Daily Devotional

Week 14 Day 1

OT (chronological)

Sunday (Exodus 15:22-27)

The Bitter Water

Just as the new leaders were about to propose a process for recovery from the mismanagement of the prior leaders they received an economic report. All of the boycotts and lost business, due to the discriminatory and repressive policies of the past, had the nation on the bring of economic collapse – and it was far worse than they had anticipated.

They contacted Macon and Bethlee and asked them to contact faith leaders for prayer and to ask if they had any contacts outside of the country who might do something to help.

In addition to prayer chains Macon and Bethlee contacted missions organizations who contacted their larger sponsors who then contacted leaders in other nations and in large corporations.

The corporations and other nations wanted to reward the positive changes and not allow sanctions intended for the prior leaders to handicap the new – so many of the canceled cooperative projects were restored, airlines returned service, and conferences and tourism multiplied.

One of the amazing sources of new business was from people in other countries wanting to study how they had freed themselves from the corrupt leaders, Christians who wanted to come to encourage and  worship with the rapidly growing fellowships there, and others who were fascinated by the culture of the mountain people.

While there would be many challenges ahead – these changes were enough to stabilize the economy and to provide a path into the future.

Many times we feel overwhelmed by troubles, we may forget to pray, and may be too proud to ask for help. God does not want to be our quick-fix for everything but He loves to bless the obedient. The Bible teaches “You have not because you ask not” - we are to bring all things to Him and trust His answer. (Matthew 7:7, James 4:2)

Dear Lord, Sometimes I think that I can be clever enough to solve my own problems, sometimes I hope for a magical solution (perhaps someone will ride to the rescue), and sometimes I give up without even  trying. Please help me to remember to always start with You. Amen.  dmc2015

Daily Devotional

Week 14 Day 2

OT (chronological)

Monday (Exodus 16)

The Provision of Manna

A group of Christian refugees escaped a war-torn country where they had been a repressed minority. Most were cultural 'social-christians', born into certain beliefs and practices but lacking a personal relationship with Jesus, and few among those - who had a true faith - had been well-discipled.

After traveling many days their food supplies began to run out – first the mothers started to worry for their young children, then others worried for the elderly, then the grumbling began about poor planning and how at least they could have fed themselves back home.

The leaders, Mikal and Saree, were troubled - the harsh evils of the oppression that caused them to flee had been far worse than an empty stomach – they prayed to the Lord, wondering how the people could so soon forget, and they asked for patience, provision, and wisdom.

The Lord caused a misplaced report about the group's movements to be discovered by a worker in the intelligence service of a Christian-friendly nation. She requested an update to the satellite imagery. After calculating their numbers, the length of their travel, and the stark wasteland they had traversed – it was clear to her that they could be in trouble.

She contacted a Christian organization, which provided food for the poor, and a cooperative effort was launched to quickly air-drop some supplies. Because it was disputed territory they decided to make a  secret drop at night and in the morning the people discovered several huge containers of food and other supplies just outside their camp.

Instructions as to how they might make contact for other needs was provided, as well as an emergency-beaconing system and a 2-way radio. At one point someone grabbed the radio and called for more supplies, this caused some confusion and irritation as such communications were to only be made at set times, but Mikal and Saree explained the circumstances and secured the radio.

There are times and places where things may become impossibly unbearable and we decide to move on. It may be a church where we have no voice to cause change to Biblically-wrong doctrine, a neighborhood that has become dangerous, an environment that has become polluted, a region where armed conflict has broken out, or a relationship that has become unbearably toxic. When the Lord says to go, we must go, and trust Him to provide.
Dear Lord, Change can be scary, and the greater the change the scarier it can be. When I am certain that I am walking the path You have set before me please give me the strength to stay the course and to trust You to provide my real needs. Amen.  dmc2015

Daily Devotional

Week 14 Day 3

OT (chronological)

Tuesday (Exodus 17:1-7)

Water at Massa and Meribah

Further along in their travels the people began to complain about the inability to bathe themselves.

Mikal and Saree prayed and the Lord sent them a young man with an idea. He showed them how the people could use tarps to gather and then collect moisture during the night. He also showed them how to use packing materials provided with the food and supply drops to capture and filter water they used to wash dishes.

The result was sufficient clean gathered and recycled water for the people to bathe. The young man, together with Mikal and Saree, were careful to give God the credit for the solution.

It is often true that we become so overwhelmed by a challenge we fail to see the solution, or to recognize someone with the solution, nearby. Pausing to ask God for patience, vision, and wisdom can solve many problems.

Dear Lord, There is no genuine need in my life for which You have not provided – may Your Holy Spirit open my eyes so that I will see Your priorities and Your provision through Your eyes. Amen.  dmc2015

Daily Devotional

Week 14 Day 4

OT (chronological)

Wednesday (Exodus 17:8-16)

Victory over the Amalekites

As the days became weeks the group of over 1,000 began to stretch out, healthy and youngest ahead, followed by the mule-drawn wagons with the elderly, ill, and babies, then the slower walking people.

The physical separation meant that those most-vulnerable, to wild animals or roaming bandits, were the furthest from those capable of defending them.

Then one day the group furthest back decided to wander off the path and sit by some bushes to rest. The others continued on without noticing – then the sitting group was suddenly attacked by hordes of stinging insects that rose from nests in the ground.

Their screams and shouts caught the attention of the nearest and they called out to those ahead – eventually word got to the front group who raced back to see what was the matter – meanwhile the others prayed for safety and wisdom.

When the rescuers arrived they broke-off some of the bushes, yelled to those in the swarm to cover their faces, then began sweeping the dry sand into the air – driving-off the insects. When the insects retreated the rescuers raced in and pulled some of the people to safety – then the insects would return. They continued this cycle for a while but between initially running back, and then the rescue-effort, they became weary.

Mikal and Saree led the people in earnest prayer and suddenly gusts of wind came from nowhere, driving-off the insects, and the rest of the victims were rescued. Everyone praised God for His intervention.

Sometimes even the best answers, powered by humankind alone, are not sufficient. It is always best to invite God to lead the way as we act from the wisdom He has given us – when He chooses He will intervene – but most of the time He allows things to unfold naturally.

Dear Lord, We broke Your perfect creation, and every day our sins break it a little more. While we wish we lived in the Garden of Eden, we do not, and even there poor choices resulted in bad consequences. Make of me a useful instrument as I look forward to Your return and to a new heaven and earth. Amen.  dmc2015
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Week 14 Day 5

OT (chronological)

Thursday (Exodus 18:1-16)

The Advice of Jethro – Part 1

Mikal and Saree were getting exhausted racing back and forth among the various groups, trying to keep the peace, trying to encourage, and trying to remind them that God was with them.

An elderly man, who had been riding on one of the wagons, hopped off as they were walking by and asked if he could walk with them for a little while – they handed him a water bottle and agreed.

He explained that he had been an early convert among the people and had led many to Christ, discipled many, buried some, married others, and had generally tried to be a useful servant to the Lord.

He complimented them on their efforts and leadership skills and shared with them how he had been praying in earnest from everyone, but especially for them.

They were grateful and encouraged by his words.

Sometimes there are quiet people around us who see when we are doing right and who pray for God's protection and provision – specifically for us. We don't always know they are there, but when we learn about them we should be humbled and encouraged.

Dear Lord, Thank You for sending prayer warriors and encouragers, I cannot serve You well without the prayers of others. Please show me someone for whom You want me to pray, and to whom You want me to speak words of encouragement. Amen.  dmc2015
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Week 14 Day 6

OT (chronological)

Friday (Exodus 18:17-27)

The Advice of Jethro – Part 2

The elderly man then said to Mikal and Saree “100 people are really hard for one or two people to manage well, 1,000 means crisis management all the time.” They agreed with his assessment.

He continued “I have counseled and taught many of these people and I know there to be a number of competent, humble, and trustworthy leaders among them.” Mikal and Saree had visited a teaching series of his in the past and just remembered that. They also remembered his reputation among those people. They both exclaimed “Now we remember you!”

He bowed his head humbly for a moment then asked if they would hear his advice – they said “We are grateful to have you with us and we would be blessed. Please continue.”

He recommended that they consider Jethro's advice to Moses, dividing oversight among ten or twelve leaders, while they attended to big picture matters and major events. They agreed and did so.

The concept of mentoring the next generation of leaders, within a community, is a very Biblical one. We far too often overlook leaders in our midst in favor of less-known leaders from elsewhere – this discourages young people from investing in their skills or in the community, and diminishes their sense of value to the development and improvement of the community.

Dear Lord, You raised up the apostles, then delegated critical responsibilities to them. The apostle Paul, Barnabas, John, and others followed His model. As is appropriate to my maturity in-Christ please send me a mentor and teach me how to be a mentor to others. Amen.  dmc2015
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Week 14 Day 7

OT (chronological)

Saturday (Exodus 19)

Israel at Sinai

The refugees had traveled for many weeks and then they came upon an abandoned mining town, once very active but as the minerals became scarce so did the money - eventually everyone fled to the city.

It had been many years but the structures were still intact, there was a spring-fed pond from which they could draw water, and if they could find a way to refill it – the water tower could gravity-feed the homes. They gave thanks to the Lord for a place to rest.

Once they had settled-in Mikal and Saree called for a gathering at the town meeting house on Sunday. It was was a huge building – constructed for the town's business meetings, and it had also served as the town theater - it could hold nearly 1,000 people – more if some sat in the aisles, some on the deep and wide window sills, and if some stood along the sides and back – and they did.

A couple of the teens had found and repaired an old small diesel generator to provide some electrical power (using bio-fuel they made) and some others managed to get the sound system working - so that everyone could hear.

After Mikal and Saree led them in prayer and read from the Word they explained that a toxic residue from past mining had been found in the soil and water – so the people could not stay there for long. They could filter water for drinking and cooking but growing things safely was not practical – for now it was “God's Oasis” and they would use it to learn His Word and to rest.

The elderly teacher, who had advised them along the way, would teach them using daily stories – since there was little else to do – the people agreed to gather daily at the meeting house.

Even Jesus retreated from the busyness of life now and then to commune with His Father and with those whom He had chosen to mentor most personally. The Bible teaches us to set aside a day, and a  time on every other day, to also retreat – with Him.

Dear Lord, Please rescue me from the devil's scheme to use busyness to keep me from You, and from fellowship with those who also seek to draw nearer to You. Lead me to faithful facilitators in the study of Your Word, to others who have chosen to invest in You, and protect us from false teachers and excuses to neglect Your discipleship of our hearts and minds. Amen.  dmc2015
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