Daily Devotional

Week 24 Day 1

OT (chronological)

Sunday (Judges 1 - 2)

Judah Takes the Lead, Partial Success, Confrontation and Repentance at Bokim, The End of an Era, A Monotonous Cycle, A Divine Decision

With Jere and Cy gone the new elders led the Townies as Hopetown grew and faced many challenges.

From the beginning the Townies failed to completely purge Hopetown of the situational ethics and superstition of the old gang influence – the result was constant conflict as the children left behind tried to maintain a cultural connection with the past – and they drew some of the Townies in with them.

Because the Lord God knew of the seeds of rebellion in the hearts of the people He did not purge Hopetown of the gang remnant influence, He fulfilled His promise to find them a new home, but allowed the consequence of the people's unfaithfulness to remain among them as a test.

In the old testament God wanted the Israelites to choose to follow Him, not to create an artificial environment where there were no alternatives. The Israelites could have been faithful - because some among them were; Moses, Joshua, and Caleb to name three.

Despite the history of God's faithfulness the Israelites still choose to worship false gods - because those religions appealed to their flesh rather than to their righteousness – just as we are also prone to do.

Dear Lord, You give us the freedom to choose to follow You closely, or to wander.  You also allow us to experience the consequences. You want us to freely choose You rather than be forced or manipulated.  May I choose to follow You closely - with a heart of grateful love.
 Amen.  dmc2015
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Week 24 Day 2

OT (chronological)

Monday (Judges 3)

Othniel: A Model Leader, Deceit, Assassination, and Deliverance

As time passed the young Townies intermarried with the the former children of the gangs and drifted into their historic culture of situational ethics and superstition.

God allowed the Townies to be troubled by conflict, crime, and evil spirits for several years until they cried out to Him in prayer – then He sent Jere's son to lead them through discipleship and community discipline - which brought them peace for many years.

The Townies drifted into unfaithfulness to God again and things became so conflicted that the host government sent an outsider to manage Hopetown for twice as many years as the first troubles.  They again cried out to God and He raised up Jere's grandson to lead them.  The Townies had another season of peace.

A large real estate corporation tried to seize control of Hopetown but the Lord intervened because they were a launching pad for evangelism, an incubator for discipleship of new refugees, and – when not in rebellion-mode – they were in other ways often a useful instrument in His great plan.

When have you forgotten the negative consequences of a bad choice over time and repeated it, only to suffer an even more negative impact the second time?

Dear Lord, When we come to an end to our pride and rebellion and cry out to You then You rescue us. I ask Your Holy Spirit to reveal to me a place where I am drifting into things that harm me and others and offend You.  May I come to You first, whenever I am uncertain that my choices may in any way be offensive to You. Amen.  dmc2016
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Week 24 Day 3

OT (chronological)

Tuesday (Judges 4 - 5)

Deborah Summons Barak, Celebrating the Victory in Song

The Townies eventually cycled back into rebellion and God allowed them to be taken-over by another  manager appointed by the host government.  After 20 years of strict, secular, and sometimes corrupt  treatment they cried out to the Lord.

Dami was a married woman and teacher who also served, as requested, as a arbitrator, conciliator, and mediator to assist in settling disputes.  She had recently been asked to serve as an adviser to the elders of Hopetown.

Dami advised the elders to petition the host government to remove their manager.

When the government summoned the elders for a meeting the timid elders insisted that she accompany them as their spokesperson.

Dami said that, just as in the old testament, they would not be remembered as brave advocates of freedom but that a woman would be given that honor by the Lord. The elders and Dami traveled to meet with the host government.

While they were there another woman, named Jan, sent Dami an electronic file containing text and video evidence of the manager's ethical, legal, and policy violations at Hopetown.  He had boasted to her on video, wanting to impress her with his power, but Jan was a honorable married woman and a devoted Christian – two characteristics which further humiliated the arrogant secular manager - when the news was reported.

The host government removed their manager and restored control of Hopetown to Dami and the elders.

Dear Lord, When You have a task to be completed, and the one You first choose refuses to step-out in faith, You choose another.  May I be faithful do all that You ask so that I may not miss the blessing of serving as Your instrument in the world. Amen.  dmc2016
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Week 24 Day 4

OT (chronological)

Wednesday (Judges 6 – 7:23)

Gideon

The Townies again drifted into rebellion, running-up debts for non-essential items – and the large bank in a nearby city - to whom they owed repayment - was threatening to take their homes.

The Lord God had led a young woman named Chisolm to study law. She had only recently been approved as a lawyer and worked part time in a small law office.  She heard of the trouble and prayed about a possible solution.

She felt the Lord encouraging her to get involved and asked fellow Christian Believers, old and young, to pray for affirmation, courage, guidance, and provision. All of them sensed the same response to prayer as she.

Chisolm met with a group of the affected Townies and they agreed to allow her to represent them.

She researched the loan contracts, the law, and the conditions of the Townies' presence in Hopetown.

She then sent a letter to the bank, informing them of her involvement, and that her initial research indicated that their threat to take homes in Hopetown was legally unsupported.  She affirmed that debts were owed, stated that the articles purchased were the only legitimate collateral, and that the affected Townies were requesting more time to repay - and that would make good on their debts.

The bank had many friends in places of business and political power and their response was arrogantly-dismissive and terse; essentially stating that they would take whatever actions would quickly recover the debt owed and that they weren't interested in her information or her involvement.

Three hundred of the three thousand Townies offered to travel to the bank's headquarters to protest for reconsideration, in hopes of embarrassing them into reasonableness, Chisolm prayed and asked only thirty to go – thirty seemed an unimpressive number.

Once there the thirty held up signs, prayed, and politely answered questions asked by passers-by – one of whom called the media, another called an elected official, and a third posted to social media.  Within hours over 1,000 people had flooded the area holding signs with similar complains of abuse, media was everywhere – showing video and conducting interviews – and the elected official was on the phone to the bank.  Suddenly they agreed to her terms and the threats to the Townies' homes were withdrawn.

The Townies thanked Chisolm but she gave all of the credit to God.

Dear Lord, You are so patient and forgiving, even as we sin against You again and again.  May I not test Your patience but be ever-vigilant to resist the temptations of the enemy to selfishly turn away from You and Your wisdom. Amen.  dmc2016

Daily Devotional

Week 24 Day 5

OT (chronological)

Thursday (Judges 7:24 - 8)

Gideon Appeases the Ephraimites, Gideon Tracks Down the Midianite Kings, Gideon Rejects a Crown but Makes an Ephod, Gideon’s Story Ends, Israel Returns to Baal-Worship

The 270 Townies not chosen to take the protest to the bank in the city were joyful at the success but unhappy that they had been excluded – so Chisolm equipped them with teaching materials and sent them out to disciple the rest of Hopetown about caution with debt.

She then publicly celebrated that while the 30 had been used to solve one crisis the 270 had equipped all of Hopetown to avoid many crises.

Some Townies proposed abolishing the elders and making Chisolm the sole leader of Hopetown but she refused.  She suggested that they memorialize the even by building a small statue of a bank from which money poured-out at the foot of a cross - with some people nearby praying.

Later in life Chisolm wrote a book then started a radio talk show where she repeated her life story and became rich hosting other celebrities who told their stories so they could sell their books as well.

As time passed, and the story was told and re-told, many people began naming their children Chisolm, pressuring them to become lawyers, and obsessing about making a lot of money – saying that God's message through Chisolm that was that they should all be rich.

Dear Lord, You fight the fights that matter in our lives, and You forgive us things we should never even consider doing – things that offend You.  May I be careful not to stray and humbly repent and seek forgiveness, rather than haughty arrogance, when I fail. Amen.  dmc2016

Daily Devotional

Week 24 Day 6

OT (chronological)

Friday (Judges 9)

Abimelech Murders His Brothers, Jotham’s Parable, God Fulfills Jotham’s Curse

Chisolm's husband died and she married a charismatic descendant of the gangs who was not a Christian Believer and they had one child.  He divorced her after a few years and made it his mission to turn the child against her and to teach him to lust for power in Hopetown.

After Chisolm's death the bizarre cultic-belief that the statue meant that everyone should become rich had spread and Alsin had been raised in that belief by his father.

Alsin was always jealous of the children of Chisolm by her first husband, he believed they had more opportunities, and therefore their success was unfairly achieved. He also believed that Chisolm should have accepted the offer to be the sole leader of Hopetown and that he should claim that role.

Alsin planned a memorial event for Chisolm and publicly invited all of his step-brothers and sisters, the elders, and some other key community leaders. The children felt duty-bound to attend in respect for their mother, even though they disliked Alsin and doubted his motives – and the others came out of respect for her memory as well.

Alsin hired a criminal from the city to set the gathering place on fire and all but he and one step-sister of Chisolm were killed.  She suspected him and escaped to the mountains to save her life – and from there she sent a message to a trusted government official. Meanwhile, Alsin was considered an innocent victim and the sole survivor and out of sympathy was given power over Hopetown.

Because there was no evidence to prove the tragedy was murder the government official monitored  Alsin's associates until there was enough evidence to arrest them on charges of corruption.  Alsin's associated came to the belief that Alsin had set them up so he didn't have to share power.  After they were released, pending trial, they returned to attack Alsin - and in the battle he was killed and the others were arrested.

Do you see a pattern in history to this very day where people reject God and then pursue fame, money, and power – all of which blinds them to truth and justice?

Dear Lord, Revenge is Yours-alone because it is perfectly-precise and perfectly-holy and is meted-out upon those who stand against You.  Sometimes the way You cause justice to happen amazes us. May I be careful to never ally myself with those who oppose my Lord God. Amen.  dmc2016
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Week 24 Day 7

OT (chronological)

Saturday (Judges 10 - 12)

Stability Restored, The Lord’s Patience Runs Short, An Outcast Becomes a General, Jephthah Gives a History Lesson, A Foolish Vow Spells Death for a Daughter, Civil Strife Mars the Victory, Order Restored

Two honorable Townies led Hopetown for forty-five years, one following the other, but then the Townies drifted back into situational ethics – justifying sin, and superstition – allowing the enemy to deceive them.

The people avoided teaching and accountability in fellowships. Symptoms of the drift included a rise in bankruptcies, broken families, crime, joblessness, substance abuse, suicide, and teen pregnancy.

The host government again assigned a manager to Hopetown who quickly imposed severe penalties for a wide variety of offenses, assessed new fees to pay for a larger enforcement bureaucracy, and blamed church leaders for all of the problems – which was contrary to history.

After nearly 20 years a large group of Christian Townies gathered for a week to repent and seek liberation from the harsh outsider and God raised-up a distant descendant of Chisolm - whose relationship also to Alsin had resulted in considerable social isolation.

Jayson had worked hard to build a successful small business and was highly respected in the small church he attended on the outskirts of Hopetown.  The Townies discovered that despite their unjust prejudices toward him - he was a powerful prayer and spiritual warrior whose positive attitude and faith in God inspired those around him.

The Townies asked him to advocate for them and Jayson tried to reason with the government-appointed manager but he was unwilling to recognize that his anti-Christian policies were counter-productive.

In his report to the Christian Townies the young Jayson impetuously declared that if God removed the government manager, and allowed him to restore Hopetown, he'd remain single and devoted to him the rest of his life.

The manager resigned and for 30 years Jayson and other committed Christians led Hopetown.

During the struggle for Hopetown Jayson met and fell in love with a wonderful Christian woman, and she with him, but due to his pledge to God it could not be; heartbroken, she left Hopetown for a new life in the city.

Dear Lord, You answer the prayers of the faithful in Your time and Your way and You don't require grandiose promises from us. You are never careless in deed or word, and neither should we.  May I follow Your model as an intentional-Christian, thinking before acting or speaking, prayerfully considering what would be Your perspective. Amen.  dmc2016
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