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Men and women misunderstand one another ― this is not news!  Modern pop psychology is obsessed with the topic, and casual social conversation are replete with tales 

of confusion along to the pathways of relationship. The need for God's wisdom is enormous.


Bookstores and talk shows have promoted the book concepts Men Are from Mars, Women Are from Venus and Men Are Like Waffles - Women Are Like Spaghetti; a new 

contender is "Women Want To Be Needed, Men Need To Be Wanted".


Women want to be needed; cared about at a soul-level, invested in at a heart-level. Women predictably excel in roles such as mother, nurse, teacher, or child-care provider and invest in intimate platonic friendships and close-knit communities.  Care-giving often creates opportunities for care-receiving.


Men need to be wanted; chosen as value-added, honored for effective provision. Men excel in task-oriented social and work roles and seek acceptance via prospective employment or promotion.  Men long for respect from a coach for their performance or inclusion by a group of peers in task-oriented activities (e.g., sports teams, hobby and community clubs, political and church committees). Task-oriented relationships provide a clear matrix for boundaries, expectations, and goals.


In the beginning God gave to the first man, Adam, the authority and responsibility to name and claim ownership over all of the created creatures of the Earth. God gave Eve to Adam to be his help-mate as he went about his God-assigned duties. Eve was God's chosen tool for teaching Adam how to be in intimate relationship (see Genesis 2). 



The Serpent manipulated the naive intimate trust between the first couple by isolating 

and deceiving Eve, knowing that if she succummed she would share the deception with the vulnerable Adam, resulting in their combined Fall from God's grace (see Genesis 3). 


Adam continued to be accountable to God for care of the animals and the land, and Eve continued to long for intimacy with Adam, even as the breach of trust clearly harmed intimacy with God and with each other.  Adam's response, "The woman whom You gave me" when God challenged him, "Who told you...?" (Gen. 3:11, 12) gives clear evidence.  Genesis' account of the post-Fall curse describes man's obligation to "rule" over his wife, but makes no mention of their subsequent intimate relationship other than that the woman's "desire" would be for her husband (v. 16).  


Women still highly value intimate romantic relationships with men, as well as intimate platonic relationships with women, men, children, and their Lord.  The Bible illustrates the importance of intimate friendships between women through the stories of Naomi, Ruth, Lydia, and others. Absent intentional intimate relationships, women are vulnerable to Satan's subtle temptation to drift into substitute intimate relationships, in whatever context they may be found, merely to fill the vacuum. Absent sound teaching and accountability, women may also be deceived into accepting less than healthy intimacy in romantic relationship.  


Men naturally accept shallow intimacy and are much more easily tempted into sinful conduct. A man may seek the approval and physical attentions of a woman whom he finds attractive, yet carelessly rebuff her desire for emotional intimacy.


Mature Christian men must learn to engage in healthy intimate emotional relationships, with fellow beings and with God and the best training ground is the church.  Healthy intimacy is rarely about romantic relationship; more often it is platonic God-honoring and selfless love for brothers and sisters in Christ and for the lost.


The church, the gathering of believers, is to lead the community to health, yet church attendance tends to be overwhelmingly female.  Some blame a church-wide bias toward 'touchy-feely' or community-based programs, sermons, and activities; there is some truth to that.  Others have recognized that churches often fail to provide a 'pathway to purpose' for men, a pathway which would encourage their attendance and involvement, as well as the accountability and training in the intimacy they so need.


When we understand that the differing relationship priorities of men and women are a combination of God's design and the distortions of the Fall we are equipped to respond more wisely to God's desire for healthy and whole same- and opposite-sex (gender) relationships.

