Today's Sermon

“FIGHTING WORDS”

or

“HOPE, POWER, & VICTORY IN CHRIST”

“An old NRA proverb goes, "Don't bring a knife to a gunfight."
Or, at least remember to bring a knife to a knife fight!”  

It is a sad reality that the average Christian shows up to a discussion about their faith without a story and to a moment of spiritual warfare unarmed.  The sad thing is that we have the best story of all and the ultimate in spiritual defensive and offensive weaponry.

The recent earthquake disaster in Haiti overlaps battles for freedom in Afghanistan and Iraq, flare-ups in the thousand-years-old struggle over land in the Middle East, terrorist attacks in Pakistan, shocking news of deceit surrounding the climate change /global warming claims of an environmental “crisis”, rumors of plagues, wars and rumors of wars, governments attacking the Christian church ... sure sounds a whole lot like the Biblical definition of the last days of these end times.

Layered upon this come our daily struggles, illness, loss of loved ones, broken relationships, broken promises, children rebelling against parents, couples in crisis, addictions, financial troubles, loneliness, anger, depression, hopelessness ....

It is enough to make one wonder “where is God?”

God is, of course, right where He has always been ... it is we who have moved away from Him.

PRAY  With your Holy Spirit pressing away every effort of the Enemy to distract us please find us gathered together before you with teachable hearts and minds.  You have brought us to this place in this time with a special message for every single person – may we have ears to hear and hearts to obey.  Amen

QUESTION  How many of us have had moments in our lives where we have felt hopeless after striving to solve a problem, to rescue someone in trouble, to escape an emotional condition (anger, depression, fear, loneliness, etc)??

QUESTION  How many of us have, even for a moment, wondered “Where are you God?”

QUESTION  How many of us have been asked that question by Christians and/or non-Christians and found ourselves without a decisive answer?

You are in good company, lots of people are very confused and it is not just about post-disaster politics.

READ STORY FROM HAITI DISASTER

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Saturday, February 06, 2010  4 tons of supplies and medical evaluations 

Greetings from Haiti! The last few days continue in the rhythm of receiving supplies, securely storing them and categorizing them: medical supplies, tents and tarps, clothing and food. Today we received an entire DC-3 load (more than 4 tons) of supplies. The flight was funded by friends in Minnesota and flown by Missionary Flights International (http://www.missionaryflights.org/) 

Once we get them categorized, they are delivered to various points throughout the country. The medical supplies are being distributed in consultation with the Haitian national designee for medical relief. The clothing and food are also being distributed rapidly primarily to Port au Prince. 

The photo above, right is of an Assembly of God pastor whose church was destroyed, he is taking clothing and shoes back to the surviving members of his congregation. What is exciting to us is that these supplies are being rapidly distributed in the ongoing efforts. 

One more important outreach right now is getting displaced children back in school. Every school in our community has been closed for the past month. Caleb led the way announcing tuition free education for these students. As of today, there are 386 new students enrolled. To provide for these students it is going to cost the following: ongoing costs: Increase in salary per month for new teachers $4000 USD each month, feeding at the school is going to cost $600/day for ALL 1,300 students. Onetime costs: books for 400 students $12,000, Uniforms for 400 students (2 sets/student) $24,000. 

You can tell the needs are going to be extensive in the coming months. Please be praying for us and/or let us know if you’d like to help. 

Here is a view of families arriving to register their children for school on Monday: 

The other thing happening right now is that we are having all of our new camp residents evaluated by a medical team volunteering from Miami. Led by a Haitian-American physician, Dr. Dorvil, this team is checking all of our current 105 residents. Once evaluated, they are being referred as needed to our local hospital to establish follow up for chronic conditions. They are also starting all the residents on some donated vitamins to build up their defenses. We really appreciate their sensitive evaluation and the time spent listening and caring. They saw 33 patients today and will see all the rest before their departure on Tuesday. 

The children staying at the camp are excited about starting school soon. Today I finally had the chance to bring them some coloring books and crayons sent in by donors. The simplest things can bring great smiles and joy. 

Please continue praying for all of us. Pray that we can help all within our reach.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

PRAY  May the caring, and love, peace, and provision of God flow like a river into Christian missions in Haiti and may many turn to Him in their momentary grief so they might discover eternal freedom.  Amen

SO, WHERE DO WE FIND HOPE?

 We are never without hope, those are fighting words!  HOPE is found in the Lord!

Psalms 16:1  The Contemporary English Version reads: “Protect me, LORD God! I run to you for safety,”

1Cor 1:9  in the Amplified Bible reads “God is faithful (reliable, trustworthy, and therefore ever true to His promise, and He can be depended on); by Him you were called into companionship and participation with His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.”

Consider in Job 30:16-23 ... he surely felt hopeless!  (Contemp. English)

“I am sick at heart! Pain has taken its toll. 

17Night chews on my bones, causing endless torment, 

18and God has shrunk my skin, choking me to death. 

19I have been thrown in the dirt and now am dirt myself. 

20I beg God for help, but there is no answer; and when I stand up, 

he simply stares. 

21God has turned brutal, 22stirring up a windstorm to toss me about. 

23Soon he will send me home to the world of the dead, where we all must go. “

BUT, JOB FOUND REDEMPTION!

He redeems “God rescued me from the grave, and now my life is filled with light.”

(Job 33:28)

We must trust God. “Lean on, trust in, and be confident in the Lord with all your heart and mind and do not rely on your own insight or understanding.  In all your ways know, recognize, and acknowledge Him, and He will direct and make straight and plain your paths.”  (Proverbs 3:5-6 )

Christians are Rom. 8:15-17 children of God  (New Living Translation)

“So you should not be like cowering, fearful slaves. You should behave instead like God's very own children, adopted into his family[a]--calling him "Father, dear Father."[b] 16For his Holy Spirit speaks to us deep in our hearts and tells us that we are God's children. 17And since we are his children, we will share his treasures--for everything God gives to his Son, Christ, is ours, too. But if we are to share his glory, we must also share his suffering.”

And don't listen to those who say that we are without power, those are fighting words, POWER comes from God (Mat. 16:16-19) and it is not from flesh (Gal 3:1-3,10) or the law nor is it magic (Acts 19:11-20).

The “power” in the Harry Potter stories is silliness, or worse, more like witchcraft.  Witchcraft 

is the way to spiritual slavery and death and is condemned by God.

Acts 19:11-20

“A team of Jews who were traveling from town to town casting out evil spirits tried to use the name of the Lord Jesus. The incantation they used was this: "I command you by Jesus, whom Paul preaches, to come out!" Seven sons of Sceva, a leading priest, were doing this. But when they tried it on a man possessed by an evil spirit, the spirit replied, "I know Jesus, and I know Paul. But who are you?" And he leaped on them and attacked them with such violence that they fled from the house, naked and badly injured. The story of what happened spread quickly all through Ephesus, to Jews and Greeks alike. A solemn fear descended on the city, and the name of the Lord Jesus was greatly honored. Many who became believers confessed their sinful practices. A number of them who had been practicing magic brought their incantation books and burned them at a public bonfire. The value of the books was several million dollars. So the message about the Lord spread widely and had a powerful effect.”

Power is available after confession (Heb 4:16)

Power is requested through a petition or prayer of faith (Gal 3:1-5)

Power is a result of the indwelling Holy Spirit  (John 16:15)

“All that belongs to the Father is mine. That is why I said the Spirit will take from what is mine and make it known to you.”

Power is implemented through putting on the full armor of God (Eph. 6:10-18) 

DID YOU GET FULLY DRESSED THIS MORNING?

OR ARE YOU LIKE THE KING WITH HIS NEW CLOTHES?

DO YOU ONLY THINK YOU ARE FULLY DRESSED – GOD AND SATAN SEE YOU AS YOU REALLY ARE?

ARE YOU PREPARED OR UNPREPARED?

CONSIDER Ephesians 6:13-18a  (New Living)

“Use every piece of God's armor to resist the enemy in the time of evil, so that after the battle you will still be standing firm. Stand your ground, putting on the sturdy belt of truth and the body armor of God's righteousness. For shoes, put on the peace that comes from the Good News, so that you will be fully prepared. In every battle you will need faith as your shield to stop the fiery arrows aimed at you by Satan. Put on salvation as your helmet, and take the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. Pray at all times and on every occasion in the power of the Holy Spirit.”

Biblical power brings glory only to God, not man (Rom. 11:36).

VICTORY

Don't believe the lie that we cannot have victory in the spiritual realm, those are fighting words … or should I say, we have the “fighting words” of God!

Victory is over the darkness (Eph. 2:1-3,6:12)

“Once you were dead, doomed forever because of your many sins. You used to live just like the rest of the world, full of sin, obeying Satan, the mighty prince of the power of the air. He is the spirit at work in the hearts of those who refuse to obey God. All of us used to live that way, following the passions and desires of our evil nature. We were born with an evil nature, and we were under God's anger just like everyone else.

“For we are not fighting against people made of flesh and blood, but against the evil rulers and authorities of the unseen world, against those mighty powers of darkness who rule this world, and against wicked spirits in the heavenly realms.”

Victory belongs to the Lord Psalms 98:2 (New Living Bible)

“The LORD has announced his victory and has revealed his righteousness to every nation!”

Victory is a process (James 5:14-16, Phil. 3:11-17; Gal. 5:17; Rom. 7:15-25; 1 John 1:8-10) and not an event (Col. 3:5-11, 1 Cor. 10:12).

Victory is a work of God and not from the strength of man (Phil. 3:8-11)

Victory declares: God is with us who can stand against us?  (Rom 8:31)

In God there is certain victory

Psalm 23:4

“Yes, though I walk through the [deep, sunless] valley of the shadow of death, I will fear or dread no evil, for You are with me; Your rod [to protect] and Your staff [to guide], they comfort me.”

Psalm 27:1

The LORD is my light and my salvation—whom shall I fear? 
The LORD is the stronghold of my life—of whom shall I be afraid?

Isaiah 54:14

In righteousness you will be established: 
Tyranny will be far from you; you will have nothing to fear. 
Terror will be far removed; it will not come near you.

2 Timothy 1:7

For God did not give us a spirit of timidity (of cowardice, of craven and cringing and fawning fear), but [He has given us a spirit] of power and of love and of calm and well-balanced mind and discipline and self-control.

1 John 4:4

Little children, you are of God [you belong to Him] and have [already] defeated and overcome them [the agents of the antichrist], because He Who lives in you is greater (mightier) than he who is in the world.

CONCLUSION & PRAYER

Dear Lord,


Please help us to learn and to apply Your “fighting words” of truth and authority.


Father move in us now, and as we go out into the world, that what we have just shared 

be not mere words but that your life-changing power is already surging through us for HOPE, POWER, & VICTORY!


We are excited as we look ahead to this week – knowing that You will do great things!

Amen

