Daily Devotional

Week 17 Day 1

OT (chronological)

Sunday (Leviticus 1 - 7)

Sacrificial Regulations

The elderly teacher asked the people “Imagine for a moment that you can give something to God – something that He would find an acceptable gift.”

He then asked “When you commit a crime (a sin) against God - would you like to know how to pay a 'fine' and be forgiven?”

He then pressed them even further “What if your crime against God was unintentional, but the Law said that didn't matter, you were still guilty – wouldn't it be great to have a way out of trouble?”

He reminded them that when the Israelites, like them, were traveling from a bad place to a better place they were under the Law of God – every crime under His Law required punishment or sacrifice – every single one.

Back then grace came in the form of the sacrificial system, a perfectly-proportional system that matched the violation to the sacrifice.
In order to be certain that offerings came with the heart of Abel rather than that of Cain the Lord God set some high standards.
When have you had to resist the temptation to give God the leftovers of your gifts, your money, and/or your time?  When have you unintentionally sinned?  How have you made peace with God about that?  When have you sinned against a Christian, one who has been set-apart by the Lord God as His child, and had a clear sense in the moment – or later on – that the sin was even more grievous before a holy God?

Dear Lord, Show me where I need to pay closer attention to my heart-condition when approaching You in praise, prayer, study, and worship.  Show me where, due to my carelessness and/or ignorance (lack of knowledge or understanding of the Bible or of my circumstances) that I have sinned unintentionally.  Teach me how to give You the best and/or first of my gifts, my money, and my time - not merely my leftovers.  I confess my sin, repenting (turning away from) that sin, and ask – and accept - Your forgiveness. Help me to alter my daily walk in such ways as to avoid the repetition of those sins.  Amen. dmc2015
Daily Devotional

Week 17 Day 2

OT (chronological)

Monday (Leviticus 8 - 10)

Ordination of the Priests, Offerings, Perpetual Statutes the Lord Spoke

The elderly teacher said to the people “Picture this in your minds. Aaron brings the first offering into the new Tabernacle and God's fire consumed it.”

Then he asked them “Ho do you respond when you fix or make something and your efforts are successful, or you're playing some game and do exceptionally well, or you're watching someone else complete a challenging task? Do you clap your hands, pump your fist, or shout Amen?”

He continued “The ancient Israelites 'shouted loudly and fell down with their faces to the ground.'” because the Lord God had accepted their sacrifice – covering their sin. Jesus covers our sin – can we ever praise and thank Him enough?

We still sin and we still need forgiveness - right versus wrong, respectful versus disrespectful, righteous versus unrighteous, wise versus unwise are all defined by the Lord God and we violate those boundaries at our peril.

Our lives, all day every day, are to be our sacrifice to Him.
Have you made a commitment to the Lord to be in His Word, to dedicate your work to His glory, and to make your walk honoring to Him?  How are you doing?  When have you observed someone who had violated a custom, a law, a regulation, or a rule and was confronted with that?  Did it cause you to be more careful?

Dear Lord, You alone are the object of our praise and worship, we humble ourselves before You.  May I be found subservient to You -  neither honoring or praising any deceptive exhibition of power from a human or spiritual source.  Your Word is sovereign. When You act in judgment of a wrong we must trust Your perfect holiness and never doubt Your righteousness.  May I never-forget Who You are. Amen.  dmc2015
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Week 17 Day 3

OT (chronological)

Tuesday (Leviticus 11 - 15)

Clean and Unclean Creatures, Ritual Cleanliness and Uncleanliness, Purification Rituals

The elderly teacher asked the people “How many times has the food you've eaten made you ill? How much more common was that while we were traveling rather than when we were home or here?”
He continued “We are but one thousand but imagine one million! How much more difficult to manage food acquisition, handling, and disposal? What about the spread of disease between people?”
He reminded them that the ancient Israelites had little understanding of the relationship between health, sickness, and their diet (and were also in an unfamiliar region), but God did and He provided guidelines as to which creatures were to be avoided.  The Lord is never arbitrary or random.  Despite the ravages of the Fall the human body was still perfectly understood by the Lord God.
God provided Moses with a list of living things that may and may not be eaten ‘This is the kind of creature you may eat from among all the animals ...“

There were two reasons for this list; one was because He knew which animals were healthy and unhealthy (and which, absent modern refrigeration, would turn bad quickly), and the other was part of the larger plan to teach the people to make a choice to walk obediently in all things – even what they ate.

He pointed out that earlier in the Old Testament the Lord God specified the correct age for a child's  circumcision – modern studies show that the eighth day of life is when Vitamin K levels, a natural clotting agent, peaks in a child.  The Israelites could not have known this - but the Lord did.

He reminded them that the Lord God addressed the management of diseased infections in a scientifically-sound, for the ancient context, manner – consistent with His treatment of foods early childhood care.
Finally, he challenged them to make a list of things that they chose to avoid because they were “unclean”, which meant (in the new covenant sense), things that didn't build them up in Christ and were also a poor witness to the One Who dwelt within them.  He encouraged them to celebrate those things with a fellow Christian, to add one new thing to that list, then to intentionally avoid that as well. [Things to consider were a nagging health problem related to something they were doing (or failing to do), something they were taking into their bodies (breathing, drinking, or eating), or activities in which they were engaged that created health risks.]
Dear Lord, Please reveal to me the clean and unclean things that enter my body daily, not just through my mouth but through all of my activities and senses. Please show me how I should alter my activities, diet, or other health-related choices. Amen.  dmc2015
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Week 17 Day 4

OT (chronological)

Wednesday (Leviticus 16 - 18)

The Day of Atonement

The elderly teacher asked the people “Do you know the meaning of the word, scapegoat?” to which they replied “Yes!”.

He asked them “Do you remember the way things were in the story of Genesis, before the Fall?” and they again replied “Yes!”

The he said “Let's connect the two as we look at God's regulations for the Day of Atonement and for marriage relationships.”

We have a modern term for one who bears the iniquities of another “scapegoat”.  Much of the attack upon the Israelites then, Jews over history, and Christians today - as well as the very nature of a sustainable civilization - comes in the form of the rebellious promotion of the values God forbade in Leviticus 18.

Many pagan rituals, then and now, included and include the ritual drinking of blood.  The notion was to imagine the gaining of some sort of power, or the transfer of some sort of spiritual presence, all of which was in opposition to the teaching of the Lord God.
When Aaron made the sacrifice of atonement he did so for himself, his family, and for all of the people.  The high priest was never set apart by the Lord God as somehow above the people in his imperfections – nor his need to make appropriate sacrifices to God.

The Lord God required that blood not be eaten.  He also required that when a wild animal or bird was killed for food its blood be poured out and covered with dirt.  This was both a matter of health and of teaching a powerful symbolic message about the source of life – a symbolism that was used for understanding of the work of Jesus on the Cross.

The gene pool had been significantly degraded by this time due to the Fall and inter-marriage within the Israelite nation was many hundreds of years old, thus marriage to close relatives created the risk of multiplying serious genetic defects.
For everything the focal point was their right standing before a holy God.  All of these forbidden acts were against His design from the Creation and each therefore represented a rebellion by those who according to the covenant were to be holy.
Dear Lord, Please show me where the lines are being blurred between the clear message of the Bible that God is the source of life, and that all life belongs to him,  and pagan teachings that imply God-like power in the hands of humans - and in spiritual-beings other than God. Show me where I may be compromising with a false teaching or drifting into some kind of idolatry. Amen.  dmc2015
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Week 17 Day 5

OT (chronological)

Thursday (Leviticus 19 - 20)

Religious and Social Regulations

The elderly teacher asked the people “What do you think of these guidelines for living?”
Do not slander others

Do not seek vengeance.

Defend a brother in danger.

Love your neighbor as yourself.

Do “... not hate your brother in your heart.”

Do not bear a grudge against a fellow Believer.

Deal honestly with one another, no cheating or lying.

Warn a brother who has stumbled so that you do not share in his guilt.

Parents, no matter how poor, do not cause your daughter to be a prostitute.

Do not decorate yourselves to draw attention with odd styles, and do not be tattoo-ed.

Treat foreigners respectfully, when they are welcomed guests, but don't make the Trojan Horse error [not knowing those with whom you associate and trust among you].

Avoid witchcraft; no divining [asking spirits to show where wells should be], no trying to communicate with the dead, no fortune telling, and be respectful to angels and elders.

And practical advice:

Do not mix different seed in the same field.

Do not wear a garment made of two different kinds of fabric. [There are significant moisture-management differences between fabrics like cotton and wool – in their primitive environment unmanaged moisture could have led to illness.]

Do not allow two different kinds of your animals to breed [e.g. donkey and horse because they produce the mule which cannot reproduce].
The Lord God's consistency is obvious throughout the Bible and His practical advice perfect.

Dear Lord, Please remind me daily of Your holiness and of my responsibility to live holy before You.  May the influences of witchcraft, or anything like it, never be found in my home - or anywhere else where I have authority. Amen.  dmc2015
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Week 17 Day 6

OT (chronological)

Friday (Leviticus 21 – 24:9)

Rules for the Priests

The elderly teacher challenged the people “Do you live intentionally? Or, do you rush from one activity to another, from one fad to the next, from entertainment to work and back to entertainment?”
He reminded them that every detail of God's rules for the ancient priests and for the people had meaning and purpose. The new covenant was somewhat foreign to the Israelites, thus God wisely provided for them great detail and many moments wherein which to reinforce its importance in their lives.

“You must not present anything that has a flaw, because it will not be acceptable for your benefit.”
“You must be sure to do my commandments. I am the Lord.”
“You must not profane my holy name”
“the Lord’s appointed times, holy assemblies, which you must proclaim at their appointed time”
“you must bring the sheaf of the first portion of your harvest to the priest”

With all of the detail of all of the religious activities the lives of the Israelites was deeply infused with an awareness of the presence of God, their dependence upon Him, and their obligations to Him.  This was essential to the covenant to which they had agreed.

When have you discovered that without a regular, not necessarily rigid – but not careless either – time set apart for God that you drifted into a benign neglect of your relationship with Him?

Dear Lord, While there are no longer priests and highly-regulated religious events and sacrifices You are still holy.  Since I am the 'tabernacle' of Your Holy Spirit may my life be lived increasingly-holy before You. Please show me where I have become either too ritualized or too careless about my time with the You, Your Word, and Your people.
  Help me to intentionally act to assure that I have a daily time apart with You, that I gather regularly with Your people to celebrate, encourage, learn, and pray, and that I will otherwise build for myself a system that keeps awareness of You ever before me. Amen.  dmc2015
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Week 17 Day 7

OT (chronological)

Saturday (Leviticus 24:10 - 27)

A Case of Blaspheming the Name, Life for life, Regulations, Obedience, Restoration through Confession and Repentance

The elderly teacher concluded his teaching from Leviticus, saying “The Lord God had amazing plans to bless the Israelites - and He has amazing plans to bless you. However, please observe carefully, that the pathways of His blessing are found - in your obedience to Him.”
In order to teach the Israelites to respect life and to not be bullies the Lord God used an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth principle of consequences - for impetuous or venal actions against another person.  The Israelites were rescued from slavery in Egypt by the Lord God, and were bound to Him through the covenant; therefore, an attack on a fellow Israelite was an attack on His family.

Disrespect and ridicule are methods used to diminish the credibility and influence of a person. To prevent the devil from using misuse of the Lord's Name (to undermine the Lord God's effectiveness), during the formative times of the new OT covenant Israel, the response had to be unmistakably strong.

The Lord God consistently made arrangements for the poor to participate fully in Israelite commerce and society.  He also made arrangements to enable those who temporarily fell upon hard times to be restored to full freedom within the community.

The Lord God repeated in layers of systems (the sacrificial system, the rules and regulations of their business and interpersonal lives, and the contrast between blessing and curse based on their obedience), and also in a variety of ways (demonstrations of power, withheld judgment, His finger of writing on the stone tablets) His simple message of hope and promise – all predicated on the keeping of the covenant to which Israel had agreed – to be priest-led and to live holy before a God Who wanted to bless them.

We must repent of careless language and/or careless conduct that brings disrespect or ridicule to the Lord's Name because we are His children.  It may be words we know that we should not use but which have become a habit, clothes that we wear that are inappropriate for a Christian, practices that we indulge which are contrary to His moral will, or dabbling in other religious which we know to be in conflict with Biblical Christianity. Our rebellion may be cheating, lying, laziness, disrespect, neglect of responsibilities to others, neglect of our relationship with God, idolatry of self, idolatry of others, etc.  Every sin is an act of rebellion, even when that sin persists in the heart and is never realized in the external flesh.

Dear Lord, Your name is neither a secret nor is it forbidden to speak or to write, but it is to be honored and respected because You are the One true and holy God.  Please transform me so that I am a cleaner and more useful vessel for You to use to pour-out Your love into this world.  May all that I do and say in Your name bring only praise to You. Amen.  dmc2015
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