Daily Devotional

Week 23 Day 1

OT (chronological)

Sunday (Joshua 1 - 4)

The Lord Commissions Joshua, Joshua Prepares for the Invasion, Joshua Sends Spies into the Land, Israel Crosses the Jordan, Israel Commemorates the Crossing

With Mikal and Saree gone the young Jere and the elder Cy spoke with the representatives of the host government to learn how and when they would go about entering the development.

They also found a quiet place to pray - and there the Lord encouraged them to be bold and fearless, because He would be with them; indeed, He had already gone on ahead and prepared the way – but He reminded them that everything was conditioned upon their faithfulness 

While praying in the mountains they received a call from government operatives informing them that a young female from the development was headed their way – and asking if they wanted her intercepted – they said no.

The young woman identified herself as Reye, said that she had been kidnapped by the drug gangs and locked in the radio shop because she was able to repair and program their communications gear and monitor government activities. She said she'd escaped by overloading the digital lock while everyone was sleeping.

Jere knew enough about technology to verify her story as accurate – so they trusted her.

Reye said that she would tell them when they could enter the development without conflict – if they promised to allow her to stay with them. She said the gang had killed the only family she had.

Jere and Cy gave the people three days notice to prepare to enter the development.

Jere and Cy inherited leadership of the same stiff-necked people as had troubled Mikal and Saree for so long, they would be praying a lot in the days, months, and years ahead.

Dear Lord, You are our strength, You are our truth, You are our power, and You are our wisdom.  May I dwell upon Your glory and love, learn, remember and share Your Word, and follow you all of my days.  You go on ahead and prepare the way, may I obey You with confidence.  You make a way for us where there seems no way.  May I trust You always. Amen.  dmc2015
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Week 23 Day 2

OT (chronological)

Monday (Joshua 5 - 6)

A New Generation is Circumcised, Israel Conquers Jericho

Jere and Cy called upon the elders to fast and pray for 48 of the 72 hours prior to the planned entrance to the development – Cy joined them as he would not be physically leading the event.

What Reye had disclosed to them is that all of the males, 11 years of age or older, who were currently occupying the development – would be away for 2-3 days – beginning a little over 72 hours from the moment that she initially spoke with them on the mountain.

The occasion was a time of testing and training for all of the males and females aged 11-70 years old. The development was left to the elderly men and women to manage. The gang leaders were sure that no one knew they were there, and even if they did, no one would dare to challenge them.

When the time came hundreds of healthy young men and women, from among the people, walked into the development from every direction – disarmed the few elderly men and women who were armed – and seized control.

Reye led a small advance team to cut all outgoing communications, jamming cellphones and other portable radios, disabling internet and wired telephones - so that no one could alert the others.

Government agencies set a trap for the returning gang members, who were exhausted from their testing and training, and easily captured them.

The people gathered and celebrated God's provision and protection.

Dear Lord, You are the power and we are Your tools, what You say will be will be.  May Joshua be one of my Biblical role models for faithful service to You. Today I will prayerfully seek an opportunity to be the Lord's instrument as He reveals Himself through a miracle, it may be Him leading me victory over a sin, Him using me to walk alongside another in such a victory, the salvation of one or more, the restoration of a prodigal, a prayer-agent in healing, or whatever else He may choose. Amen. dmc2015
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Week 23 Day 3

OT (chronological)

Tuesday (Joshua 7 - 8)

Achan Sins and is Punished, Israel Conquers Ai, Covenant Renewal

The rest of the people did not immediately enter the development, which they had nicknamed “Hopetown”, because the status of the gang-associated children, elderly men and women, and all of the gang resources needed to be resolved – in coordination with the host government.

The opportunity to take the development peacefully had come so suddenly that the host government was barely able to handle all of those it had captured – they were not at all ready for the children and the elderly.

Jere and Cy offered to delay the people (who had taken the nickname “Townies”) moving into Hopetown until suitable arrangements could be made.

All seemed well with the taking of the development until some of the Townies turned their sights on the storage buildings. A rumor had spread which said that the gang had stored gold, weapons, alcohol, and other valuables there.
 Without asking anyone in leadership, or the host government, for permission  they smashed the locks, threw open the doors, and a series of explosions injured and killed several of them – the buildings had been booby-trapped.

Jere and Cy rushed to the scene, prayed for the injured, and demanded to know who had organized the deadly raid. It turned out that the impetuous self-appointed leaders had been killed in the explosions.

The host government sent a bomb squad to search the buildings and remove the remaining defenses, of which there remained several, then they said that following an inventory – and the removal of evidence and prohibited materials – the Townies could do as they wished with the rest.

Jere and Cy called for the Townies in Hopetown, and those still waiting at the campground, to join in a time of prayer – asking God to remove their temptation to ignore leadership and for patience as some remaining challenges were resolved.

Dear Lord, You are holy and Your commands are to always be obeyed both to the intent and to the letter if mankind wishes to receive the blessings for obedience - with which they are associated.  May I be intentional in following Your instructions carefully, turning neither to the left or to the right, honoring the authority of leaders, pausing to discover Your will – as it may often differ from mine. Amen.  dmc2015
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Week 23 Day 4

OT (chronological)

Wednesday (Joshua 9)

The Gibeonites Deceive Israel

Cy was approached by a small group of the elderly men and women from the gang who said “You are like us, a parent, grandparent, and great-grandparent, so we believe that you will understand.”

They reminded him that the children no longer had mothers or fathers, that they had been trying to feed the infants using bottles but that they really should be nursed, and they lacked the energy to properly care for the rest of the children. There was also a need to educate the children.

Cy responded from his sympathetic feelings and assured them that the Townies would meet the needs of the children until the host government provided alternative resources. When the others heard what he had done they were not happy.

Jere challenged Cy for making such a commitment without consulting him, the elders, and the host government – and for not even stopping long enough to seek the Lord's wisdom. She reminded him that once the Townies were seen meeting those needs the host government would feel no pressure to act quickly – leaving the burden upon them. She also reminded him that once the women among the Townies had nursed the babies, and the community had cared for and begun educating the children (alongside their own), emotional bonds would be created that would be excruciatingly difficult to break.

The Townies kept Cy's commitment and mobilized to keep his promises.

The elderly adults from the gang community were in a no-win situation, had they not manipulated Cy they faced exhausting child care, delayed education for the young, and the scattering of the children through the foster care system of the country. On the other side risked an end to their cultural identity – as the children were immersed in the Townies' culture, the government could now take them away without harming the children, and could now face immediate (rather than delayed) prosecution for their part in the gang activities.

Dear Lord, You are always there for us, may I always remember to pray without-ceasing so that I may have the inestimable value of Your perfect wisdom in all decisions. Please show me a specific situation  where I need to slow down and consult You before making a commitment. Amen. dmc2015

Daily Devotional

Week 23 Day 5

OT (chronological)

Thursday (Joshua 10 - 12)

Israel’s Victories

The criminal lifestyle of the gangs, who had illegally inhabited the development (which had since been  renamed “Hopetown” by the Townies), served as an open spiritual invitation to the enemy to embed hordes of legions of demons – and he had.

The early signs of spiritual trouble manifested then multiplied – Jere and Cy were contacted by many of the first wave of Townies (who had taken the development from the gangs and claimed it as Hopetown) – because they were experiencing horrific and terrifying dreams.

They gathered and prayed and then Jere and Cy reminded them of the Biblical teaching about spiritual warfare; that they were children of God with His authority, that the demons had to depart if ordered to do so, and that they should not engage the demons beyond ordering them to depart.

The Townies followed their instructions and when they instructed the demons, from confidence in their faith in the Lord, the demons departed.

As more Townies moved into Hopetown, to care for the functionally-abandoned babies and children of the gangs, there was one wave after another of spiritual attack and of spiritual warfare.

As before, in each case, when the Townies spoke confidently (in their faith) to the demons they departed.

Dear Lord, no person or nation nor even every nation on earth, as well as nothing above or below, can stand against You, or against those whom You send.  When I feel powerless may I remember that You are my power when I stand with You. Amen.  dmc2015
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Week 23 Day 6

OT (chronological)

Friday (Joshua 13 - 21)

The Lord Speaks to Joshua, Tribal Lands, Israel Designates Cities of Refuge, Levitical Cities

The Lord God spoke to Jere and Cy, reminding them that the entirety of Hopetown had not yet been freed of pockets of spiritual darkness.

As the Townies increasingly occupied all of Hopetown they failed to completely cast out the demons, nor did they isolate from the elderly gang-residents, thus some of their situational ethics and superstitions began to influence their thinking.

There were also problems with conflict among the younger children, the gang-elderly questioning the way the Townies handled the education of their grandchildren, and the distribution of resources.

Joshua, at God's prompting, drew a distinction between “subduing” and “occupying” the promised land – Jere and Cy tried to teach the same.

When have you been on your way to victory with God yet were dissuaded or distracted and failed to complete the task?  What were the negative consequences?

When have you had the opportunity to benefit from an opportunity and not followed through?

Dear Lord, You brought Your people into the promised land just as you said You would.  May I trust in Your every promise to me.  May I remember that You provide but I am responsible to do all that I am instructed to do – completely – or else live with the consequences.  When You assign a task to Your people You expect it to be done thoroughly and not incompletely - may You find me faithful in completing what You assign to me.  You told Moses what You expected of the Israelites, in Your New Testament – Your New Covenant - You have also told us what You expect of us.  May I study and strive to be obedient to Your expectations of me as a Christian. Amen.  dmc2015
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Week 23 Day 7

OT (chronological)

Saturday (Joshua 22 - 24)

Joshua Sends Home the Eastern Tribes, Civil War is Averted, Joshua Challenges Israel to be Faithful, Israel Renews its Commitment to the Lord, An Era Ends as Joshua Dies

As the Townies fully settled in to Hopetown Jere and Cy reminded them of what God had done and that He was still ready to fight for them.

An argument arose among some Townies as to the distribution of resources, but before it escalated to Jere and Cy and a town meeting, wise locals identified the misunderstanding and resolved it.

Jere and Cy challenged the Townies to make a decision; would they drift back into the great and small idolatries, situational ethics, and superstitions of their past (and of the remaining gang elderly), or follow only the Lord God. They declared that no matter what others decided – their families would serve the Lord.

Jere and Cy posted to the Hometown web site the Townies' agreement to follow the Lord God, and the rules and regulations of their community, and they set up a home page banner of the people gathered that day as a symbolic witness of their agreement - then they sent them home.

A few years passed and the obedience of the people continued as long as the key leaders in Hopetown remembered the great things that God had done.

In the days of Joshua and beyond there was an awareness that the people owned the consequences of the choices they would make.  As long as there were elders present among the people to remind them of God's powerful provision and protection they kept their eyes on Him.

The local leaders among the Townies had finally learned that they had an enlightened self-interest in keeping their fellow citizens in right-standing before the Lord God, rather than feeding-into conflict that resulted in community-wide conflict. But would that wisdom last?

Dear Lord, You taught Your people to be careful with their own choices - and those of their brothers and sisters.  May I be found attentive in my choices – that they honor You.  You provide for us and ask that we demonstrate our gratefulness by not selling-out to the enemies of truth. Amen.  dmc2016
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