Daily Devotional

Week 22 Day 1

OT (chronological)

Sunday (Deuteronomy 17 - 19)

Sacrificial Regulations, Justice, Kings, Provision for Priests and Levites, Prophets

Mikal and Saree continued their teaching – the Lord God provided for a system of justice, one that was to be free of bribery and/or favoritism, and for the right of appeal to a higher court from among the Levitical priests.

If the Israelites should insist upon a king like the nations around them, God must choose that king; however, that king was not to enrich himself nor marry multiple wives else he would turn away from God and the people.

The Israelites were reminded to provide for the Levites as they surrendered all for the service of the priesthood for the rest of Israel.

The Lord God condemned all forms of witchcraft; divination, omen reading, soothsaying, sorcery, casting spells, conjuring up spirits, practitioners of the occult, or necromancy (trying to speak with the dead).

Moses communicated God's intention to raise up another prophet, like himself, to guide them as to the instructions of the Lord God, and that God would punish those who disrespected or disobeyed the prophet.

The principle of an eye for an eye was also reaffirmed as a reference-point for proportional punishment for a crime.

God's warning later was realized as Saul, David, and Solomon - the first kings of Israel - all violated God's limitations on kings and all of them harmed Israel as a result.

Once there was the Law it required a judge for right-application. Moses informed the people that his authority was being passed on and that they must respect the new judge.

Dear Lord, You are a holy God and anything associated with the enemy is an offense to You.  May I never compromise with witchcraft or anything like it. May I also be found respectful of Biblically-faithful authority in matters of faith and honorable before secular authorities as well. Amen.  dmc2015

Daily Devotional

Week 22 Day 2

OT (chronological)

Monday (Deuteronomy 20 - 22)

Laws, Regulations, Practical Guidance, Grace, and Warnings

Mikal and Saree, like Moses, reminded the people to not fear the difficult challenges ahead.

The Lord God set the standard for a successful civilization, one that was healthy, and one that was sustainable.  He instructed His people to care about the well-being of one another and to be helpful and ethical in all of their dealings.

He reminded the people to avoid any involvement with the local pagan religions. He also warned against the socially-disruptive impact of confusion about gender identity, careless intimate relationships, and unpredictable social roles.

Some regulations included illustrations of purity; they were not to mix wool and linen - this was an unethical way to make material less expensively, wool and linen hold and release moisture differently. Wool might feel dry while still damp – possibly leading to misjudging the dry-feeling wool (which was actually still moist) as meaning that the whole mixed-material cloth was truly dry – leading to the early rotting of the linen and health-threatening mold and mildew.

The Israelites were not to mix types of grape seed together as they would cross-pollinate and change the nature of the grapes, and they were not to put an ox and donkey together in harness, as the ox would drag the donkey around - until it injured or killed it.

Disobedience in the matter of religious practices or of a child was taken very seriously to protect the health of the whole community.

There was an unmistakable consistency to His teaching about balance and of intentional-integrity in all things.

Dear Lord, It was a primitive time in history yet just as You were providing strong orders for conquest and tough regulations to preserve civilization, You also injected grace.  May I remember to be a person of grace when I exert authority.  You call upon us to be caring and ethical participants in the community of faith-in-You, You said so for the ancient Israelites, and You have said so for Christians.  Please show me an opportunity to allow You to pour Your grace through me into the life of someone who is having a difficult time. Please also show me an opportunity to notice a fellow Believer in need and to meet that need - as You have provided the resources. Amen.  dmc2015

Daily Devotional

Week 22 Day 3

OT (chronological)

Tuesday (Deuteronomy 23 - 25)

Purity, Respect, Dignity

Mikal and Saree reviewed some examples of purity, respect, and dignity from the teaching of God through Moses.

Money from forbidden sinful activities was never to be brought into the tabernacle.

Israelites were not allowed to charge one-another interest on a loan, if an financial oath (promise) was made it had to be kept - to avoid sin.

Because a millstone was necessary to grind grain for food they were not allowed to be taken as security on a loan.

If a poor Israelite used a warm outer garment as security for a loan the garment was to be returned each night so that they'd be warm.

A poor person was to be paid on time as they were dependent on the money to survive.

Each Israelite was to receive punishment for their own crime/sin; a father was not to be punished for the sin of the son nor the son for his father.

Since they were once slaves they were to treat resident foreigners and orphans with justice the same as an Israelite.

One was permitted to eat of a neighbor's grain or grapes while passing through his property, but one was not allowed to fill a container or use a tool to harvest. So that a poor resident foreigner, a widow, or an orphan might have something to eat - when harvesting crops and vineyards one was to allow a little to remain for them to harvest (gleaning) to survive.

The use of dishonest weights and measures in the marketplace to cheat customers was forbidden.

While other peoples worshiped false pagan gods who emphasized greed and power the Lord God attended to the details of caring, integrity, and justice.  Ethical treatment of Israelites in the legal system, marketplace, and relationships reflected their unique standing as the people of God.
God's principle of gleaning is what allowed the non-Israelite resident-foreigner, and widow, Ruth to feed herself and her widowed Israelite mother-in-law Naomi. It would later lead to Ruth meeting and marrying Boaz.
Dear Lord, You have consistently called upon us to walk before you in integrity and to treat one another with honor.  May I intentionally pursue integrity in my life and treat fellow Believers with honor.
 Please reveal to me an opportunity to pour caring and respect into the life of a fellow Believer. Amen.  dmc2015

Daily Devotional

Week 22 Day 4

OT (chronological)

Wednesday (Deuteronomy 26 – 28:14)

Presentation of the First Fruits and Third-year Tithe, The Covenant Curses and Blessings

Mikal and Saree shared Moses' review of the history of the Exodus, the importance of surrendering the first-fruits in recognition that everything-good was a gift from God, and the need to be faithful in order to receive continued blessings.

Moses instructed the Levites to call out the covenant curses for disobedience and for the people to echo them.

The Lord God had Moses remind the people of all of His covenant promises to bless them.

He concluded the recitation of blessings with the conditional “... if you obey his commandments which I am urging you today to be careful to do.  But you must not turn away from all the commandments I am giving you today, to either the right or left, nor pursue other gods and worship them.”

He then followed the list of blessings, and the condition of obedience to continue to receive them, with the corollary reverse-blessing list of curses which would befall them should they choose to violate their covenant with God.

The desire of God to bless His created humankind has not ceased since the Garden of Eden, neither has our propensity to rebel.

When have you known that the consequences of two choices represented radically opposite good versus bad experiences for you and you still chose to risk the bad?

Dear Lord, You remind us of Your blessings and our responsibilities in our covenant relationship with You – in the Old Testament, and then in the New Testament/new covenant.  May I never forget what You have done for me and may I live more intentionally-obedient before You every day.  You never keep us in the dark about the consequences of our choices.  May I pause and pray and reconsider, as Your Holy Spirit guides, before making decisions for which consequences I may in any way be in doubt. Amen.  dmc2015

Daily Devotional

Week 22 Day 5

OT (chronological)

Thursday (Deuteronomy 28:15 - 30)

Curses and Review

Mikal and Saree told the people that just as God had not yet given the Israelites “... an understanding mind, perceptive eyes, or discerning ears”, because their rebellious natures made them unsuitable vessels, those gifts would evade them for the same reasons – unless they made wise and faithful choices.
They said that it was also the same for them as the Lord God had communicated to the Israelites - they were without excuse; not able to claim that the expectations of them were hidden in Heaven or across the sea, but that they had full knowledge of His expectations “What I am commanding you today is to love the Lord your God, to walk in his ways, and to obey his commandments, his statutes, and his ordinances.”

The choices of each member of the nation of Israel had an impact upon the others – so do ours.  The Lord God warned them that their future depended upon their future choices – it is also so with us.

Dear Lord, You bless us as much as we damaged vessels may hold and You hold us accountable for our choices.  May I seek Your healing from my imperfect faith so that this vessel may be useful to You for the  pouring of Yourself in and through me to others.  You know that we are often foolish and chronically-rebellious. Please reveal to me a place in my life where my poor choices are having a negative effect on my family, my friends, and/or my fellowship. May Your Holy Spirit find me teachable so that I may learn to live by Your wisdom and follow Your path for my life. Amen.  dmc2015
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Week 22 Day 6

OT (chronological)

Friday (Deuteronomy 31 - 32)

Succession of Moses by Joshua, Warnings

Mikal and Saree reminded the people that they would not be traveling into the development with them but that the two God had anointed and they had appointed would lead them in that next phase of their history.

They reminded them of what God had done to remove perils from their path as they encouraged them to not fear those who stood in their way.

They, at the Lord God's leading, called the young and old leader together where they were formally  commissioned as the new leaders.

They reminded them of God's forgiveness and grace and mercy, His desire to reconcile and restore, and His intent to provide for His faithful people.

They reminded the people to teach the story to the children so that none would forget.

God did not simply ask the Israelites, the people in our story, or us to trust Him based on promises but to remember His past faithfulness and then to trust in His future promises.  The Lord God reminds His people that when they draw near to Him they are blessed and when they move away from Him they suffer.

When have you told someone that even if they make wrong choices you would still love them and that you would still come to the line of reconciliation?

Dear Lord, You know our hearts, and so You know the foolish rebellion that resides within.  May I not be so foolish as to imagine that I can hide anything from You but to instead live in Your truth.  You have been so patient with Your people, then and now.  You forgive and reconcile and restore, but that does not remove the scars of our rebellion.  May I not stray far from You. Amen.  dmc2015

Daily Devotional

Week 22 Day 7

OT (chronological)

Saturday (Deuteronomy 33 – 34, Psalm 91)

Blessings of Moses, The Death of Moses

Mikal and Saree, just prior to leaving, reviewed for the people the many blessings that the Lord God had promised and delivered to them along their journey – and His grace despite their many acts of disbelief and rebellion.

They quoted Moses when he intentionally used the title “Jeshurun”, which the NET translators define as meaning “be upright” - so that there was a clear understanding that God's blessings were for an obedient people.

Psalm 91, the song of praise by Moses, reflects the nature of his intimate relationship with the Lord God and the love and reverence that flowed from it – it is still encouraging today.

When have you been commissioned to lead others in the fulfillment of a mission,  to which they had agreed, and in which they found a lot of shared-value?

Dear Lord, You are a faithful and loving God across the generations.  May I praise Your name and trust You always. Amen.  dmc2015
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