Daily Devotional

Week 25 Day 1

OT (chronological)

Sunday (Judges 13)

Samson’s Birth

The Townies again drifted back into situational ethics and superstition, which caused the same societal chaos as before, and once again it resulted in another heavy-handed secular manager imposed by the host government.

After 40 years the Lord God heard the cries of the faithful Christian Believers in Hopetown and He sent them a new leader via a very unusual process.

A young mother delivered way too early, at 23 weeks, a time when a baby rarely survives and if they do they often have significant physical problems. But she had avoided alcoholic beverages, drugs, and unhealthy foods and was faithful in fellowship, prayer, study, and worship - so the baby had the best environment.

Her mother had a dream that her baby would become a significant leader in Hopetown, but when she shared her dream with her husband they became obsessed with the details of the imagery and lost sight of the message – that God planned to bless their baby for His purposes.

Their daughter's task would be to begin the liberation of Hopetown by challenging the Townies to take responsibility for the mess they had created by pushing God aside.

When have you become so focused on the messenger, or observed that in others, that you (or they) had trouble even remembering the message?

Dear Lord, Please reveal to me a place in my life where I've become so interested in the messenger, or the mode of the message-delivery, that I'm missing the essence of the message. It may be a 'celebrity preacher', a gifted musician, an unusual worship environment, or anything else – or the opposite, where I'm missing the message because something in the process isn't 'my style'. Amen.  dmc2016
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Week 25 Day 2

OT (chronological)

Monday (Judges 14-15)

Samson’s Failed Engagement, Samson Versus the Philistines

The child (Salle) grew up to be a healthy and strong woman, fond of both learning and outdoor activity, but she proved a bit more Esau than Issac in temperament – impulsive.

One day Salle went into the city and decided at first-sight she wanted to marry a non-Christian man whose appearance and charm impressed her.  Since she was only seventeen, and Hopetown custom required parental involvement, she returned home to ask her parents to make arrangements with his.

This was wrong on several levels; she was called from birth to serve God - for her to marry an non-Believer risked spiritual pollution, she was acting impulsively - which was immature and careless, and the rush implied a rude and disrespectful demandingness toward her parents – with no time for their wise counsel.

They became engaged, but as the wedding plans came together, some of his friends and relatives demanded that she sign a contract stating that she would raise their children in his customs as well as those of Hopetown.  Some even threatened to harm her family if she refused to sign.  Her fiance stood silent and in a rage she stormed out and took her family home.

His relatives got him drunk, convinced him that she hated him, and had a clerk marry him to an old girlfriend.  When Salle returned to discuss things with him she learned what had happened, and though they offered his younger brother (with no contract required), she flooded social media with the story – embarrassing them all badly.

Some in Hopetown encouraged Salle to apologize and to remove her posts, and maybe even marry the younger brother – to make peace – but she instead hacked the family site, found pictures of the drunken night and wedding, and posted those even more widely than the first.

Dear Lord, Your plan and timing was to begin the liberation of Hopetown, and Salle was the instrument You selected.  May I not forget that merely because you select a person, as Your instrument, it does not mean that You endorse all that they are or all that they do.  You say that revenge is Yours, and the stories of Samson (and Salle) illustrate what happens when mere humans take it upon themselves to deliver revenge.  May I be wise enough to resist the fleshy temptation to attack another, verbally, physically, other otherwise - in a fit of unrighteous rage. Amen.  dmc2016
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Week 25 Day 3

OT (chronological)

Tuesday (Judges 16)

Samson’s Downfall, Samson’s Death and Burial

Salle continued in her foolish ways, this time taking up with a man with a reputation for irresponsible gambling, and when that didn't work out she became infatuated with a man who was a con artist.

The friends and family of her former fiance' still held a grudge but had worked hard to rebuild their reputation in the city while maintaining some illegal activities to make lots of money.

They promised Salle's new romantic interest a lot of money if he would get them enough dirt to destroy her reputation in the city and in Hopetown. He hid spy cameras everywhere in her apartment, tapped her Internet router, and installed a secret app on her phone.

Eventually they gathered several out-of-context quotes, planted drugs in her apartment, and convinced the police to raid her apartment – they found the drugs, she was arrested, and she was convicted as a dealer and jailed.

Her enemies had a huge party, to celebrate their dishonest and revengeful-victory, but in the midst of their party - the national police (to whom Salle had provided evidence of their illegal activities and political corruption) raided.  Many of them were convicted and jailed.

Like Samson, Salle seemed unable to learn from her mistakes, generally resulting from her choice of men based on charm and wealth rather than righteousness.  Like Samson - Salle made herself more of a blunt weapon than a skilled instrument in God's plan.

Why would Samson, and Salle, have behaved so foolishly given their life calling?

Dear Lord, As Christian-Believers You have a right to total Lordship over every detail of our lives.  In our rebellion we often do foolish things, which can lead to our worldly destruction.  May I not react to difficult circumstances with rage, engage in crude and foolish talk, dishonest dealings with others, gossip, laziness, pornography (or other sexual sin), substance abuse, etc. Although You can even use our foolishness in your great plan - may I be less foolish so that I am useful to You as a positive and productive instrument. Amen.  dmc2016
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Week 25 Day 4

OT (chronological)

Wednesday (Judges 17)

Micah Makes His Own Religion, Micah Hires a Professional

Manny was raised in the city in the situational ethics and superstitious ways of the local culture. His mother was a single parent who took advantage of every free resource and hid the money she made from various activities.  Sometimes she worked and was paid in unreported cash and other times she was involved in a variety of criminal activities.

Manny knew where his mother kept the cash hidden and one day he stole it.  He had no specific plan to use the money, he just wanted it, and he thought he could take anything he wanted.  His mother discovered the missing money and told everyone she'd hurt whoever took it.

Manny heard about her threat and announced that he had the cash but had done nothing with it and would return it.  She complimented him as if he were a hero – and since he hadn't spent it she considered it unworthy of punishment.

Manny's mother bought him an online ordination as a bishop of a fake online church, which unwittingly set him up on the wrong side of God, and unintentionally hurt him - spiritually.

His mother gave him some of the money and Manny created some religious items to sell as magical blessings, some special clothes made to appear religious, and he created a small studio at home for his online services.  He hired his son to take care of all of the details.  He also hired a defrocked priest to help him to recruit followers.

When have you experienced or observed a religious leader who was entrusted with responsibility but who was clearly functioning in opposition to God's Word?

Dear Lord, You warn us that everything we worship – directly or indirectly (when we divert our attention from You) will bring harm to us.  I will prayerfully review those whom I am trusting for accountability, discipleship, Christian fellowship and/or teaching to discern if the Holy Spirit approves or disapproves.  May I be careful every day to be certain that You are first in all things. Amen.  dmc2016
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Week 25 Day 5

OT (chronological)

Thursday (Judges 18)

The Tribe of Dan Finds an Inheritance

A small group of Townies, who followed a get-rich, situational ethics, superstitious sect in Hopetown, traveled to the city in search of adventure.  They had listened to Manny's invented-religion talks on the Internet and sought him out.

Once there they decided that Manny had some things that they wanted so two of them took him to lunch, feeding his ego by listening to him talk, while the others stole all of this studio equipment and religious items.  The two with Manny - at the restaurant, ran out and jumped into one of their cars, and they raced out of the city.

Manny tried to catch them, but his tiny urban electric car was no match for their more powerful vehicles, so he turned back.

The thieves fled to the mountains where they set up in an abandoned group of cabins and started their own cult – using a modified version of the false religion of Manny.

Their future was filled with conflict, confusion, and trouble as they were believing and serving a lie.

When have you thought that you had acquired something valuable, in the eyes of the world, only to discover that you had paid too high of a price in your relationship with God and/or with fellow Believers?

Dear Lord, You show us the good and right way to believe and to live in Your Bible - but we all-too-often choose to go our own destructive and rebellious way.  Show me where I may be pursuing worldly values, am selling-out Your values, and am rationalizing sin along the way.  May I recognize Your provision and Your path and follow You more-closely every single day. Amen.  dmc2016
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Week 25 Day 6

OT (chronological)

Friday (Judges 19)

Sodom and Gomorrah Revisited

Hopetown continued to drift into situational ethics and superstition, fewer and fewer gathered in fellowships to discuss the Bible's relevance to their lives, or to worship God together. Everyone pretty much did as they wanted and lived according to fads and self-centered values.

A cult-like televangelist, who had previously been pastor of a protestant church, had made himself very wealthy promoting get-rich-quick schemes, making excuses for much of the selfish and sinful behavior in Hopetown, and constantly criticized anyone who questioned his activities.

He traveled to a section of Hopetown, which still hosted some pockets of wealthy citizens, but was now surrounded by some of the most extreme misbehavior. He was visiting a man who had sent him large sums of money when they heard people shouting outside the house.

They were demanding that he give them his new sports car, his $1,000. suit and shoes, and his expensive new cellphone – he instead sent his young assistant out to talk to them.

They beat him up, stripped him of his suit and shoes, took his cellphone and wallet, stole his identity and ruined his credit – all in one night.

The televangelist publicly demanded that the leaders of Hopetown fix the mess but accepted no responsibility for any of it himself.

The Lord God was not pleased with Hopetown and this event was to be a teachable-moment to gain their attention.

Dear Lord, You have demonstrated over and over how much You hate sin, yet we persist in returning to our flesh-dominated and demon-manipulated ways over and over.  It may be alcohol, food, or drug abuse.  It may be debt or dishonesty, a lust for power or the lure of promiscuity, it may be laziness or the idolatry of perfectionism, it may be disrespecting God, parents, or fellow Christians - who have Biblically-earned the right to be honored, respected, and trusted.  May I intentionally prioritize  accountability, discipleship, prayer-without-ceasing, and the time in Your Word that is necessary to keep me from drifting into such terrible sin. Amen.  dmc2016
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Week 25 Day 7

OT (chronological)

Saturday (Judges 20-21)
Civil War Breaks Out, 600 Brides for 600 Brothers
The righteously-indignant, and equally hypocritical, majority in Hopetown were shocked at what had happened and cried out for action.  They all felt suddenly vulnerable.

A huge mob gathered chanting vengeance and some began setting fires and vandalizing buildings – none of which had anything to do with the crime they claimed to care about.

The angry mob slowly moved toward the section of Hopetown where the crime had occurred, they had no clear leadership, and they had not bothered to consult God or wise Hopetown elders.

When they tried to cross an old wooden bridge too many crossed at once and the bridge collapsed.  Many were injured and they busied themselves getting them medical care.

Their anger, rather than abating, now increased as others joined them – so they pressed ahead, knocking down a fence in their path, thinking it was a shorter route. They were right about the distance but wrong to presume that the fence had no serious purpose.

Suddenly they found themselves surrounded by hundreds of angry geese who attacked the trespassers. By the time they had fled back out of the property, and pushed the fence back up into place, many were bleeding from their faces, hands, and legs.  Again they had to seek medical care.  They were exhausted.

Finally, someone persuaded them to try a different way; help the police to track the criminals, boycott anyone made excuses for criminals, and find ways to stop their activities on the Internet.  They were so successful that they drove a whole sub-division in Hopetown into bankruptcy.  To keep from losing those homes to outsiders they allowed an elder in the subdivision to win a Hopetown lottery and use the funds to save the homes.

Dear Lord, It is horrifying to a modern Christian to read the things that happened in the past, yet we have excused or tolerated equally terrible things (abortion, Crusades, religious persecutions, and even slavery) in our so-called modern and civilized societies.  May I not be blinded in my criticism of the sins of the past and miss the sins of today - displayed in the mirror of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  dmc2016
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