Predestination Questions

Note: This document is a work-in-progress. Pre-edit notes eff. 09Sept2014

There has been a surge in activism around the promotion of what is commonly called “Calvinism” or fatalistic double-predestination.

This is offered as a guide to those confused as to what the Biblical text actual says and what are the intended full-Bible meanings of texts cited in support of the doctrine of “Calvinism” or fatalistic double-predestination.

One pro-predestination article states "What a glorious salvation! God chose His elect before the world began and wrote their names in the Book of Life, and then He sent the Lamb to die and secure their eternal life. Not a single one will be lost! All whom God intended to save will certainly be saved!"

Question: What about the scripture Psalm 69:28 "May their names be deleted from the scroll of the living! Do not let their names be listed with the godly! "

Answer: If names may be blotted/deleted from “the scroll of the living … listed with the godly” the following is required of that text; names of people not predestined must have previously been on the “scroll”. [Note: This “scroll” appears to be the same as is elsewhere labeled “the Book of Life” or “The Lamb's Book of Life”. Also, the Pslamist is affirming the teaching of a pre-existent “scroll” and that one's name may be removed.]

Question: Exodus 32:32 “But now, if you will forgive their sin…, but if not, wipe me out from your book that you have written.”

Answer: Moses pleaded with the Lord God to forgive the sins of his fellow Israelites and if He intended to obliterate them he, Moses, wanted his own name removed from “your book that you have written”. This also requires a list of people previously written from which names could be removed. [As with the Psalmist, Moses was affirming the teaching of a pre-existent “book” and that names were removed for rebellion, and in his case by request.]

Question: Exodus 32:33 “The Lord said to Moses, “Whoever has sinned against me – that person I will wipe out of my book.”

Answer: This text requires that names of all of humankind be in “my book” from which those who have “sinned against me” are later removed.

Romans 8:29-30

Ephesians 1:5 and 11

Matthew 24:22, 31; Mark 13:20, 27; Romans 8:33, 9:11, 11:5-7, 28; Ephesians 1:11; Colossians 3:12; 1 Thessalonians 1:4; 1 Timothy 5:21; 2 Timothy 2:10; Titus 1:1; 1 Peter 1:1-2, 2:9; 2 Peter 1:10)

We have all sinned (Romans 3:23), and are all worthy of eternal punishment (Romans 6:23). As a result, God would be perfectly just in allowing all of us to spend eternity in hell. However, God chooses to save some of us. He is not being unfair to those who are not chosen, because they are receiving what they deserve. God’s choosing to be gracious to some is not unfair to the others.

(John 3:16; Romans 10:9-10). The Bible never describes God rejecting anyone who believes in Him or turning away anyone who is seeking Him (Deuteronomy 4:29).

Somehow, in the mystery of God, predestination works hand-in-hand with a person being drawn by God (John 6:44) and believing unto salvation (Romans 1:16). God predestines who will be saved, and we must choose Christ in order to be saved. Both facts are equally true.

Romans 11:33 proclaims, “Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable his judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out!”

Question: Revelation 3:5  "The one who conquers will be dressed like them in white clothing, and I will never erase his name from the book of life, but will declare his name before my Father and before his angels."

Answer: This says everyone’s name was written down in the “book of life“ but that names may be  “erased” all the way up until the very last days of these end times.

Summary

The terms “the scroll of the living … listed with the godly” appear to refer to the same document as  “the Book of Life” and “The Lamb's Book of Life”.

There appear to be no Biblical texts which teach that God begins with an empty “book of life”, at Creation, and as history unfolds He adds/records the names of the faithful/saved therein.

According to the Psalms and Exodus texts the “book of life” appears to have contained the name of every human with names subsequently removed at the death of those who lacked qualification based upon faith (Abraham's saving-faith is given as the point of reference in the NT).

Based on 2Peter 3:9, 1Tim. 2:1-6, Titus 11-12, John 3:16, and others, the Biblical teaching is that God's desire is that everyone be saved.

Many have refused, and will refuse, the free gift of Christ (a faith/heart choice as measured by God in the OT), and therefore their names were (and will be) removed from “the book of life”.

The common use of the terms “predestined”, “predestination”, and similar, appear to misrepresent the Biblical teaching when asserted as a doctrine of salvation-without-choice and probably should be replaced in English translations as to avoid confusion.

