RECOGNIZING & RESPONDING TO SPIRITUAL ATTACK - PART 1

Rev. 12:17 

    And the dragon was enraged with the woman, and went off to make war with the rest of her offspring, who keep the commandments of God and hold to the testimony of Jesus. 

Tell The Stories:

1.  Manager Trainee at Ground Round – part of theft inquiry.

2.  Safety & Security Officer at Faulker Hospital – falsely accused.

3.  Friend of abused spouse at church in CT – confronted by husband.

4.  Neil Anderson – accosted in alleyway – challenged spirits.

The first two were secular conflicts, I was not a believer, nor have I any reason

to believe that the others were.  It was merely the madness of this fallen world.

The third and fourth were clearly moments of spiritual conflict.

John 16:32-33 

    "Behold, an hour is coming, and has already come, for you to be scattered, each to his own home, and to leave Me alone; and yet I am not alone, because the Father is with Me. [33] "These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world." 

John 16:31-33

16:31-33 As Christians, we should expect continuing tension with an unbelieving world that is “out of sync” with Christ, his gospel, and his people. At the same time, we can expect our relationship with Christ to produce peace and comfort because we are “in sync” with him.

16:32 The disciples scattered after Jesus was arrested (see Mark 14:50).

16:33 Jesus summed up all he had told them this night, tying together themes from John 14:27-29; John 16:1-4; and John 16:9-11. With these words he told his disciples to take courage. In spite of the inevitable struggles they would face, they would not be alone. Jesus does not abandon us to our struggles either. If we remember that the ultimate victory has already been won, we can claim the peace of Christ in the most troublesome times.

John 17:1ff

This entire chapter is Jesus’ prayer. From it, we learn that the world is a tremendous battleground where the forces under Satan’s power and those under God’s authority are at war. Satan and his forces are motivated by bitter hatred for Christ and his forces. Jesus prayed for his disciples, including those of us who follow him today. He prayed that God would keep his chosen believers safe from Satan’s power, setting them apart and making them pure and holy, uniting them through his truth.

Rev. 12:17 

    And the dragon was enraged with the woman, and went off to make war with the rest of her offspring, who keep the commandments of God and hold to the testimony of Jesus. 

Rev. 12:17 The apostle Paul tells us that we are in a spiritual battle (Ephes. 6:10-12). John says that the war is still being waged, but the outcome has already been determined. Satan and his followers have been defeated and will be destroyed. Nevertheless, Satan is battling daily to bring more into his ranks and to keep his own from defecting to God’s side. Those who belong to Christ have gone into battle on God’s side, and he has guaranteed them victory. God will not lose the war, but we must make certain not to lose the battle for our own souls. Don’t waver in your commitment to Christ. A great spiritual battle is being fought, and there is no time for indecision.

WAR, figurative

• Warfare of saints. 

• Is not after the flesh.  2 Cor. 10:3

• Is a good warfare.  1 Tim. 1:18-19

• Called the good fight of faith.  1 Tim. 6:12

• Is against the devil.  Genesis 3:15; 2 Cor. 2:11; Ephes. 6:12; James 4:7; 1 Peter 5:8; Rev. 12:17

• Is against the flesh.  Romans 7:23; 1 Cor. 9:25-27; 2 Cor. 12:7; Galatians 5:17; 1 Peter 2:11

• Is against enemies.  Psalm 38:19; Psalm 56:2; Psalm 59:3

• Is against the world.  John 16:33; 1 John 5:4-5

• Is against death.  1 Cor. 15:26; Hebrews 2:14-15

• Often arises from the opposition of friends or relatives.  Micah 7:6; Matthew 10:35-36

• To be carried on under Christ, as our Captain.  Hebrews 2:10

• To be carried under the Lord’s banner.  Psalm 60:4

• To be carried with faith.  1 Tim. 1:18-19

• To be carried with a good conscience.  1 Tim. 1:18-19

• To be carried with steadfastness in the faith.  1 Cor. 16:13; Hebrews 10:23; 1 Peter 5:9

• To be carried with earnestness.  Jude 1:3

• To be carried with watchfulness.  1 Cor. 16:13; 1 Peter 5:8

• To be carried with sobriety.  1 Thes. 5:6; 1 Peter 5:8

• To be carried with endurance of hardness.  2 Tim. 2:3; 2 Tim. 2:10

• To be carried with self-denial.  1 Cor. 9:25-27

• To be carried with confidence in God.  Psalm 27:1-3

• To be carried with prayer.  Psalm 35:1-3; Ephes. 6:18

• To be carried without earthly entanglements.  2 Tim. 2:4

• Mere professors do not maintain.  Jeremiah 9:3

• Saints are all engaged in.  Phil. 1:30

• Saints must stand firm in.  Ephes. 6:13-14

• Saints exhorted to diligence in.  1 Tim. 6:12; Jude 1:3

• Saints encouraged in.  Isaiah 41:11-12; Isaiah 51:12; Micah 7:8; 1 John 4:4

• Saints helped by God in.  Psalm 118:13; Isaiah 41:13-14

• Saints protected by God in.  Psalm 140:7

• Saints comforted by God in.  2 Cor. 7:5-6

• Saints strengthened by God in.  Psalm 20:2; Psalm 27:14; Isaiah 41:10

• Saints strengthened by Christ in.  2 Cor. 12:9; 2 Tim. 4:17

• Saints delivered by Christ in.  2 Tim. 4:18

• Saints thank God for victory in.  Romans 7:25; 1 Cor. 15:57

