Daily Devotional

Week 11 Day 1

OT (chronological)

Sunday (Exodus 1)
Blessing during Bondage in Egypt
Due to clarified focus and improved organization, as well as their renewed commitment to prayer and spiritual warfare, the Christian outreach grew and new fellowships multiplied across the country.

Meanwhile, the economic-oppression and political manipulation started to generate unhappiness with the government – so those in power looked for a scape-goat to distract the people – and they chose the Christians.

It began with new fees and taxes, monitoring and regulations, then comments were made about “Those people who aren't like us, who cause division in families and communities, and who seem to do well while others are struggling.”

Nothing was said of the many care-giving ministries with food and free health clinics, counseling and encouragement, service projects fixing homes and helping the elderly – everything was negative – but despite it all God's family grew.

Then new laws were passed, banning Christian activities in public areas – saying that those areas were government owned and maintained, requiring the registration of anyone preaching or teaching any non-indigenous religion, forbidding any Christian materials or teaching in the schools, and then the cancellation of all Christian visas and the closing of all Christian facilities.

The government declared that they would now care for the poor and sick, they seized the clinics, food pantries, and other care-giving resources and changed them to government agencies.

The end to externally-sponsored ministries, foreign missionaries, and organized and visible care-giving outreach meant that indigenous Christians would have to assume personal responsibility for each other – and their neighbors – it meant a higher-level of commitment and sacrifice for Christ.

Dear Lord, Across history, and in our world today - those who love You have been attacked, sometimes subtly and sometimes in extreme ways. The source is always the Enemy, using willing-accomplices – usually playing on their fear and/or greed. I ask for comfort and patience, peace and wisdom, boldness and strength for all Believers to endure and to overcome. Amen.  dmc2015
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Week 11 Day 2

OT (chronological)

Monday (Exodus 2:1-10)
The Birth of the Deliverer
The child of the associate to the village adviser was approaching school age. She did not want her child confused by the government propaganda that infested the government schools – so she wanted to home school her.

Home schooling was only permitted for children who resided more than 50 miles from a government school. She asked the adviser to see if a friend, who managed the small communications, mining, and weather station community in the mountains, could find jobs for her and her husband there – it just so happened (God) that a couple was retiring soon and there would be two openings.

The adviser was sad to see her go so they promised to stay in close touch and to visit now and then.

The environment at the mountain community was very different from what they had been accustomed. The tiny tribe of native mountain people spoke a significantly different dialect and had some unusual customs - many of them worked in the facilities.

They discovered that this mountain outpost was not only important technically, due to their communications and weather-monitoring resources, but that the mining was a cover for a secret underground emergency residence and headquarters for national leaders.

The woman supervising the project for the national leaders visited regularly and became fond of their son. As he grew she would show him around, explain the purpose of everything, and who would be there. She paid little attention to his faith and home schooling; she thought the national anti-Christian policies were silly, and that home schooling was a good practical solution due to the remote location.

The parents allowed her “aunt” relationship with their son as a tolerable-minimum of government-related influence. Because they home schooled him they were very aware of his education and core values.

Sometimes circumstances require us to adapt – without selling-out. Moses' mother had no choice but to get creative - the alternative was the death of her son. God provided her access to him during his early formative years.

Dear Lord, In this lost and fallen world there are many occasions where we must choose – please help us to not make the perfect the enemy of the good. Adapting isn't necessarily selling-out, but the boundaries can get murky without Your wisdom. Amen.  dmc2015
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Week 11 Day 3

OT (chronological)

Tuesday (Exodus 2:11-22)
The Presumption of the Deliverer
The boy (Macon) became a young man and went to work at the secret retreat. As time passed he started to notice some troubling things; the mountain people were poorly paid and promised benefits often unfulfilled, funds for small projects would suddenly disappear and the associated projects were canceled (as if the projects had never existed), and then he learned that there was a network of similar secret sites with various purposes throughout the several hundred mile-long mountain range – all employing mountain people (who were far more numerous than he'd known).

One day he was making some adjustments to the security camera system when he saw and overheard an argument between a government official and one of the local employees. The official threatened the man's young family - then fired him. Macon challenged the government official, who told him to mind his own business. Macon called a local law enforcement official, then wondering if he'd acted too hastily, called his former mentor (she had since retired). She became very upset with him, said he never should have called law enforcement (such things were to be resolved internally), and that he'd breached security - he was now in danger from some bad people in the government.

Macon's parents had retired and moved to the city. He didn't want to risk bringing his troubles to them, so he fled to a remote valley community of Believers - who lived off the land and avoided contact with the government.

While living there Macon met and married a local woman and started a new and quiet life.

Doing the right thing in a world infested with selfishness and situational ethics can have unintended consequences. In the case of Moses he had the influence to threaten the Egyptian – without attacking him physically. In our story Macon should have sought the counsel of his former mentor first – as he knew that the retreat was highly secretive.

Dear Lord, Please reveal to me where I, like Macon and Moses, am divided between two worlds – the situational ethics-driven world-system and the Kingdom of God (caring and ethical). I need the wisdom to know both when and how to respond to injustice. Amen.  dmc2015
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Week 11 Day 4

OT (chronological)

Wednesday (Exodus 2:23 – 3:10)
The Call of the Deliverer
Macon was out checking the fences along the perimeter of his property when he spotted a tiny dust tornado, what the locals called a dust devil, spinning in an open area.

He approached more closely out of curiosity and studied the pattern. As was his nature he contemplated the various factors necessary for the tiny whirlwind to exist:

* air currents caused particles of ash, dust, or other tiny light debris to roll, 

* rising air currents, from the heated ground surface, tilted the rolling cone vertically

* the same conditions continued for a while in the vertical plane

... then the Holy Spirit spoke to him:

* The people of the country faced an energy crisis and didn't consult God, 

* some people in the government took advantage to selfishly abuse and increase power, and when 

* no one stood up to them the abuses multiplied and the mountain people became slaves to fear.

The Holy Spirit informed Macon that he was to be God's agent to set the mountain people free.

Every form of slavery is not the same - many people live under some sort of fear which controls all or part of their lives; sometimes it's a lie of the enemy about their value, sometimes it's the pressure of a cultic belief-system, sometimes it's powerful community or family traditions, sometimes it's economic or legal threats, sometimes it's social manipulation, sometimes it's bondage to sin, and sometimes it's actual physical slavery. All are evil because all abuse humankind – created in God's partial image – and all are the collateral consequence of a sin-plagued fallen world.

Dear Lord, Help me to be careful not to abuse legitimate authority or illegitimate power to selfishly manipulate others for my benefit. Please give me the discernment to recognize when I am being manipulated, the wisdom to know how to escape, and the strength to do so. Help me to pray that the abuser be transformed, transferred, or terminated (from access to power) by You. Amen.  dmc2015
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Week 11 Day 5

OT (chronological)

Thursday (Exodus 3:11-22)
Moses is Humble and God is Identified
Macon had always thought of himself as a good team player, a handyman of sorts; able to fix basic electrical and plumbing problems, handle computer and sound systems, grow food, play the guitar, hike and camp in the mountains, garden and care for animals – but not leadership and public speaking.

Macon also wondered how he could speak with any authority to powerful political people when he was a sort of refugee making a living as a small self-supporting independent farmer and rancher.

He decided to pray and study to discover more about how the Lord God might use someone as  improbable as he for such an important task; he read about Noah, Moses, and David, Esther, Gideon, and Isaiah, and Timothy and James - the Holy Spirit encouraged and strengthened him as he read.

He learned that when God calls you to action He has already prepared the way, that it's not about who you were or are in the world but rather if you are willing to listen and to obey, that no force on earth can stand against God's sovereign will, and that the battle belongs to the Lord.

Some of the verses he read and clung to tightly included:
Exodus 3:14 God said to Moses “I am that I am ... ‘I am has sent me to you.’”

I Samuel 17:47 Young David when facing Goliath “The battle is the Lord's”

Isaiah 59:16-21 Isaiah was encouraged by God's reminder of His awesome power.

Luke 21:25-28 The promise that “The Son of Man will come in power”.

Ephesians 6:11-17 The value of putting on “The full armor of God”.

Revelation 12:11 The prophesy of the last days when “They overcame by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of [His] testimony [of power in their lives] ...”

When we have any doubt, that what we are about is of the Lord, we must prayerfully test it against His whole Word. We must do so in prayer, ask others to pray that we will listen humbly, and that His message will be affirmed by those Biblically-qualified to be spiritual “elders”.

Dear Lord, There are many times when I feel led to act but am uncertain if is of You. Teach me to rightly divide Your voice and Your Word from that of the Deceiver. Please bring alongside mature fellow Believers for encouragement and affirmation. Amen.  dmc2015
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Week 11 Day 6

OT (chronological)

Friday (Exodus 4:1-17)
The Source of Sufficiency
Macon prayed and asked God to show him how he might persuade the mountain people to follow him. While he had grown up in one of their communities, had married the daughter of the community elder, and now lived among them – he still doubted his ability to get them to listen.

In a dream God showed him how He had gone ahead and planted seeds of faith and of a desire for freedom in the hearts of the mountain people.

Macon struggled with the idea for days, then he made a list of (excuses) reasons that he had to stay home - to care for his crops and animals, finish the addition to his home, help his young children with their education, and teach the Bible to people in the community.

He cried out to the Lord, claiming to be unsuited to the task (fearful of failure), he then suggested several names and pleaded with the Lord to call someone else.

The Lord was not pleased. Macon had become too comfortable and safe, hidden away in the remote village, and had lost his vision for the greater good – and he had lost the confidence in the Lord he had back when he confronted the abusive government worker.

He informed Macon that He would send his wife with him, that her family would care for their children, their crops, their animals, their home, and their Bible studies – now he was without excuse.

Macon confessed and repented of his fear and selfishness and surrendered to the Lord's calling.

Sometimes the Lord's calling comes when we don't expect it, often it will be inconvenient – even costly in many ways (money, peace, safety, time) – and often it will stretch us in ways we don't want to be stretched. It's may seem best to us to serve in pairs, or in teams, but that's God's call – not ours.

Dear Lord, You invaded my life to save me, invade it again and show me how I may be useful in Your great plan. I will make myself available and will trust You – no matter what. Amen.  dmc2015
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Week 11 Day 7

OT (chronological)

Saturday (Exodus 18-31)
The Return of Moses
Macon and his wife, Bethlee, spent hours in prayerful study of their Bibles to prepare themselves for the challenges ahead. They especially focused on God's words to Moses as He directed him toward the showdown with Pharaoh.

They made a list of key principles:

1. God was in control

2. God had already gone on ahead of them

3. God would be with them every step of the way

4. God would reveal to them the nature of their adversaries

5. God would show them how to overcome their adversaries

6. God would warn them when they were drifting off-course

7. The process would have some difficult moments

8. The key leaders among the people would support them

9. They must purge themselves of worldly distractions

10. They must prepare for spiritual warfare.

These principles apply to our daily lives. As the Bible teaches “There is nothing new under the sun”; the Devil deceives, humankind often cooperates with his evil schemes, it is hard to keep our eyes on the Lord all the time, to do right He must be in control, and in this fallen world - nothing is perfect.

Dear Lord, We face challenges to live righteously before You, and to act rightly before a watching world. There will be times when You will call us to 'represent', sending us to speak a word, to make a sacrifice, or to suffer without surrendering - please prepare us to be faithful. Amen.  dmc2015
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