Daily Devotional

Week 27 Day 1

OT (chronological)

Sunday (1 Samuel 1 - 2)

Hannah, Samuel's birth, and Eli

Helen had dedicated her life to the Lord's service. As a young woman she helped at the soup kitchen, cooked, walked, and worked to help raise money for domestic and foreign missions, participated in short-term missions herself, then later joined a long-term missions team.

She was now in her late thirties, had married, but they seemed unable to have children.  She had helped so many children, and their families, she felt a need to be a parent herself.  The doctors could not find an obvious cause – so she continued to pray – asking God to intervene.

Helen eventually had several sons and daughters – each a miracle story – more than half of them adopted. Her first child was God's first answer to her prayers – so she dedicated him to the Lord in a very special way.  His name was Selon.

Selon was raised in partnership with the leaders of the fellowship, while his father was involved, all of the others had committed to prepare him to be a spiritual leader – though they did not know what his call would be.

Selon sensed the calling of God on his life and so he cooperated in his discipleship, education, and preparation.

The leader of the fellowship was Enot, but he had neglected his sons growing up and they rebelled, so when it was time to promote someone to fill his place – he learned in a dream it would not be one of them.

Dear Lord, Sometimes the sacrifices You ask of us are greater than other times, but at all times Your will for our lives is perfect.  May I never doubt Your goodness.  Your gifts are given to later be surrendered for Your purposes; Biblical-Christian discipleship, education and experience, restored health, long-sought employment and income, etc. You bless those who honor You, and You punish those who misuse the authority that You have delegated to them.  May I remember to give You all of the praise and walk in Your ways. Amen.   dmc2016
Daily Devotional

Week 27 Day 2

OT (chronological)

Monday (1 Samuel 3 - 4)

The Call of Samuel, The Ark of the Covenant is Lost to the Philistines

Selon had experienced dreams of encouragement and warning but not of calling – when the first one came he was somewhat confused – so he consulted his parents and his other mentors.

His parents and elders prayed and then instructed Selon to pay closer attention to the next dream.

When Selon shared his next dream they all prayed, consulted the Word, and agreed that he was being called to leadership of the fellowship.

One large group of members in the fellowship had come due to Enot's celebrity.  Already there for the wrong reason their situational-ethics allowed them to believe that his son's prodigal behavior gave them excuse for their own rationalization of sin. They were not happy to hear about the change as they knew of Selon's felicity to the Word.

Those opposed to the change made the first church business meeting very  unpleasant – they were rebuked by the elders – and even Enot expressed displeasure.

At the second meeting they brought several of the largest donors to the church and declared that they were splitting the fellowship and had the right to keep the property.

Enot was so dismayed that his failures had led to this crisis he fell to the floor, clutched at his failing heart, and he died. His wife cried out “The Lord has spoken.”

The fellowship did not immediately split but the relationship between Selon and many of the members was awkward.

Dear Lord, You choose those who serve You and You hold them accountable to Your standard.  May I always be ready to serve You and careful to avoid sin. Rebellion has consequences, Your children cannot expect blessings from You when they refuse to obey You.  May I be more faithful – please clean me up, teach me up, and lift me up for a new work. Amen.  dmc2016
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Week 27 Day 3

OT (chronological)

Tuesday (1 Samuel 5 - 7)

The Ark Causes Trouble for the Philistines, The Philistines Return the Ark, Further Conflict with the Philistines

The Powertown Gang had a superstitious view of the wood and brass wall hanging panel, of God's 10 Commandments, at the Intown Fellowship – the members were fond of it as it had been created when their Fellowship was founded.

The fellowship rented a building for gatherings and otherwise kept their resources in secure storage.

Over the years the gang had heard of miracles, at Intown, and believed that if they stole the panel  Intown would stop trying to evangelize their neighborhood and their keeper of superstitious artifacts  could use it to help them.

So the gang broke into the fellowship's storage and stole the panel.

The members of the Intown Fellowship were shocked that the storage company had not protected their resources and saddened at the loss of the wall hanging panel.

It wasn't long before the Powertown Gang started to worry that they may have made a bad decision.

First, a young new member read the 10 Commandments, then secretly searched for more information on the Internet – with the result that he secretly visited Intown and eventually left the gang and gave his life to Christ.

Then a government worker, conducting a routine safety inspection, saw the panel and remembered reading about it in the past.  She reported it to the police but a gang informant warned them and they moved it to a different location.

A small group of elderly former gang members received it, but they also had problems and so the gang gave up and had them donate it to a very different church than Intown – hoping to create conflict.

Selon heard of its presence there and visited to pray that they would be blessed.

The gang saw good things happening at the other church and broke in to steal it back – but they were caught and many of them jailed.

Dear Lord, Your blessings come only where You decide they should be.  Please reveal to me a place where I may be carelessly treating You more like a wood and brass idol rather than the living Holy One You are.  It may be laziness or selfishness, greed or lust, a person, a non-Biblical philosophy or organization; anyone or any thing that displaces You from Your rightful place as first in all things, at all times, and in all places. Amen.  dmc2016
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Week 27 Day 4

OT (chronological)

Wednesday (1 Samuel 8 – 10:7)

Israel Seeks a King, Samuel Meets with Saul, Samuel Anoints Saul

Over the years Selon's faithful leadership had grown Intown into one of the largest fellowships in town.

Selon's sons were unlike their father, after appearing to be faithful through their teens they went to college and chose the path of unrepentant prodigals, so neither could follow him into leadership.

Meanwhile, too many others in the fellowship had also drifted into wrong priorities.

The people demanded a charismatic and growth-obsessed pastor, like the mega-churches around them, which made Selon sad.

Selon sensed the Lord leading him to warn the people of the bad consequences of a growth-obsessed charismatic pastor – he would abandon discipleship-first, abuse shallow outreach for numbers rather than responsible evangelism – and he would seek more and more money and resources for himself.

Because there was no one in the fellowship who met their demands they advertised and interviewed and found someone whom they believed met their requirements

Selon, despite strong reservations, anointed Scott as the next pastor.

Selon remained as leader of the elders and as a spiritual adviser to Scott, in an effort to prevent a church split, and in hopes of guiding Scott toward a more responsible path.

A humble, obedient, and wise parent is not always assured of adult children who will choose to live likewise.  The Biblical text is silent as to the details of Samuel's children so it's unclear what were their primary influences.  It may be that Samuel was so occupied with his responsibilities as judge, priest, and prophet that he failed to seek the Lord's protection of his sons.  The Lord God chose Saul and, through Samuel, tried to guide him (although Saul was a poor student) along the way.

When have you ignored warnings and pursued something despite them?

Dear Lord, The demandingness of humans to go their own way was the cause of the Fall, and has been an unending rotten-fruit of the Fall.  Please reveal to me a place in my life where I am ignoring wise counsel and a journey of maturity upon which you wish to send me - it may be related to education or training, beginning or ending a relationship or relationships, it may be separating from some unhealthy worldly influences or joining with others to reach into the world with the Word in order to change a small part of it, it may be freedom from emotional, intellectual, physical, and/or spiritual bondage of some sort.  Whatever it is I will agree to see it through with confidence and will seek accountability and prayer support from fellow Believers. Amen.  dmc2016
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Week 27 Day 5

OT (chronological)

Thursday (1 Samuel 10 - 12)

Saul Becomes King, Saul Comes to the Aid of Jabesh, Saul Is Established as King

When Scott was announced, as the next pastor of Intown, many of the people cheered.

Selon delivered a strong sermon that day, reminding them of the Biblical story of the selection of Saul, and of the Lord's many warnings - that any drift from the Word would be destructive.

Selon reminded them of the history of their fellowship, what the Lord had blessed, and what had happened when internal and external groups tried to block God's work.

He reminded them of Paul's charge that every member of every Biblical-Christian fellowship anywhere be 'good Bereans' - testing all teaching against the Word.

He challenged Scott to be teachable, both directly by the Holy Spirit, and indirectly - as the Holy Spirit  might move the people to challenge him from the Word.

Selon cited Biblical and modern historic examples of fellowships that had prospered in obedience, contrasted with those who suffered from disobedience, and the importance of faithful leaders.

And finally, though most of the congregation knew that he had serious reservations about Scott – and the priorities of a majority of the activists in the congregation – he assured them that he would keep them all in prayer.

Dear Lord, When we are stubborn and demanding You meet us where we are and sometimes You give us what we demand, even though it may prove a difficulty for us.  May I not be so demanding and stubborn that You have to discipline me by granting my wrong-headed demands of You.  We often create impediments to our relationship with You, often in the form of religious persons, rituals, and man-made traditions.  I will take an inventory of the responsibilities the Lord says are mine and repent of any that I have improperly left to someone in a position of religious authority.  It may be expecting a pastor or teacher to spoon-feed me all of my Bible study, expecting  the corporate gatherings of a fellowship to be my only time in prayer and worship, expecting a counselor or minister to intervene every time there is confusion or conflict – without first trying to follow the Biblical-resolution process myself, or some other displacement of God from the center of my life and relationships.  May I be found faithful and resistant to anything that might interfere in the intimate relationship You desire to have with me. Amen.  dmc2016
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Week 27 Day 6

OT (chronological)

Friday (1 Samuel 13 – 14)

Saul Fails the Lord, Jonathan Ignites a Battle, Jonathan Violates Saul’s Oath

Scott had led Intown for several years when his son began insulting government leaders and endorsing political candidates using church resources – which risked violating their tax-free standing as a religious organization.

Scott took it upon himself to go to court against the government tax officials and, due to arrogance and carelessness on his part, misrepresented some factual information – placing him at risk of perjury.

Government lawyers had used their powers to freeze the finances of the church – claiming that there might be evidence of misappropriation for political versus religious purposes.

Just as the government lawyers had momentum the judge hearing the case suddenly had health problems which caused him to take a medical leave – causing the case to be set back until a new judge was found and all of the evidence reviewed.

Scott seized the opportunity to raise awareness in the Christian community and to gain the support of a multi-church legal organization to defend his case in court.

Despite their many errors, and public exposure to those errors, the unified churches and much prayer enabled them to win argument after argument against the over-zealous government organizations.

When have you acted impetuously, intending good, only to make things worse?  When have you observed someone in authority carelessly making declarations which turned out to be unwise?

Dear Lord, You set the boundaries and define the rules, we do not get to invent our own definitions of good and evil or right and wrong.  May I not drift into the situational ethics and personal-religion practices of the world around me – Your Word is truth.  Sometimes human leaders behave foolishly, but Your will is done despite them.  May I be ever watchful for opportunities to serve You even when those about me appear immobilized.  Today I will slow down and pray, study the Word, reflect upon my circumstances, and pray some more … and then I will be quiet and listen to God.  I will trust Him to be in control, I will trust Him to make a way for me, and I will resist the temptation to get out ahead of Him. I will step out in faith and seize the opportunities given to me by the Lord. Amen.  dmc2016
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Week 27 Day 7

OT (chronological)

Saturday (1 Samuel 15)

Saul Is Rejected as King

The Intown elders discovered a group of people in the fellowship who were promoting the acceptability of “white” witchcraft as “harmless”.  When they confronted them they were unrepentant.  The elders  notified Scott that he needed to take action.

Scott dismissed all but one from participating in fellowship activiries - he was wealthy and had given significant donations to several church projects in the past.

Selon confronted Scott for his improper preference for the wealthy man, a choice that placed the well-being of the fellowship at risk, and advised him that – because of this final act of rebellion - the Lord had revealed in a dream that his leadership would end earlier than expected, and that his (Scott's) son would not succeed him.

Selon then summoned the wealthy man to a meeting where he explained Scott's wrong decision.  He also explained the elder's decision, with which a now-discouraged Scott agreed, and – due to his unrepentant syncretism - he was no longer welcome to fellowship at Intown.

Scott pleaded with Selon to intervene with God for a lengthy pastorate.  He also asked Selon to appeal to the Lord to reconsider his son's succession of him.  Selon remained firm as his dream had indicated an unchangeable decision by the Lord.

Scott – defeated - asked him to join him, together with the elders, to pray for his remaining time at Intown and Selon did so – after which they never met together again.

Selon then left on a foreign missions project - very sad that Scott had not gained wisdom.

Saul was Israel's first human king.  The judges and prophets, who led them prior to him, had exercised considerable discipline during military conflicts.  Why was Saul so weak as a leader in comparison to Moses and Joshua?

When have you observed a religious leader behaving in an impetuous and Biblically-improper manner?  How did that impact his witness in the community?

Dear Lord, When You give an instruction You expect it to be obeyed to the letter, no modifications, no excuses, no double-talk.  Please reveal to me a place in my life where I may be making my own small “adjustments” to the Word of God in order to suit my purposes, out of fear of others, a desire to benefit certain others, and/or for direct personal gain.  May I never alter Your Word, not in the smallest way,  and not for any reason. Amen.  dmc2016
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