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EPIGRAPH

Isaiah 55:6 

"Seek the Lord while He may be found; Call upon Him while He is near."

Ephesians 2:10 

"For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them."

This thesis project is offered so that those who seek marriage might first seek the Lord and His perspective and priorities, and that in so doing they might know the fullness of the richness of the blessings which He has prepared for a life of obedient service.
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PREFACE

Several years of ministry to divorced or divorcing people and to couples in crisis may easily render a pastor emotionally exhausted and cynical, yet in Christ there is always great hope and joy and a refilling of the cup of service.

The researcher's experiences in ministry have repeatedly included God's gentle reminders that He is alive, well, and actively facilitating healing ministries in the lives of broken people.  Many times He has spoken through the tearful thanks of people whose lives He has touched through one of these ministries, through the recitation of a principle that has become ingrained in someone's thoughts (though they may or may not recall from whence it came), or through the raising up of a new lay leader who has moved beyond their own struggles to serve others.

Prevention always looms large in the mind and heart of one whose ministry is to the profoundly broken, and thus the opportunity to participate in the Engaged Discovery ministry has meant a great deal to the researcher.  Bringing the "you can pay me now or you can pay me later" construct of an old television advertisement to potential married couples lends some hope that they will be more likely to succeed.

The tremendous gift of the trust of the Family Ministry, Pastoral Care and Singles Ministries at Grace Chapel to permit the researcher to restructure the Engaged Discovery program has not been taken lightly.  The combined resources of these three ministries to assist couples in evaluating the efficacy of their decision to consider marriage and then to prepare themselves well holds the potential to divert tragedy and to facilitate joy in generations present and future in proportions that only God can know.
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ABSTRACT

This thesis project addresses the past, current and future goals, format, and impact of the ministry to couples prior to marriage at Grace Chapel.  The situation prompting the need for such an examination is the return in relational crisis of a number of married couples who had participated in the program prior to marriage.

The design of the thesis project will begin with information gathering to include interviews with the pastor with oversight responsibilities for this ministry, a review of official printed materials describing and defining the program, evaluations from previous participants, theological research and reflection to discern the Biblical basis for the program and its design, the development of a pilot program to test modifications to the existing program design, evaluations of the pilot participants as to the efficacy of the changes, and the development of a final recommended program rationale and design.

The results of this thesis project for the researcher include a profoundly expanded awareness of both the variety of perspectives couples bring to the Engaged Discovery sessions and the shifting degree of importance and valuation of marriage that may be found in the Biblical narrative.  The results also include a discussion of alternative views of the end times attitude of God towards singleness and marriage, the several levels of a relationship prior to and including marriage, the biblical grounds for marriage, the results of the several measurement tools, and a recommended reformulation of the program design.
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