Daily Devotional

Week 7 Day 1

OT (chronological)
Sunday (Genesis 12:1-7)
The Obedience of Abram
The young carpenter had not been raised in a Christian home. It's not that they were against religion or God or anything, they were “just too busy”, and that was “all for other people anyhow”.

It wasn't until he was apprenticing with a master carpenter that he first learned the difference between a religion and a relationship; in the context of Christianity, the first was what someone does, the second was the reason that they did it.

He resisted the whole thing for a while, first using the excuse that he was too busy, then the fear of being different, after that he worried that he wasn't good enough, but finally he admitted that the only wise response to God was always “yes”.

He had no idea where that first “yes” would take him … and take him it did, to another yes, and another, and then another.

The second “yes”, following his surrender in-faith, was to be publicly baptized. He was surprised that his parents and others thought it was just fine. After that there was the yes to weekly discipleship and fellowship with other Believers. Then some helpful projects in the community – and even two states over to help after a tornado.
Then came the big one – God asked him to move, away from everyone and everything he knew, to another country, where he looked different, and didn't know the language … he said “yes” but wondered what God was doing.

God doesn't always ask everyone to make huge geographical changes, sometimes He needs His children to serve right where they are; indeed, that is most often the case. Of course change and challenges may sometimes be the most difficult close to home.

Dear Lord, You often take us out of our comfort zones – sometimes to change us in order to make us more useful – sometimes to use us as Your instruments of service. Please strengthen and mature me so that I am available to say “yes”. Amen.  dmc2015
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Week 7 Day 2

OT (chronological)
Monday (Genesis 12:8-20)
The Promised Blessing Jeopardized
When the young carpenter arrived in the foreign land he was worried about his papers (especially his passport and other documents that legalized both his presence and his freedom to leave). He was also worried about saying or doing anything that might get him in trouble.

He had made his first order of business to pray, thanking the Lord for safe travel, and for the resources to make this evangelical-missions adventure possible. The other members of his team did so as well.

From the airport they traveled several hours by train to a rural area where they hoped to begin their outreach. No teams had ever visited this area and they had left the friendly faces of fellow Believers back in the city.

They discovered that the local government had changed and was now run by the same people who led the common religion; a value-system deeply steeped in ancient barbaric customs, that empowered the men to selfishly abuse power, and one filled with vague superstitions - that further darkened their thinking.

One of the two women in the group had very light colored hair and skin and stood-out from the local darker-skinned darker-haired women. The only other woman on the team looked a lot like the locals, was married to a member of the team, and was much older.

In the local culture a woman never traveled without her husband, unless she was with another close relative, so when the young carpenter was asked if the light-haired woman was his wife he carefully answered that they both were unmarried – not mentioning that they were considering engagement – fearing the jealousy of the local men.

The local leaders were informed that the light-haired woman was unmarried, and while the young carpenter and other men were gathering wood for their rented cabin – the younger woman (who stayed behind with the older woman for counseling and fellowship) was kidnapped.

Unknown to her she carried an easily contracted and fast spreading virus – spread when she sneezed (due to her allergy to the dusty animal particles on their clothes and in their hair). The rest of the team, and the people back home, had a natural immunity – but not so the locals, who were quickly sickened by it.

They immediately summoned the young carpenter, accused him and his friends of “having demons” and of intending them harm, returned the young woman to him, and demanded that he and his team leave their village immediately – and never return.

When we interact with other cultures, especially those with a powerful mixture of religion and politics, it is very important to study them carefully - to be aware of dangerous potential misunderstandings. The same (to a lesser degree) may also be said when we consider marriage, business partnerships, assembling a sports team, choosing key leaders within faith-based organizations, and close friendships.

Also, if we want the blessings of God, we must avoid situational ethics – where we trust our partial truth more than our faith in God In an increasingly hostile world Christians need to be alert, informed, faithful, and wise.

Dear Lord, My comfort and safety is not Your first concern, but You do expect me to exercise reasonable caution “Do not test the Lord Your God”, and if I do so - You will protect me. I also need to ask You first before presuming that my manipulation of facts is in Your will. Help me to be bold, without also being careless or dishonest, as I “go forth” to tell the world about You. Amen.  dmc2015
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Week 7 Day 3

OT (chronological)
Tuesday (Genesis 13)
Abram's Solution to the Strife
The young carpenter, and his team, shaken and wary traveled on through several villages – carefully choosing those not affiliated with the extreme religious views of the first.

After a while the older couple found a village where they felt they could serve effectively and so they separated from the rest of the team.

The five remaining members traveled on then returned to their home base in the city to rest and to  process their experiences.

As they shared what they had observed, the relative ineffectiveness of their outreach, and their frustrations - they found themselves drawn to deeper study of the Word, to praise, and to prayer.

They asked more questions about the local culture, gained insight into potential points of contact, and spent quiet times in meditation - as the Lord encouraged them through His Holy Spirit and through fellow Believers.

After a week they came together to prepare to go out again – this time feeling far better prepared – and ready to be used by the Lord - certain that He had prepared their way.

Not all evangelical-missions trips see immediate fruit. One missionary shares his story of thirty years in a remote region – never seeing a single person come forward to confess Christ – but after he retired the new missionary harvested the fruit of his labors - in the younger generation.

Short-term missions often assist long-term missionaries rather than experiencing immediate impact. It may take the combined efforts of several teams over several years to have impact. God has been patient with us and we must also be patient with others – who may be even more resistant to change.

Dear Lord, I want to see everyone choose You - and receive the double blessings of peace and purpose in this world - plus the promise of Heaven forever. I want You to find me faithful as a living example  of Your transforming work in my life every day, and if called, faithful to serve You wherever I go. Amen.  dmc2015
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Week 7 Day 4

OT (chronological)
Wednesday (Genesis 14)
The Blessing of Victory for God's People
The young carpenter, and his team, received word that there had been trouble between some villagers near where the older couple had stayed to minister – and they had gone missing.

They traveled to the area where they learned that the couple had been kidnapped and were being held hostage for ransom by some associates of the troublesome radicals they'd encountered earlier.

They informed the missions office back in the city and asked them to inform people back home – especially requesting prayer.

They spoke with the leaders of the friendly villages, who had been attacked, and were told that it would not be wise for them to counter-attack – because the couple would likely be killed.

The team didn't have the money to buy their freedom and feared for their well-being if allowed to remain with their captors for long.

They decided to fast and pray and ask the Lord God to intervene. Two days later representatives from a nearby village brought the now-free couple to them.

The story they told amazed everyone; a lion had attacked and killed two of the kidnappers, snakes had bitten and killed two others, and a tree had fallen on the two leaders as they slept in their tents – all within minutes of each other – and the dazed but unharmed couple had just walked away.

Meanwhile, the villagers had visited the camp and taken the now-abandoned possessions. They offered some of them to the team, who refused – saying that they had done nothing - and that all of the praise belonged to God.

Sometimes God allows, indeed equips, empowers, and instructs us to deal with challenges directly – and sometimes He makes it obvious that only He is able. We must always consult Him in prayer and we must never imagine that our resources to overcome are merely of our own invention. When He shows us our powerlessness - then He overcomes – we must never forget that all praise belongs to Him.

Dear Lord, Troubles will come in the lives of Believers in this world – of which the temporary prince is Satan. Help me to remember that You are the only source of power to overcome, You are my peace in the conflict, and You deserve all praise. Amen.  dmc2015
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Week 7 Day 5

OT (chronological)
Thursday (Genesis 15:1-6)
God's Promise to Abram Renewed
The team arrived in a new village and after their long journey they settled in for the night.

The young carpenter could not sleep so he walked around outside the cabin, remembering when he came to faith, and remembering when the Lord told Him that He had a mission for him - far away.

He cried out to the Lord in prayer, asking when he might see some fruit, and wondering if he might return home with nothing to show – his funds exhausted and his visitors visa expired.

He looked up at the stars and was reminded of God's promise to Abram, then he felt the warmth of God's touch ... “Oh” he said “OK, Lord. You will multiply our efforts here beyond what we can imagine. It's Your work, and not mine, Thank You.”

He smiled as he slowly walked back to the cabin, slipped quietly into his bunk, and fell asleep looking forward to the morning.

Whatever it is that the Lord asks of us He asks having already prepared us - and the way. Sometimes, we may get out ahead of God in our impatience, and he redirects or slows us. Our job is to be available, willing, trusting, and faithful – the time, place, and results are entirely His. We may not see some of what He is doing, perhaps not until much later, perhaps not even until Heaven.

Dear Lord, I want to be Your hands and feet, Your vessel of grace, Your instrument of healing – however You choose to give me purpose - while I remain here on earth. Awaken my heart, my mind, and my soul to Your Spirit - so that I may hear and obey. Amen.  dmc2015

Daily Devotional

Week 7 Day 6

OT (chronological)
Friday (Genesis 15:7-21)
God's Promise to Abram Illustrated
The team set out in the morning to help people around the village - in hopes of earning the right to be heard for Christ – people were grateful, but suspicious. Some of them gave team members fruit, nuts, and water - but they all resisted conversation.

The young carpenter returned tired and a little confused, he had expected some sort of immediate change in the attitudes of the local people, or at least some evidence they were making progress.

Again, after the others were settled-in for the night, he went outside and prayed – then he stirred the fire and waited on the Lord.

After a while a red hot piece of a small log popped out and landed away from the rest of the fire, it sat there a while isolated and surrounded by sand, slowly fading – then suddenly a gust of wind caught-up the hot piece of wood and dropped it onto a pile of dry grass and leaves and twigs surrounded by sand – and it all burst into flame.

The young carpenter smiled and nodded and said “Thank you, Lord, I will be more patient. Just as you have been patient with me - I will also trust Your promise.”

Again, he returned to the cabin and slept well that night.

The fulfillment of God's plans does not reply upon any mere human, nor is He obligated to make us part of His plan from beginning to end - we are to play our part then get out of His way. When we try to force ourselves into His timing and His execution we complicate rather than assist.

Dear Lord, Please help me to be humble enough to accept that I neither choose the time, place, or means, nor do I get to demand that I even see the end. Help me to humbly serve - and leave the rest to You. Amen.  dmc2015
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Week 7 Day 7

OT (chronological)
Saturday (Genesis 16)
The Birth of Ishmael
The team set out the next morning, determined to serve and to earn the right to share the Word of the Lord.

The young carpenter was still anxious to see some evidence of the Lord using their efforts, despite his prayer the night before to be patient.

After lunch he discovered the 10 year old son of one of the villagers playing alone. He sat nearby to observe his playing. The young man paused and looked at him, walked over and said hello. He offered the young man some candy, which he took and ate, then showed him a video on his cellphone.

The young man watched in awe as he ate the candy. The video was about a similar young man who rejected God and went to hell, along with his family – which frightened him.

The young carpenter fed-into his fear and told him that the only way to save himself and his family was to become a Christian. The frightened child repeated the words he was told to say then ran home to tell his family.

The young carpenter was elated and returned to the team – sharing the news. Some celebrated with him but some were not at all comfortable.

A little later the village elders sent word that they wanted to meet with the young carpenter. When he arrived the parents of the young man were present with the elders and they were all very angry.

He thought that he'd now have an opportunity to share the same message with all of them and really make a difference – instead, they berated him for taking advantage of the child, for disrespecting his parents by not asking them first, and for abusing their trust (permitting the team in their village).

They informed him that the team was no longer welcome and must leave at first light - and in the meanwhile were to have no contact with anyone in the village. The team was disappointed, both with the young carpenter, and with the lost opportunity.

It is important to reflect upon any area where we may be trying to accomplish in our flesh that which God has said He will do. Ill-conceived and hasty actions, apart from the timing and ways of the Lord, can have the unintended consequence of building walls rather than bridges.
Dear Lord, I can get so excited about Your promises that I may use the wrong methods, and rush the timing, both of which are Yours to choose. Humble me so that I will avoid “playing God”. Amen.  dmc2015
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