Daily Devotional

Week 13 Day 1

OT (chronological)

Sunday (Exodus 12:1-28)

The Institution of the Passover

Because God was moving Macon and Bethlee shared the following Biblical instructions with Believers prior to the national elections:

1. Pray that your personal righteousness become your most important pursuit – get your hearts right.

2. Pray against a spirit of revenge but rather grace-shaped justice - ““Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,” says the Lord” (Rom.12:19).

3. Pray for humble leaders who obey God – and be a humble leader wherever you have authority.

4. Pray for leaders whose lives are focused on others rather than self – and model that in your life.

5. Pray for the Holy Spirit's discernment to see past clever deceptions - “Test the spirits” (1John4:1).

6. Pray that fellow Believers will be good citizens; informed and participating – Be good citizen-witnesses for Christ, free or not, rich or poor. (Eph. 6:5-9).

7. Pray that your choices are in obedience to God's direction – Wisdom comes from God. (Prov. 3)

They reminded Believers that political elections are both the choice of leadership for a temporary government in a temporary world and a part of God's working-out of His great plan.

They reminded Believers that elected political leadership represent the foolishness, or the wisdom, of those who have chosen to participate in the voting process.

They reminded Believers that those in power are allowed to be there, by God, for a variety of reasons; as a warning, as a blessing, or as a punishment.

They reminded Believers to pray not for leaders whom the people deserve (in God's eyes) but rather for those who will lead according to His will.

Some people live where leadership is controlled by whoever is most powerful, others live where the citizens are allowed to participate in choosing, in either case prayer for God's mercy applies.

Where we exercise leadership, as parents or peers, bosses or teachers - we would be wise to apply the same Biblical principles to ourselves as we want applied to our political leadership.
Dear Lord, Help me to look inside before I look outward – if You are not first in my life, how can I demand that others place You first in their lives? Amen.  dmc2015
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Week 13 Day 2

OT (chronological)

Monday (Exodus 12:29 – 12:42)

The Deliverance from Egypt

During the campaign many former donors to the regime saw the changes coming and began making contributions to the challengers, they invited them to visit their businesses – they made sure there was lots of media coverage - and they made donations to the favorite charities of the challengers.

As the election results began to sink in across the nation, and the new government leaders prepared to take office, the deposed leaders tried to curry favor – knowing that they were at-risk of prosecution.

They invited the new leaders to visit their future offices, offered food and transportation while they were there, and provided briefings on calendar items to face them during their first few weeks.

They encouraged everyone in their regime to do the same, to be very careful what they said, and to provide detailed reports back to them.

People in the media, who had been sympathetic to the old regime, also made an effort to sound positive about the changes – they were careful how they questioned the new leaders and were unusually respectful during and after interviews.

Behind the scenes those leaving office were talking to lawyers, avoiding the media, and thinking about what records they should destroy – ones which might implicate them for crimes. It was a complicated time.

Meanwhile, many of the new leaders gathered to pray, thanking the Lord for the opportunity to restore freedom and justice to their nation.

Macon and Bethlee gathered for celebration and prayer with various groups of Christians and also with the mountain people - those gatherings were to become annual events for years to come.

The Bible teaches us that when we lead morals-based ethical lives we never have to worry about just prosecution for righteous conduct. These who practice situational ethics, constantly making excuses for questionable actions for selfish gain, are always looking over their shoulders – they are prisoners to their sin.

Dear Lord, I'd rather be poor and unknown (to the world) than rich and famous (yet known to You as a scoundrel). Please make me a humble and righteous servant of Yours. Amen.  dmc2015
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Week 13 Day 3

OT (chronological)

Tuesday (Exodus 12:43 – 13:16)

Participation in the Passover, The Law of the Firstborn

As groups gathered in church buildings, homes, parks, restaurants, and other gathering or meeting places to celebrate and pray - others began to ask questions and a great awakening began.

The flood of new Believers presented a challenge for discipleship - missions organizations around the world sent helpers.

Hats and t-shirts, banners and bumper stickers flourished with remembrances of the various dates along the way to restored freedom and justice – many bearing acknowledgment of God's role.

Within the Believer's community there began an annual event designed such that they would not soon forget their need to remain fully informed and fully engaged in the affairs of governance.

Within the mountain communities the same annual event was recognized, in their case somewhat different among Believers versus among those who clung to the old belief systems.

When major events happen in our lives, be they good or bad, we often memorialize them in different ways. Sometimes our memorials are healthy, and sometimes they are not. Sometimes memorial-type remembrances can become empty rituals, and sometimes they can be powerful sources of accountability.

Dear Lord, Please help me to sort out the things that You want me remember and the ones You want me to forget. Help me to remember in such a way that it has the power to focus me on what You have done – so that my faith and trust in You grows. Amen.  dmc2015
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Week 13 Day 4

OT (chronological)

Wednesday (Exodus 13:17-22)

The Leading of God

As the mountain people faced their first year as free and equal citizens they were, for the most part, cautious and uncertain whom to trust – and some among them were bent upon revenge.

They knew that Macon and Bethlee were trusted friends and allies but beyond them most others in national politics were unknown, other than their past enemies, and they worried that the new leaders could become as bad as the old.

Among the mountain people were the Believers who understood what God had done in the midst of the transition, they were confident, and they continually encouraged the others to seize the moment – but to be wise.

Macon and Bethlee sought the Lord's counsel and then encouraged the mountain people to take a middle ground, to not rush toward revenge or to make extreme demands of the political process, but rather to watch a little and wait a little – firmly but gently lobbying - and seeing how things settled out.

Their concern was that if the mountain people were too aggressive in demanding extreme revenge they might empower those pressing for a far-too-light prosecution of corruption and repression. Their second concern was if they pressed the newly elected leaders too hard they might antagonize and overwhelm them – leading to their potential allies avoiding them. It was a time for a delicate balance.

Macon and Bethlee did their best to keep the Believers, among the mountain people, fully-engaged with the political activists - as God's messengers of peace and of patient-justice.

When we feel wronged, especially when it has affected family members, and the wrong has persisted for a while – we may over-react when we finally break free and have access to power. It's always important that we have accountability. The Bible teaches that it's fine to be “righteously angry” but that it's not acceptable for us to “sin in our anger”. (Eph. 4:26-27)

Dear Lord, There is so much wrong in this fallen world. People cheat and lie, they hurt one another, they bear false witness, steal, kill, and destroy – I am righteously angry – as are You (You perfectly so, me less perfectly). Help me to be meek (power under Your control) and patient - so that justice may be tempered by grace - and the process not tainted by haste. Amen.  dmc2015
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Week 13 Day 5

OT (chronological)

Thursday (Exodus 14:1-18)

The Victory at the Red Sea – Part 1

As the new leaders were just settling in, and the hearings began on the many charges against the prior leaders – the old leaders became frightened.

In their fear they instructed their lawyers to file false charges against the new leaders; accusing them of campaign fraud and financial irregularities during their campaigns, they instructed corrupt allies still embedded in the bureaucracies (and fearful of just-prosecution themselves) to leak false stories about the new leaders, and they otherwise sought to undermine the new leaders before they could begin reforms.

Some of the new leadership, and many across the country, became fearful – conditioned to expect the corrupt former regime to always win every battle in the end – this despite the elections, which they had just won in a landslide.

A rally was quickly scheduled for the capital and ten's of thousands traveled from the villages and the mountains to stand with the new leaders. Macon and Bethlee spoke to the crowd, as did others, and they encouraged them to pray, to call and write the new leaders with encouragement, and to point out to everyone the evil intentions of the old leaders.

Just as the Lord God instructed Moses to tell the people to keep moving, despite the charging Egyptian chariots behind and the Red Sea ahead, and to trust the battle to the Lord God – so also the people called-out to their new leaders to press-ahead, despite slander and threats.

Dear Lord, There will be many times in my life when I am made afraid of failure by false words and threats from the enemies of truth - and I will wonder what to do. Give me wisdom to discern, allies to encourage, and strength to stand – indeed to press-ahead. Amen.  dmc2015
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OT (chronological)

Friday (Exodus 14:19-31)

The Victory at the Red Sea – Part 2

The rally and fervent prayers had the desired effect.

A federal judge placed a hold on all of the false-charges filed against the incoming leaders and ordered the attorneys and the former leaders into her court on Monday morning.

The incoming attorney general sent an emergency memo throughout the federal bureaucracy informing anyone who initiated or forwarded false-charges would be prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law – there would be no leniency.

Meanwhile, over the weekend, the new leadership continued the process of displacing all of the corrupt cronies of the former leaders - replacing them with the best people they could recruit.

Major media had read the writing on the wall, and despite their prior favoritism toward the corrupt regime, they refused to publicize any of the false charges or slanderous stories - they only reported on the rally.

On Monday morning the federal judge reviewed the false charges then held all of the attorneys responsible in contempt of court, she temporarily suspended their licenses to practice, and she  recommended that their licenses be permanently revoked.

She and the attorney general authorized and assembled a grand jury to bring charges against a long list of regime officials – several months later the outcome was a series of trials and convictions – finally breaking any hold of fear the older leaders had over the people.

The process leading to justice and final liberation may take some time, as the Israelites discovered through the series of plagues followed by the miracle at the Red Sea, and as the people in our story discovered through the election and following purge and convictions. We need to trust God to see things through.

Dear Lord, We can be very impatient, we imagine that we see all of the variables, and we want things done our way and in our time. Please slow me down, teach me patience and trust, and remind me that You are Lord and I am not. Amen.  dmc2015
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Week 13 Day 7
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Saturday (Exodus 15:1-21)

The Song of Triumph

Popular music groups wrote, recorded, and performed new songs memorializing various people and events in the restoration of freedom and justice in their nation – Christian-friendly musicians  acknowledged God's role.

Within the Believer's community praise and prayers of thanksgiving were celebrated.

News came that a terrible deficit might cripple reform efforts – but soon afterward many of the corporations and nations who had boycotted due to the corrupt and repressive activities of the old regime announced their return – assuring the funds needed to overcome the deficits.

When major events happen in the life of a fellowship, a community, a state, or a nation it is often memorialized in many different ways. We also memorialize events in our families and in our individual lives. When the memorials are healthy they can preserve history and values, when unhealthy they may cause depression and fear.

Dear Lord, Please help me to sort out the things that You want me remember and the ones You want me to forget. Help me to remember in such a way that it has the power to focus me on what You have done – so that my faith and trust in You grows. Amen.  dmc2015

Moses and the Israelites created a song of celebration of God's liberation and protection.  Songs were a common means of remembering history.

Their song also looked ahead to God's prophesy of their conquest and occupation of the promised lands currently occupied but other people.

The huge nation continued their travels but went three days without a source of fresh water.  They found water but it was too bitter, unsafe, to drink.  Moses asked God and God directed him to a nearby tree which when placed in the water rendered it safe to drink.
God then told them that so long as they were faithful to Him they need not worry about any of the plagues of Egypt being visited upon them.

All Bible text is from the NET unless otherwise indicated - http://bible.org 

Devotional copyright © 2015 by David M. Colburn. This is associated with the BibleSeven Study –“Genesis OT Week 13”. This text may be used for non-profit educational purposes only, with credit; all other usage requires prior written consent of the author.
