Daily Devotional

Week 21 Day 1

OT (chronological)

Sunday (Deuteronomy 1 - 4)

Various Events, The Nature and Uniqueness of God

Mikal and Saree reviewed the history of their journey and, like Moses in the past, sadly reported that despite all of the evidence of power and provision and protection from the Lord God they had rebelled.

They reminded the adults to teach the children and grandchildren about God's faithfulness.

They warned that God is a jealous and consuming God so they must avoid making or worshiping idols.

They warned that if they drifted into idolatry God would drive them far away from the development, perhaps to wander for a long time.

They reminded the people that God considered justice a high priority.

When have you found it valuable to review your history with God prior to making an important decision?  When have you forgotten the many blessings of God and acted in rebellion against His teachings?

Dear Lord, I am in awe of Your patience and Your provision as I read Your history with the Israelites during their post-Exodus travels. What You teach us is always important and must always be remembered.  May I continue to write Your Word on my heart and gain wisdom for living from it. Amen.  dmc2015
Daily Devotional

Week 21 Day 2

OT (chronological)

Monday (Deuteronomy 5)
The Opening Exhortation, The Narrative of the Sinai Revelation and Israel’s Response
Mikal and Saree reminded the people that their salvation was not from the host government but from God.

They reminded them that they were expected to learn and obey His Word.

They reminded them that the Lord God desired to bless them and that their responsibility to continue in His blessings was to obey.

They reminded them that their relationship with the host government was secondary to their relationship with God – but if they lived honorably before Him they would be seen as good citizens and would be respected and protected in the secular realm as well.

With knowledge of God's expectations comes the responsibility to obey.

When have you know the right thing to do but chosen to do otherwise?

Dear Lord, You initiate a covenant with each Believer and ask us to respond in faithful trust and obedience.  Please reveal to me in which part of Your Word You want me to invest additional study so that I will understand and obey You more closely. May my walk with You honor the terms of Your merciful covenant. Amen.  dmc2015
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Week 21 Day 3

OT (chronological)

Tuesday (Deuteronomy 6)
Exhortation to Keep the Covenant Principles
Mikal and Saree reminded the people that just as the “the land of milk and honey” of the Promised Land would only have been a lasting blessing if they learned and obeyed God's commands - so also would be the case for the development.

They were expected to teach the children and that they make every effort to keep God's teaching before themselves – literally posting it around their home and reciting it constantly – so that it was central to their lives.

They were to worship and obey the Lord God only – and they reminded them of the past consequences of their disobedience to God and His appointed leaders.

They were to remember their review of God's miracle of escape from their former homes, of His provision, and of His protection - so that they might teach their children.

The children were to be well-instructed as to God's words, deeds, expectations, and promises.

God's blessing is conditional; it is based upon obedience.

With all that was ahead of them, awaiting entry into the development, living in tents then settling-into permanent homes, how challenging must the instruction to keep God's Word constantly before them have been? Adults teaching the children would also help them to keep the Word in front of themselves.

When have you observed that God's blessings flow more readily to you, and through you to others, when you have been obedient versus disobedient?

Dear Lord, You teach us the what, the why, and the how of life.  May I accept the gift of understanding so that Your wisdom will guide my life. I will adjust my priorities and resources to be certain that I am both keeping God's Word before myself and I am helping to teach it to children, and to new “like a child” Believers, and to humble “like a child” older Believers alike. Amen.  dmc2015
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Week 21 Day 4

OT (chronological)

Wednesday (Deuteronomy 7 - 10)
The Basis of Israel’s Election, Reminders, Second Chances
Just as Moses reminded the Israelites that the Lord God had kept them humble, by meeting their need for food via the manna, Mikal and Saree reminded the people that He had done the same with them.

They quoted Jesus that we do not live by bread alone but by every Word of God's teaching. (Mat. 4:4)

They explained to them that it was the evil of the current occupants that caused them to be driven out of the development, as much as their illegal occupation, and that despite their violent criminal nature it would be accomplished.

Just as God, through Moses, had humbled the Israelites - by informing them that it was not their righteousness that earned them access to the Promised Land; indeed, it was despite their persistent rebellion and stubbornness – the same was true for them.

They reminded the people that their obligation to God was reverence, obedience, love, and service.

They challenged them to cleanse their hearts of the idolatry of tradition, and of the things of the world, and to cease from resisting God - as He sought to be at the center of their lives.

When God says to have no fear we may be certain that we have nothing to fear.  God allowed the pagan peoples to occupy and work the promised land in order to prepare it for His people – He never intended for them to remain there.  As worshipers of false gods, facades for the enemy, they were implacable enemies of the Lord God.

When have you found yourself drifting away from God because you immersed yourself in too much of the world?  When have you discovered God's faithfulness despite your lack of faith and your disobedience?  When have you discovered that you have fallen into a religious practice but that your relationship with God was not growing there?

Dear Lord, Your power and Your holiness go together.  May I never forget that You are a holy God.  You provide for us in ways we rarely recognize.  May I be ever-humble before You because I stand only in Your strength and I advance only in Your power.  Everything belongs to You and yet You choose to pour Your love into us.  May I remember that Your gift deserves the loving obedience of a grateful recipient. Please show me one place or thing or perhaps person(s) that I need to remove from my life because it or they are drawing me away from You, where I may need to be more humble before You, and a place in my walk where I need to make a more intentional effort to allow You to have Lordship - where I am currently resisting You. Amen.  dmc2015
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Week 21 Day 5

OT (chronological)

Thursday (Deuteronomy 11 - 12)
Reiteration of the Call to Obedience, Further Instructions Prior to Entering the Promised Land
Mikal and Saree instructed the people that as they entered the development they were to implement a clear set of community standards that centered on what God's Word taught about the fruits of the Spirit, caring, justice, and sharing.

They were reminded again to avoid the pagan false gods and to not try to mix the way they worship the Lord God with the way the pagans worshiped their false gods (the technical term is "syncretism").  They were reminded again to not alter any of God's teaching; to neither add to or subtract from it.

Do you see the continuum of God's Word here?  From the description of an Eden-like land, to the law of blessing vs curse, to the symbolism of life in blood (Jesus on the Cross), and to the warning to not alter the meaning of His Word in any way (Rev. 22:18-19)?

When have you found yourself teaching those who are younger in age, or 'younger' in their Christian walk, about things that you learned and/or experienced from the past – information which you paired with knowledge so that they would have the wisdom to walk rightly before the Lord God?

Dear Lord, You chose to bless Israel, just as You choose to bless us today.  May I be both grateful and faithful to You.  Please show me a place in my walk where I have an incomplete or incorrect understanding of something in Your Word. Amen.  dmc2015
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Week 21 Day 6

OT (chronological)

Friday (Deuteronomy 13 - 14)
Prophets, Idolatry, Holy and Profane
Mikal and Saree amplified their warning about false prophets. They echoed God through Moses - that anyone promoting teaching that disagreed with the Bible should be shunned (in ancient times false prophets were to be killed). A false prophet is an emissary of Satan.
Idolatry of any person, object, money, power, or other thing other than God was to be challenged as undermining the integrity of the community. The goal was to disciple those who had drifted so that they understood their error, learned the truth, and could be restored as a trusted member of the community.
Some things are holy and others are profane. Based on the new testament teaching all things must be tested.
When have you experienced or observed the impact of a false prophet or teacher in a fellowship? What was the result?

If a false teacher is not repentant then we are to communicate their refusal to repent to the appropriate theological authorities (denominational or associational leaders).  If they are either not under authority, or their authority shares their false message, then we are to respectfully communicate the falsehood to Believers and also to those considering-Christ, via whatever means are available.
Dear Lord, Protecting Your sovereign truth among Your people was always a high priority.  Please reveal to me a promoter of false teaching; it may be someone in my fellowship, at work, in school, on the Internet, on the radio, or on the television. I will attempt to respectfully communicate the Biblical alternative to the falsehoods, which the Holy Spirit (and the Word) reveals to me, to the false teacher. May I be vigilant in my life, and my fellowships, in resisting false teaching. Amen.  dmc2015
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Week 21 Day 7

OT (chronological)

Saturday (Deuteronomy 15 - 16)
More Instructions, Temporary Pre-Messiah Festivals
Mikal and Saree reminded the people that they were to deal with one-another as brothers and sisters rather than as objects manipulated only for profit.

They reflected on God's teaching through Moses that every seven years creditors were to cancel all debts owed to fellow Israelites.  If the people were faithful then there would be no poor - as God would be blessing them.

There was a wise requirement that those who had debts must keep current on their payments, in this way someone could not incur a debt and fail to pay for seven years, only to then expect to be released from the obligation - without out any prior effort to repay.

Foreigners were not included in the seven-year debt cancellation, this was only for God's family of Israelites.

The Lord God provided for a system of justice, one that was to be free of bribery and/or favoritism, and for the right of appeal to a higher court from among the Levitical priests.

When have you assisted or been assisted by a fellow Believer who had no expectation that you could ever repay them?

Dear Lord, You anticipate our foolishness and provide ways that we may assist one-another.  May I listen for Your invitation to be Your conduit of blessing to fellow Believers.

 My assistance may not be directly financial but rather to fix something, provide transportation, spend time in encouragement, pray, give food, offer child care, or some other need-meeting sacrifice of my time and/or physical resources. Amen  dmc2015
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