Daily Devotional

Week 12 Day 1

OT (chronological)

Sunday (Exodus 5)

Opposition to the Plan of God, The Assurance of Deliverance

Macon and Bethlee traveled to the nation's capital and, due to some letters sent ahead by influential people, they were able to meet with several key national leaders.

They presented their case for reform. They asked for changes to way that the mountain people were treated and for better formal representation for them in decisions that impacted them. They were told to forget about any change and to not get involved.

They returned home very disappointed. Says later they received word that invasive monitoring of the mountain people was to be increased, and that their usual holiday bonuses and small annual pay raise had been canceled.

The leaders of the mountain people inquired (through their informal contacts at the capital) as to why the sudden harsh actions – they were told that someone had asked the wrong questions and made the wrong suggestions – and that powerful people now believed that the mountain people were making  trouble.

Several of the leaders of the mountain people visited Macon and Bethlee and accused them of causing trouble without hope of success.

Macon and Bethlee were heartsick and went to the Lord in prayer to ask Him why they had failed (and why some of the mountain people were so quick to blame them and to flee the challenge). They seemed to have quickly forgotten that God had warned them that there would be resistance.

When some people have power over others they generally resist anything that might reduce their power. This is one major reason why true reform of any organization can be so difficult. (Differing visions for change, and/or the methods employed, are two other reasons.) When attempting change it is valuable to assess the reasons for resistance.

Dear Lord, Just as Moses and Aaron faced initial resistance, so are we likely to often find the path to change littered with various types of resistance. If we have done due diligence, to determine that our actions are within Your will, we must remain faithful - despite resistance. Amen.  dmc2015
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Week 12 Day 2

OT (chronological)

Monday (Exodus 6)
Encouragement of Moses and the People, The Ancestry of the Deliverer, Authentication of the Word through Moses
Macon and Bethlee appealed to the Lord God for direction and encouragement.

The people were angry and worried - they were thinking only about their momentary circumstances. In their emotional reaction to the punitive actions of the government they forgot past abuses and forgot the probability of even harsher future abuse.

Macon again doubted himself while Bethlee worried for the well-being of the mountain people.

The Holy Spirit led them in their Bible study where He reminded them that who they were was because of Whose they were. He also reminded them that the temporary prince of this world is Satan, that God-alone is King of all creation, and that He never sends anyone unless He had already prepared certain victory.
They memorized the following two verses:

1 John 4:4b “... the one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world”

Romans 8:31b “If God is for us, who can be against us?”

He reminded them that things had changed in some ways since Moses led His (and his) people out of Egypt – while He had “... appeared to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob as God Almighty” (Gen. 6:3) – the-powerful-maker-of-promises -  He became known to Moses as the Lord – fulfiller-of-promises – and than after Jesus and Pentecost as The-Lord-Who-dwells-within.
There are many times in our lives when - what we believe to be the will of the Lord - is delayed or diluted. When that happens the Enemy will tempt us to be discouraged and to doubt our Lord God. We must resist – indeed, we must tell the devil to be gone.

Dear Lord, You have chosen to work out your plan through imperfect humankind in a fallen world. This means that your human instruments are broken and frail vessels, prone to doubt and to wander – but in Your grace You are patient. Please strengthen us to bear-up along the way. Amen.  dmc2015
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Week 12 Day 3

OT (chronological)

Tuesday (Exodus 7)
Moses returns to Pharaoh, The First Blow: Water to Blood
Macon and Bethlee returned to the capital city and again met with the government leaders. They tried to explain to them that their actions were counter-productive, that harming the mountain people would turn them against them, and also Christians and caring people across the nation.
The leaders again refused to listen, told them that they had no power, and that they should just go home and mind their own business.
Macon and Bethlee returned to their hotel room, informed their contacts in the capital, and sent word to Believers among the mountain people and across the nation to pray – word went out also to international networks of Believers.
In the morning they confronted the leaders at a media event promoting a new industrial park – and they  informed them that the two large corporations who had promised to build it had withdrawn their support due to the anti-Christian policies and the abuse of the mountain people.

The leaders announced that another group was going to build a casino on the same site, far smaller in scope, but enough for them to pretend that everything was good – and to continue to refuse reforms.

Businesses sympathetic to the government leaders struggled to find a way to survive after the cancellation of the industrial park – but the leaders didn't seem to care.

A week later Macon and Bethlee prepared to confront the government leaders again – with more bad news – all due to their refusal to do the right thing.

People with power often become isolated from those whom they are supposed to serve, they become obsessed with their day-to-day lives as people of power and special resources, and they forget that they are neither immune to accountability from fellow humans – nor, certainly, from God.

Dear Lord, Help me to choose wisely if I have any influence (a vote, or perhaps more) in the selection of those who are entrusted with power – that they show evidence of placing You first in all things. If I am a person with power, be it as a parent, a teacher, a pastor, a politician, or an influential peer – may I be mindful that You are watching and You are to be honored. Amen.  dmc2015
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Week 12 Day 4

OT (chronological)

Wednesday (Exodus 8)
The Second Blow: Frogs, The Third Blow: Gnats, The Fourth Blow: Flies
Since the leaders ignored the negative consequences of their actions Macon and Bethlee returned to confront them again – with the second round of bad news.
This time an international faith-friendly education organization sent word for them to inform the leaders that due to their anti-Christian policies and their mistreatment of the mountain people they had canceled plans to provide all of the schools with computers – and had transferred that project to a neighboring country.
The leaders were initially troubled but were able to get a commitment from a large corporation to donate their used computers to the capital-area schools – so they made a big announcement about that and ignored the loss to the rest of the schools in the country.
Macon and Bethlee returned with the third round of bad news – the expansion of the capital airport would not longer be subsidized by the three airlines that had previously made plans to begin service there. In their press release the airlines said the change was because they didn't want to be associated with a regime that abused a minority group – the mountain people.
The leaders were frustrated but then tried to distract the people with the announcement of expanded train service for commuters.
Macon and Bethlee returned with the fourth round of bad news – two existing airlines announced plans to reduce flights and that was tied to the announcement that several major conferences had been moved to another country – also due to the abuses toward the mountain people.
The leaders summoned Macon and Bethlee and offered to reinstate to the mountain people the benefits  they had cut, and to roll-back the anti-Christian restrictions, but a friend inside warned the couple that it was merely a ruse – and the leaders would later make excuse to change their minds.
Motivating change is generally a process rather than an event. Success requires patience, persistence, and the wisdom to not be deterred or distracted along the way.
Dear Lord, Every nation on earth, indeed everything that humankind has made - is imperfect (due to the Fall). Partnering with You for change is a covenant – You always keep Your Word – please strengthen us so that we will keep ours. Amen.  dmc2015
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Week 12 Day 5

OT (chronological)

Thursday (Exodus 9)
The Fifth Blow: Disease, The Sixth Blow: Boils, The Seventh Blow: Hail, 
Since the leaders continued to refuse to reverse their actions against Christians and the mountain people Macon and Bethlee returned to confront them again – with the fifth round of bad news.
The Lord instructed them to tell the leaders that they had lost the support of national celebrities and the media – but the leaders scoffed. The next day hundreds of entertainment and sports celebrities gathered at one of the mountain villages, together with print, radio, and television media, to condemn the leaders for their mistreatment of the mountain people. The leaders tried to create the appearance of equal voices in support of their position, using some law enforcement and military personnel to claim “national security” - but polls showed that the public was turning against them.
The Lord instructed them to tell the leaders that the election results for the national legislature, due to be counted in a few days, would go strongly against them – resulting in political stalemate. The leaders scoffed, certain that money and corruption would prevent any such change, but when the results were counted the margins were so large they could not steal enough votes to change the result – they had lost control of the national legislature.
The Lord instructed Macon and Bethlee to warn Christians, the mountain people, and those who had stood with them to disconnect from the Internet as a destructive virus had entered the government-controlled Internet system. The leaders and their associates scoffed as they believed that the government security system could block anything – what they didn't know is that a fired Internet engineer (sympathetic to the mountain people) had embedded the virus before leaving.
Everyone connected lost the use of their computers for days or weeks, and all of their data - because the only way to restore the computers was to destructively erase the hard disk drives. The leaders pleaded with Macon and Bethlee to do something, promising to act in good faith – they sent a message via the news to the engineer to release something to undo his code – and he did, but the leaders then broke their word and changed nothing.
Resistance to God is futile. Just as Pharaoh suffered wave after wave of plagues – finally saying the words that he had “sinned” - then returning to his stubborn rebellion, so also did the leaders in our story. They imagined they could hold out long enough to win – but they were about to learn different.
Dear Lord, I know that I cling to things I need to let go of, even though they hurt me and others. I know that clinging to such things will eventually result in real harm. Tough my heart with the wisdom to repent and the strength to keep my word to You. Amen.  dmc2015
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OT (chronological)

Friday (Exodus 10)
The Eighth Blow: Locusts, The Ninth Blow: Darkness
The first seven events had greatly undermined the confidence and trust of the people in the leaders, it had cost many their jobs, and had resulted in the leaders losing absolute control of the government.
The Lord instructed Macon and Bethlee to return to the leaders and to warn them of the next piece of bad news. The advisers to the leaders, looking at the harm already done, pleaded with them to restore freedom and justice to the Christians and to the mountain people.
The leaders demanded that Macon and Bethlee accept partial changes, rather than full. They replied that God's emissaries on their behalf and could accept the partial offer - because freedom and justice were not negotiable. The leaders angrily sent them away.
God caused a rare ice storm to sweep the country.  The superstitious non-Christian supporters of the leaders accused them of causing a curse to fall upon them - the leaders then became nervous.
Once again the leaders promised reforms, but once the ice had melted, they broke their word.
Macon and Bethlee prayed and asked God for something to break-through the stubbornness of the leaders. A solar flare surged into the power grid, causing a nationwide power outage – for days only the mountain people and those in Christian neighborhoods had power.
The leaders summoned Macon and Bethlee and again tried to negotiate partial reforms. They again rejected the offer. The leaders told them to go away – because the next time they saw them it would mean prison for life. Macon and Bethlee said “So be it” – and left.
Sometimes stubbornness, in the service of the Lord (as with Macon and Bethlee) is good, and always when in opposition to the Lord – it is bad.
Dear Lord, Help me to be stubborn-for-the-right and teachable when I am in the wrong. Show me where I can be Your voice, standing against evil, so firm in my conviction that You are plainly seen. Amen.  dmc2015
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Week 12 Day 7

OT (chronological)

Saturday (Exodus 11)
The Tenth Blow: Death
Before Macon and Bethlee left they announced to the leaders that the elections would sweep them from power, they would be prosecuted (together with all of their co-conspirators), and imprisoned for life (others for shorter terms). Their ill-gotten personal wealth, including their lavish homes and properties,  would be confiscated to compensate the citizens whom they had cheated and harmed.
Macon and Bethlee were upset, even righteously angry, as the final bad news was hard justice and would destroy families and lives – but the leaders had made it necessary - and they had spoken the words of their own demise.
The couple had become famous throughout the nation, though such was not their desire, and most of the people wanted to see justice done and compensation made.

When we demand justice for bad behavior in business, criminal activity, or government corruption we need to be prepared to witness the collateral damage. Often there are innocents, children and others, who will also suffer when a parent is punished.

When we commit offenses we must be prepared to accept the consequences, for ourselves, and for those close to us. The wiser course is to always seek God's wisdom before we act, but should we wander, we must confess, repent, seek and receive forgiveness, then be reconciled and restored.

Dear Lord, The Pharaoh (and the “leaders” in our story) demonstrated poor judgment in their arrogance and stubbornness, and the consequences were devastating. May Your Holy Spirit find me teachable so that you may mature me toward humility and increasing righteousness in my life. Amen.  dmc2015
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