and left – warning those remaining to avoid doing anything against the Christians.

When have you been asked to pray for something and you were unsure if it was truly the will of God?  When have you responded with a heart jealous for righteousness toward an obvious sin?

Dear Lord, You require Your servants to listen closely and to obey completely, may I be found to be a good listener and a faithful follower.  You have warned us against dividing our loyalty between You and the false Gods, may I be found faithful to You alone.
 Please show me where I may either be rushing into a situation without a clear sense of Your instructions, or where I have been asked to support something in opposition to Your will or where I may be flaunting sin before You and man.
 (It may be tempting my brother to stumble in the way that I act or dress, It may be making of worldly things something important – drawing others to prioritize them over the more-important things of God (activities, celebrities, entertainment, hobbies, possessions, power, sports; for example, I may be presenting a careless or crass attitude toward the things of God in an effort to set myself apart as a rebel). Amen.  dmc2015
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Week 19 Day 7

OT (chronological)

Saturday (Psalm 90)

Psalm 90

As Mikal and Saree stood on the ridge and viewed the development, far off in the distance, they prayed – much as Moses prayed long ago as he viewed the Promised Land.

They reflected upon the experiences of the people and God's faithfulness to them.

They reflected on the unique characteristics of God; the eternal One - with a long perspective of events versus the short-view they and the people often took in the moment.

They contemplated the relative brevity of human life, versus that of the generations prior and the generations to come, whose experiences were, are, and will often be complicated by rebellious and self-destructive choices.

They asked that the Lord would help the people to better appreciate their mortality,  so that rather than living frivolously they would live wisely before Him, and they appealed for blessing and grace.

For the years  of tragedy and trouble back home and this time of wandering, they asked for an equal time of peace and stability.

They acknowledged that many of their troubles had been the result of their failure to defend the culture of their former home, and from choices they had made since leaving.

Since the Lord God has existed forever, and humankind briefly, it would seem wise for us to always begin every consideration from His perspective.

  When have you behaved as if you would live forever, without regard for the consequences of abuse to your body and the passage of time - only to discover the reality of your mortality?

Dear Lord, You are not like us; You have existed without beginning and will continue without end, Your holiness is offended by sin and honored by obedience.  May I choose to live in obedience so that I may be a useful instrument rather than a useless-discarded tool.

 Please reveal to me a place where I am being a poor steward of health and of time.

 Amen.  dmc2015
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